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Introduction
Assessment Overview

This English Literature 5ET1 Higher tier examination consists of two sections and lasts for 
an hour and forty-five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section.  The questions 
on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they can achieve in 
relation to the detailed study of two texts.

The total number of marks available is 80, which is equally weighted with 40 marks for each 
section.

Study of Prose Texts

Section A: One text from the Literary Heritage (the 4 part question).  There is only 
one question per text and candidates should answer all four parts of the question.  The 
maximum marks for each section of the question are: part (a) 8 marks; part (b) 10 marks; 
part (c) 10 marks and part (d) 12 marks.  Total 40 marks.

Section B: One text from Different Cultures (essay).  Candidates provide a response to one 
of two questions.  Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 16 marks and Assessment 
Objective 4 carries a maximum of 24 marks.  Total 40 marks.
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 Question 1

By far, Animal Farm was the most popular choice of text for Section A. For Part (d) of the 
question, several candidates chose to write about when Boxer was taken to the 'knackers' 
and how the events that followed demonstrated the pigs' dishonesty.  
 
This candidate gains a total of 9 marks.
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Part (a) The candidate has demonstrated a thorough understanding of the character, Napoleon, 
with points made relating to: power, manipulation, betrayal with 'Napoleon's solemn decree'.  The 
response is supported with a good range of evidence from the extract.  Band 2, 4 marks. 
Part (b) The response begins with a reference to how Napoleon 'orders' the animals to 'do stuff'.  
This is too vague and requires closer reference to the extract.  The quotation 'Seemed to understand, 
but would not say nothing' is from the extract, but a sharper focus on the question and more 
examples from the extract are required to qualify this response for a higher band.  A sharper focus 
on specific language points is required.  Band 1, 2 marks. 
Part (c) The candidate begins by repeating the question and only makes one point: 'Napoleon 
changes the commandment'.  The rest of the response is a large quotation from the extract.  Band 1, 
1 mark. 
Part (d) Although the candidate begins by providing the wrong area of text (the chosen extract 
is from Chapter 2), it is an appropriate selection of a relevant part of the novel.  The response 
demonstrates a generally sound understanding and knowledge of the 'dishonesty' theme.  The points 
made lack development. Band 1, 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should select specific words and phrases from the extract and formulate point, 
evidence, explain answers for each example provided.   
Candidates are credited for the development of ideas relating to the examples provided.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate gains a total of 18 marks.
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Part (a) This is a perceptive response exploring several points about the character.  It begins 
with Napoleon being 'important' and moves on to other points such as being 'selfish' and 
ending with 'hypocritical'.  The candidate has employed a range of discriminating evidence.  
The 'eager' point is valid, but ideas are not fully explored.  The candidate has developed some 
points and used point, evidence, explain. There is sufficient evidence and points made to 
warrant full marks.  Band 3, 8 marks. 
Part (b) The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding, but only focuses on one 
quotation when the dogs 'escorted' Squealer back to the farmhouse.  The point made is 
developed and the part which refers to the 'pigs are somewhat celebrities', qualifies this for a 
mark in Band 2, 4 marks. 
Part (c) The candidate opens with a clear focus on the question, but only refers to one 
example of dishonesty within the extract.  Much of the response loses the initial focus and 
would have benefited from further evidence and examples from the extract.  Band 2, 4 marks.  
Part (d) The candidate has selected an extract from the end of Chapter 10, but there is a 
tendency to refer to the whole novel and there is some confusion about the term 'animalism'.  
The response lacks a sharp focus and analysis of a specific extract.  Band 1, 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

In Part (a), candidates will qualify for higher bands if they penetrate the extract for as many 
examples of the character as possible. 
For Part (d), candidates should choose an extract similar in length to the one provided and 
select specific words and phrases in order to explore the theme.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate gains full marks for each of the parts (a), (b) and (c), despite a few careless 
errors.  In view of how long candidates are given to answer each section, the response is 
detailed and understandably the presentation has become somewhat untidy. 
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Part (a) The candidate has identified a wide range of points relating to Napoleon's character, 
including: powerful, authoritative, 'wicked-minded', 'seemingly hardworking... to remain feared', 
dictatorial, deceitful, dishonest and selfish. Most of these points are supported with evidence from 
the extract.  The response does continue on the third page of the answer booklet with a point 
about Napoleon's 'arrogance'. Band 3, 8 marks.

