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Introduction
Study of prose texts

The English Literature 5ET1 Higher tier examination consists of two sections and lasts for an 
hour and forty five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section. 

The questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they 
can achieve in relation to the detailed study of two prose texts.

The total number of marks available is 89.

Assessment Objectives: 

AO1: Respond to texts critically and imaginatively; select and evaluate relevant textual 
detail to illustrate and support interpretations.

AO2: Explain how language, structure and form contribute to a writer’s presentation of 
ideas, themes and settings.

AO4: Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; explain how texts have 
been influential and significant to self and other readers in different contexts and at 
different times.

Section A:

There are 43 marks available for Section A, which includes 3 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar (assessed in part (d) of the question).

One text from the Literary Heritage (the four part question): there is only one question per 
text and candidates should answer all four parts of the question.

The maximum marks for each section of the question are: part (a) 8 marks; part (b) 10 
marks; part (c) 10 marks and part (d) 12 marks, plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. Parts (a) and (c) are assessed for Assessment Objective 1. Parts (b) and (d) are 
assessed for AO1 and AO2. Total 43 marks.

Section B:

There are 46 marks available for Section B, which includes 6 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar (SPG).

One text from Different Cultures (essay): candidates provide a response to one of two 
questions. Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 16 marks and Assessment 
Objective 4 carries a maximum mark of 24 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 6 is awarded 
for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPG). Total 46 marks. Please note that there are 
changes relating to the weightings of Assessment Objectives for first examinations in 2015. 
Please refer to the specification and Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) on the Edexcel 
website for further information.  
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Examiner Feedback:

For Section A, Animal Farm remains the most popular option, with almost 21000 responses. 
The second most popular choice was Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, closely followed by The Hound 
of the Baskervilles. Very few centres studied Felicia’s Journey, Pride and Prejudice or Great 
Expectations. 

For Section B, Of Mice and Men remains the most popular option.  Question 13 (Candy) was 
more popular than the thematic question, Question 14 (Outsiders). The second most 
popular choice was To Kill a Mockingbird. There were very few responses to Riding the Black 
Cockatoo and entries have continued to decline in response to Anita and Me. Candidates 
responding to Heroes and Rani and Sukh fully engaged with the questions and a full range 
of marks was awarded.  Responses to Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress were on the 
whole extremely well answered.

There was a marked increase in entries this year.  The increase in numbers could be due to 
one entry per year and the continued growth in popularity of the specification. 

Some candidates are still not labelling their answers correctly – which often makes it 
difficult to distinguish which part of the question they are responding to. In some cases, 
some candidates seemed to merge the parts of the question and provided one long essay. 

On the whole, there was evidence of improved time management and a sharper focus on 
each part of the question. Candidates did particularly well with Section A, part (a) character 
questions (evident in Animal Farm responses) with a number receiving full marks. The 
majority of candidates are now keeping their answer focused on the extract (for Parts 
(a), (b) and (c)) and not discussing other parts of the text. Although some candidates 
still include some social and historical context (such as Russian Revolution and Stalin for 
Question 1), this number continues to decrease. More candidates are now choosing a 
specific extract to discuss for part (d) rather than referring to the whole text, which has 
ultimately encouraged them to discuss one area in more detail. 

A full range of marks was awarded throughout the marking of this paper. Candidates often 
demonstrated an understanding and appreciation of the texts that they had studied. Many 
candidates have gained marks in the top three bands. 

Time management has continued to improve. 

For Section A, part (d), candidates should select an extract of similar length to the one 
provided and explore the named theme or character within it. Points should be supported 
with examples from the chosen extract. In some cases, candidates tended to provide a 
narrative overview without specific textual evidence of the theme or character, which limited 
the number of marks awarded.

For Section A, some candidates, particularly when answering the Animal Farm question, 
referred to the social, cultural and historical context (AO4). This Assessment Objective is not 
assessed in Section A and therefore marks are not awarded for these references.  

There were some very successful essays produced for Section B, particularly for the 
'Outsiders' question, Question 14 Of Mice and Men. Most candidates are now incorporating 
the social, cultural and historical context within the main body of their essays and linking 
these points to specific examples from the text. AO4 should be illustrated through the 
actions and events in the novel and rooted in the text.

Again, centres are reminded to check the changes to and requirements for the 2015 
examination.  

Overall, centres should be congratulated on their excellent subject knowledge and delivery 
of the specification. 
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Question 1
Animal Farm

As in all previous series, Animal Farm remains the most popular option for Section A. A full 
range of marks was awarded. Included in this report is a range of examples. 

The extract was taken from Chapter 5, when Mollie is proving 'troublesome' and Clover 'took 
her aside'. 

Part (a) Mollie

The extract seemed to work well, with candidates utilising a wide range of information 
given about Mollie and supported these points with apt references to the extract. Some 
methodically worked their way through the extract citing her laziness, her vanity and her 
three pathetic protestations. One examiner commented that 'some often forgot to return to 
the final paragraph for a good salient point to conclude'.  

Part (b) Clover

The language of Clover was aptly commented upon with the inclusion of ‘a thought struck 
Clover’ hinting at her 'carthorse mental slowness'. Comments on her act of searching the 
barn to prove her point were nearly always evident. The majority of responses referred to 
language points, although not always explicitly.  There were some candidates who wrote 
about Mollie rather than Clover.

Part (c) Deception in extract

The extract naturally covers the theme of deception and the vast majority of candidates 
responded with valid points and identified the ‘lies’ or ‘dishonesty’ within the extract. 
One examiner commented that ‘the word [deception] was usually well understood. It is 
clearly a theme discussed with all levels.’ Some candidates considered the deception of Mr 
Pilkington’s men enticing Mollie into leaving Animal Farm.

