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Assessment overview  

The English Literature 5ET1 Higher tier examination consists of two sections and lasts 
for an hour and forty-five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section. The 
questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they 
can achieve in relation to the detailed study of two texts. 

The total number of marks available is 89.  

There are 43 marks available for Section A, which includes 3 marks for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar assessed in part (d) of the question.  

46 marks are available for Section B, which includes 6 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar.  

Study of prose texts  

Section A: One text from the Literary Heritage (the four-part question). There is only 
one question per text and candidates should answer all four parts of the question. The 
maximum marks for each section of the question are: part (a) 8 marks; part (b) 10 
marks; part (c) 10 marks and part (d) 12 marks plus 3 marks for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar (SPaG). Total 43 marks. 

Section B: One text from Different Cultures (essay). Candidates provide a response 
to one of two questions. Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 16 marks and 
Assessment Objective 4 carries a maximum of 24 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 
6 is awarded for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG). Total 46 marks. 

An example for most texts has been included in this report, but due to some Section B 
texts having fewer than 20 responses, centres are asked to also refer to the June 
2012 Examiners’ Report where all texts and questions are exemplified. 

Section A 

Question 1 

Animal Farm 

Animal Farm remains the most popular text option for Section A. Section A, part (a), 
was particularly well answered, with many candidates gaining full marks. In addition 
to identifying that Jones is both ‘lazy’ and ‘drinking too much’, candidates often 
explored the ‘law suit’ and the suggestion that this may have led to his ultimate 
downfall and the possibility that Jones could be seen as ‘dishonest’. Other candidates 
explored his treatment of his animals and how he lacks respect from his labourers. In 
part (b), candidates demonstrated some empathy for both Jones and the animals. The 
most successful responses explored examples for both. In part (c), more successful 
responses explored Jones’ control over himself, the farm, his men and his ultimate 
loss of control when the animals seized control from them. For part (d), candidates 
selected a wide range of extracts, the most popular being Boxer's death, the Battle of 
the Cowshed, Old Major's speech or a range of examples referring to Napoleon's 
control, such as when he sends the dogs after Snowball or the execution of the 
‘traitors’.  

Some examiners commented that often candidates spent too long on part (a) of the 
question, which resulted in less successful responses for the other parts of the 
question. Overall, candidates responded with confidence to all parts of the question.  
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Three samples have been included in the report to provide examples of a range of 
marks. 

In the following response, the candidate demonstrates a sound and generally sound 
understanding of the text.  
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate focuses on Jones’ drinking and makes two 
points: ‘he is a slob and drunk’. The candidate has selected two quotes 
to support their ideas. There is a sound understanding of the character, 
but more points would be required in order to qualify for a higher band. 
Band 1, 3 marks.  

Part (b): The candidate refers only once to ‘sympathy’. The two 
examples support points made about Jones’ cruelty and how the 
animals’ treatment leaves them ‘frightened and belittled’. The 
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candidate is beginning to show a sound understanding of language. 
Band 2, 3 marks.  

Part (c): The candidate does not focus sharply enough on the extract 
and makes generalised comments about control later in the novel. 
There is one reference to the extract. Band 1, 1 mark.  

Part (d): The candidate has selected an appropriate area of the text, 
when Napoleon’s dogs chase Snowball off the farm. One piece of 
evidence is selected and the points made are slightly generalised, 
rather than exploring the chosen extract in detail. The response is 
generally sound. Band 1, 2 marks.   

SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question. 2 marks.  

 

examiner tip 

In order to qualify for higher bands, candidates should penetrate the 
given extract for as many examples of the character or theme as 
possible. A range of points should be made. 

For part (d), candidates should choose an extract of similar length to 
the one provided for parts (a) – (c) and select specific words of phrases 
from their chosen extract in order to explore the theme. 
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In the following example, the candidate has not labelled each part of the question. 
Part (b) begins on the second page, part (c) on the third and the final paragraph 
relates to part (d) of the question.  

The first two parts of the question are sustained. Part (c) is sound, but part (d) does 
not contain enough points and is a limited response, which cannot be awarded a mark 
on Higher tier; however, a mark is awarded for SPG. 
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate has identified a few points about Jones’ 
character and has supported these with a range of relevant textual 
evidence. A mark in Band 2 is awarded. 5 marks.  

Part (b): The candidate begins to explore ideas of how Orwell presents 
Mr Jones as stereotypical and gradually links this to how the reader 
feels some sympathy for him. There is recognition that sympathy can 
be gained for both animals and Mr Jones. The response is sustained 
and is beginning to demonstrate a thorough understanding of the 
character. Band 3, 5 marks.  