Part (b) This answer refers to a number of points and despite the 'speed' error referring to 
Snowball rather than Squealer (which is picked-up on by the candidate a little further into the 
response), the understandng is both convincing and perceptive.  Points refer to specific words and 
phrases and the candidate recognises the dramatic irony within the extract. Band 5, 10 marks.

Part (c) The candidate refers to a number of examples where dishonesty occurs within the 
extract, including Squealer's deceit and devious nature in working during the 'moonlight' and the 
(dramatic) irony of this. There is comment relating to Napoleon's 'compulsive' dishonesty about 
the 'grazing ground' and his purchase of some 'brochures about brewing and distilling'. Band 5, 10 
marks.

Part (d) Clearly, the candidate has struggled with time and possibly spent too long on part (a).  
The response is not as strong as the previous ones, but the selection of extract is appropriate.  
The candidate discusses the dishonesty between Napoleon and Frederick, both with Napoleon's 
'cunning and sly personality' and the forged bank notes.  Language points are made, but the 
candidate runs out of time. Band 4, 9 marks.

Examiner Comments

Time management is essential in this section of the paper.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

On the whole, responses to Question 2 Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde were confident and often 
gained marks in the higher bands.  A range of examples was provided when exploring the 
theme of 'fear' in Part (d) of the question.  Many candidates chose to explore an extract 
from the 'Story of the Door' or 'The Carew Murder Case'.   

On the whole, responses to Question 2 were well-answered. In this first response, the 
candidate gains a total of 36 marks.
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Part (a)  The candidate has demonstrated an assured understanding of the charac-
ter.  A range of points are made about Utterson, such as: 'confusion', 'insightful', 'car-
ing', 'good nature' and 'curious'.  Had more evidence from the extract been provided, 
the candidate could have qualified for the full 8 marks.  Band 3, 6 marks.
Part (b) A perceptive understanding is demonstrated in this response.  A range 
of linguistic techniques is explored and there is a mature and sophisticated point 
made at the end of the response: 'Poole's fear contrasts with Utterson's curiosity'.  
Band 5, 10 marks. 
Part (c) Although a succinct response, this focuses entirely on the question.  The 
convincing opening places 'fear' within the spectrum of Poole's emotions as the 
'foundation'.  The candidate's use of alternatives, signposed by 'but', 'as', 'however', 
indicate a maturity of expression. Band 5, 10 marks.   
Part (d) The candidate has selected the 'Incident at the Window' as an appropriate 
choice.  This is a maturely expressed response with comments such as: 'Silence 
allows the mind to wander and create wild imaginings.'  Further examples would have 
qualified the response for the top band. Band 4, 10 marks.

Examiner Comments

Succinct and maturely expressed points are credit-worthy.

Examiner Tip
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The following is an example of a full mark response. 



24 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 25



26 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 27

Part (a) This is a perceptive response.  There are several references to Utterson's caring and 
solitary personality.  The candidate makes reference to the character not being frightened or 
afraid and that he shows no hesitation in his actions.  Band 3, 8 marks. 
Part (b)  The candidate begins with a strong focus on language, although examples of 'figurative 
language' could have been provided.  The candidate uses embedded quotations to support the 
points made about Poole. Several points are made and specific words and phrases are selected 
rather than longer quotations.  Band 5, 10 marks. 
Part (c) There is a strong introduction, which mentions the themes of 'duality' and the 'gothic' 
genre which contribute to the 'melancholy mood'.  A perceptive understanding of the text is 
demonstrated. The response is maturely expressed and a number of points are made, which are 
supported with selective quotation. Band 5, 10 marks. 
Part (d) The candidate has chosen an extract from the 'Story of the Door' and has provided a 
range of specific language points in order to explore the theme of 'fear'. Band 5, 12 marks.

Examiner Comments

Encourage the use of selective quotation.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
 
Most candidates approached parts of this The Hound of the Baskervilles question 
confidently.  A range of points was made about the characters of Watson and Holmes.  
Some candidates appeared to have found the 'truth' theme more difficult to answer in Part 
(c), but often had more success when exploring an appropriate example for Part (d).   

The following response gains more success in parts (b) and (d). The candidate gains a total 
of 18 marks.
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Part (a) The response begins with a statement identifying that 'Watson is the narrator' 
and links the point to the extract.  Further points of wanting to 'show Holmes that he can 
be a good detective' and  'Watson aspires to be just like Holmes', demonstrate a sound 
understanding of character.  More examples would have qualified for a higher band. Band 1, 3 
marks.