Part (d) Deception elsewhere

A wide range of other areas were offered, such as when Boxer is taken away to 'the vets' or 
when the milk and apples are taken by the pigs. On the whole, most candidates provided 
some response for this part of the question and a full range of marks was awarded. For 
those who did not produce a response, it is also most likely due to the lack of time, rather 
than a lack of understanding - as one examiner pointed out: 'Some candidates are 'spent' 
from 'a' and 'b' and 'c' but know they have to perform well for extract 'd', but still some miss 
it out entirely, as evidenced in all Section A, part (d) questions.'
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In this first example, the candidate mostly demonstrates a generally sound understanding of 
the novel.
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The candidate does not label each part, but marks should be awarded where appropriate. 
Part ( a): A range of points have been made and these are sound. The candidate states that Mollie is 
‘weak-willed’ and so easily tempted by outsiders, that she doesn’t like to follow rules, and is a liar. 
All are points which could be linked to the extract but no examples are provided to demonstrate 
any moment when she shows that she is ‘weak-willed’ or gives ‘into temptation’. Although some 
quotations have been used as support, these are very long and the lines selected do not quite match 
the points made in every case. Point and evidence need to be more closely linked for band 2.  
However, there is sound understanding of the character here and the answer does demonstrate 
knowledge of the chapter. Sections of the text selected are useful and could have been explained in 
order to make further points about Mollie. The response is top of band one. (Band 1, 3 marks)
Part (b): There is understanding of Clover as she is presented in the extract and some of the 
useful material offered there has been selected by the candidate. However, this answer is brief: 
the number of points is limited and the response lacks references to the ways in which the author 
achieves effects. In demonstrating how the extract reveals things about the character, the candidate 
does not consider specific language points at all. Although it is noted that Clover is clever and loyal, 
more explanation and more support would be required to move this response into band 2. This part 
of the answer is ‘generally sound’ and the limited amount of evidence selected is ‘mostly relevant’. 
(Band 1, 2 marks)
Part ( c): Although what the candidate provides here is correct, and ‘deception’ is understood, 
the answer is quite general and very brief. Once again, the number of points is very limited and 
there is not enough use of the extract in support of them. Much of the second paragraph is simply 
a very long – and unexplained- quotation. There is only enough here to suggest ‘mostly sound’ 
understanding of the context and the theme. (Band 1, 2 marks)
Part (d) : A relevant area of the text has been selected: the deception of the other animals by the 
pigs when Boxer is taken away from the farm. However, this is a very brief response. It does not 
attempt to explore or discuss the incident and does not offer any detail to demonstrate knowledge 
of theme or character. There is simply not enough here to award a higher mark. (Band 1, 1 mark)
SPG: Although brief, this response does demonstrate accuracy and general control of meaning. It 
matches mark descriptors and the exemplars for Band 2. The candidate has met the intermediate 
performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy 
and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (2 marks)

Examiner Comments
Candidates should use as many examples 
from the extract(s) as they can.

Examiner Tip
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The following example is mostly a Band 3 response.
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Part (a): There is a good range of evidence and a number of points made in this response. AO4 
(social, cultural and historical context) is not assessed in Section A. (Band 3, 6 marks)
Part (b): The candidate explores three ideas in detail. A thorough understanding is demonstrated. 
Some thoughtful comments are offered. (Band 3, 6 marks)
Part (c): In similar style, the candidate explores the areas in detail, although these do not always 
appear to focus sharply on ‘deception’. The response is sustained, although ideas are not always 
clearly expressed. (Band 3, 5 marks)
Part (D): A relevant section of the text has been chosen and helpfully indicated by the candidate. 
Two detailed examples have been provided and the response is sustained. (Band 3, 7 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use 
the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question’. (3 marks)

Examiner Comments

Remember for 2015 examinations, the Section A 
questions will have three parts rather than four:
a) Character in the extract 8 marks 
b) Language in the extract 12 marks 
c) Theme outside the extract 16 marks
SPG 3 marks
Total 39 marks.

Examiner Tip
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The following is a full mark exemplar.
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This candidate is awarded full marks for all sections.

Part (a): Candidates should refer to the extract, drawing on specific words or phrases in order to identify 
personality traits. The candidate demonstrates perceptive understanding of the character throughout their 
response. The candidate elaborates that Mollie is shown to be a “childish character“, and the fact that she

Examiner Comments
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is “selfish and lazy“; in addition to exploring the more ambiguous traits using a variety of discriminating 
evidence from the text. In fulfilling the later criteria, the candidate notes that Mollie has failed to understand 
Animalism. “Mollie has broken one of the commandments and not understood that their enemy is man”. The 
response further explores whether this position is adopted by Mollie because of “naivety“, “as she doesn’t 
realise the other animals have strong feelings of hatred“ or indeed that she simply enjoys the treats afforded 
to her by humans and has no loyalty to those on Animal Farm- “they give her what she wants, she is happy.” 
This discussion of the subtleties in Mollie’s character marks the candidate’s response as perceptive and worthy 
of full marks for AO1. Textual detail is selected and evaluated to both illustrate and support interpretations. The 
response clearly uses a range of discriminating evidence to demonstrate knowledge of the character. (Band 3, 8 
marks)