Part (c): The candidate recognises that both Mr Jones and the animals 
have control in different parts of the extract. A sound response. Band 
2, 4 marks.  

Part (d): The candidate has selected an appropriate area of the novel, 
but has not explored the chosen extract in enough detail. This is a 
‘limited’ response. The lack of textual evidence and vague, unclear 
points do not gain a mark.  

SPG: As there is a brief response and it is 'reasonably accurate', a 
mark can be awarded – even if part (d) has not gained a mark.   

 

examiner tip 

Although the labelling of each section has improved considerably, 
centres are urged to continue reminding candidates to label each 
section clearly.  
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In this final example, the candidate has demonstrated an assured and perceptive 
understanding of the character and theme.  
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate has made a few observations about Jones. The 
point about his ‘fellow men’ showing little respect is a perceptive point 
and therefore gains a mark just into Band 3. 6 marks.  

Part (b): This response begins with a clear focus on the question and 
explores specific words and phrases in order to explore the theme of 
sympathy. Ideas are clearly expressed and a perceptive understanding 
is demonstrated. Band 5, 10 marks.  
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Part (c): A range of points are made in this response, such as Jones’ 
‘addiction’ and his loss of control and how the animals gain and lose 
control. Ideas are supported with relevant examples from the extract. 
There are explicit and implicit examples of control. The response is 
assured. Band 4, 8 marks.  

Part (d): The candidate helpfully guides the reader to their chosen 
extract. An interesting personal interpretation of the word ‘refuge’ is 
made. There is some assured exploration of the ‘hands’ image and 
other ideas are supported with relevant examples. Band 4, 8 marks.  

SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria. On the 
whole, there is consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in 
the context of the demands of the question. 3 marks.  

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should select specific words and phrases from the 
extract(s) and formulate point, evidence, explain answers for each 
example provided. 

Often candidates benefit from locating and highlighting the evidence in 
the extract first and then working through each of the examples in 
order of the text. 

Question 2 

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde  

A full range of marks were awarded for this question.  

Part (a): This part of the question, which required candidates to focus on the 
character of Dr Jekyll, was tackled effectively on the whole, although, as with the 
previous series, there were some candidates who were predominantly narrative in 
their approach. Candidates often provided a quotation, which they then paraphrased, 
but then instead of exploring it in any detail, or recognising its implications, they 
simply moved on to the next quotation. Candidates whose achievement was in Band 1 
sometimes did not paraphrase accurately, for example stating that the reference to 
‘the large handsome face of Dr Jekyll’ tells the reader that ‘Dr Jekyll is a tall man’. A 
further characteristic of weaker responses was a tendency to attempt to read a great 
deal into wording that was fairly commonplace, while leaving much richer territory 
unexplored.  

The strongest responses engaged much more readily with subtleties of expression and 
inference; the majority fell between these two positions. One response at the top of 
Band 2, for example, reported that Dr Jekyll ‘seems to be quite sensitive about the 
topic of Mr Hyde’. This was then reinforced with a reference to textual evidence, i.e. 
that ‘As soon as his name is mentioned Jekyll(’s) face changes completely’ and this 
was then backed up with a relevant quotation. The candidate went on to explain that 
‘This also shows that Jekyll is quite a secretive person’. This approach, of considering 
a quotation from several different angles, and making valid points about it, is 
characteristic of the sort of response that can be deemed ‘thorough’.  

Part (b): This part of the question required candidates to comment on the effect of 
language in the presentation of Mr Utterson, and comments on his character were 
generally sound. Candidates seemed to have a clear understanding of his personality; 
linking that with the ways in which it was represented through language sometimes 
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proved more challenging. Weaker responses described events in the novel, for 
example ‘Stevenson uses Utterson to try to bring the conversation about the will up’ 
without explaining what Utterson’s behaviour revealed about his character. There was 
also a tendency to stray from Utterson and to focus on other characters instead.  

Part (c): This part of the question required a consideration of the theme of secrecy. 
This question evoked some effective responses, the most successful of which 
recognised a variety of different manifestations of secrecy and provided convincing 
textual evidence to support the focused analysis of these. Less successful responses 
struggled to articulate their views with precision: ‘the significance of secrecy is big’. In 
responses that were less successful still, candidates relied on evidence or events that 
were out of extract and so could not be credited.  

Part (d): The vast majority of candidates made an effective choice of extract and one 
of the most popular was from the ‘Story of the Door’. Again, stronger responses 
recognised a range of levels on which secrecy was represented, and it proved to be a 
theme with which candidates were able to engage.  

