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Assessment overview  

The English Literature 5ET1 Foundation tier examination consists of two sections and 
lasts for an hour and forty-five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section. 
The questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what 
they can achieve in relation to the detailed study of two texts.  

The total number of marks available is 89. 

There are 43 marks available for Section A, which includes 3 marks for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar assessed in part (d) of the question.  

46 marks are available for Section B, which includes 6 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar (SPaG).  

Study of prose texts  

Section A: One text from the Literary Heritage (the four-part question). There is only 
one question per text and candidates should answer all four parts of the question. The 
maximum marks for each section of the question are: part (a) 10 marks; part (b) 10 
marks; part (c) 8 marks and part (d) 12 marks plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. Total 43 marks.  

Section B: One text from Different Cultures (essay). Candidates provide a response 
to one of two questions. Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 16 marks and 
Assessment Objective 4 carries a maximum of 24 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 
6 is awarded for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG). Total 46 marks.  

 

In this series for Foundation tier, there were only a few texts selected and therefore 
not all questions have been exemplified in this report. Please refer to the report for 
5ET1H for some exemplars which address most questions.  

 

Section A 

Question 1 

Animal Farm  

As this was by far the most popular question for Section A, three examples have been 
included in this report. The three examples provide centres with a full range of marks. 

The given extract was taken from Chapter 2 of the novel and candidates were asked 
to outline the 'key events' leading up to the extract in part (a). The theme of 'control' 
was the focus for part (b); the character of Mr Jones for part (c) and control in part 
(d).  

A range of examples were provided for part (d) of the question, including: Major's 
speech; Snowball's expulsion; Napoleon's control and Squealer's use of propaganda.  

A full range of marks were awarded, with many candidates gaining marks in the top 
bands. Time management has improved and candidates are focusing more on the 
given extract for parts (b) and (c) of the question. 
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The following response is limited. It goes slightly beyond 'basic' as the candidate has 
attempted to use textual evidence in order to support the points made. More 
examples would be necessary to qualify for a mark in a higher band. 
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate identifies two main key events: ‘major dies’ 
and ‘animalism takes place’. The reference to ‘ribbons’ has a loose link 
with the 12th/13th point of the mark scheme. More key events would 
be needed to qualify for a higher band. The response is occasionally 
sound and gains a mark just into Band 3, 5 marks.  

Part (b): This is a limited response. One point is made and supported 
with an appropriate example. Band 2, 4 marks.  

Part (c): A limited response providing one example and little comment. 
Band 1, 3 marks.  

Part (d): The candidate has made a valid point, but has not explored 
their chosen extract in any detail. The response is limited and gains a 
mark just into Band 2, 3 marks.  

 

SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question. 2 marks. 
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examiner tip 

The use of textual evidence is not required for Part (a) of the question, 
but is essential for all other parts.  

 

 

In the following exemplar the candidate attempts to use textual evidence, although at 
times the quotes are too long. Rather than spending too much time copying 
large areas of the extract(s), more points could have been made and supported with 
short examples.  
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate has identified: Major’s dream and speech; 
Major’s death; the pigs’ importance and then returns to previous 
events. The chronology is ‘generally sound’ and the response is given a 
mark at the lower end of Band 4, 7 marks.  

Part (b): One very long quote is used. The candidate briefly refers to 
Jones’ loss of control. One example limits this response to a mark in 
Band 3, 6 marks.  

Part (c): The candidate has demonstrated an occasional understanding 
of the character. One very long piece of evidence has been used. In 
order to qualify for a mark in a higher band, evidence should be more 
selective and more traits identified. The candidate has identified that 
Jones is: ‘selfish, greedy and lazy’. Only a small part of the extract has 
been explored. Band 2, 5 marks.  

Part (d): The candidate has selected an appropriate example, but has 
not explored the chosen extract in enough detail. There is one quote 
and little comment. The response is limited. Band 2, 5 marks.  

SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question. 2 marks.  

 

 

examiner tip 

Short Point, Evidence, Explain and more examples (‘short PEEs, more 
EGs' rhyme) are often a more successful approach to parts (b), (c) and 
(d). 
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The following response has been awarded full marks for all parts of the 
question.
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate has selected a number of key events and has 
presented them in the correct chronological order. The response gains 
full marks. Band 5, 10 marks.  

Part (b): This response begins with a language focus and explores the 
verb ‘lashing’ in order to ‘seize control’. Ideas are clearly expressed. 
The candidate explores how the animals ‘gain control’ and how 
‘tormentors’ have had control and lost it. The response continues and 
remains focused throughout. Band 5, 10 marks.  

Part (c): This is a detailed response and the candidate refers to a 
number of points, supporting these with relevant textual evidence. The 
comment towards the end of the response explores a possible cause 
and effect. Band 3, 8 marks.  

