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Introduction
The English Literature 5ET1 Higher tier examination consists of two sections and lasts for 
an hour and forty-five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section. The questions 
on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they can achieve in 
relation to the detailed study of two texts.

The total number of marks available is 89. 

There are 43 marks available for Section A, which includes 3 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar assessed in part (d) of the question. 

46 marks are available for Section B, which includes 6 marks for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 

Study of Prose Texts

Section A: 

• One text from the Literary Heritage (the four part question). There is only one question 
per text and candidates should answer all four parts of the question. The maximum 
marks for each section of the question are: part (a) 8 marks; part (b) 10 marks; part 
(c) 10 marks and part (d) 12 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 3 is awarded for 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. Total: 43 marks.

Section B: 

• One text from Different Cultures (essay). Candidates provide a response to one of two 
questions. Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 16 marks and Assessment 
Objective 4 carries a maximum of 24 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 6 is awarded 
for spelling, punctuation and grammar. Total: 46 marks.

Comment:

• A full range of marks was awarded and most candidates were able to demonstrate 
their knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the texts they had studied. In 
many cases, candidates demonstrated enthusiasm and engagement in their responses. 
Marks are awarded in relation to key areas of the mark bands and whether a candidate 
demonstrates a generally sound, sound, sustained and thorough, pertinent and assured, 
or convincing and perceptive understanding.

• Animal Farm remains the most popular text for Section A and Of Mice and Men for 
Section B. Some excellent responses were seen for these texts and for the less popular 
options, such as Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress. An example for all texts has 
been included in this report.

For Section A

Centres should remind candidates to use only the information contained within the extract 
in order to answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of the question. Candidates who made several 
points, and supported these with examples from the extract, qualified for marks in the 
higher bands. The only section of the four part question that requires candidates to explore 
another area of the text is part (d). 

For part (d), candidates should select and explore one extract of their own choice. The 
extract should be approximately one page in length of the chosen text and be relevant to 
the given theme. 

Centres are reminded that AO4, the social, cultural and historical context, is not assessed 
in Section A (four part questions). 
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A number of candidates are still not labelling their responses clearly and often omit to 
identify (by crossing the appropriate box) the question number that they are answering. 
When responding to Section A, candidates may re-use examples provided for other parts of 
the question. 

On the whole, there was evidence of improved time management and a sharper focus on 
each part of the question. Candidates did particularly well with Section A, Part (a) character 
questions (evident in Animal Farm responses) with a number receiving full marks. The 
majority of candidates are now keeping their answers focused on the extract (for Parts (a), 
(b) and (c) and not discussing other parts of the text. Although some candidates still include 
some social and historical context (such as the Russian Revolution and Stalin for Question 
1), this number has decreased. More candidates are now choosing a specific extract to 
discuss for Part (d) rather than referring to the whole text, which has ultimately encouraged 
them to discuss one area in more detail. 

For Section B

Successful responses were those that had developed the ideas fully, showing some insight 
and analysis, and had kept a sharp focus on the question. 

In Section B responses, candidates are now integrating the social, cultural and historical 
context of the novel with specific examples from the text, rather than adding them as an 
after-thought or stand-alone points. AO4 is best approached through providing specific 
examples of characters, events and themes within the novel rather than being treated 
separately by providing background information that is unrelated or often irrelevant to the 
question. 

Fewer candidates are writing their Section B response in the Section A answer space. 
Centres are thanked for reminding candidates to respond in the correct area of the answer 
booklet and are asked to remind students continually of this. Candidates’ understanding of 
the rubrics of the examination has improved significantly.

Centres should be congratulated on their excellent subject knowledge and the delivery of 
the specification. 
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Question 1
Animal Farm

As in all previous series, Animal Farm remains the most popular option for Section A. A full 
range of marks was awarded.

Part (a) Most examiners have commented that on the whole, candidates answered this 
part of the question well. They understood the relationship between Clover and Boxer, and 
the fact that Boxer was loved. Some of the higher marks were gained by the students who 
made the connection between Boxer’s stupidity being responsible for his current situation, 
and used the 'white stripe' down his nose as a sign. A minority of students saw this as a 
chance to inform us that the plight of Boxer was a metaphor for the downtrodden working 
class of Russia, but got so enthralled by this, they did not make any other relevant points 
about the extract.

However, there was much accurate information given about Boxer with apt textual evidence 
to support the points made. There was comment on his ‘white stripe down his nose’ 
appearing to be a distinctive feature which the animals noticed, but in this pathetic position 
even his physical features seemed diminished.

Part (b) This was also answered well, and most understood the devices used to create panic. 
Clover’s cries of '"Boxer! Get out!"' were used to support their points, in conjunction with 
the use of punctuation marks for effect. Also the fact that Benjamin usually ‘kept his own 
council and never spoke to the other animals’ but that he ‘pushed Muriel’ out of the way to 
read out the sign on the van was identified as an indication of panic by a small number of 
students who obviously had studied the character of Benjamin as well as Boxer. 

Many did manage to identify the techniques of short sentences and punctuation, but failed 
to use quotations to support answers. A number of candidates mistakenly referred to 
personification, especially when talking about the ‘drumming of the hooves’.

Part (c) Some candidates took ‘ignorance’ to be 'rudeness' rather than ignorance meaning 
lack of knowledge. They tended to focus on the horses that were pulling the van, and 
missed out the ignorance of the animals in the first place for not being able to read. 

However, there were a number of students who did recognise this and the importance of 
ignorance was attributed to Boxer’s death, and how, if the animals had not been ignorant 
in the first place, they would have been able to read the van and understand what was 
happening. 

Part (d) A smaller number of students left this out than in previous years. Many used the 
'milk and apples' being taken as their examples, with more using the changing of the 
commandments. Those candidates who used Jones as the example did tend not to discuss 
the part of the animals. 

A handful of candidates used Napoleon’s taking of the puppies, but this was usually where 
they had mistaken ignorance as rudeness and talked of Napoleon’s ignorance towards the 
mother of the pups.

It was clear that some of the centres had taught the allegory of the novel well, and this was 
reflected in the evidence given by students. In a small number of answers, this was the sole 
topic of their answer and there was little reference to the actual novel itself.

Three examples, representating a range of marks, are included in this report. 