Some responses by candidates who had scored highly in the first parts of the exam 
were frustratingly short or even non-existent, and it is clear that time management 
remains an issue (for this question). Candidates need to be reminded again that the 
maximum mark for part (a) is 8, and that allocating too much time to that section is 
likely to result in a loss of marks elsewhere on the paper. Part (d) now carries up to 3 
marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar, so that candidates who write nothing 
are really penalising themselves heavily.  
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Two examples are provided for this question. The first is a Band 1 response and the 
second gains marks in both Bands 2 and 1. 
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate refers to four pieces of evidence from the 
extract, but the points made are very repetitive or have been 
misinterpreted; for example, ‘large handsome face’ telling us Jekyll is 
‘tall’. The candidate repeats that Jekyll is unhappy to talk about the 
will. More points about the character are needed to progress to higher 
bands. A generally sound understanding has been demonstrated. Top 
Band 1, 3 marks.  

Part (b): The candidate makes three references to the extract; the first 
two relate once again to the talking about the will. In the second 
paragraph the relevant point is made that Utterson ‘believes in 
himself’. Specific words and phrases have not been explored. There is a 
generally sound understanding of language. Band 1, 2 marks.  

Part (c): There are some relevant examples from the extract, but the 
comment is very repetitive and there is some misinterpretation. Band 
1, 2 marks.  

Part (d): An appropriate extract has been selected, but the candidate 
has not explored it in enough detail. The response is generally sound. 
Band 1, 2 marks.  

SPG: The candidate has met the threshold performance criteria. The 
response is reasonably accurate and errors do not hinder meaning. 1 
mark.  

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should spend more time on part (d) of the question and 
examine ONE extract in detail. 
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In the following example, although the parts of the question have not been labelled, 
each is clearly identified by the use of relevant sentence starters, which immediately 
provides some focus on the question. 
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate has identified that Jekyll is sensitive, changes 
completely and begs Utterson to ‘let it sleep’. The candidate is 
beginning to demonstrate a thorough understanding of the character. 
Band 2, 5 marks.  

Part (b): This is a sound response. The candidate identifies that 
Utterson is ‘ruthless’, ‘demanding’, ‘has to get his own way’ and ‘is 
trying to get answers’. More analysis of specific words or phrases would 
have enhanced this response. Top Band 2, 4 marks.  

Part (c): This response is more concise and a sound understanding is 
demonstrated. References are made to the extract in order to explore 
the theme of secrecy. Band 2, 4 marks.  

Part (d): The candidate has selected an appropriate extract when 
Utterson first meets Hyde. One main point is made in that Hyde does 
not want his face to be seen. The response is generally sound. Top 
Band 1, 2 marks.  

SPG: The candidate has met the threshold performance criteria. The 
response is reasonably accurate and errors do not hinder meaning. 1 
mark.  

 

examiner tip 

It is always helpful to guide the examiner to the extract selected in part 
(d). An introductory paragraph is not required; a brief subheading will 
suffice. 
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Question 3 

The Hound of the Baskervilles  

Responses for this question were a somewhat disappointing. There were some very 
good responses seen, but many candidates seemed to struggle with some, if not 
all, parts of this question.  

Part (a) required candidates to explore the character of Sir Charles Baskerville in the 
extract. Few candidates referred to Sir Charles' ill health or his need for reassurance 
from Mortimer. Most responses focused on Sir Charles feeling scared or frightened.  

Part (b) asked candidates to explore the language used to present Mortimer in the 
extract. Often rather than identifying the ways in which language is used to illustrate 
Mortimer through what he says and does, candidates tended to give an overview of 
the character lacking in textual support  

Part (c) required candidates to explore the theme of supernatural in the extract. 
Although this is a recognised theme, some candidates found this part of the question 
difficult. There was some misunderstanding of the theme of the ‘supernatural’ and 
often candidates provided their own interpretations.  

Part (d) required candidates to explore the significance of the supernatural in one 
other part of the novel. More successful candidates referred to the appearance of the 
hound towards the end of the novel and also discussed the atmosphere and setting in 
order to create a supernatural and Gothic atmosphere.  
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This first example gains marks in Band 1 for all parts of the question. 
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate identifies that Sir Charles is nervous, scared 
and in fear. A range of evidence is used to support these repeated 
points. A sound understanding is demonstrated. Band 1, 3 marks. 

Part (b): A range of points are made about Mortimer being: brave, 
strong, loyal and good. Unfortunately there is not enough use of 
evidence to support these points. The response is generally sound. 
Band 1, 2 marks. 

