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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 

 

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Included in this pack: 

 
 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 

 
 Marked scripts with the mark and band 

 
 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Section B – Taking a Stand – Higher Tier. 
 

 
 

Script 1 response to Q5 (a) 
 

Band 3 – 8 marks 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Examiner summary: 

This is a sustained interpretation. The candidate immediately picks up on 

irony as a key feature of the poet’s approach to his subject-matter, 

beginning with the title. The word ‘cynical’ is also an appropriate one. The 

candidate selects examples where the poet undercuts the initially positive 

impression. 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response requires fuller and more assured 
development with more assured use of textual reference to support the response.  

 

 
 

 



Script 2 response to Q5 (a) 

 
Band 5 – 15 marks 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

Examiner summary: 
 

This is a perceptive response, aware of the irony in the poet’s voice and the 

way his ideas are expressed in ‘The World is a Beautiful Place’. There is 

strong personal comment evident, and the ideas are supported by relevant 

references. 

 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
This response received full marks.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Section B – Taking a Stand – Higher Tier 



 

 
 

Script 1 response to Q5 (b)(ii) 
 

Band 4 – 11 marks 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Examiner summary: 
 

The candidate has chosen, unusually, the poem ‘Living Space’ to make 

comment on the differing stances of two poems. The ideas in the two poems 

are in places juxtaposed rather than compared directly, but that is an 

acceptable approach, and there is an assured interpretation. 

 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

 

 
 

 
To move up to the next band: This links between the two poems need to be 

more pertinent with more discriminating examples from the text to support the 
points being made. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Script 2 response to Q5 (b)(i) 
 

Band 5 – 15 marks 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
Examiner summary: 

This is a confident and perceptive response with an insightful comparison 

between the two given texts. The candidate is well aware of similarities 

and links, and also of the differences between the two poems. 

 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

 

 
 

This response received full marks.  
 