Part (d): The candidate helpfully guides the reader to the chosen 
extract. A range of relevant examples are presented and explored. 
Specific language points are made and the candidate offers a sound 
and confident interpretation. Band 5, 12 marks  

SPG: The candidate has met the high performance criteria. On the 
whole, the response is mostly accurate and there is effective control of 
meaning in the context of the demands of the question. 3 marks.  

 

 

examiner tip 

For part (a), candidates can either list, bullet or write in continuous 
prose. The 'key events' do not need to be detailed, but do need to 
include specific events. The response does not have to read like a 'mini 
essay' to be an answer. 
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Question 2 

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde  

This was the third most popular text on Foundation tier. The given extract was from 
'Dr Jekyll was Quite at Ease'. Candidates were asked to: outline the 'key events' 
leading up to the extract in part (a); explain how the theme of secrecy is presented in 
part (b); the character of Dr Jekyll in part (c) and the theme of secrecy in one other 
area of the text for part (d). The most popular options for part (d) were: 'The Incident 
at the Window' and 'Lanyon's letter'.  

A range of marks were awarded and two examples are provided in this report.  

In this example, a range of marks have been awarded, but for most parts the 
response is basic and limited.  
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examiner comment 

Part (a): One key event is briefly touched upon and the remainder of 
the response is from the extract and not leading up to it. This is a basic 
response. Band 1, 2 marks.  

Part (b): The candidate has referred to two areas of the extract and 
offers some literal interpretation. Understanding of language is limited. 
Band 2, 4 marks.  

Part (c): The candidate identifies that Jekyll has ‘something to hide’ 
and is ‘worried’ and the atmosphere changes when the will is 
discussed. An occasional understanding has been demonstrated. Band 
2, 5 marks.  

Part (d): This is a basic and very brief response, which ends abruptly. 
Ideas are not always made clear. There is some brief attempt to 
mention another area of the text. Band 1, 1 mark.  

SPG: Ideas are not made clearly and there is very little content. A 
mark of 1 is awarded.  

 

 

examiner tip 

Candidates will often realise greater success by selecting the evidence 
first, perhaps by highlighting specific words, phrases or punctuation, 
then using these to formulate short PEE responses. 
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The following response contains a number of points and the candidate has selected a 
range of examples from the extract(s), except for part (c) of the response.  
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate has explored a number of key events, which 
are presented in the correct chronological order. Full marks are 
awarded. Band 5, 10 marks.  

Part (b): The candidate begins with a fair point relating to dialogue and 
maintains a good focus on the question. Key areas of the extract are 
referred to, but there is not a great deal of language analysis or the 
exploration of specific words or phrases; however, the response is 
sound, as an understanding is demonstrated through the comments 
made. A mark at the bottom of Band 5 is awarded, 9 marks.  

Part (c): The lack of textual evidence hinders progression to the top 
band, although the points made are relevant. Best fit Band 2. If the 
response had been supported with textual evidence, it would have 
gained a mark in the top band. Band 2, 5 marks.  

Part (d): The candidate does not identify where the chosen extract is 
from and we have to do some work for them. The extract is not long 
enough and when quotes are removed, there is little of the candidate’s 
own comment. It seems as if the candidate has struggled for ideas or 
may have been running out of time. This is mostly relevant and 
generally sound. Band 4, 8 marks.  

SPG: There is not a great deal of the candidate’s own comment, but 
there is enough evidence to award a mark in the intermediate 
performance criteria: Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with some accuracy and general control of meaning in the 
context of the demands of the question. 2 marks.  
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Question 3 

The Hound of the Baskervilles  

This was the second most popular text option for Section A, but there were fewer than 
300 responses. 

The extract provided is from Chapter 2 of the novel and provides Mortimer's account. 
The question proved to be difficult for some candidates, although a full range of marks 
were awarded. Part (a) required candidates to outline the key events leading up to the 
extract; part (b) to discuss how language presents the supernatural in the extract; 
part (c) based on the character of Sir Charles Baskerville and part (d) the explanation 
of the importance of the supernatural in one other part of the novel. The most popular 
choices for part (d) were towards the end of the novel, when the hound appears from 
out of the mist or when Watson hears the strange sounds coming from Grimpen Mire.  

The following response contains some valid points interspersed with some 
misinterpretation. The candidate has approached the task by referring to the effect on 
the reader, which is a useful technique to use in the classroom. 
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The key event relating to the discovery of footprints follow the 
extract. The evidence of ‘cigar ash’ and ‘the plan to meet Sir Henry’ 
occur in Chapter 3. The question asks for key events leading up to the 
extract. No mark can be awarded.    