Part (c): One point is made about Sir Charles’ belief in the legend, 
which is supported with a piece of relevant textual evidence. Band 1, 1 
mark. 

Part (d): Rather than exploring one area of the text in detail, the 
candidate has provided a summary of the final chapter. There is no 
evidence or language analysis, but there is reference to the question. 
Band 1, 1 mark. 
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SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria. On the 
whole, there is consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in 
the context of the demands of the question. 3 marks.  

 

examiner tip 

Remind candidates to spend approximately 10 minutes for each of the 
parts (a), (b) and (c) and about 15 minutes on part (d). 
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In the following example, the candidate gains confidence. This is mostly a sustained 
response. 
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examiner comment 

Part (a): This response starts well and the candidate identifies that Sir 
Charles is: ‘on the edge’, ‘terrified’, ‘scared’ and ‘believes in the curse’. 
The response deteriorates from the second paragraph, with some 
misinterpretation of his ‘excitement’. Based on the first paragraph, a 
sound understanding is demonstrated. Band 1, 3 marks.  

Part (b): After a confused start, this response improves. A sound 
understanding is demonstrated in the second paragraph. Ideas are 
supported with some relevant textual evidence and there is reference 
to specific words and phrases. Band 2, 4 marks.  

Part (c): The candidate selects appropriate evidence. There is sustained 
reference to the supernatural in both setting and narrative. The 
candidate makes a range of connections and provides an overall view 
of the supernatural in the extract. Band 3, 5 marks.  

Part (d): The candidate has chosen areas of Chapter 14, when the 
hound appears. There is some focus on the question and a good 
exploration of the ‘fire’ that ‘burst from its mouth’. The response is a 
little repetitive and more from the one selected extract could have 
been discussed; however, a thorough understanding has been 
demonstrated. Band 3, 6 marks.  
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SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria. On the 
whole, there is consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in 
the context of the demands of the question. 3 marks.  

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should be encouraged to use short, embedded quotations. 

Question 4 

Felicia's Journey  

There were fewer than one hundred responses for the Felicia's Journey question. One 
is included here.  

Question 4 provided candidates with an extract from Chapter 4. 

Part (a) asked candidates to comment on the character of Felicia's father and part (b) 
on the language used to present her great-grandmother. The theme for parts (c) and 
(d) focused on memories. 

The majority of the responses seen gained marks in Bands 2 and 3. 
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This response is one of the more successful responses seen. On the whole, an assured 
understanding has been demonstrated. 
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate begins with a valid point and identifies that 
Felicia’s father's life 'revolves around his grandmother'. Points are 
made about his 'routine' and liking things 'just so'. Further points are 
made such as Felicia's father being 'worn out' and his routine language 
is 'dull and formal'. Band 3, 7 marks. 

Part (b): This is a perceptive response. There are a number of 
language points including: 'un-affectionate' [sic]; the use of pronouns 
making this 'inpersonal' [sic]; onomatopoeic 'grunt' and negative terms 
used when referring to 'the old woman'. The response is confident and 
a number of language points have been made. Band 5, 10 marks. 

Part (c): This response is sustained and focuses on the theme of 
memories throughout. More examples would have qualified the 
response for a higher band. Band 3, 6 marks. 

Part (d): The candidate is beginning to demonstrate an assured 
understanding. The candidate focuses sharply on the question and the 
response is rooted in the language used within the chosen area of the 
text. Just into Band 4, 8 marks.  

SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria. On the 
whole, there is consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in 
the context of the demands of the question. 3 marks. 

 

examiner tip 

Succinct and maturely expressed points are credit-worthy. 
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Question 5 

Pride and Prejudice  

There were less than 60 responses to this question; however, a full range of marks 
were awarded.  

The extract was taken from Chapter 14 and asked candidates to explore the character 
of Mr Collins in part (a) and the language used to present Mr Bennet in part (b). The 
theme for both parts (c) and (d) was social manners. 
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The following response is, on the whole, thorough and sustained. 
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate has identified a number of points about Mr 
Collins, such as his naivety and being 'dull' and 'boring'. The candidate 
continues by saying that Collins is 'opinionated' and has a 'very narrow 
view'. Ideas are supported with relevant evidence from the extract. 
Band 3, 6 marks. 

Part (b): The candidate has made a range of points contrasting the 
characters of Mr Bennet, Mr Collins and Elizabeth. A number of points 
are made about Mr Bennet, but more points about him would have 
qualified the response to a higher band. The response is sustained and 
working towards Band 4. Band 3, 6 marks. 