Part (b): Candidates should refer to the extract. Specific words or phrases should illustrate the points made. 
The question requires candidates to examine language, but this does not mean each point must refer to a 
linguistic device or term; it is the exploration of specific words, phrases – or punctuation - which is important. 
The confident use of linguistic terms could be indicative of a higher band response.
The candidate is convincing in their references to how the writer achieves effects through their use of language. 
The candidate identifies the salient quotation and is confident in both naming the language feature used 
and describing the effect of this. “A declarative sentence that perhaps shows to (sic) the reader how Clover 
isn’t being forceful, yet you can understand she wants to speak to Mollie alone.” The candidate identifies the 
pertinent point and uses key word short quotations to exemplify the points made; citing their own opinion 
of the effect but also acknowledging where this may be ambiguous, “perhaps” and suggesting the intention 
of the author in these cases. The candidate perceptively and correctly identifies understanding of linguistic, 
grammatical, structural and presentational features of language for example “the adjective”, “the short 
sentence”, “and the exclamation mark.” Their perceptive use of relevant examples from the text such as 
“the adjective “long” suggests this as could highlight that she couldn’t see what actually happened“ and “the 
exclamation mark highlights this as it portrays an angry tone“ marks this as a response worthy of full marks in 
Band 5. (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (c): Again, candidates should refer to the extract and select examples from it in order to support the 
points made. The candidate is effective in their exploration of the significance of deception in this extract. 
The candidate again provides an explanation of the significance of theme in the extract, showing a perceptive 
understanding. The candidate highlights their understanding of the meaning of deception and the effects of 
this specifically in the extract by exploring Mollie’s actions. “She’s lying to cover up something she has done”, 
“she’s trying to imply that she hasn’t done anything wrong when clearly she has, “she had panicked when 
being confronted”, and “she’s pretending that she was sleeping.” There is a convincing reference to context and 
therefore an implicit thorough knowledge of the rest of the novel. “It is significant as it is the first time that an 
animal has disobeyed the rules of Animalism.” Overall, the candidate displays again a perceptive understanding 
and was awarded the top mark in Band 5. (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (d): Candidates should select their own choice of extract to explore. Ideally, the chosen extract should 
be of similar length to the one provided (around a page or 350 words) in order for candidates to analyse it in 
sufficient detail, although some candidates may choose a longer extract or chapter. More time is usually spent 
on this part of the question, as it carries the most marks. The length of the response does not have to be much 
longer than previous answers, as the candidate has had to spend time looking for their extract. The candidate is 
asked to respond by using an extract from one other part of the novel in part (d). The candidate is successful in 
their selection of a relevant part of the novel and provides a page and event reference. The candidate notes how 
deception is introduced subtly by the author “deception is first implied to the reader” and provides an effective 
quotation to support this assertion - “Napoleon’s tail had grown rigid and twitched sharply from side to side, a 
sign of intense mental activity.” The candidate continues in their perceptive use of relevant examples from the 
text to demonstrate knowledge. “Do you know who is responsible for this Snowball!”, “almost immediately the 
footprints of a pig were discovered in the grass.” The candidate also highlights a perceptive understanding of 
linguistic features. Furthermore, the candidate displays their perceptive understanding of the author’s use of 
grammatical, structural and presentational features. “Orwell uses a rhetorical question to highlight Napoleon’s 
deceptive nature”, the declarative sentence and the use of the word “knew” highlights the significance of the 
pig’s deceptive story.” The candidate again fulfils all criteria and is awarded the top mark in Band 5. (Band 5, 12 
marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules 
of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands of the 
question’. (3 marks)

Remember: 

AO4 is not assessed in Section A, so references to the context of the novel 
are not credited and can waste the candidate’s time, e.g. a discussion of 
the Russian Revolution in relation to Animal Farm.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

This novel was the second most popular option for Section A. A full range of marks was 
awarded. The extract was taken from Dr Lanyon's Narrative, when Hyde transforms in front 
of Lanyon.

Part (a) Hyde

On the whole, candidates made a good range of points about Hyde’s character and 
supported these with, more often than not, selective quotations and good references to 
specific language points (even though not required to for this part of the question), such as 
mentioning the verbs ‘reeled' and ‘staggered'.

Part (b) Lanyon

Many candidates explored Hyde's character and how this juxtaposed with Lanyon’s more 
conventional personality. There was good evidence to reveal that Lanyon transforms himself 
from a somewhat calm persona to his terrified ‘O God‘ ejaculations.

Part (c) Terror in extract

On the whole, this was well-answered. Many repeated ideas from the previous two parts, 
which was acceptable. 

Part (d) Terror elsewhere 

Popular and appropriate choices included: the Carew murder; Hyde trampling the child and 
‘Incident at the Window'. Most candidates responded well, although responses often lacked 
full exploration of the chosen extract. 

In this first example, the candidate provides a mostly sound response.  
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Part (a): The candidate approaches the question of Hyde’s character by commenting on the effect 
of the emerging personality of Hyde on Jekyll’s character. The response begins with the general 
point that Hyde has a “negative” effect on Jekyll. This is supported by Jekyll’s appearance as “like 
a man restored from death”. The candidate elaborates on the evil nature of Hyde suggesting that 
he is “some type of monster” and gives further textual evidence to illustrate this. This response is 
limited in range but does use the text to support the points made. The response is sound. (Band 
2, 3 marks)
Part (b): The candidate identifies Lanyon as “intelligent”, “professional” and “clever”. These 
assertions are supported by Lanyon’s words “said I, affecting a coolness that I was far from truly 
possessing”. The candidate makes an interesting point that such “calm” language in a situation 
of great terror accentuates Lanyon’s “professional” nature. Further character traits identified 
are “strong at having an opinion”, “serious” and “formal”. These points are supported by quotes 
and close textual reference. The comments on the nature of Lanyon’s language and the use of 
repetition show a good understanding of the effects of language. This, coupled with the analysis 
of relevant textual detail, makes this a sustained response. (Band 3, 6 marks)
Part (c): This response explores the significance of terror in the extract by focusing on Lanyon’s 
reactions: “my arm raised to shield me” and “I sprung to my feet and leaped back”. The candidate 
also picks out Lanyon’s words “my mind submerged in terror”, but does not really explore it in any 
detail. This is a sound response. (Band 2, 4 marks)
Part (d): The candidate focuses on chapter 8 [“The Last Night”] where Poole goes to Utterson for 
help. The response gives examples of Poole’s speech, “he cried” and “I don’t like it, sir – I wish 
I may die if I like it” and suggests that the panic and uncertainty adds to the sense of terror and 
that Poole is in “a state of emergency and in a living nightmare”. The candidate also observes that 
Poole’s act of going to see Utterson about “personal matters of the master” is quite unusual and 
therefore suggests the extreme fear that Poole is in. Finally, the candidate makes the further point 
that Utterson’s words and reactions to Poole, “now take your time”, add to the sense of terror. 
This response shows a clear understanding with relevant examples from the text to illustrate the 
theme of terror in the chosen extract. (Band 2, 5 marks)
SPG (based on section d): General control of meaning is sound and reasonable accuracy is shown. 
There are some errors such as missing apostrophes and run-on sentences. 
The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and 
use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question’. (2 marks)