Part (b) In this succinct response, the candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding 
of how the writer achieves effect through the use of language.  A number of examples 
are presented, such as the use of questions, list of three, and formal language - for 
exmple 'marvellous' rather than 'good'.  Band 3, 6 marks.

Part (c) The first point made does not focus sharply on the extract and the response is only 
beginning to demonstrate a sound understanding of the theme.  There is some confusion 
relating to the 'interesting throwback' and the response loses focus on the question. Band 2, 
3 marks.

Part (d). This response is beginning to demonstrate a thorough understanding, although more 
examples and analysis from the chosen extract would have benefited this response. The 
point about 'Watson wouldn't have been able to finish the investigation if Holmes had gone' is 
assumptive.   Band 3, 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should spend more time on Part (d) of the 
question and examine an extract in detail.

Examiner Tip
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The following response is mostly perceptive.  The candidate maintains a sharp focus on each 
part of the question and provides a wide range of points.  The candidate gains a total of 37 
marks.
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Part (a) A range of points are made about Watson's character and these 
are supported with examples from the extract.  Band 3, 8 marks.

Part (b) The candidate has used selective quotations and has identified a 
number of language points in order to present the character of Holmes.   At 
times, the points made could have been developed a little further.  The 
response is convincing.  Band 5, 9 marks.

Part (c) There is an assured understanding of the theme, although few 
points have been made.  Band 4, 8 marks.

Part (d) The candidate has selected an extract when Watson and Sir Henry 
'discover Barrymore looking out of the window'.  This is an appropriate 
choice and clearly provides the candidate with a range of points that 
can be made in relation to the theme of 'truth'. The response is both 
perceptive and convincing.  Band 5, 12 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

A number of confident responses were seen for Felicia's Journey.  In part (a) of the 
question, candidates were asked to focus on the character of Johnny and how he is revealed 
within the extract.  Most candidates correctly identified his capacity to deceive and provided 
examples of how he uses flattery.  The most successful responses identified several layers of 
Johnny's dishonesty and engaged with the authorial process of characterisation, rather than 
simply describing the character. 

In part (b), candidates demonstrated a clear understanding of Felicia's character. 

The candidates' responses to the relationship theme in part (c) varied, depending on 
whether they had recognised Johnny's dishonesty, but more confidence was often 
demonstrated when selecting another extract to explore in part (d). 

This strong response is confident and perceptive throughout.  The candidate has included a 
range of examples from the extract and has maturely expressed some ideas. This candidate 
gains a total of 38 marks.
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Part (a) The candidate immediately recognises Johnny's deceit and explores his 
'physical presence' in order to 'appeal to her'.  His 'suggestive' comments and true 
intent, and the mature point that he 'lulls her', confirm a perceptive understanding 
of the character.  The candidate continues with more examples in order to secure a 
mark in the top band. Band 3, 7 marks.

Part (d) The candidate helpfully guides the reader to the selected extract 
and provides a range of examples in order to explore the relationship between 
Hilditch and Felicia.  Some language points are made and a perceptive 
understanding qualifies this response for a mark in Band 5. Band 5, 12 marks.

Examiner Comments

It is always helpful to guide the examiner to 
the extract selected for part (d).

Examiner Tip
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The candidate's response is confident and keeps focus on each part of the question.  A 
range of examples supports the points made.  This candidate gains a total of 30 marks.
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Part (a) The candidate identifies that Johnny appears to be the 
'idealistic boyfriend' and goes on to say that he is confident 
and controlling.  Each point is supported with a relevant 
example from the extract and is beginning to demonstrate a 
perceptive understanding of the character. Band 3, 6 marks.

Part (b) There is some assured comment, such as at the end 
of the first paragraph, suggesting it is Felicia's 'vulnerability 
that seduces Johnny.'  There is a focus on language. Band 4, 8 
marks.

Part (c) A range of examples has been provided and there is 
some assured comment relating to the theme of relationships, 
such as when referring to Felicia as a 'disposable object'. Band 
4, 7 marks. 

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be encouraged to 
use short, embedded quotations.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

The responses to Pride and Prejudice were often successful, with many awarded marks in 
Bands 4 and 5.  Candidates were confident writing about the characters of Elizabeth and 
Darcy and the theme of love provided candidates with a wide choice of possible extracts to 
explore when responding to part (d). 

