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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 

 

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Included in this pack: 

 
 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 

 
 Marked scripts with the mark and band 

 
 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
Section B – Relationships  – Higher Tier. 

 

 
 
Script 1 response to Q2 (a) 

 
Band 4 – 10 marks 

 

 
 



 

 
Examiner summary: 
 

The candidate has ideas about the poem which are well expressed with an 

assured personal engagement with the text. The comment on language is 

effective- for example, on the striking simile ‘like flotsam’ - except that at 

the ending some comments are bolted on without being fully integrated. 

This answer just qualifies for the lower end of Band 4. 

 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

 

 
 

To move up to the next band: This response needs to develop the response 
more fully with a more perceptive selection of textual reference to support the 

points made. 
 



 

 
Script 2 response to Q2 (a) 

 
Band 4 – 10 marks 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
Examiner summary: 

 

This is an assured explanation of how the poet conveys her attitudes to her 

parents’ ageing. Ideas and comments, often sensitive, are well supported 

from the poem. 

 

 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to be more perceptive in the 

explanation of how the poet conveys her thoughts and feelings about physical love. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Script 3 response to Q2 (a) 
 

Band 5 – 15 marks 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Examiner summary: 
 

This is an excellent response with much to commend. The candidate 

explores specific language features and their effect in a perceptive way. The 

understanding is discriminating and the interpretation well supported. 

There is sustained focus and the candidate’s conclusion is effective. 

 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 

This response received full marks.  
 



 

 
Section B – Relationships – Higher Tier 

 

 
 

Script 1 response to 2 (b) (ii) 
 

Band 2 – 4 marks 
 

 



 
 

 
Examiner summary: 

 

The candidate chooses ‘Nettles’ as the second poem for consideration. This 

is appropriate, presenting a very different take on the parent/child 

relationship from the parental viewpoint. There is sound exploration of the 

place of emotion in both poems. However, the response is quite brief.  

 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response more sustained analysis of the 

poems and more selective reference to support the points being made. 

 

 



 

Script 2 response to Q2 (b)(i) 
 

Band 3 – 8 marks 
 

 

 
 



 

 



 
 
Examiner summary: 

 

 There are specific details comparing ‘One Flesh’ and ‘Kissing’, and linking 

common ideas. The comments are supported by appropriate textual 

reference. 

 

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to have assured comparisons 

and links with more assured selection of examples to support the links between the 

two poems. 
 

 
 



 

Script 3 response to Q2 (b)(ii) 
 

Band 5 – 15 marks 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Examiner summary: 

The candidate chooses ‘Sonnet 116’ as the second poem, an appropriate 

choice which is handled with much skill to make strong linkages. The 

writing moves with an easy confidence between the two poems and the 

comment shows discrimination. The importance of time in both poems is 

explored with apt contrast. 

 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

 

 
 

This response received full marks.   
 