Examiner Comments

Parts (b) and (d) of the question assess the author’s use 
of language. Specific words, phrases and even the use of 
punctuation can be used as exemplars. 
For 2015, Part (b) of the question will focus on language.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a full mark script. Points are often perceptive and the candidate uses a 
wide range of evidence to support the points made throughout the response.
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Part (a): The candidate refers to the extract frequently, drawing upon specific words or phrases from 
the text such as “submerged my mind in terror” and interprets these in order to display a perceptive 
understanding of the character of Hyde and the impact he makes on others. The candidate notes 
Hyde’s opinions of transcendental medicine, as well as the writer’s descriptions of him as being 
unnatural and terrifying. The response refers to the repetition of the plea “Oh God”, and captures the 
disturbing nature of Hyde’s speech and appearance. (Band 3, 8 marks)
Part (b): The candidate demonstrates several ways in which the writer presents the character of 
Lanyon, using relevant examples from the extract and exploring them in depth. Several sophisticated 
points are made, such as the linking of a semantic field of death to the deteriorating state of health 
of Lanyon, with convincing examples. The candidate comments explicitly on language features, for 
example noting the use of metaphor and describing how the experience shook him “to the roots”, 
as well as commenting upon the way connotations of words such as “bound” shape the reader’s 
perception. (Band 5, 10 marks)

Examiner Comments
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Part (c): Throughout their answer the candidate employs sustained relevant textual reference in 
order to convey the importance of terror in the extract, with frequent and incisive use of quotation. 
The importance of terror is examined in terms of its significance in causing Lanyon’s death, the 
transformation from Hyde to Jekyll, and the characterisation of Hyde. The exploration of terror of the 
unknown is linked convincingly to the book’s 19th century context without deflecting attention away 
from the passage. Impact on the reader is engaged with, and there is also some focus on the writer’s 
craft. (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (d): The candidate successfully identifies an appropriate passage from another area of the text. 
Perceptive use of this is made to illuminate the theme of terror and this is done partly through a 
detailed consideration of the writer’s employment of specific language features, e.g. simile, semantic 
field and pathetic fallacy. The candidate’s points are developed convincingly and are evidenced, 
for example, with reference to specific vocabulary and phrases such as “black winter morning,” 
“juggernaut” and “hellish”. There is effective selection of textual detail to support the portrayal of 
terror as significant. The candidate demonstrates perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, 
structural and presentational features of language. (Band 5, 12 marks)
SPG: The response is technically accurate in terms of spelling, grammar and punctuation. It 
uses a wide range of specialist terms adeptly and with precision. The candidate has met the high 
performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (3 marks)

By providing a range of varied points supported with the 
sustained use of relevant examples from the extract(s), 
candidates can access the higher mark bands.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
The Hound of the Baskervilles

This was the third most popular option for Section A. The extract was taken from Chapter 
9 of the novel, The Light upon the Moor, when Sir Henry and Watson catch Barrymore 
signalling from the window. A full range of marks was awarded and candidates engaged with 
all parts of the question.

Part (a) Sir Henry

The extract enabled candidates to fully explore Sir Henry’s character and nearly always 
included his questioning technique.

Part (b) Barrymore

Most candidates demonstrated a good focus on Barrymore’s character and the use of 
powerful verbs and the 'hiss' and 'snake' imagery linking them with the connotations of 
guilt. 

Part (c) Secrecy in extract

A range of examples from the extract was included in the responses.

Part (d) Secrecy elsewhere

Holmes' disguise on the moor, Watson's meeting with Miss Stapleton and Laura Lyons' 
meeting with Sir Charles seemed to be the most popular choices for candidates.

In this first example, the candidate is demonstrating a generally sound understanding in 
response to the extract(s).
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Part (a): This is a very brief response with one main point and two examples from the 
extract. (Band 1, 2 marks)
Part (b): A few points have been made and supported with evidence from the extract. 
The candidate does not always explain what the examples tell us about Barrymore and 
more examples could have been included in the response. (Band 2, 4 marks)
Part (c): In this part of the question, the candidate does not support any points with 
evidence from the extract. The response tends to be generalised and out of extract. 
(Band 1, 1 mark)
It is interesting to note the change of handwriting style in this response – on closer 
examination the formation of some letters is very similar to the ‘other’ style.
Part (d): This is a sound response. A valid area of text has been selected and points are 
supported.  Language points are not always accurate.  (Band 2, 5 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate 
and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning 
in the context of the demands of the question’. (3 marks)

Examiner Comments

Often, a more successful route to marks in higher bands 
is through the use of ‘short PEEs and more examples.

Examiner Tip
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In this second example, the candidate demonstrates an assured response to the extract(s). 
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Part (a): The candidate provides an assured response and is beginning to demonstrate a 
perceptive understanding. ‘Straightforward’, ‘no-nonsense’ and ‘authoritative’ are some 
of the suggestions which the candidate uses to describe the character of Sir Henry. These 
comments are supported by a variety of discriminating quotations from the extract.  There 
is evidence of confident engagement with the text and trying to come to grips with the 
language. (Band 3, 7 marks)
Part (b): A full range of points has been considered. The response on how the language 
in the passage describes Barrymore is assured. There is an assured and liberal use of 
relevant examples from the text and some pertinent comments especially when comparing 
Barrymore to a snake. This is a compact and focused response. (Band 4, 7 marks)
Part (c): The candidate has provided a response about the theme of secrecy which is 
both perceptive and convincing. Firm focus on the question is maintained throughout and 
comments are supported by sustained relevant textual reference. The candidate’s choice of 
examples demonstrates an excellent grasp of the theme. (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (d): The candidate guides the reader to the chosen extract which discusses in 
convincing detail the Stapleton ‘siblings’. The response is focused on the question. The 
candidate uses perceptive and relevant examples from the text and the level of textual 
detail indicates a convincing knowledge and understanding of the text and the theme in 
question. (Band 5, 12 marks)The candidate fulfils the ‘High Performance’ criteria. 
The candidate spells with consistent accuracy and displays a controlled use of grammar 
and punctuation. Specialist terms when used, were used with accuracy and precision. 
Level 3, 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should always remember to use the entire 
extract, not just one small part of it. 