In this first exemplar, on the whole, the candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of 
the novel.
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1(a):The candidate makes the points that Boxer has grown 'weaker' than he used to be and 
seems 'fairly naïve'. The candidate also refers to Boxer as 'simple-minded' and suggests that the 
fact that the kicks had 'died away' was 'ominous'. These are supported with three references to 
the extract. The response is beginning to demonstrate thorough understanding, although more 
could have been said. This response moves just into band 2, 4 marks.
1(b):The candidate selects two examples from the extract and demonstrates a clear 
understanding of the language. The response is rather vague but does pick out 'simple adjectives' 
and refers to the effect of the 'repetition' of Clover’s “Get out! Get out quickly!” More examples 
from the extract would be needed to take this higher into band 2. This is a sound response. 4 
marks.
1(c):The candidate explores two avenues of ‘ignorance’. Two points are made and supported 
with an example and reference to the extract for each point made. This response has two fully 
developed points. This is a sound, secure band 2 response. The candidate would need to make at 
least one more developed point with evidence and textual reference in order to move into band 3 
'sustained'. Band 2, 4 marks.
1(d):The candidate has selected an appropriate area of the text and makes apt reference to 
the episode from one other part of the novel when Squealer changes the Commandments. 
Two pieces of evidence are selected from the chosen extract and points are developed soundly. 
The candidate demonstrates some clear understanding of language used. As the response is 
beginning to show sustained engagement, it just slips into band 3 with 6 marks.
SPG:The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria, on the whole, spelling with consistent 
accuracy and controlled use of punctuation and grammar. Level 3, 3 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should use as many examples from the 
extract(s) as they can.

Examiner Tip
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This second exemplar demonstrates a response which is thorough and sustained. The 
candidate has provided a stronger response to part (d) of the question. 
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1(a): The candidate has made three points about Boxer and supported these with relevant 
examples from the extract. Boxer is 'losing his strength', the pigs no longer have use for him, 
he has 'outrun his use' and the other animals 'care' for him. The last paragraph has references 
which are out of extract and a little repetitive in places. The response demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of the character. Band 2, 5 marks.
1(b): The candidate economically uses a range of evidence and maintains focus on the question. 
The candidate makes sustained use of embedded quotations and demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of how the language creates meaning. There are three clear points made, 
evidenced and explained and the candidate refers to the impact on the 'reader'. Band 3, 6 marks.
1(c): A range of developed points is made in this response. It is a little repetitive in places, 
referring twice to the horses taking Boxer to his death. Although not concise throughout, 
three clear points have been made, demonstrating a thorough understanding of the theme of 
ignorance. Band 3, 5 marks.
1(d): The candidate helpfully guides the reader to the chosen extract when the pigs take the milk 
and apples for themselves, at the end of Chapter 3. This is a confident response supported with 
a range of evidence. Language and embedded quotations enhance the overall response. At least 
four examples are given, demonstrating an assured understanding of the theme of ignorance 
in one other part of the novel. Band 4, 9 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria, spelling with consistent accuracy and 
using punctuation and grammar with effective control. Level 3, 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Remember that parts (b) and (d) of the question 
assess the author's use of language. Specific words, 
phrases and use of punctuation can be used as 
exemplars.

Examiner Tip
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This third exemplar is a response which is mostly assured and pertinent. 
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1(a): The candidate has identified a number of points about Boxer's character such as his 
'determined personality', that he is 'popular and respected', that he uses his last bit of 
'strength' to save himself and that the others 'admire' Boxer. The candidate has supported 
these with a wide range of relevant textual evidence which renders the response 
perceptive. Band 3, 7 marks.
1(b): The candidate provides an assured and confident response when explaining 
how Orwell presents an impression of panic. The response is rooted in the extract. The 
candidate weaves embedded quotations to support points and demonstrates a perceptive 
understanding of the language used and its meaning.There are at least 5 references to the 
extract and the response remains focused on the question. Band 5, 10 marks.
1(c): The candidate provides a perceptive response demonstrating an assured 
understanding of the theme of ignorance. A wide range of points have been made and 
supported with sustained relevant textual evidence. The candidate includes at least 8 
quotations to support points with convincing explanations given. Band 5, 10 marks.
1(d): The candidate has selected an appropriate area of the novel. The response is 
sustained and focused on the question. There is one overly long quotation in paragraph one. 
However, the candidate demonstrates an assured understanding of the theme. Although 
there are only two or three quotations used to support ideas, the examples selected are 
pertinent. Band 4, 9 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria, spelling with consistent accuracy 
and using punctuation and grammar with effective control. Level 3, 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

By providing a range of varied points supported with the sustained 
use of relevant examples from the extract, candidates can access 
the higher mark bands.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

This was the second most popular option for Section A.

Part (a) This part of the question asked candidates to discuss the character of Utterson. 
Some examiners thought that this was less well answered than in previous series. Many 
candidates seemed to miss the fact that 'his nightly patrols' meant he was either a creature 
of habit or obsessed. However, many did answer well, using evidence from the text. Many 
picked up on the more subtle answer of the fact that he was opinionated, ‘you must have 
heard my name’.

Part (b) Many candidates explored how Hyde is presented in the extract both confidently 
and successfully. The use of ‘hissing’ like a ‘snake’ was identified by most. A small number 
expanded on this and cited the biblical references and associated it with the Garden of 
Eden. Answers seemed much more chronological and meant the students’ responses were 
more sustained. The link to evil was not missed, with a handful really going into great detail 
about this. 

Part (c) Suspicion was discussed well, with a number picking up on the settings and the 
weather. Many of the answers referred closely to London at that time. A couple of responses 
mentioned that it was around the time of the Yorkshire Ripper, and how suspicion was 
evident all around. Candidates should be reminded that the social, cultural and historical 
context of the novel is not assessed in this section of the examination paper.

Part (d) The ‘Locked Door' extract seemed to be the most popular, with the ‘Carew Murder’ 
and the visit of Poole to Utterson’s house also being used. On the whole, candidates 
supported their responses with a good range of textual evidence from their chosen extract. 

Two exemplars have been provided for this question and represent typical responses.
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2(a): The candidate presents a sound response when discussing the character of Utterson. Mention 
is made of how Utterson is ‘quite mysterious’ and that he ‘took an instant dislike for Hyde’. However 
only three quotations are selected from the extract and the analysis repeats the points being made. 
More reference to the extract would be required to qualify for the next band, together with developed 
PEE structured paragraphs. Band 1, 3 marks.