In this response, the candidate demonstrates an assured understanding of the novel and 
has presented a range of points supported with appropriate examples from the extract(s).  
This candidate gains a total of 33 marks.

A great deal of time has been spent on Section A, hopefully not at the expense of Section B.  
Time management is an important consideration.
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Part (a) The candidate makes a range of perceptive, maturely ex-
pressed points.  A number of ideas are explored within the first paragraph.  
The candidate recognises that Elizabeth is 'not sycophantic' through her 
choice of language.  A number of examples from the extract has been 
selected. Band 3, 7 marks.
Part (b) There is an assured understanding of the character and the 
candidate has supported points made with a range of evidence.  Closer 
analysis of specific words and phrases would have qualified the response 
for a mark in Band 5. Band 4, 8 marks.

Part (c) This is a sustained response, which includes a number of 
examples from the extract.  A sharper focus on the question would have 
qualified the response for a mark in a higher band; more explicit reference 
to the question would have benefited this response. Band 3, 6 marks.

Part (d) This response selects an appropriate section of the novel and 
explores the theme of love in great detail.  There is some excellent use of 
embedded quotations and the skilful use of ellipses in order to select a run 
of specific words from longer examples. Band 5, 12 marks.

In view of how long candidates should spend on each part of Section 
A,  this is an impressive response. 

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates to spend approximately:

10 minutes for each of the parts (a), (b) and (c) 
and about 15 minutes on part (d).

Examiner Tip
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Question 6

Responses to this Great Expectations question were often astute and tended to gain marks 
in the higher bands.  Candidates were able to discuss Estella through her behaviour and 
speech.  Language devices such as the juxtaposition of nouns and adjectives used by 
Pip proved a secure tool in helping candidates to attain higher marks for part (b) of the 
question.  The theme of 'injustice' was successful for most candidates, who were able to 
select a number of examples from the extract in part (c) and gave them a range of possible 
extracts to choose from when exploring injustice in another part of the novel.  

In this response, the candidate has employed a number of examples from the extract in 
order to support a wide range of points.  Occasionally, the candidate makes references to 
other parts of the novel when responding to parts (a) and (b), which do not gain credit, but 
do not negate the valid points made.  This candidate gains a total of 31 marks.
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Part (a) A range of points has been made about Estella's character, beginning with 
her being 'controlling and demeaning'.  The candidate goes on to explain that she is 
'belittling', has an air of superiority, is 'hurtful', has 'power', is 'harsh' and 'spiteful'.  
Towards the end of the response, the candidate refers to 'Later in the novel' and the 
points at the end repeat those made earlier.  Overall, the response is perceptive de-
spite the irrelevant comments at the end. Band 3, 7 marks.
Part (b) The candidate has selected a number of appropriate examples from the 
extract, although at times more language analysis would have benefited this 
response.  For example, the quotation: 'humiliated, hurt, spurned, offended, angry, 
sorry' could have been explored in more detail.  The last part of the response is 
irrelevant as it refers to 'Later in the novel...'.   Nevertheless, this is a sustained 
response working towards demonstrating an assured understanding. Band 3, 6 marks.

Part (c) There is a sharp focus on the theme of 'injustice', which is referred to 
throughout the response. The candidate explores the use of 'comparison' to 'highlight 
the injustice' and Pip's 'tears to try and overcome injustice'. This is an assured answer 
rooted in the extract. Band 4, 8 marks.

Part (d) The candidate begins by helpfully guiding the reader to the selected extract, 
which is sharply focused on the question and the injustice shown towards Joe when he 
visits Pip in London.  An assured understanding of the novel is demonstrated through 
the selection of appropriate examples and concluding that Pip's treatment of Joe was 
unjust because he was 'unfair and cruel'.  Band 4, 10 marks.

Examiner Comments

Remember in Section A to focus on the given extract 
for Parts (a), (b) and (c).  Points made outside of 
the extract do not gain credit.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
 
There were very few responses for Anita and Me. A full range of marks was awarded, 
although the character question 'why Anita and her family are important in the novel' was 
the least popular option. 