Examiner Tip



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 39

Question 4
Felicia's Journey

This novel receives the least number of responses compared to other texts in Section A, but 
often the quality of them are very high. The extract was taken from Chapter 6, when Felicia 
goes to see Mrs Lysaght and asks her for Johnny's address.  

Part (a): This part of the question asked candidates to consider the character of Mrs 
Lysaght.

Part (b): Focused on the language used to present Felicia in the extract.

Part (c): Asked candidates to explore the significance of 'desperation' in the extract and 
for Part (d): 'desperation' in another part of the novel. 

A full range of marks were awarded and one example is included here. 

This is a full mark exemplar. The candidate has provided a wide range of points and has 
supported these with relevant textual evidence. 
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Part (a): The candidate provides a range of points about Mrs Lysaght and uses the whole 
extract. Each point is supported with relevant examples. Ideas are maturely expressed 
and interpretative. (Band 3, 8 marks)
Part (b): The candidate maintains a sharp focus on the question and provides a range of 
examples to illustrate the character of Felicia. These points also explore the language, 
such as the use of imperatives and the use of repetition. The candidate explores specific 
words, such as ‘tingled’. The response is perceptive. (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (c): In this part of the question, the candidate explores all areas of the extract in 
detail in order to explain the ‘battle’ of desperation, which is both ‘mental’ and ‘physical’ 
for both Felicia and Mrs Lysaght. The response is very detailed and supports all ideas 
with relevant examples. (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (d): The candidate provides a thorough treatment of the chosen extract. A wide 
range of points and examples have been provided to illustrate desperation in another 
part of the novel. Ideas are maturely expressed. (Band 5, 12 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate 
and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning 
in the context of the demands of the question’. (3 marks)

Examiner Comments

As demonstrated in this response, selective 
quotations are often far more effective. More 
than one point can be made from a sentence.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Pride and Prejudice

The extract was taken from Chapter 20, when Mrs Bennet wants Mr Bennet to support 
her when demanding that Lizzy should marry Mr. Collins.

This remains a popular text for many centres and the extract proved an engaging and 
inviting entrance into the examination. Candidates were able to comment with confidence 
on aspects of language from the extract, commenting on “coax” and “threaten” with some 
remarkable development in some cases. The theme of marriage and attitudes toward it 
was an open and inviting task and many candidates clearly felt comfortable. There was a 
tendency to generalise and provide a potted history of ‘women’ during the 18th and 19th 
centuries, which was not entirely helpful and simply served to steer the candidates away 
from the extract. The more impressive responses highlight tension in the text and explore 
the author’s craft, with worthwhile comments on gender equality.

A full range of marks was awarded.

Part (a) of the question focused on Mr Bennet.

Part (b) asked candidates to comment on the language used to present Mrs Bennet.

Part (c) focused on views of marriage in the extract and for Part (d) candidates were 
asked to explore the significance of marriage in another part of the novel.

In this exemplar, the candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text. 
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Part (a): The question focuses on Mr Bennet - there are a number of points drawing 
on his relationship with Mrs Bennet.  Nevertheless, a thorough understanding is 
demonstrated. (Band 2, 5 marks)
Part (b): The candidate provides a sustained response, which demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of the character. Confidence improves. (Band 3, 5 marks)
 Part (c): A sustained response is presented. The candidate moves away from the 
extract and would have benefited with more examples. (Band 3, 5 marks) 
Part (d): The candidate helpfully guides the reader to the chosen extract. The response 
is sustained, although more close analysis would have benefited the answer. (Band 3, 6 
marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate 
and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning 
in the context of the demands of the question’. (3 marks)

Examiner Comments

For the final part of the question, candidates should 
select an extract of similar length to the one provided. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
Great Expectations

There were few entries on this text which surprised examiners as it remains a timeless 
presentation of family, power politics and a thoroughly amazing story of love and obsession. 
Candidates were provided with a very effective extract from which to shape their responses 
- the extract was taken from Chapter 7, when Joe and Pip are talking. Many candidates 
highlighted the relationship between Magwitch and Pip; many of these responses were ‘a joy 
to read as it was clear that the candidates fully understood the dynamic of the relationship.

Part (a) of the question focused on the character of Joe.

Part (b) asked candidates to comment on the effect of language used to present the 
character of Pip.

Part (c) focused on relationships in the extract and Part (d), relationships in another 
part of the novel.  

In this exemplar, the candidate has fully engaged with the question, but has run out of time 
for Part (d).
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Part (a): This is a comprehensive and discriminating response, which goes beyond expectations (a 
pun is not intended here). It offers an excellent number of perceptive points and considers matters 
which reveal much about Joe’s character such as education, family relationships and ambitions. It 
looks in some depth at the contrasts between Jo and Pip at their shared status as victims of Mrs 
Joe’s temper. Ideas are explained and supported with short apt quotations or references. (Band 3, 8 
marks)
There is more here than is required for full marks and it seems that time has been spent on this part 
of the question at the expense of part (d).  
Part (b): Again, a perceptive and discriminating response is offered. Many points listed in the 
indicative content are included here and the answer is fully explained and supported. We are shown 
that Pip is revealed in the extract as intelligent, but also loving and childish. Quotations are short and 
well-chosen. (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (c): Here a detailed exploration of the three relationships presented in the extract is undertaken. 
The candidate considers each and makes convincing reference to context supported with relevant 
textual reference. The theme and its significance is clearly understood and thoughtfully explored. All 
points are well-supported with apt quotation and reference. Clearly, full marks. (Band 5, 10 marks)
Part (d): It seems likely that the candidate ran out of time (and space) here, perhaps because the 
previous sections were dealt with at such length. A relevant section of the novel has been chosen, 
that in which Pip and Estella first meet, but not enough close analysis has been included. More 
detail on the use of language and other devices would be required for a higher mark. There is some 
insightful explanation of the extract (and what it will lead to) and knowledge about the relationship 
is clearly demonstrated. Tangential connections are made between the extract and the ways in which 
its significance is revealed in later parts of the novel. There is confidence in the way that cause and 
effect are considered. (Band 3, 6 marks)
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use 
the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the 
demands of the question’. (3 marks)