2(b): The candidate makes sustained reference to the extract and maintains a focus on language. 
An awareness of word classes is illustrated in the discussion of how ‘the verb hissing’ and the 
‘adverb strongly’ are used by Stevenson to present the character of Hyde. The candidate shows 
a sustained understanding of character and meets the descriptors for band 3. To move to band 4 
the candidate needs to develop the analysis of the selected quotation as the response is rather 
formulaic and undeveloped at times, especially paragraph 2, which simply states how the word 
‘strongly emphasises how much Hyde is disliked,’ and is not developed further. There is slight 
misunderstanding in the last paragraph with a quotation selected that does not completely link to the 
point being made. Band 3, 6 marks.
2(c): A short response for part (c) with only two points being made about Utterson ‘wondering why 
Dr Jekyll is not in’ and ‘how [Hyde] is allowed by Jekyll to stay there’. The candidate appears to have 
struggled with this question and although some attempt is made to select evidence from the text 
to link to the theme of suspicion, the two quotations chosen do not fully support the points being 
made. Further discussion and development is required to take this higher. Generally sound. Band 1, 2 
marks.
2(d): The candidate has chosen an appropriate extract from the novel, ‘Incident at the Window’ 
and four clear points are made discussing how ‘Jekyll is feeling very low’, how ‘Jekyll does not allow 
Utterson in’, ‘the window being thrust down’ and Utterson’s exclamation ‘God forgive us’. All are fully 
supported by textual evidence. Despite this, some points could have been developed further and 
as this part is a discussion of language, more focus on the linguistics used is required to move to a 
higher band.The response demonstrates a thorough understanding and is sustained. Just into band 3, 
6 marks. 
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria, on the whole, using spelling, 
punctuation and grammar with considerable accuracy.There is general control of meaning. Level 2, 2 
marks

Examiner Comments

Often, a more successful route to marks in higher bands is through the use of 'short PEEs and 
more e.gs.'

Examiner Tip
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In this second example, the majority of the response is sustained and offers some 
thoughtful engagement with the question. 
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2(a): The candidate has produced three detailed paragraphs, identifying how the character of 
Utterson is ‘superstitious’, ‘inquisitive’ and ‘intelligent’ and textual selection supports the points being 
made. A sound analysis of the text is also given. However to move to a band 2 the development of 
ideas needs to be more thorough, as the candidate tends to repeat or re-phrase what has already 
been said at the start of the paragraph, rather than expanding on the ideas. The response would also 
have benefited from more examples from the extract. Top of band 1, 3 marks.
2(b): The response to part (b) shows a sustained and thoughtful engagement with the text and 
four developed points are given to explore the character of Hyde. The candidate also illustrates a 
sustained knowledge of word classes and linguistic devices. Mention is made of Stevenson’s use of the 
‘adjective small’ and the ‘adverb coolly’ to describe Hyde’s appearance and behaviour; and the use of 
onomatopoeia, ‘hissing’, and how it is used symbolically to represent evil, is mentioned, although this 
point does lack development to move to the next band. Band 3, 5 marks.
2(c): Unfortunately, the candidate has muddled ‘suspicion’ with ‘superstitious’, but the explanation 
supports the question. The selection of textual evidence is appropriate and the three key points 
made are appropriate to the theme set. The candidate does attempt to ask questions of the text in 
paragraph 4, ‘where could Jekyll be…why does Hyde have a key to Jekyll’s house?’, and to move to 
the next band the candidate should attempt to answer these questions with their own interpretation. 
The response is generally sound. Band 1, 2 marks.
2(d): The candidate has selected an appropriate extract from ‘Incident at the Window’ and produced 
a thoughtful and sustained response of 4 detailed paragraphs. As in part (b), the candidate shows a 
secure understanding of the linguistic techniques employed by the writer and ‘pathetic fallacy’ and 
‘imperative verbs’ are correctly identified and supported by appropriate textual evidence. The quality 
of analysis is that of band 3 as the candidate lacks the range of interpretations generally associated 
with a higher band. Mention is made of how Utterson is ‘deeply uneasy about Jekyll,’ whereby the 
candidate explains that he is ‘concerned for his good friend,’ rather than providing a more perceptive 
or assured interpretation. Band 3, 7 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria, on the whole, using spelling, 
punctuation and grammar with considerable accuracy. There is general control of meaning. Level 2, 2 
marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should read each part of the question very carefully in order to avoid making mistakes.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
The Hound of the Baskervilles

This was the third most popular text option for Section A.

Part (a) This part of the question enabled candidates to explore fully Sir Henry’s character, 
nearly always including the restorative ‘mouthful of that brandy’. 

Part (b) Generally there was evidence of good focus on Holmes’s character and his 
controlling and positive commands. Some candidates picked up on the 'sniffing' detective as 
a means of deduction. Some candidates considered Holmes to be quite vain, in his desire to 
solve the case, and his language was obviously a giveaway to his character, but a number of 
candidates did not expand very well on this point.

Part (c) The theme of fear within the extract was explored successfully by the majority of 
candidates. Many could identify the fearful language and explain the effect, but many did 
not really explore the significance of fear. The strongest answers tended to focus on how 
each character responded and how it changed them.

Part (d) It seemed as if the appearance of the hound was the most popular choice. 

Two exemplars are provided.

In this first example, the candidate demonstrates a sound understanding for most parts of 
the question. 
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3(a): The candidate provides one quotation from the extract and briefly makes the points that 
Sir Henry is 'grateful', 'scared' and 'religious'. However, there is no real development of these 
assertions, and the response is essentially limited in its approach. Band 1, 2 marks. 
3(b): The candidate provides a sound response. Some points are vague and undeveloped and there 
are not enough examples from the extract to take this higher. A sound understanding of Holmes is 
presented but the response does not approach thoroughness, hence it stays at the bottom of band 
2. Band 2, 3 marks.
3(c): The candidate has demonstrated a sound understanding of the theme of fear, recognising that 
it is 'important' and that it is manifested in the 'scared' behaviour of Sir Henry. Examples from the 
extract are relevant; there is some development but not enough to take it to the next band. Band 
2, 4 marks.
3(d): The candidate has appropriately selected ‘Death on the Moor’ as an extract on which to base 
his/her response, but the ideas expressed are not always clear. More examples from the chosen 
extract would have improved this response. The point about ‘relief’ is interesting and there is some 
sound selection of textual detail, which moves the response just into band 2, 3 marks.
SPG: The candidate has met the threshold performance criteria. The response is reasonably 
accurate and errors do not hinder meaning. 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should select specific words and phrases 
from the extract and formulate point, evidence, explain 
answers for each example provided. 

Candidates are credited for the development of ideas 
relating to the examples provided. 

Examiner Tip
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This second exemplar demonstrates marks awarded from a range of bands.
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In Part (a), candidates will qualify for higher bands if they penetrate the extract for as many 
examples of character as possible.
For Part (d), candidates should choose an extract similar in length to the one provided and select 
specific words and phrases in order to explore the theme.