Part (c): The response focuses on 'social manners', but more 
references to the extract would have benefited this response. The 
majority focuses on Mr Collins being 'much offended' by Lydia's 
interruption. This is a sound response. Band 2, 4 marks. 

Part (d): The candidate helpfully and succinctly guides the examiner to 
the chosen extract. The answer is sustained, although more direct 
reference and close analysis of the chosen extract would have 
enhanced this response. Band 3, 6 marks. 

SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria. On the 
whole, there is consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in 
the context of the demands of the question. 3 marks. 
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examiner tip 

Encourage the use of frequent and selective quotation. 

Question 6 

Great Expectations  

There were less than 50 responses for the question and a range of marks were 
awarded.  

The extract was from Chapter 9, when Pip returns from Miss Havisham's and he is 
questioned by Pumblechook and Mrs Joe.  

Part (a) asked candidates to explore the character of Mrs Joe and in part (b) the 
language used to present Pumblechook. The theme of dishonesty was the focus for 
parts (c) and (d). 
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The following example is a sustained response. The candidate has engaged with each 
part of the question, although more successfully in some parts than in others.  
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the 
character of Mrs Joe. The first point about being 'consistent' in the 
novel is not rooted in the extract. Her 'abusive' nature 'both physically 
and verbally' are not supported with evidence from the extract. The 
response improves with references to her being 'curious', 'eager' and 
showing 'idiocity' [sic]. A final point is made about Mrs Joe being 
'naive'. Band 3, 5 marks. 

Part (b): This is an assured response. The candidate refers to a number 
of points relating to the language used to present the character of 
Pumblechook. In addition to the use of his 'ironic' language, the 
candidate explores the use of body language in order to present his 
'inner emotions' and how he is 'deperate' [sic] when questioning Pip. 
The summary of Pumblechook caring 'more about his social 
class', although unsupported with evidence, is assured. More examples 
from the extract would have secured a mark more firmly in the band. 
Band 4, 7 marks. 

Part (c): The candidate has demonstrated an assured understanding 
when exploring dishonesty within the extract. There are layers of 
understanding. Sharper reference to the extract would have secured a 
mark in the top band. Band 4, 8 marks. 

Part (d): This is a sound and relevant response; however, the 
candidate has referred to more than one extract. Had the candidate 
explored just one extract in detail, a mark in a higher band could have 
been secured. Band 2, 4 marks.  

SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria. On the 
whole, there is consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in 
the context of the demands of the question. 3 marks.  

 

examiner tip 

When responding to part (d) of a Section A question, candidates should 
only refer to one extract of similar length as the given extract – or 
about one page of the chosen text. 
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Section B 

Question 7 

Anita and Me  

Candidates were asked to consider the importance of Sam Lowbridge in the novel. A 
range of responses were seen, although most of these were given a mark in Band 2 or 
3. Often candidates did not consider enough specific examples in the text where Sam 
Lowbridge features.  

This following essay is an example of a Band 2 response. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of Sam Lowbridge, 
but the response is not sustained. There are some references to Sam's 
racist behaviour, although these could have been developed further. 
More exploration of Sam's anti-social behaviour, such as his reputation 
of being the 'wild boy of the yard' or his 'vendetta' against Butch, could 
have been considered. More specific references to events in the novel 
where Sam features would have benefited this response.  

AO1: Band 2, 6 marks. 

AO4: Band 2, 9 marks. 

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is considerably accurate. 4 marks. 

 

examiner tip 

Encourage candidates to plan their responses for Section B, but not to 
spend too much time doing so! 
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Question 8 

Anita and Me  

The thematic question for Anita and Me asked candidates to consider the significance 
of lies in the novel.  

There were very few responses to this question, but an example of a Band 3 response 
is included here. 

The following response is sustained and maintains a sharp focus on the question.  
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examiner comment 

The candidate focuses on Meena's lying and recognises that it is 
significant as it brings Meena and Anita together as friends. A range of 
examples are presented, such as when Anita lies to Meena about her 
father and Meena's dishonesty when she steals the necklace. Other 
examples could have been included, such as the theft of the collection 
tin from Mr Ormerod's shop and Meena's lies when she blames Baby. 
The novel begins with a lie and ends with Meena deciding to tell the 
truth.  

The response is sustained and the candidate has presented an 
explanation of the significance of lies within the novel. 

AO1: Band 3, 9 marks. 

AO4: Band 3, 13 marks. 

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is considerably accurate. 4 marks. 
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Question 9 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress  

This question asked candidates to explore the significance of 'Four-Eyes' in the novel. 
The novel remains one of the least popular options, but the responses seen are often 
very successful.  