Part (b): The candidate makes some reference to language. The 
candidate uses PETER (point, evidence, technique, effect on reader) 
and explores specific words: ‘haunted’ and ‘dreadful’. Band 3, 6 marks.  

Part (c): The candidate begins with a good example relating to Sir 
Charles’ ‘nervous’ disposition, but after the evidence there is some 
incorrect comment. Some valid points are interspersed with 
inaccuracies or ideas which are not supported in the extract, such as 
‘brave’, ‘has power and strong’. Working towards Band 2, but a limited 
understanding of the character is demonstrated. Band 1, 3 marks.  

Part (d): The candidate presents some interesting ideas although not 
always clearly. The chosen extract can loosely be linked to the theme 
of the supernatural, but the candidate does not focus on the extract 
enough. This is a limited response. Band 2, 4 marks.  

SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question. 2 marks.  

  

 

examiner tip 

Continue revising key phrases of the question, particularly for part (a): 
events leading up to or events following on from. 
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The majority of this response demonstrates 'some' understanding. The candidate 
really tries to analyse the language within the extract, although points are often 
repeated in the same part of the question.  
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examiner comment 

Part (a): The candidate refers to the extract and not the key events 
leading up to it. The very last sentence relates to Mortimer’s account of 
Sir Charles early in Chapter 2. Band 1, 1 mark.  

Part (b): The candidate attempts to analyse language, although the 
points made become repetitive. There is some reference to how the 
writer achieves effects. Band 3, 6 marks  

Part (c): The candidate employs PEE and begins with some valid points, 
but as the response progresses, ideas are repeated or are unclear. 
Three points are made about Sir Charles: nervous, horrified and fears 
the supernatural. A generally sound understanding is demonstrated. 
Band 3, 6 marks. 

Part (d): The response begins by helpfully guiding the reader to the 
chosen extract; however, two extracts have been selected but share a 
common link. The ‘best’ response will gain the appropriate mark. There 
is a lack of close analysis, but there is some selection of textual detail 
to support interpretation. Band 3, 7 marks. 

SPG: The candidate has met the intermediate performance criteria: 
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question. 2 marks.  

  

 

examiner tip 

Try to avoid repeating points in the same part of a question. 

Evidence can be re-used when answering different parts of the 
question. 

 

Questions 4 -6 

There were no examples of student responses to questions on Felicia’s Journey, Pride 
and Prejudice or Great Expectations. 
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Section B 

Questions 7–10 

Unfortunately, there were no examples of student responses to questions on Anita 
and Me or Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress. 

Question 11 

Heroes  

Although there were only 13 responses for this question, one is included here.  

The question asked candidates to consider how Francis is changed by his war injuries. 
The bullets in the question asked candidates to consider what happens to Francis 
during the war; why he went to war and why he returns to Frenchtown. 

The following is an example of a limited response. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate makes some valid points, but the majority of the 
response on the first page is one long quote. When the quotes are 
removed, there is very little of the candidate's own comments, but the 
comment is dealing with the question. This is a limited response.  

AO1: Band 2, 7 marks. 

AO4: Band 2, 10 marks. 

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is mostly accurate and just slips into Level 2. 3 marks.  

 

Question 12 

Heroes  

There were no student responses to this question. 
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Question 13 

Of Mice and Men  

By far, this was the most popular essay question. Candidates were asked to consider 
the importance of Curley's wife in the novel. The bullet points guided candidates to 
think about what Curley's wife says and does, how she is treated by others and why 
she is lonely.  

A full range of marks were awarded for this question. Three examples are provided 
here to illustrate the range of marks awarded.  

This first of three examples is a limited response. The candidate has not provided 
enough examples, but some relevant textual evidence is used in the response. 

 

 
 

 

examiner comment 

This is a limited response with few examples from the text. There is 
some appropriate evidence but, due to how limited the response is, a 
‘best fit’ approach has been taken. A limited understanding of the 
character has been demonstrated.  

AO1: Band 2, 7 marks.  

AO4: Band 2, 10 marks.  

SPG: This achieves ‘threshold performance’ Level 1. The response is 
reasonably accurate. Errors do not hinder the meaning of the response. 
2 marks. 
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examiner tip 

Remind candidates to spend approximately 45–50 minutes on this 
section of the paper.  

 

 

The following response is generally sound. The candidate has made a range of points 
and has included a range of evidence from the text. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate has used a range of appropriate evidence, has explored 
personality traits and some key events. There is mostly sound 
reference to context supported by relevant textual reference.   

AO1: Band 4: 12 marks.  

AO4: Band 4: 18 marks.  

SPG: This achieves ‘threshold performance’ Level 1. The response is 
reasonably accurate. Errors do not hinder the meaning of the response. 
2 marks.   