Examiner Tip

3(a): The candidate makes the valid assertions that Sir Henry is 'curious', 'confused', 'frightened' and 
'shocked'. There is a good range of evidence identified and the candidate demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of Sir Henry’s character as it appears within this extract; attention is paid to a variety 
of different aspects of his personality and behaviour. Band 2, 4 marks.
3(b): The candidate offers some thoughtful interpretation. There is a range of points made 
supported with relevant examples, moving the response just into band 3. Analysis is sustained 
and the response focuses effectively on specific word choices, e.g. 'ghost' and 'creature' and their 
implications. Band 3, 5 marks.
3(c): A sustained and thoughtful response is provided, in which the candidate explores the theme 
of fear in a detailed and effective way. A range of examples is identified and explored, and explicit 
awareness of authorial intent is evident. Band 3, 6 marks.
3(d): A focus on the question is maintained. The presentation of the topic of fear is explored in some 
detail, for example the candidate flags up the 'connotations of fright' and considers the 'hints' that 
the passage contains. There is assured use of relevant examples and some perceptive comment, 
which qualifies this response for a mark in band 5, 11 marks. 
SPG: The candidate has met the 'high performance' criteria. On the whole, there is consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question. 3 marks. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
Felicia's Journey

This is the least popular text for Section A, but the responses seen are often very successful 
and candidates demonstrate a very sound, often assured, understanding of the text. 

The extract was from Chapter 23 of the novel, when Mr Hilditch is talking to Miss Calligary 
and Marcia Tibbitts. Part (a) of the question asked candidates to explain what they 
discovered about the character of Felicia. Part (b) concentrated on the character of Mr 
Hildtich and parts (c) and (d) focused on obsession in the extract and one other part of the 
novel. 

Although the writing style can at times be difficult to read, this one exemplar is an 
impressive response throughout. The candidate has gained full marks for each part of the 
question. 
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4(a): The response is maturely expressed throughout. The candidate explores several points about 
Felicia. For example, she 'trusts' others and 'willingly divulges' information and is 'influenced by 
what, rather than who she is'. The candidate continues by stating that Felicia is mysterious and 
has a 'powerful emotional impact' on Hilditch. The points are supported with carefully selected 
evidence from the extract. Band 3, 8 marks. 
4(b): The candidate identifies a wide range of points and supports most of these with selective 
quotations. A range of ideas is explored, such as Hilditch's relationships; and his personality which 
'borders on evil' in both his 'heinous' actions and how he has 'maligned' others about Felicia. 
Further points include references to Hilditch being 'dark and twisted' and denied 'some direction 
and purpose'. There are references to Hilditch's insanity and how he 'objectifies and uses names'. 
Specific words and phrases are explored to demonstrate an assured understanding of language. 
Band 5, 10 marks.
4(c): From the extract, the candidate has identified a wide range of examples to illustrate the 
theme of obsession. The candidate suggests that obsession is evident through the use of 'highly 
descriptive sentences' and provides examples to support this point. 'I can hear her now' is selected 
to explore how Hilditch 'hallucinates' over Felicia, believing that he can 'hear her'. There are 
perceptive ideas with the exploration of Miss Calligary's obsession with the Gathering House and 
finally, Hilditch's obsession with keeping 'Felicia close' by taking her money. Band 5, 10 marks.
4(d): The candidate simply and helpfully identifies the chosen extract 'pg 28-30' and promptly 
begins an analysis. The chosen extract explores Felicia's obsession with Johnny Lysaght. A wide 
range of points have been included and supported with relevant textual evidence. Band 5, 12 
marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria, on the whole, using spelling, 
punctuation and grammar with considerable accuracy. There is general control of meaning. Level 
2, 2 marks

Examiner Comments

For Part (d), candidates do not need to write an introductory paragraph identifying their chosen 
extract. A simple indication, as illustrated in this example, is sufficient. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Pride and Prejudice

For this question, an extract from Chapter 29 was selected. The extract is from when Mr 
Collins takes the guests to Lady Catherine's house and the introductions are made. 

For the first part of the question, candidates were asked to explore the character of Lady 
Catherine in the extract. For Part (b), candidates were asked to comment on the language 
used to present social rank in the extract and for Parts (c) and (d), the theme was 'first 
impressions' in the extract and one other part of the novel. Often, for Part (d), candidates 
selected relevant extracts from either the Netherfield Ball, Mr Collins' arrival or the first 
impressions of Wickham. 

A full range of marks was awarded and often in the top two bands.

The following exemplar demonstrates a sound understanding of the novel. 
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5(a): The candidate identifies that Lady Catherine is a 'snob' and is 'proud' and suggests that she 
does not 'care about anyone', but ideas are not always supported with examples from the extract. 
The points about Elizabeth do not focus sharply enough on what we learn about Lady Catherine. 
Similarly, the point about Mr Collins does not tell us about Lady Catherine's character. The point 
'thinks she's royalty' is rather generalised. The candidate is beginning to demonstrate a thorough 
understanding, but a sharper focus on the named character would have benefited this response. 
Band 2, 4 marks.
5(b): The candidate provides two examples: 'servants through an antechamber' and 'Her Ladyship'. 
The lack of specific points and examples from the whole extract limit this response to band 1, 2 
marks.
5(c): This response demonstrates a sound understanding of first impressions. The candidate 
explores the contrast between Elizabeth and Lady Catherine and comments that 'she [Elizabeth] 
should address her as if she is royalty'. This is not an accurate interpretation, as Elizabeth felt 'quite 
equal to the scene'. Often ideas are generalised and require a sharper focus, providing examples 
from the extract. Some examples in the answer, drawn from the extract, have not been explored, 
such as 'Lady Catherine was a tall ... handsome'. Band 2, 4 marks.
5(d): The candidate has selected an extract from the Netherfield Ball. The response requires more 
examples from the selected extract and required more unpicking, especially language points. Band 
2, 3 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria, on the whole, spelling with consistent 
accuracy and controlled use of punctuation and grammar. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 3 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates must maintain a sharp focus on selecting examples from the 
extract and avoid making generalised, unsupported points.