The following response is sound. The initial brief planning has helped the candidate 
maintain focus on the question. 
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examiner comment 

The main focus of the response are the forbidden books that Four-Eyes 
owns. The response does become a little narrative when explaining 
about the boys stealing the books, but the candidate recognises 
that Four-Eyes' books bring Luo and the Little Chinese 
Seamstress together. More examples of key events where Four-Eyes 
features in the novel, such as the collecting of folk tales or the drinking 
of buffalo blood, would have benefited this response.  

AO1: Band 2, 7 marks. 

AO4: Band 2, 10 marks. 

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. There 
are errors, but there is sufficient accuracy to place this just into Level 
2. 3 marks.  

 

examiner tip 

When selecting a character question, candidates should refer to key 
areas of the text where that character features. For each of these 
examples, the candidate should explain how and why the character is 
significant or important. 
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Question 10 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress  

There were fewer than ten responses for this question so an example has not been 
included.  

Question 11 

Heroes  

This question asked candidates to consider how Francis is affected by his war injuries.  

The example included here demonstrates an assured understanding of the novel and 
keeps a sharp focus on Francis' war injuries. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate explores Francis' war injures both mentally and 
physically. A range of points have been made about the difficulties 
Francis' injuries cause him and points are supported with relevant 
textual reference. Some of the examples are too long, but an assured 
and confident understanding is demonstrated throughout the response. 

AO1: Band 4, 12 marks. 

AO4: Band 4, 18 marks. 

SPG: This response achieves ‘high performance’ Level 3: on the whole, 
candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question. 5 marks. 

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should avoid copying large extracts of the text. Short or 
embedded quotations are more effective.  
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Question 12 

Heroes  

There were few responses to this question and therefore an example is not included 
here.  

Question 13 

Of Mice and Men  

This question asked candidates to consider the significance of Curley's wife in the 
novel. By far, this was the most popular question and a full range of responses were 
seen.  

Some examiners commented that some candidates did not do themselves justice 
because they did not fully cover the role of Curley’s wife’s importance in the text, 
often referring to her being a ‘tart’ or to wearing ‘red’ clothes but very often the key 
events in the text where Curley’s wife features were omitted – even her death in 
Section 5 of the novel. Her dream and her loneliness were often discussed. In more 
successful responses, candidates were able to take an overview in addition to focusing 
on key scenes. There were some very good answers which used language and 
evidence appropriately. A range of generalised AO4 points were made, suggesting 
that Curley’s wife was representative of the role of all American women at the time; 
however, AO4 points were mostly integrated rather than being stand-alone points.  

This is the first of three examples. This response is illustrative of a Band 1 response. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate begins by commenting on the role of women and linking 
this to Curley’s wife’s dream. The second paragraph focuses on her lack 
of name and being a ‘possession’. The final paragraph explores how 
she is a ‘piece of jail bait’. Sufficient examples are presented to place 
this at the top of Band 1, despite the confused references to George 
Orwell. More development of ideas would have benefited this response. 
The response is mostly sound, although generalised.  

AO1: Band 1, 4 marks  

AO4: Band 1, 5 marks  

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is mostly accurate. 3 marks.  
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This second example is awarded marks in Band 3. It is sustained and includes a range 
of points. 
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examiner comment 

This is a sustained response which maintains a focus on the question. 
There is a main focus on Curley’s wife’s loneliness, but a range of 
points are made throughout the response such as her lack of name and 
rights, her confiding in Lennie and her flirtatious nature. Although there 
is some repetition, there is evidence of some thoughtful engagement, 
such as her acting as a ‘turning point’ in the novel. This is a sustained 
response supported with some relevant textual detail.  

AO1: Band 3, 9 marks.  

AO4: Band 3, 12 marks.  

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is mostly accurate. 4 marks.  
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In this final example, the candidate is awarded full marks. 
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examiner comment 

This is a maturely expressed response which explores a number of 
points about Curley's wife. The first point relates to her loneliness and 
her 'loveless marriage' and supports ideas with embedded quotations. 
There is an understanding of language and points are skilfully 
integrated into the response. The candidate explores Curley's wife 
through the theme of prejudice and incorporates the social, cultural 
and historical context within the examples provided. A perceptive point 
is made about the 'predatory nature of humans' and Curley's wife's 
'power'. The character is further explored through the theme of dreams 
and her place on the ranch. Even though the candidate has run out of 
time, the response is convincing and offers some perceptive comment. 
One could argue that more could be included in the response, but 
marks are awarded for what the candidate has achieved. 

AO1: Band 5, 16 marks. 