Examiner Comments

Careful time management is essential.
For the 2015 examination, it is recommended that candidates spend 
approx 10, 15 and 20 minutes per part, to reflect the weighting of marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
SECTION B: DIFFERENT CULTURES AND TRADITIONS

Anita and Me

Although not a popular text option, a range of marks was awarded. Question 7 asked 
candidates to consider the setting of Tollington in the novel. Some interesting ideas were 
presented, such as the differences in culture and customs, racism and the difficulties 
experienced by Asian families. There were some who made comparisons between Tollington 
and India. Others juxtaposed the changing nature of Tollington with the changes Meena was 
experiencing as she grew up. 

This is an example of a 'sound' response.
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The candidate draws comparisons between the Kumars’ lives in 
India and Tollington and how the arrival of Nanima helps them to 
‘settle’. Some reference is made to how Meena wants to become a ‘wench’  
and to fit in by using ‘the local tongue’.  More specific reference to Tollington 
and how the area changes would have benefited this response. The response is 
sound, but not sustained.   
AO1: Band 2, 6 marks
AO4: Band 2, 8 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (4 marks)

Examiner Comments A short plan would help some 
candidates keep ideas focused 
and to generate more ideas. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
Anita and Me

Candidates were asked to explore the theme of 'loss' in the novel. Very few responses were 
seen, but a range of marks were awarded. Some interesting ideas were presented, such as 
the loss of the Tollington residents' way of life and how it changed as the area developed. 
Most candidates concentrated on the loss of Meena's innocence and childhood, Meena's loss 
of Robert and the loss of friendship with Anita.  

This is an example of a Band 1 borderline response. 
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The candidate immediately considers the loss of Robert and goes on to briefly 
comment on her loss of friendship with Anita. The final paragraph suggests 
that the candidate ran out of time. The idea of the loss of the dog is briefly 
mentioned. The response does not contain enough examples.
AO1: Band 1, 4 marks
AO4: Band 1, 5 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (4 marks)

Examiner Comments

Ideally, candidates should refer frequently to the key 
words in the question, and explicitly refer to them in 
the conclusion in order to answer the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

Although not one of the most popular texts, responses to the novel are often very 
successful. 

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the significance of the narrator in the 
novel. The majority of answers gained marks in the top two bands. 

This is an example of a sound response. 
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The candidate makes a range of relevant points, but the response is not supported 
with enough specific examples. Many points are generalised rather than being 
supported with detail from the novel. There is clearly a sound understanding of 
the narrator when the candidate discusses the relationships he has with both Luo 
and the Seamstress. 
AO1: Band 2, 6 marks
AO4: band 2, 8 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (3 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should locate specific events in the 
novel where the named character features and 
use this evidence in their response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

Although not one of the most popular texts, responses to the novel are often very 
successful. 

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the significance of the cultural customs 
and beliefs in the novel. This task was the most popular option for candidates.

This following exemplar is an assured response.
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This is a maturely expressed and assured response. The candidate explores in 
detail a range of relevant points, such as: Phoenix Mountain and the significance 
of its name; the importance of the alarm clock and the significance of time; the 
‘gingko tree’; Four Eyes drinking the buffalo’s blood and concludes with some 
discussion about ‘The Little Red Book’. The social, cultural and historical context 
is naturally embedded through the examples provided. 
AO1: Band 4, 12 marks
AO4: Band 4, 18 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (6 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should consider ‘how’ and ‘why’ the 
examples used are significant or important. 
They should use a range of examples in support 
of the question from throughout the whole text.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
Heroes

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the significance of Arthur Rivier in the 
novel. Many thoughtful and sustained responses were seen and candidates had considered 
the impact of the war on both Arthur and other veterans. 

The following is an example of a thorough, thoughtful and sustained response. Despite 
some repetition, the candidate is beginning to demonstrate an assured understanding, so 
the marks have been pushed up into Band 4. 



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 75



76 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 77



78 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01

The response discusses the presentation of Arthur Rivier in Heroes. The candidate establishes 
a clear focus from the opening of the response and explores Rivier’s ‘significance in the 
novel’. Reference is made to how he is a veteran of the war and a ‘drunk’ and the candidate 
explains how the impact of war has scarred Arthur Rivier and driven him to drink to ‘ease the 
pain’. 
Throughout the response the candidate explores the context of the novel, its setting after 
the war and how Arthur is ‘badly affected’ by his experiences as a soldier. The candidate also 
considers how Cormier uses Arthur to ‘show the pain he has been suppressing’ following his 
experiences. The response is sustained throughout and close references to the text are made 
frequently and securely. At the start of page three, the candidate does begin to briefly lose 
focus and the response becomes more general, discussing the impact of war on the men in 
Frenchtown and discusses the theme of what it is to be a ‘hero’. However at the bottom of 
page three the candidate does return to the main focus of the question – Arthur Rivier. A 
number of key areas of the novel are explored including Arthur’s relationship with Francis 
and how he shows him ‘respect’; his attitude to war and thoughts on being a hero. At times 
the response is a little repetitive, however context is clearly integrated throughout and the 
candidate was awarded marks in Band 4.
AO1: Band 4, 11 marks
AO4: Band 4, 16 marks
SPG: 5 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and 
use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the 
context of the demands of the question’. (5 marks)

Examiner Comments

Encourage candidates to conclude with a short summative 
comment that explicitly answers the question. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
Heroes

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the significance of appearances 
in the novel. This was the more popular of the two questions. Many candidates 
considered Francis’s physical appearance and explored how the appearance of Larry 
LaSalle was deceptive. Some considered Nicole’s appearance and compared her changing 
appearance from the beginning of the novel and at the end.  