Examiner Tip
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This example is included as an outstanding response. The candidate gains full marks for all 
parts of the question.
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5(a): The candidate provides a perceptive and assured response. More obvious points relating to 
Lady Catherine are not explored, but a perceptive understanding of character is presented. Band 
3, 8 marks.
5(b): The response is convincing and perceptive. Authorial intent and specific aspects of language 
are discussed. Band 5, 10 marks.
5(c): The candidate has provided a response which is both convincing and perceptive. Although 
Section A is meant to be ‘answers’ the candidate has provided a short essay and concludes 
impressively. Band 5, 10 marks. 
5(d): The candidate has chosen an extract after ‘Elizabeth receives Darcy’s letter’. This impressive 
response exceeds expectations. Band 5, 12 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. There is consistent accuracy and 
controlled use of punctuation and grammar. There is effective control of meaning. Level 3, 3 
marks

Examiner Comments

Time management is essential for Section A. It is recommended that 
candidates spend 10 minutes on Parts (a), (b) and (c) and around 15 
minutes on Part (d).

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
Great Expectations

The extract selected was taken from Chapter 49, when Pip visits Miss Havisham who shows 
her remorse and regret about what she has done. 

In Part (a) of the question, candidates were asked what they discover about Pip in the 
extract. Part (b) focused on the character of Miss Havisham and Parts (c) and (d) the 
significance of guilt in the extract and in one other part of the novel. 

A range of marks was awarded, but often candidates did not focus on the question sharply 
enough. 

In this example, the candidate gains marks in a variety bands.
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6(a): The question asks what we learn about Pip. Few points about the character are made and there 
is some misinterpretation. Band 1, 2 marks.

6(b): The candidate provides an assured response in relation to Miss Havisham. A range of points 
and examples are provided. Band 4, 7 marks.
6(c): This is a sustained and thoughtful response. Band 4, 6 marks.
6(d): The candidate has selected an appropriate extract from Chapter 27. A range of points is 
presented with a thorough selection of textual evidence. The response would benefit from more 
language analysis. Band 3, 6 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria, on the whole, spelling with consistent 
accuracy and controlled use of punctuation and grammar. There is effective control of meaning. Level 
3, 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Use quotations selectively.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
Anita and Me

Although not a popular text option, a full range of marks was awarded. The question asked 
candidates how Nanima is a significant character in the novel. On the whole, candidates 
were able to provide a wide range of evidence from the novel and integrate the social, 
cultural and historical context into their responses. 

In this example, the candidate has made some very sound points and has just sustained the 
response enough to gain marks in band 3 for both Assessment Objectives AO1 and AO4.
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In this response, a number of points have been made. The candidate states that Nanima is the 
family's last link with India and explores the impact Nanima has on Meena. Nanima's presence 
changes and improves Meena's relationship with her baby brother and helps to settle the whole 
family. Points are made about Nanima's story-telling and how she is an inspiration to Meena. The 
final paragraph comments on how the people of Tollington are fascinated and interested in the old 
lady's arrival. Overall, the points made are very sound and this response just slips into band 3.
AO1: 8 marks.
AO4: 11 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of 
meaning. 
Level 2, 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

Encourage candidates to conclude with a short 
summative comment that explicitly answers the 
question. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
Anita and Me

In this question, candidates were asked to explore the importance of Meena's childhood in 
the novel. 

This was the less popular question of the two, but a full range of marks was once again 
awarded. 

The following is an example of a response which gains full marks for both Assessment 
Objectives AO1 and AO4.
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   In this response, the candidate has demonstrated a convincing and perceptive understanding of 
Meena's childhood throughout the novel. A range of points have been made, which integrate both 
language and social, cultural and historical points. The candidate begins by making reference to 
the Asian culture and the contrasts with Tollington. Further points include Anita's influence over 
Meena and Meena's previous lack of interaction with others. We are introduced to Meena's extended 
family of aunts and uncles and her 'performance', which demonstrates how Meena is changing. The 
candidate also explores how Meena is influenced by her family traditions and upbringing and how she 
changes throughout the novel. 
AO1: 16 marks.
AO4: 24 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are used with mostly consistent accuracy. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 5 marks.

Examiner Comments

In Section B responses, candidates should integrate the social, cultural and historical context. AO4 
comments should support the points made and should not be stand-alone or 'bolt on'. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 9
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

There was an equal balance of responses for both questions on this novel. For this question, 
candidates were asked to consider the significance of Phoenix Mountain. The majority 
of responses were of a very high standard, with candidates demonstrating an assured 
understanding of the novel.

The novel is rich in social, cultural and historical context, which candidates naturally cover 
through the answering of the question and by providing examples from the novel. 

The following is an example of a response which gains full marks for both Assessment 
Objectives AO1 and AO4 and for SPG. 
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This is an impressive, maturely and sympathetically expressed response throughout, which 
provides a range of convincing and pertinent points. The candidate immediately identifies the 
mountain as the setting for re-education and provides relevant social and historical context to 
support the point. The candidate goes on to explore the setting of Phoenix Mountain through 
the theme of hardship, as the setting has 'no sign of civilisation' with its 'terrifying altitude'. This 
is followed logically by Luo and the Narrator's experiences upon the mountain, including their 
experiences in the mine and their meeting with the Little Chinese Seamstress, who is at first 
considered 'not civilised'. Additional points about the mountain's 'poetic name' with its 'primitive 
beliefs', and Four Eyes' experiences in preparation for leaving the mountain further enhance this 
excellent response.

AO1: 16
AO4: 24
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are used with mostly consistent accuracy. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

Stronger responses often refer to the writer's intention 
or to the writer's craft.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

The theme question for this novel asked candidates to consider the significance of journeys 
within the novel. The majority of the responses seen were assured, gaining marks within the 
top three bands.

The following exemplar is a response which is sustained and gains marks in band 3 for both 
Assessment Objectives. 
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The candidate begins with an example about the work the boys do on the mountain rather than, as 
one would expect, their journey to the mountain to begin their re-education. The next paragraph 
explores the journeys that the tailor makes and how he is transported from place to place. The 
next point explored is Luo's journeys to see the Little Chinese Seamstress and the non-physical 
journey of education made by the Little Chinese Seamstress and her ultimately leaving the 
mountain. The response is sustained, but other key journeys such as the boys' visits to the town to 
watch the films or to steal Four Eyes' books could have been considered.
AO1: Band 3, 9 marks.
AO4: Band 3, 14 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are used with mostly consistent accuracy. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 5 marks

Examiner Comments

A short mind map or plan could help candidates 
keep ideas focused and generate more ideas.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
Heroes

The two Heroes questions gained a similar number of responses. In this question, 
candidates were asked to consider the significance of the Church, School and Club of St 
Jude's. The majority of candidates recognised that it was at the school where Francis 
met Nicole and many made reference to the importance the church played in Francis' 
life, especially when he thought of committing suicide. The one area which caused a little 
confusion was that of the club, where the veterans would meet. A number of candidates 
confused the St Jude Club with the Wreck Centre. 