AO4: Band 5, 24 marks. 

SPG: This response achieves ‘high performance’ Level 3: on the whole, 
candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question. 6 marks. 
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examiner tip 

The significance or importance of a character can be explored through 
the themes, chapters or key events. 

Question 14 

Of Mice and Men  

Question 14 asked candidates to explore the settings in the novel. In some instances, 
candidates explored the settings of the novel through the social, cultural and 
historical context. A flexible approach was adopted when marking this question. If 
candidates exemplified their points with examples from the text, then they were 
awarded appropriately for this. The majority of candidates approached the question 
through the physical settings, such as the location by the pool, the bunk house and 
the barn. More successful responses explored the differences of the setting at the 
beginning and end of the novel. 

This is the first of two examples. The candidate is awarded marks in Band 1. 
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examiner comment 

There are some generally sound points made about the ranch hands’ 
lack of possessions, but the references to the ‘forest with a lake’ 
and other inaccuracies such as ‘no mention of animals’ at the end of 
the book limit this response to a lower mark in Band 1. Contextual 
points are provided in some of the examples provided.  

AO1: Band 1, 2 marks  

AO4: Band 1, 2 marks  

SPG: This achieves ‘threshold performance’ Level 1. The response has 
a number of errors but, on the whole, these do not hinder the meaning 
of the response. 1 mark.  
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This is an example of a response which moves just into Band 2. 
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examiner comment 

This is a sound response. The candidate has provided a range of PEE 
points, although the interpretations provided are very literal. Marks just 
into Band 2 are awarded. There is a sound understanding of the 
settings explored, but the response would have benefited from more 
development and more examples.  

AO1: Band 2, 5 marks.  

AO4: Band 2, 6 marks.  

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is mostly accurate. 3 marks.  
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examiner tip 

Candidates should try to provide a range of examples from different 
areas of the chosen novel. 

Question 15 

Rani and Sukh  

There were very few responses received for this question.  

Question 16 

Rani and Sukh  

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the significance of family honour 
in the novel. 

The following example is a brief response to the question. The response is generally 
sound. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate has provided a very brief response and appears to have 
run out of time. There are some examples of family honour and some 
references to the novel. Ideas are undeveloped and the context points 
are slightly stronger than the exploration of events within the novel. 

AO1: Band 1, 3 marks. 

AO4: Band 1, 5 marks. 

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is mostly accurate. 4 marks. 

Question 17 

Riding the Black Cockatoo  

There were no responses seen for this question. 

Question 18 

Riding the Black Cockatoo  

There were no responses seen for this question. 

Question 19 

To Kill a Mockingbird  

This question asked candidates to consider the significance of Boo Radley in the novel. 
Candidates explored key areas of the text where Boo features. This question was 
tackled with enthusiasm by some candidates but, instead of addressing the issue of 
‘significance’, there was a tendency simply to relate the episodes of the novel in which 
Boo Radley had featured. This meant that a number of responses were narrative 
rather than analytical, preventing them from moving into the higher mark bands.  

An examiner commented: 'In a number of responses, valid parallels were drawn 
between Boo Radley and Tom Robinson, but the emphasis on Tom was sometimes so 
extensive that the focus on Boo was almost lost. Ironically some candidates went 
further still and concentrated so much on generic material to do with context that Boo 
was effectively left marginalised and shuffling in the shadows; like Heck Tate, some 
candidates seemed reluctant to place him under any kind of spotlight!'  

‘Bolt-on’ context that did not bear any direct relation to the chosen character was, 
unfortunately, still rife, despite guidance from previous reports on the exam and, 
doubtless, from teachers. Statements like ‘the book was written by Harper Lee, who 
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lived in Alabama when black people had no rights and if they were believed to have 
done something they wouldn’t even stand a chance in a trile [sic] as an all white jury 
would find them guilty anyway’ – did not fulfil the requirements of the task, and 
suggested that some candidates struggled to apply what they had been taught, simply 
re-processing a mass of background information without considering the character 
they had actually been asked to write about.  

Better responses integrated context with a perceptive analysis of Boo’s role within the 
novel; it was the latter that needed to be the focus, and candidates should be 
encouraged to utilise contextual material only where it illuminates the behaviour or 
situation of the character in question.  

Although the following response appears sustained, it tends to re-tell the story rather 
than answering the question and, as a result, only demonstrates a generally sound 
understanding of the significance of the character.  
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examiner comment 

This response explores a number of points relating to Boo, but the 
response is largely narrative. The response covers Boo’s early life, the 
games the children play on him, the treats left in the tree, the 
Mockingbird link and other events where the character features. A 
mostly sound understanding is demonstrated.  