The response is rather brief and lacks development; however, there are some comments 
which demonstrate a 'sound' understanding.  This is a Band 2 response.
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The candidate begins with a focus on the question, but there are some in-
accuracies and long quotations used. When the candidate discusses Anita's 
father, the long quotation is followed by a very brief comment; there is no 
reference to the question nor an attempt to explain why he is important in 
the novel.
The point that Anita's mother is there 'because she has to be, not because 
she wants to be' is a sound point, but could have been supported with 
some evidence from the novel. 

The long quotation referring to the mother calling the dog to her could have 
been supported with more comment linking it back to the question. 

The final paragraph, again, shows some sound understanding, although 
ideas lack development.     

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be reminded to refer frequently to the 
key words in the question in order to maintain focus.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8

Of the two Anita and Me questions, this was the most popular, with over three times the 
number of responses seen.  The theme of 'racism' was the subject of the question. Often, 
responses did not include enough examples from the novel and were not sustained.  A 
number of candidates referred to the casual racism of Anita and her family, whilst higher 
achieving candidates looked at Meena's naivety and discussed how it was used as a tool for 
exposing racism within her society.

Although just two sides long, this response demonstrates a convincing and perceptive 
understanding of the novel.  There is a clear focus on the question and the social, cultural 
and historical context is integrated within the response.  This is a Band 5 response.
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The candidate begins with a clear and focused introduction, which integrates some brief, but 
appropriate social, cultural and historical context.  
The first example of racism from a 'sweet-faced elderly woman' is explored and the impact is made 
even more significant through the 'innocent description of the offender'.  The strength of the point 
is that it is succinct and effective.  The candidate then explores specific words and phrases to 
ilustrate ideas further.   The AO4 point about 'Golly Wogs' is both appropriate to the example given 
and demonstrates an assured understanding.  The social, cultural and historical context is used for 
support rather than a 'tag-on'. 
The next example relates to Sam Lowbridge and his casual use of racist remarks which are a cause 
of humiliation for both Meena and Mr Kumar.  The candidate offers some suggestion as to why Sam 
would be so openly racist and appropriate examples support the points made. 
Anita's abusive comments are then explored and selective quotations are used to support the 
points made. 
The whole response is focused and confident, ending with some authorial intent 'through a 
story that is shocking, interesting and educational.'  

Examiner Comments

AO4 The social, cultural and historical context should be integrated 
into a response and not as 'stand alone' or 'bolt on' comments. 

This is most often assessed through the candidate providing relevant 
examples of character or theme within the novel. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 9

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress did not generate as many responses as some 
of the other set texts, but candidates who wrote about it often demonstrated a clear 
engagement with the novel, its characters and themes. For this character question, based 
on the Little Chinese Seamstress, the focus on theme threatened to over-shadow the focus 
on character and candidates tended to explore her solely through education, rather than 
exploring her role in any other way.    

This is a maturely expressed response which gained full marks as the candidate explores 
The Little Chinese Seamstress through a range of themes and does not limit the response to 
education. This is a Band 5 response.
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This perceptive response explores the character of The Little 
Chinese Seamstress through a range of themes: education, politics, 
communism, human nature, beliefs and Chinese culture.  The 
character is also explored as a metaphor for re-education. 

There is a range of perceptive points, such as the irony of The Little 
Chinese Seamstress being referred to as a 'princess' in an 'equal' 
society and the comments on page 4 referring to her long hair. 

The response systematically explores the character through a 
range of viewpoints and all ideas are supported with relevant 
references to the novel. 

Examiner Comments

The importance of a character can be explored 
through the themes, chapters or key events.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10

The question asked for candidates to explore the theme of love in Balzac and the Little 
Chinese Seamstress.  Several candidates identified different kinds of love within the novel 
which was not always related to human love, but also the love of literature.  Effective 
responses did not simply describe examples of love; they analysed them perceptively and 
also recognised the centrality of love as a theme within the novel. 

This is a mostly sound response to the text which is supported with some relevant textual 
evidence.  There is a generally sound understanding of the theme. This is a Band 1 
response.
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Most of this response is narrative and few points relating to the 
question have been made.  The points made are superficial and 
require greater analysis.  The candidate needed to explain how 
the examples are significant.

The response lacks a sharp focus on the question and perhaps 
the candidate would have benefited from a little planning in 
order to develop ideas and to help structure the response.

Examiner Comments

Encourage candidates to plan their 
response for Section B, but not to spend 
too much time on doing so! 