A full range of marks was awarded. Two examples are included in this report.

In this first example, the candidate provides a sustained response, which would have 
benefited from further development of ideas and a greater range of examples.
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The candidate explores the three St Jude locations, including points about meeting Nicole at St 
Jude's Parochial School and the church where he considers committing suicide and later where he 
will 'pray for Larry LaSalle'. There is correct reference to St Jude Veterans' club, but often ideas 
could have been developed further and more examples provided. 

AO1: Band 3, 9 marks.
AO4: Band 3, 13 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are used mostly with consistent accuracy. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should try to develop ideas, provide a range 
of examples and use brief quotations to support the 
points made. 

Examiner Tip
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This second example gains full marks. Even though the response comes to an abrupt end, 
there are a number of pertinent and convincing points made.
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The candidate makes several pertinent points in this response, such as the view of the church 
from Francis's window being a reminder of his 'Christian morals', and the reference to the statue 
of St Therese and comparing this with Nicole. Other points include the importance of faith and 
the church as Francis 'prays' for Larry LaSalle and it is where he considers suicide. The school is 
discussed as it is where Francis meets Nicole. In addition, the role of the nuns at the school is 
explored and used to highlight Francis and Nicole's innocence. The candidate considers the club 
and makes reference to Arthur Rivier and learning at the club that LaSalle is 'idolised' by others. A 
range of AO4 points are integrated into the response and the candidate also makes some language 
points.
AO1: Band 5, 16 marks.
AO4: Band 5, 24 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are used mostly with consistent accuracy. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 6 marks

Examiner Comments

Ideally, candidates should refer frequently to the key 
words in the question, and explicitly refer to them in 
the conclusion in order to answer the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
Heroes

In the theme question, candidates were asked to consider the significance of reputation in 
the novel. Again, a full range of marks was awarded. 

Many candidates focused on Francis' and Larry LaSalle's reputations at different parts of the 
novel, but more successful responses also explored the reputations of Nicole, Arthur Rivier 
and the Wreck Centre.

This is a brief response, which includes a number of relevant points, although they 
lack detail and development. The response gains marks in band 1 for both Assessment 
Objectives. 
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In this response, the candidate begins with the reputation that comes with having a 'Silver Star' and 
how it 'masks' LaSalle's real identity. The candidate does not develop this idea and does not mention 
the positive reputation that LaSalle has gained before the war. The next point explores Francis's 
reputation as a 'table tennis champion', but again, the points have not been developed. The response 
becomes a little narrative, the reference to Nicole is too vague and ideas needed explaining in more 
depth. The conclusion seems rather contradictory, stating 'Reputation isn't really a key factor'. 
However, overall, the response demonstrates a generally sound understanding of the novel.
AO1: Band 1, 2 marks.
AO4: Band 1, 2 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of meaning. 
Level 2, 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

The development of ideas is necessary to qualify for 
marks in higher bands. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 13
Of Mice and Men

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the significance of George in the novel. 

Most candidates chose to answer Question 13 rather than Question 14. A large majority 
of candidates began the response,’George is significant because…’. Sometimes candidates 
identified some general points to explore the importance of George. Sometimes, although 
there were not always specific examples from the text, the evidence was paraphrased, 
which provided enough relevant information about George to warrant awarding the relevant 
marks.

Some candidates began promisingly by referring to George as the paternal figure in the 
novel who always looked out for Lennie. These responses tended to be more successful 
than their predecessors. They then continued on to explore his literal significance in the 
novel whereby they explained how Lennie could not do anything at all without the support 
of George. There were quite clear references from the text and candidates had managed to 
convey their viewpoints fairly clearly.

More able candidates tended to begin with contextual references to the 'dust bowl' and how 
the Americans always followed the policy of ‘each to themselves’. They explored the point 
that George was an anomaly who voluntarily took on Lennie as a liability and looked after 
him despite the countless hurdles he faced (‘I like beans with ketchup’, ‘If I didn’t have you 
on my back…’, We’ll have a li'l farm and som’ chickens…’). From convincing the Boss that he 
was not after Lennie’s money, to procuring him a pup, to shooting him, George’s significance 
in the novel was thoroughly explored. Quotations were well chosen, and prudently placed 
at relevant parts within the response. Contextual information was pertinent and tended to 
not be a ‘bolt-on’ addition to the rest of the response. There were a number of full mark 
responses. The standard of these responses was generally high and the candidates were 
given every opportunity to shine. George is indeed a significant character in the novel and 
the students got a chance to show off their knowledge about him. It was an accessible task 
and this was reflected in the quality of their responses.

Three examples are provided, two of which look closely at the bands 1 and 2 boundary. 

This first response provides an exemplar of an answer which gains marks at the top of Band 
1 for both Assessment Objectives. 
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The candidate identifies some general points to illustrate why George is a significant character, 
but the response would have benefited from more specific examples from the novel. Some 
evidence is provided, which at times is paraphrased - this is acceptable. The point about the 
‘dream’ does not explore how this makes George a significant character in the novel. The 
response is mostly sound, although often generalised. 

AO1: Band 1, 4 marks.
AO4: Band 1, 5 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of 
meaning. 
Level 2, 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

In order to secure marks in higher bands, candidates should provide a 
range of specific examples taken from the whole text. 

Examiner Tip
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This second response is one which fits comfortably into band 2. Overall, this is a sound 
response, which demonstrates that the candidate 'knows' about the significance of George 
within the novel.
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The candidate has presented a sound response relating to George. There is reference, albeit briefly, 
to some key events in the novel. There is a focus on the question with some sound understanding 
demonstrated. Points include George's 'hope' for the future; George as a 'role model' and his 
relationship with Lennie. Some interesting points are made towards the end of the response, 
demonstrating some engagement with the question. 

AO1: Band 2, 6 marks.
AO2: Band 2, 8 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of meaning. 
Level 2, 3 marks.

Examiner Comments
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In this third example, the candidate provides a sustained and thorough response, which 
gains marks at the top of band 3 for both Assessment Objectives. 
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This is a sustained response with some thoughtful engagement. The candidate has ‘tagged’ on some 
contextual detail, but the part about George being significant in terms of ‘development of plot’ is 
strong. A range of points has been explored, such as how George looks after Lennie; how he reflects 
the theme of loneliness; how he is a tool for plot development and how the American Dream is 
reflected through his character. 

