GCSE English Literature
5ET2H/01

Unseen Poetry
Higher Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



The Apple Raid

Darkness came early, though not yet cold;
Stars were strung on the telegraph wires;
Street lamps spilled pools of liquid gold;
The breeze was spiced with garden fires.

That smell of burnt leaves, the early dark,
Can still excite me but not as it did

So long ago when we met in the park -
Myself, John Peters and David Kidd.

We moved out of town to the district where
The lucky and wealthy had their homes
With garages, gardens, and apples to spare
Ripely clustered in the trees green domes.

We chose the place we meant to plunder

And climbed the wall and dropped down to

The secret dark. Apples crunched under

Our feet as we moved through the grass and dew.

The clusters on the lower boughs of the tree
Were easy to reach. We stored the fruit

In pockets and jerseys until all three

Boys were heavy with their tasty loot.

Safe on the other side of the wall

We moved back to town and munched as we went.

I wonder if David remembers at all
That little adventure, the apples’fresh scent.

Strange to think that he's fifty years old,

That tough little boy with scabs on his knees;
Stranger to think that John Peters lies cold

In an orchard in France beneath apple trees.

Vernon Scannell




Section A - Unseen Poem - Higher Tier.

*1 Explore how Vernon Scannell presents memories of his friends and stealing apples.

Use evidence from the poem to support your answer.

(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

Script 1 response to Q1

Band 3 - 11 marks
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(Sectjon A continued)
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Examiner summary:

The candidate iy aware of the development of the poewmv and how each
stanga ‘moves into-the next one’. There iy thorough understanding of the
poet’s ideas and of the fact that the boys are doing something exciting
and mysterious. Thoughtful commenty awve supporvted by sustained textual
reference. The understanding of the content and ideas and how the writer
uses his language; structure and form puty it into-Band, 3.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

s Thorough understanding of the poem’s content/ideas.
s Thorough explanation of how the writer uses language, structure and
form to present the poem’s content/ideas.

» Sustained relevant textual reference to support response.

*Appropriate organisation and sustained communication of ideas.
Spelling, punctuation and grammar are almost always accurate, with
occasional errors.

To move up to the next band: This response needs to show more assured understanding of the
poem’s content and the poet’s use of language and structure. There also needs more pertinent
textual reference to support the points



Script 2 response to Q1

Band 5 - 20 marks
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Examiner summary:

This is av perceptive resporse. The candidate is very awore of the use of
language for pawticulaw effects. There are some pertinent references to-
support the commenty and ideas, and there is o strong personal response.
Ideas are organised and communicated withv perceptive conument and
effective use of embedded quotations.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

* Perceptive understanding of the poem’s content/ideas.

¢+ Perceptive explanation of how the writer uses language, structure and
form to present the poem’s content/ideas.

5 17-20 |* Convincing relevant textual reference to support response.

*Convincing organisation and sophisticated communication of ideas.
Spelling, punctuation and grammar are consistently accurate.

This response received full marks.