Examiner Tip
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Question 11

There was a range of responses to this Heroes question exploring how Nicole was a 
significant character within the novel.  Almost all centred on how Nicole was the driving 
force for the character of Francis. The candidates often looked at key moments, focusing not 
only on the rape scene as one would expect, but also the initial meeting of the characters 
and how Nicole still played a vital role in both Francis' and Larry's lives until Larry's death.

This is a brief response and, due to the lack of specific examples, it is kept in Band 1.  There 
is a generally sound understanding of the text demonstrated.  In order to qualify for a mark 
in a higher band, more examples would be required and more comment as to how Nicole is 
a significant character within the novel.
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The candidate begins with a reference to the beginning of the 
novel, but could have made more reference as to why this would 
make Nicole a significant character.  There seems to be a greater 
focus on Francis.

In the second paragraph, a key event from the novel is 
considered, again without any reference as to the importance of 
the character.

The final concluding paragraph is more focused, but the points 
made could have all been developed further.  

Examiner Comments

Remember to keep a sharp focus on the question. 
If selecting a character question, the candidate 
should refer to key areas of the text where that 
character features.  For each of these examples, 
the candidate should explain how and why the 
character is significant or important. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 12

Candidates answering this Heroes theme question were asked to explore 'betrayal' within 
the novel.  Many candidates focused on Larry's betrayal of both Francis and Nicole.  Often, 
those attaining marks in higher bands considered how Francis betrayed Nicole, not 
only allowing the rape to happen but in the aftermath too.  The effects of betrayal were 
occasionally considered, often referring to events during the two major confrontations 
between Francis and Larry and Francis and Nicole. 

This response gains marks at the top of Band 2. It is a sound response, although there is 
some generalised comment.  More examples and closer reference to the novel would have 
benefited this response.
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After a brief introduction, the candidate begins with some valid points, 
but each one could have been developed further.  For example, the 
candidate could have explained how Larry was manipulative and how 
this led to him betraying Francis. 

The candidate gradually moves away from providing specific examples 
from the text and engages in a more generalised discussion.  There is, 
however, an attempt to explore authorial intent.

Holistically, there is a sound understanding of the novel demonstrated.

Examiner Comments

Use specific examples from the text and 
refer these back to the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13

With over 20,000 responses, Of Mice and Men was clearly the most popular text, but this 
character question based on the importance of Curley was the least popular option.  Most 
candidates explored the importance of Curley and his actions, obviously focusing on the 
fight scene in the third section of the novella and his reaction to the death of his wife.  
Those attaining higher bands also looked at how Steinbeck built his character from the 
description of Curley to the way he spoke and moved.  They also looked at the reactions 
towards Curley by other characters both to his face and behind his back. Some candidates 
considered the hierarchy on the ranch and Curley's role within it.  There was a small number 
of candidates who misread the question and responded about Curley's wife.   

This response is assured throughout and beginning to show a perceptive understanding, 
which is why it has been placed at the lower end of Band 5 for both assessment objectives.
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The candidate begins with a brief but focused introduction and goes on 
to explore Lennie's reaction to Curley after he first met him. 

The candidate then goes on to explore why Curley is a 'dream killer'.  
The events of the fight and after Curely's wife's death are explored and 
appropriate examples are provided.  The candidate could have referred 
to other characters in addition to George and Lennie, but the focus of 
the question is maintained and the candidate concludes by saying why 
Curley is a significant character.

Examiner Comments

Stronger responses will end with a short 
conclusion that explicitly answers the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 14
 
As there were over 16000 responses for this Of Mice and Men question, a range of examples 
has been provided.  The question asked about George and Lennie's dream, which gained a 
full range of marks.  Some candidates explored dreams as a whole, rather than discussing 
George and Lennie's dream specifically, whilst other candidates successfully discussed the 
dreams of others by linking them with Lennie and how his naivity in discussing his own 
dream led to those around him revealing their own dreams.  Some candidates discussed the 
setting of the dreams with insight and looked at how Steinbeck indicated their failure from 
the start.

This response is an example of a candidate demonstrating a 'Sound' understanding.  
Although this is a lengthy response, comments are often too vague thus restricting the 
response from moving into Band 3 'Thorough'.
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The candidate begins with a focus on the question, but the points made are not forceful 
or convincing enough. Examples are not explored in enough depth and there are some 
'grey' or irrelevant areas, such as 'getting a job after/during the war'.  The paragraph 
which begins at the bottom of page 2 relating to Crooks begins with a focus on the 
importance of the dream, but there is more comment on racism and there is some 'tag 
on' historical information. 