This is a sound response.
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This is a sound response and is a typical Band 2 answer. It is not sustained (hence preventing 
it from Band 3), but the evidence referred to is better than a Band 1 response. 
The candidate considers Francis, Nicole and Larry LaSalle in the response, but the lack of 
details, examples and development prevent this response from progressing to the higher 
bands. 
AO1: Band 2, 6 marks
AO4: Band 2, 8 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning 
in the context of the demands of the question’. (4 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should select examples throughout 
the text and provide as many as possible. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 13

Of Mice and Men - Candy

Candidates produced a variety of well practised responses on Candy as expected, but 
as ever some fresh insight was well expressed. As Candy is evident in most sections, 
candidates had plenty of evidence to choose from. Most successful candidates were selective 
and developed points in greater depth. Many picked up on his subtle manipulative nature 
and his more overt penchant for gossip. 

One examiner wrote:

"The choice of Candy was an inspired one as candidates were able to comment with 
sophistication and detailed analysis on the ways in which he was presented. Candidates 
were impressive in the ways in which they discussed the character thematically. Moreover, 
they drew effective parallels with other characters such as Crooks, Lennie and Curley’s 
wife. Occasionally candidates drifted into what seemed like a separate history assignment.” 
Centres should recognise that to move away from the text in this way is not a helpful 
approach, and that contextual comments must be rooted in the actual novella.

This first example is a borderline Band 1 and 2. 
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After a brief plan, the candidate provides a sound response to the question. A range of 
points have been made, but the response is not sustained and more examples would 
have been of benefit. The candidate identifies that sympathy is created for the character 
and how he has been injured on the ranch. The final paragraph contains some relevant 
points about the shooting of his dog and how this foreshadows the shooting of Lennie. 
AO1: Band 2, 5 marks 
AO4: Band 2, 6 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of 
meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (4 marks)

Examiner Comments

In Section B responses, candidates should integrate 
the social, cultural and historical context. AO4 
comments should support the points made and 
should not be stand-alone or ‘bolt on’.

Examiner Tip
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The following is an example of a full mark response.
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This response presents a convincing account of Candy’s significance in the novel. The candidate 
focuses on the question immediately with a concise introduction identifying the line of thought—that 
Candy is significant “because he embodies several of the themes displayed in the novel such as 
discrimination, dreams and friendship”. The response then examines each theme in relation to Candy.
In the section on “friendship” the candidate marshals abundant textual detail to consider the 
connections between Candy’s relationship with his dog and the relationship between George and 
Lennie. These links are well made and show an insightful reading of the text and understanding of 
character. For example, after Carlson has shot Candy’s dog the candidate comments on Candy’s 
silence as “unusual for him as he’s one of the most conversational characters in the book”.
When dealing with the theme of “dreams” in relation to Candy this response is assured in both its 
understanding of Candy’s role in George and Lennie’s dream and the awareness of the context of the 
novel. This is shown by the comments about how Candy’s excitement on being part of George and 
Lennie’s plans is accentuated due to the general impoverished situation of migrant workers where 
the ideas of “rest” and “saving up” were very unusual. This section is marked by mature expression 
showing a sensitive response to the novel – “[Candy’s] volunteering was vital. George and Lennie had 
now given Candy ‘permission’ to dream”.
The final section of the response examines Candy’s significance in relation to “the discriminated 
weak workers”. Again, there is lots of textual evidence given to build connections between Candy 
and other “weak” characters such as Lennie, Crooks and Curley’s wife. The candidate stays focused 
on the question here and also makes relevant contextual commentary: “the weak, the abnormal, the 
broken, they’re all discriminated against”.
This response is assured throughout and in places perceptive. The expression is sophisticated and 
has a high degree of accuracy. The candidate synthesises text and context to address the question in 
a thorough and insightful way.
AO1: Band 5, 16 marks
AO4: Band 4, 24 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and use 
the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the 
demands of the question’. (6 marks)

Examiner Comments

50-60 minutes should be spent on Section B, 
including planning and checking of work. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 14

Of Mice and Men - Outsiders

The theme of outsiders in the novel was an open and engaging task: the responses were 
highly impressive in many cases. The most successful candidates chose fewer characters 
and highlighted different aspects of how they had been marginalised and had become 
outsiders. Weaker responses tended to repeat the same comments on ‘strength’ and 
‘weakness’ rather than discuss how the author had presented the degree to which they were 
sidelined or reasons for their disenfranchisement. Many candidates used the film as a visual 
cue to base their analysis on which was not always a helpful method. The better candidates 
planned their response (to a greater or lesser extent) and it should be the case that all try 
to quickly map out their ideas before commencing their response.

There was some tendency to make a justification for all characters to be considered 
as outsiders, and therefore rather superficial evidence was presented. Most successful 
responses were more selective and developed points in greater depth.  

This first exemplar is a borderline response, which does not include enough information and 
examples to take it to Band 2. 
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This is an example of a generally sound response. Few points have been made and the 
candidate does not explore any ‘outsider’ in great detail. Some brief AO4 points are made.
AO1: Band 1, 4 marks
AO4: Band 1, 5 marks 
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of 
meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (3 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should try to develop ideas, 
provide a range of examples and use brief 
quotations to support the points made.

Examiner Tip
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This response is provided for reference. It is an example of a full mark script.
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The points made are often perceptive and the candidate uses a wide range of evidence 
to support the points made throughout the response. The candidate has written almost 
5 pages of focused and sustained analysis including a focus on the expected characters: 
Crooks, Candy, Lennie and Curley’s wife but also a perceptive commentary on George 
and Curley. The inclusion of such characters sets the response apart from the majority of 
responses.
The candidate makes sophisticated reference to the writer’s craft and Steinbeck’s intentions. 
There are integrated references to significant contexts, demonstrating a perceptive 
understanding of the theme of “outsiders” in 1930s America. The candidate has a fluent 
style, with a confident, assured vocabulary and mature expression. Short, relevant, 
embedded quotations add to the overall finesse of the response. This candidate has clearly 
engaged with the text and responds in a personal, convincing manner. Technically, the 
candidate spells and punctuates consistently accurately throughout and demonstrates a high 
command of the English language. This is a thoughtful and intelligent response.
AO1: Band 5, 16 marks
AO4: Band 5, 24 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and 
use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the 
context of the demands of the question’. (6 marks)

Examiner Comments

Stronger responses often refer to the 
writer’s intention or to the writer’s craft.