 

 

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should draw examples from throughout the text and explain 
how each example demonstrates the character's (or theme's) 
importance.  

Centres may find it useful to look at the Higher tier responses, as this 
Band 4 response is comparable with a Higher tier Band 1 response.  



 

GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 37

The final example is an answer that exceeds expectations; it is a thoughtful and 
sustained response. 
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examiner comment 

This response exceeds expectations. The candidate explores a full 
range of points relating to Curley’s wife and maintains a sharp focus on 
the question. There is a thoughtful interpretation about the colour red 
and how this colour she wears signals ‘danger’. The response explores 
Curley’s wife’s dream and incorporates points about the social and 
historical context into the examples provided. Many other points are 
made throughout the response, including an appreciation and 
exploration of how the reader gains sympathy for the character and a 
reference to authorial intent. The response is sustained and thoughtful.  

AO1: exceeds Band 5, 16 marks.  

AO4: exceeds Band 5, 24 marks.  

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is mostly accurate. 4 marks.  

  



 

GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 43

 

examiner tip 

Candidates can either use direct quotations, refer to specific examples, 
or paraphrase when providing examples in Section B. 

Question 14 

Of Mice and Men  

In this question, candidates were asked to consider the importance of settings in the 
novel. The bullet points directed candidates to consider the settings such as the barn 
and at the close of the novel.  

A range of marks were awarded for this question, although there were only just over 
a hundred responses. Two examples are included in this report. 

In the first of two examples, the candidate demonstrates a generally sound 
understanding of the theme and provides some interesting ideas. 

 

 



 

GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 44 
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examiner comment 

This personal and often informal response requires more specific 
examples, but the candidate’s ideas are mostly sound. The candidate 
considers why Steinbeck chose to have a setting of the barn and by the 
pool. More specific examples would have qualified the response for a 
mark in Band 5. There is a generally sound understanding of the theme 
and mostly sound reference to the context.  

AO1: Band 4, 13 marks.  

AO4: Band 4, 20 marks.  

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is mostly accurate. 3 marks.  

  

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should answer all bullet prompts in as much detail as 
possible and try to provide examples from the complete text. 
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In this final response, the candidate has demonstrated a sound understanding of the 
text. A focus on the question is maintained and some interesting ideas are presented. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of the text. There 
is some good interpretative comment about the bunkhouse and how it 
resembles a ‘prison’ and reflects the ‘poor conditions that ranch hands 
had to live in’. The candidate maintains a focus on the question and 
explores a variety of settings, such as Crooks’ room. Ideas are 
supported with sound references to the context. Even though some 
points could have been developed more, the response gains marks at 
the top of the bands.  

AO1: Band 5, 16 marks.  

AO4: Band 5, 24 marks.  

SPG: This response achieves ‘intermediate performance’ Level 2. The 
response is mostly accurate. 4 marks.  

 

Questions 15–20 

Unfortunately, there were no examples of student responses to questions on Rani and 
Sukh, Riding the Black Cockatoo or To Kill a Mockingbird. 
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Paper summary 

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice. 

● A full range of responses were seen throughout the marking of the paper with 
candidates demonstrating an understanding and appreciation of the texts that 
they had studied. Many candidates have gained marks in the top three bands.  

● Animal Farm remains the most popular text for Section A and Of Mice and Men for 
Section B.  

● Candidates seemed to cope much better with time management issues and, 
whereas in the past candidates had spent too long on part (a) of Section A, this 
series demonstrated that more time was given to other parts of the question; 
however, there were several candidates who did not attempt part (d) of the 
question, which also meant that a spelling, punctuation and grammar mark could 
also not be awarded.  

● The most successful responses were those where candidates had simply bulleted 
the key events for part (a) of Section A questions. In some instances, candidates 
had summarised the key events from the given extract rather than identifying 
events before or after. Centres should remind candidates that they should only 
make reference to the extract for parts (b) and (c) of the question. Part (a) refers 
to events leading up to or following the extract and a point of the text is identified. 
For part (d), candidates should select their own extract to analyse, providing 
similar treatment as given in parts (b) and (c). Candidates should select just one 
extract of similar length or approximately one page of the text.  

● For Foundation tier part (d) of Section A, the question can be either thematic or 
based on a character.  

● Centres are reminded that AO4, the social, cultural and historical context, is not 
assessed in Section A (four-part questions).  

● There were some very successful essays for Section B, most of which were in 
answer to Question 13, Curley’s wife. Most candidates are now incorporating the 
social, cultural and social context within the main body of their essay and linking 
points made to specific examples from the text.  

● Centres should be congratulated on their excellent subject knowledge and the 
delivery of the specification. Thank you.  
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Grade boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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