The paragraph about Candy on page 3 could have explored how Candy's compensation 
made the importance of the dream more of a reality.  Comment is too brief and the 
candidate has again ended the paragraph with another historical comment.  The 
following paragraph relating to 'Lennie's mentality' lacks relevance to the question and 
the final paragraph is more about discrimination.

This is a sound response, but the candidate would have gained more success if specific 
examples had been explored in more depth and detail; and if a sharper focus had been 
kept on the question.

Examiner Comments

A brief plan or mind map would help to keep ideas 
focused on answering the question.

Examiner Tip
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This example was awarded marks in Band 3.  The response is sustained and holistically 
the candidate has demonstrated a thorough understanding, even though some examples 
provided lack comment.



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 81



82 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01

After a focused introduction, the candidate presents a range of examples 
from the text where the importance of George and Lennie's dream is 
significant.  There is some lack of comment following some quotations, 
which is a pity as more analysis may have benefited this candidate. 

When the candidate refers to Crooks wanting to join the dream and 
appropriately provides evidence from section 4 of the novella, a thorough 
understanding is being demonstrated - as a candidate really must know the 
text in order to provide this evidence.   The candidate could have developed 
the idea that dreams 'bring people closer together'.

The range of examples provided does demonstrate a thorough 
understanding of the text and the response is sustained.  Had the candidate 
developed some of these ideas and commented more on the examples 
provided, this could have qualified the response for a mark in a higher band.

Examiner Comments

Always make a comment about the evidence cited. 

Examiner Tip
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The following response gains full marks.  This response is convincing and the evaluation of 
textual detail shows a perceptive understanding of the theme.
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This maturely expressed response is convincingly 
perceptive. There is an air of sophistication 
throughout the response. The candidate offers 
evaluative comment and integrates the social, 
cultural and historical context into the answer.  There 
are a number of examples provided and references 
are made to the writer's craft, such as on page 4 
where the candidate refers to Steinbeck's intentions. 

Examiner Comments

Stronger responses often refer to the 
writer's intentions or the writer's craft.

Examiner Tip
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Question 15

There was a balance of both character and theme questions for Rani and Sukh. The 
character question focused on the character of Divvy and the theme question explored the 
significance of family relationships. 

For Question 15, most candidates focused on Divvy's relationship with his sister, but often 
lacked an exploration of generational prejudice that he had inherited.  Often there was a 
lack of textual evidence to support the points made.

 In the following response, the candidate has demonstrated a sound understanding of the 
novel, but ideas are not sustained. This is a Band 2 response.
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The candidate begins by making some valid observations and 
a range of examples have been included in the response; 
however, if the quotations are removed, there is little 
comment made and this is sometimes repetitive.  Had the 
candidate explored in more detail specific episodes where the 
character featured, the response could have qualified for a 
mark in a higher band.  

Examiner Comments

Development of ideas from the examples 
provided, and some thoughtful engagement, are 
necessary for a response to qualify at higher bands.

Examiner Tip
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Question 16

This question focused on family relationships in Rani and Sukh. Most responses 
concentrated on Rani and her brother.  Some candidates explored the different relationships 
within both families and the fathers' differing attitudes towards their children. 

This response is both sustained and thorough.  The candidate has benefited from some 
initial planning. This is a Band 3 response.
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The candidate has provided a range of examples from the 
novel and keeps focus on the question.  There are some 
comments which demonstrate a thorough understanding, 
such as Mohinder believes that: 'honour and pride are a lot 
more important than family relationships'. 

Had there been more examples, the response could have 
realised further success.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should try to provide a range of 
examples from different areas of the chosen novel.

Examiner Tip
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Question 17

Riding the Black Cockatoo is the least popular text and, as a result, there were few 
responses to this question.  The character question asked candidates to focus on the 
ways John is changed by the past.  The majority of responses demonstrated an assured 
understanding of the text. Responses often demonstrated some sensitivity and were 
maturely expressed.

This response is beginning to demonstrate a thorough understanding of the text.  It is 
placed just into Band 3 as often points made could have been explored in greater detail and 
more examples could have been provided. 
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The candidate has provided some examples from the text, but the 
response is a little disjointed and would have benefited from some initial 
planning.  The candidate, at times, seems to be struggling for ideas.  The 
use of evidence indicates the candidate's knowledge and navigation of 
the text. 