There is some background information at the beginning of the 
response, which is not linked to the character, but the examples 
provide enough evidence of context through the actions of the 
character. The AO4 content is slightly stronger than the AO1.  

AO1: Band 1, 4 marks.  

AO4: Band 2, 6 marks.  

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is mostly accurate. 4 marks.  

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should avoid re-telling the plot of the text. Specific and 
focused examples in relation to the question should be presented. 
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Question 20 

To Kill a Mockingbird  

This question asked candidates to explore the significance of courage in the novel. 
This question did not attract quite as many responses as Q19, but for those who 
attempted it, ‘courage’ was a theme that provided plenty of material, and episodes 
such as the trial, Mrs Dubose’s illness, and Boo Radley’s role in saving the children 
from Bob Ewell, were all identified by candidates as manifestations of courage in 
varying forms. What differentiated responses most sharply was not necessarily the 
range of material presented – although in order to access the higher bands a degree 
of range was necessary – but, rather, the ability of the candidate to analyse the 
impact and implications of this material within an examination of the significance of 
courage. The latter needed to be brought more sharply into focus within 
predominantly narrative statements such as ‘he [Atticus] knew his reasons but no one 
seemed to listen, mostly Aunt Alexandra, who did’ nt [sic] like anything Atticus was 
doing, and took it upon herself to try and change his verdict’. This reference to textual 
detail was used to evidence the fact that ‘everyone’ gave Atticus ‘grief’, but the 
sweeping nature of the comment doesn’t reflect the precision or perceptiveness that 
would enable the candidate’s response to move out of Band 1. 

The following response is sound, but not enough development of examples is provided 
in order to present a sustained and thorough understanding of the novel. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate begins by referring to Atticus' courage when he 
represents Tom Robinson and a number of points follow, albeit very 
briefly. Had the candidate explored each of the examples in more 
detail, the response could have qualified for a higher band. The 
candidate keeps focus on the question and refers to 'courage' several 
times throughout the response.  

AO1: Band 2, 7 marks. 

AO4: Band 2, 10 marks.  

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is reasonably accurate, although there is a lack of 
apostrophes and paragraphs. 3 marks.  
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examiner tip 

Development of ideas from the examples provided and some thoughtful 
engagement are necessary for a response to qualify for higher bands. 
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Paper summary 

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice. 

● A full range of marks was awarded and most candidates were able to demonstrate 
their knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the texts they had studied. In 
many cases, candidates demonstrated enthusiasm and engagement in their 
responses. Marks are awarded in relation to key areas of the mark bands and 
whether a candidate demonstrates a generally sound; sound; sustained and 
thorough; pertinent and assured; or convincing and perceptive understanding.  

● Animal Farm remains the most popular text for Section A and Of Mice and Men for 
Section B. Some excellent responses were seen for these texts and for the less 
popular options, such as Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress.  

● For Section A, centres should remind candidates to use only the information 
contained within the extract in order to answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of the 
question. Candidates who made several points, and supported these with 
examples from the extract, qualified for marks in the higher bands. The only 
section of the four-part question that requires candidates to explore another area 
of the text is part (d).  

● For part (d), candidates should select and explore one extract of their own choice. 
The extract should be approximately one page in length of the chosen text and 
relevant to the given theme.  

● Centres are reminded that AO4, the social, cultural and historical context, is not 
assessed in Section A (four-part questions). A number of candidates are still not 
labelling their responses clearly and often omit to identify (by crossing the 
appropriate box) the question number that they are answering. When responding 
to Section A, candidates may re-use examples provided for other parts of the 
question.  

● For Section B , successful responses were those that had developed their ideas 
fully, showing some insight and analysis and kept a sharp focus on the question. It 
was surprising to find that many of the responses to Question 13, Curley’s wife, 
did not always explore her death or the ultimate consequences for Lennie.  

● In Section B responses, candidates are now integrating the social, cultural and 
historical context of the novel with specific examples from the text, rather than 
adding them as an afterthought or stand-alone points.  AO4 is best approached 
through providing specific examples of characters, events and themes within the 
novel and not treated separately by providing background information that is 
unrelated or often irrelevant to the question.  

● Fewer candidates are writing their Section B response in the Section A answer 
space. Centres are thanked for reminding candidates to respond in the correct 
area of the answer booklet and are asked to continually remind candidates of this. 
Candidates’ understanding of the rubrics of the examination has improved 
significantly.  

● Centres should be congratulated on the excellent subject knowledge and the 
delivery of the specification. Thank you.  
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Grade boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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