AO1: Band 3, 10 marks.
AO4: Band 3, 15 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of meaning. 
Level 2, 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

Character questions can be answered through a variety of methods, 
either chapter-by-chapter or by exploring the character through the 
key themes of the novel in order to demonstrate their significance.

Examiner Tip
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Question 14
Of Mice and Men

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the importance of animals in the novel.

There was a full range of marks awarded for this question. Some candidates simply looked 
at the mice, Candy’s Dog and the puppy, whilst others explored the title of the novel; the 
heron and water snake (in both sections 1 and 6); the rabbits (including Lennie’s imagined 
‘gigantic rabbit’ in section 6); and the descriptions comparing Lennie with and having 
animalistic features. Some candidates even picked up on both Curley and Curley’s wife 
‘flopping like a fish’ and its link with ‘jail bait’. 

In some cases, there was a tendency to narrate all the animals in the text without comment 
or integration of social, cultural and historical context, but those who made the connection 
with the American Dream with land, cultivation and live stock as a means of self-sufficiency 
did particularly well. 

Two examples have been provided in this report.

The following is an example of a band 4 response.
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This is an assured and interesting band 4 response. From the outset it maintains a clear focus on 
the question. It links animals effectively with Lennie in particular and chooses apposite embedded 
quotations.
The response makes a direct attempt to link the theme of animals to the context, suggesting and 
justifying quite effectively how animals can be linked with prejudice.
A clear understanding of how animals are a direct reference to character is shown with regards to 
Lennie and the bear analogy. This is explored more deeply with the notable mention of aggression.
There are some contextual points which are valid yet slightly disjointed; some attempt has been 
made to link them to the question.
The way in which animals are used to mirror the deterioration of Lennie and the ultimate 
denouement is quite effectively handled. The way animals reflect the events in the lives of the other 
characters is touched upon briefly and effectively structures the conclusion. The response would have 
benefited from greater clarification, but overall this is a band 4 response.
AO1: Band 4, 12 marks.
AO4: Band 4, 18 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of meaning. 
Level 2, 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

The development of ideas from the examples provided, together with some 
thoughtful engagement, are necessary for a response to qualify for marks in 
higher bands.

Examiner Tip
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In this second example, the candidate has provided a convincing and perceptive response, 
fully exploring a range of ideas which are sharply focused on the question. This response 
gains full marks.
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This is an impressive and maturely expressed response. The candidate has provided a range of 
perceptive points and the response is sharply focused on the question. This convincing response 
explores a number of points in detail. The first paragraph explores the 'mice' in the novel and 
comments how these provide Lennie with 'comfort'. The candidate also mentions the title of the 
novel and makes reference to Robbie Burns' poem. The next section considers Candy's dog and 
the importance of companionship. The third section discusses Slim's pups and how there is a 
'progression in animal's [sic] deaths'. Next the candidate includes the rabbits as a 'beacon of hope', 
which is followed by Lennie being described as an animal and how this links to being 'hunted' and 
'preyed upon'. Finally, the candidate recognises that the animals represent themes in the novel and 
carry an 'aura of death'. 
AO1: Band 5, 16 marks.
AO2: Band 5, 24 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are used with mostly consistent accuracy. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

Although no plan is evident, this example clearly demonstrates that a systematic approach, 
dealing with each particular example in relation to the theme, can be very successful.

Examiner Tip
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Question 16
Rani and Sukh

This question was slightly more popular than the character one. It asked candidates to 
consider the significance of tragedy in the novel. 

Again, a full range of marks was awarded. It was clear that many centres had explored the 
link with Romeo and Juliet and often candidates made reference to the play. In some cases, 
responses only included the tragedy of Rani and Sukh and did not mention the events in the 
Punjab relating to Billah Bains and Kulwant Sandhu.

This exemplar is a response which gains marks just into band 3.
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The candidate explores the events in the Punjab in the 1960s, but says very little about 
Rani and Sukh's tragic relationship; indeed, Rani is not mentioned at all - except in the 
title. There is recognition that the events in the Punjab led 'to hatred' and some social, 
cultural and historical points are integrated into the response. More about Rani and 
Sukh's relationship or Kulwant Sandhu's tragic loss of life could have been included in 
the response. Nevertheless, this is beginning to demonstrate a sustained and thorough 
understanding from the few examples presented and just slips into band 3.
AO1: Band 3, 8 marks.
AO4: Band 3, 11 marks. 
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of 
meaning. 
Level 2, 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

There is the possibility that this candidate ran out of time. 
General reminders should be given about how much time to 
spend on each section. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 15
Rani and Sukh

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the significance of Kulwant Sandhu in 
the novel. A full range of responses was seen, but often candidates did not include enough 
examples from the novel or ideas were not fully developed.

The following is an example of a band 1 response. 

In this very brief response, the candidate demonstrates a generally sound understanding of 
the character, but the answer does not contain enough development of ideas. The candidate 
recognises that Kulwant Sandhu is partly responsible for the family feud and the later events that 
occur in Leicester. The candidate correctly states that her death is 'a shadow of what is to come'. 
There are some valid points in this response, but they have been dealt with far too briefly. 
AO1: Band 1, 2 marks.
AO4: Band 1, 2 marks. 
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of 
meaning. 
Level 2, 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Centres should ensure that candidates have been entered for the most appropriate tier. This 
candidate would have benefited from the bullet prompts on Foundation tier to help guide the 
response.
Candidates must be reminded to check for basic punctuation, such as full stops and the use of 
capital letters for names.

Examiner Tip
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Question 17
Riding the Black Cockatoo

This text remains the least popular option for centres and very few responses were seen. 
The standard of responses is mostly very high and often candidates gain marks in the top 
three bands. 

In this character question, candidates were asked to consider the significance of Fiona in 
the text. Possible points could have included Fiona's speech at the Writers' Festival and her 
display of the 'feather headdress'; how John's daughter befriends Fiona's daughter and how 
Fiona provides the 'Afterword'. Fiona is significant as she has the headdress used for 'Mary's' 
repatriation ceremony. 

This response is an example that gains marks in band 4 for both Assessment Objectives 1 
and 4.
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The candidate has demonstrated an assured understanding of the significance of Fiona in the 
text. Reference is made to the fact that Fiona is from the Wik Country and she is the person who 
possesses the essential black cockatoo headdress. The candidate identifies the part of the text 
where John first sees her at the Writers' Festival and how Fiona shares 'her ancestral culture with 
Mary'. We learn that Fiona uses the same publisher as John and that he visits her home with his 
family. There is some exploration of language to illustrate Fiona's 'kindness' and the social, cultural 
and historical points are embedded in the response. 

