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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 

 

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Included in this pack: 

 
 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 

 
 Marked scripts with the mark and band 

 
 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 
Section A – Unseen Poem – Higher Tier. 

 

 
 
Script 1 response to Q1 

 
Band 3 – 11 marks 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Examiner summary: 
 

The candidate is aware of the development of the poem and how each 

stanza ‘moves into the next one’. There is thorough understanding of the 

poet’s ideas and of the fact that the boys are doing something exciting 

and mysterious. Thoughtful comments are supported by sustained textual 

reference. The understanding of the content and ideas and how the writer 

uses his language, structure and form puts it into Band 3. 

 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to show more assured understanding of the 

poem’s content and the poet’s use of language and structure.  There also needs more pertinent 

textual reference to support the points 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Script 2 response to Q1 

 
Band 5  –  20 marks 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
Examiner summary: 

This is a perceptive response. The candidate is very aware of the use of 

language for particular effects. There are some pertinent references to 

support the comments and ideas, and there is a strong personal response. 

Ideas are organised and communicated with perceptive comment and 

effective use of embedded quotations. 

 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

 

 
 

This response received full marks. 
  

 