Examiner Tip
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Question 15
Rani and Sukh

Candidates were asked to consider the significance of Billah Bains in the novel. Some 
excellent responses were seen and a full range of marks was awarded. Many candidates 
explored the events in the Punjab and how they impacted upon the lives of Rani and Sukh. 

One problem that arose was that several candidates only referred to an extract rather than 
referring to the whole novel. This often hindered the progression of marks into the higher 
bands as the responses lacked enough examples. 

This is an example of an assured response.
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This is a sustained and assured response. The candidate maintains a focus on the question 
and often begins new paragraphs with some reference to the character’s significance. 
There are points relating to Billah’s relationship with Kulwant and how he knew that it 
was dangerous. There is consideration of the effect on Kulwant when Billah is killed and 
the resulting family feud. Later, the candidate considers Billah’s actions and the impact of 
these upon Rani and Sukh. Ideas are clearly conveyed and detailed.
AO1: Band 4, 12 marks
AO4: Band 4, 18 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate and 
use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the 
context of the demands of the question’. (6 marks)

Examiner Comments

Character questions can be answered through a 
variety of methods, either chapter-by-chapter or by 
exploring the character through the key themes of 
the novel in order to demonstrate their significance. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 16
Rani and Sukh

This question focused on the significance of vengeance in the novel. Again, a full range of 
marks was awarded and some very detailed responses were provided. Many candidates 
mentioned Romeo and Juliet in their responses and drew similarities between the vengeance 
and feud between the Bains and Sandhus compared with the Capulets and Montagues. 

This is an example of a sound response, working towards Band 3.
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In this response, the candidate explains why vengeance is significant in the novel. 
The background to the feud is explained and how this has resulted in acts of 
vengeance. The social, cultural and historical context is integrated and relevant to 
the points made, such as family ‘izzat’. There is some narrative, but some relevant 
points within. The response would have benefited with more specific examples. 
AO1: Band 2, 7 marks
AO4: Band 2, 10 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (6 marks)

Examiner Comments

The development of ideas from the examples 
provided, together with some thoughtful 
engagement, is necessary for a response to 
qualify for marks in the higher bands. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 17
Riding the Black Cockatoo

With regret, there were no responses for this novel. All of those in this category were for Of 
Mice and Men and candidates had crossed the incorrect box on the examination paper.

Question 18
Riding the Black Cockatoo

With regret, there were no responses to this novel. All of those in this category were for Of 
Mice and Men and candidates had crossed the incorrect box on the examination paper.

Question 19
To Kill a Mockingbird

The character question focused on Jem. Some excellent responses were presented 
and usually followed a chronological order through the text. Examples included his childish 
obsession with ‘Boo’ to his angry tears of rage after the trial. There were some references 
to ‘his charity to embrace the insect world‘ to highlight his maturity. There was evidence of 
some excellent engagement with his character.

The following is an example of a sustained Band 3 response.
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In this response, the reader at first is not sure whether this is an answer to 
Question 19 or 20. It is not until the second page that Jem is mentioned. The 
response is sustained, although not assured enough for a Band 4. A good range of 
relevant points has been made, such as when Jem destroys Mrs Dubose’s camellias 
and Jem’s courage.
AO1: Band 3, 9 marks 
AO4: Band 3, 13 marks 
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question’. (4 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates should try to avoid providing a 
background introductory paragraph about 
the novel and attack the question directly. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 20
To Kill a Mockingbird

The theme question asked candidates to consider the significance of prejudice in the novel.

This question was a popular choice and, as one examiner commented 'one candidates must 
have been longing for'. Most responses contained sound textual evidence, although some 
textual knowledge could have been more selective. There were examples of prejudice 
between the sexes as well as examples from Mrs Merriweather, and the prejudice towards 
Tom Robinson.

The following is an example of an assured, Band 4 response.
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This is an assured response. The candidate provides a number of examples, which are supported 
with textual evidence and AO4 contextual consideration. 

There are relevant textual references to the significance of prejudice, such as the social inequality 
suggested by individuals giving up their seats, and the attitudes of Scout and Dill towards the trial. 
The candidate’s exploration of Scout’s use of “just”, for example, is detailed and well developed.
The selection of pertinent material displays an assured understanding of the theme of prejudice. 
The candidate explores a range of events and their implications, and is able to link these 
effectively to the novel’s context. The answer falls in the middle of Band 4.
The expression is assured throughout, and spelling is generally accurate although there are some 
minimal errors. 
AO1: Band 4, 12 marks
AO4: Band 4, 18 marks
SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: ‘Candidates spell, punctuate 
and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question’. (4 marks)

Examiner Comments

Candidates need to be reminded to check their 
responses for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Examiner Tip
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Section A

The responses placed in 'Section A' are those where candidates did not identify which 
question they were answering for examiners to mark. There were 225 responses where 
candidates failed to identify which question they were answering - or had crossed more than 
one box. A reminder to candidates would be very helpful. 

Section B

The responses placed in 'Section B' are those where candidates did not identify which 
question they were answering for examiners to mark. There were 483 responses where 
candidates failed to identify which question they were answering - or had crossed more than 
one box. 

Wherever possible, we should like to get this large number of 'unidentified' responses 
reduced and very much appreciate your help with this through general reminders. 

 

Paper Summary
 Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 for Section A, candidates must support their answers with relevant examples from the 
extract(s)

•	 for Section A, Part (d), candidates are required to provide examples from an extract of 
similar length to the one provided 

•	 candidates should only answer one question from Section A (all parts) and one question 
from Section B 

•	 candidates should label all parts of Section A clearly

•	 candidates should check that they have crossed the correct question number

•	 if a candidate prefers to respond to the Section B question first, they need to do this in 
the correct area of the answer booklet

•	 please remind yourselves of the specification changes for the 2015 examinations.

Thank you.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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