AO1: Band 4, 13 marks.
AO4: Band 4, 20 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of meaning. 
Level 2, 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should make reference to the key words in 
the question throughout their response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 18
Riding the Black Cockatoo

Very few responses were seen for this question. Candidates were asked to consider the 
significance of attitudes in the text. Possible responses could have included John's initial 
stereotypical attitudes and his realisation of his prejudiced ideas; and how John's father's 
views of and attitude towards Aborigines are more extreme than John's. The representation 
of Aborigines in the media also shapes people's perception and attitude, which John realises 
throughout the text.

Due to the very small number of examples seen, one is not included here this time.
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Question 19
To Kill a Mockingbird

This novel is the second most popular option in Section B for centres to study. Both 
questions received almost equal numbers of responses. For this character question, 
candidates were asked to consider the significance of the Ewells in the novel. 

Some excellent responses were seen, which usually followed a chronological order through 
the text. A variety of points were made, ranging from Burris being described as the ‘filthiest 
human being’, to Mayella’s red geraniums as her salvation for colour in her grey existence, 
and references to the cabin, which ‘looked like a playground of an insane child’.

An examiner commented, "Many answers focussed solely on Bob Ewell, but many more 
took a chronological approach, and were able then to discuss both Burris and Mayella before 
going into more detail about Bob. Social, cultural and historical context was dealt with 
well, and the fact that the Ewell’s house was less affluent than the blacks', but that their 
word was much more valuable. Mayella’s ‘geraniums’ were identified in a large number of 
answers, as was the fact that she was not used to being treated with any kindness." 

A full range of marks was awarded.

The first example is of a response which gains marks in band 3 for both Assessment 
Objectives 1 and 4.
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In this response, the candidate identifies a number of points about the Ewells. The response is 
sustained, with some thorough understanding demonstrated. More development or exploration of 
specific episodes would have benefited this response. Points include how the Ewells live and how 
they are prejudiced. It is a pity that the point about Mayella 'convicting a black man of a crime he 
did not commit' is not discussed in more detail with more references to and examples from the 
novel. 

AO1: Band 3, 9 marks.
AO4: Band 3, 12 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are used with mostly consistent accuracy. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 5 marks.

Examiner Comments

The social, cultural and historical context is often illustrated 
through the actions and events in the novel. More reference to 
and examples from the novel will help to secure marks in the 
higher bands. 

Examiner Tip
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In this second example, the response gains marks in band 4 for both Assessment Objectives 
1 and 4.
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This response explores a number of points relating to the Ewells. An assured understanding 
is demonstrated through a wide range of ideas, which include racism, class prejudice, sexual 
prejudice, the role of women, Mayella as a 'mockingbird', loneliness and segregation.

AO1: Band 4, 12 marks.
AO4: Band 4, 18 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are used with mostly consistent accuracy. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 5 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 20
To Kill a Mockingbird

This thematic question asked candidates to consider the significance of 'mockingbirds' in the 
novel.

This question was a popular choice and responses were often secure and convincing. Some 
chose to identify all of the characters who could be considered ‘mockingbirds’ and others 
confined themselves to Boo and Tom. The latter did produce a more dense response and 
textual knowledge had to be more selective.

This was answered well in most instances. Some of the better answers were able to discuss 
all of the relevant ‘mockingbirds’ in depth. One examiner commented that a candidate had 
‘even used the death of Miss Dubois from an overdose as a Mockingbird’. A number did 
omit the quotation where the children were told by Atticus not to shoot the ‘mockingbird’. 
Historical context was embedded well into the answers. Where there was a range of 
examples, there was relevant textual evidence, which had obviously been chosen well. 

Two examples are included here.

In this first example, the response gains marks at the lower end of band 1 for both 
Assessment Objectives 1 and 4. 
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The candidate’s response is not always clear and we have to do much of the work. At first, one 
would think that this is a response to Question 19, but it leads into the ‘mockingbird’ question. 
Very few points have been made. Atticus's famous line has been cited, '... sin to kill a mockingbird' 
and the idea of the innocence of 'mockingbirds' is understood, but very few examples from the 
novel have been provided.
AO1: Band 1, 1 mark.
AO4: Band 1, 2 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘Intermediate performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are used with considerable accuracy. There is general control of 
meaning. 
Level 2, 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate would have benefited from producing a 
brief plan or mind map to focus ideas.

Examiner Tip
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This second example is an impressive response, which gains full marks.
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The candidate demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the ‘mockingbird’ theme. A full range 
of examples is provided. This is a maturely expressed and successful response to the question. 
The candidate considers the 'mockingbird' metaphor and explores the characters of Tom and Boo 
in detail, whilst maintaining a sharp focus on the question. The response ends very effectively with 
reference to Harper Lee's intention and rounding off with 'It is a sin to kill a mockingbird'. 

AO1: Band 5, 16 marks.
AO4: Band 5, 24 marks.
SPG: The candidate fulfils the ‘High performance’ criteria. On the whole, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are used with mostly consistent accuracy. There is effective control of meaning. 
Level 3, 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

Responses which refer to the writer's intentions or to 
the writer's craft are often more successful. 

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
From the examples provided, it is evident that a full range of marks has been awarded and 
many candidates have gained marks in the top three bands. 

Based on their performance on this paper, centres and candidates are offered the following 
advice:

Section A:

• The social, cultural and historical context is not assessed in Section A (four part 
questions)

• Candidates should provide as many examples from the extract(s) as they can

• One or two word examples are often much more successful than longer quotations

• For Part (d), candidates should select one extract of similar length to the one given

• For Parts (b) and (d) candidates should refer to aspects of language. Although the use 
of linguistic terms is not essential, specific words or phrases (even punctuation, where 
used for effect) should be discussed and their effect on the reader commented upon

• Time management is essential - remind candidates to spend around 10 minutes on Parts 
(a), (b) and (c) and around 15 minutes on Part (d).

Section B:

• The social, cultural and historical context should be integrated and illustrated though the 
examples within the text. Often AO4 is naturally illustrated through the actions, events, 
themes and characters of the novel

• Many candidates would benefit from making a short plan before embarking on their 
essay

• Candidates should refer to the whole novel, not an extract

• Candidates should allow a few minutes to proof read their work to check for SPG.

General: 

• Please remind candidates to identify correctly the question numbers that they are 
attempting

• Candidates must be reminded to respond to the questions in the right part of the 
answer booklet.

Centres should once again be congratulated on their excellent preparation and subject 
knowledge.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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