The response is a little mechanical when it looks at the social, cultural 
and historical context of the text, which should be integrated into the 
response through the examples provided, rather than deliberately adding 
these comments and phrases. 

The candidate has selected a number of relevant examples and has kept 
focus on the question, but would have benefited from more examples and 
development. 

Examiner Comments

The social, cultural and historical context should 
be integrated within the response and illustrated 
through the examples provided. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 18

The question asked candidates to explore the significance of learning in Riding the Black 
Cockatoo. Although there were few responses, candidates tended to explore the 'learning 
journey' John made through his learning about Aboriginal culture and how it broke the 
stereotypes that he had grown up with.  Again, some mature and sophisticated responses 
were seen and these were a pleasure to read. 

This response is convincing and perceptive.  Ideas are maturely expressed, sensitive and 
sophisticated.  This is a particularly good example of how the social, cultural and historical 
context has been used to present ideas and examples from the text. This is a Band 5 
response.
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The introduction clearly states that learning and education is 
a 'constant' throughout the text.  The candidate skilfully and 
sympathetically explores the text through the social, cultural and 
historical context by providing a number of examples for each, 
which this text lends itself to. 

A wide range of evidence has been included to illustrate a 
number of ways John learns, such as he learns: 'of the stolen 
generations'; how the Aboriginies 'respect their dead kin' and 
how he has learned about the 'discovery' by a 'legendary English 
seafarer' and later refers to the massacres that occured.  The 
response continues to explore how John learns about the 
indigenous culture and how to 'appreciate it'.

The response is engaging to read and clearly deserves full marks.

Examiner Comments

As this response clearly demonstrates, the social, 
cultural and historical context can be used as a 
method to explore a text.

Examiner Tip
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Question 19

The responses to To Kill a Mockingbird were often very successful.  This particular character 
question asked candidates to explore how Scout is a significant character within the novel.  
Often, candidates explored how Scout's innocence and naivity was a tool for the author not 
only to expose the culture of the period, but also allow the audience a character with which 
to empathise.  Key moments for Scout, from education to the attempted lynching in the 
jail to her near death, were often included.  The relationship between Scout and her father, 
Atticus, was often explored in order to explain how this affected Scout's outlook on life.

This example is a sustained and thorough response to the question. This is a Band 3 
response.
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The candidate begins by presenting some thoughts in order to show 
an understanding of the novel, but does not begin answering the 
question until the second paragraph.  A thorough understanding 
is demonstrated, although ideas could have been developed more 
and further examples of what Scout says and does could have been 
included in the response.  More reference to the question could 
have benefited this response by saying how the examples provided 
present Scout as a significant character in the novel. 

Examiner Comments

Refer to the question throughout the 
response and answer it in the conclusion.

Examiner Tip
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Question 20
 
The responses to the question based on racism in To Kill a Mockingbird covered the full 
range of marks.  The biggest issue with this question was that many candidates provided a 
social, historical background to the period, but had not provided enough specific examples 
from the novel.  When responding to the novel, the key areas of focus were Tom's trial and 
the children's attendance at Calpurnia's church.  Candidates often explored the casual use 
of racist terms used throughout the novel.     

This is an example of a convincing and perceptive response.  Examples are rooted in the 
text and authorial intent is considered. This is a Band 5 response.
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This response includes a wide range of maturely expressed 
points.  A perceptive understanding is demonstrated and ideas are 
fully developed.  For example, when discussing the use of racist 
language by the children of Maycomb, the candidate develops the 
point by explaining that this is even more shocking as children 
'have connotations of innocence and love'.

The candidate continues by exploring how Miss Caroline ironically 
'speaks out against Hitler' and the irony of Scout being taught to 
'read and write by a black woman'.

A wide range of examples is presented, which often refer to the 
writer's intentions and purpose.  The conclusion explores Lee's 
moralistic message of 'equality and empathy'. 

This is a very strong and sophisticated response demonstrating a 
convincing and perceptive understanding throughout.

Examiner Comments
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Section A

There are no examples for this, as answers in this section are where candidates have 
not identified the question number on their response.  There were 176 candidates who 
had forgotten to identify the question they were responding to and a general reminder to 
candidates to do so would be appreciated.

Section B

As with Secion A above, there are no examples for this section as these are responses 
where candidates had forgotten to identify the essay question number.  341 candidates did 
not identify which question they were answering.

Some candidates also crossed the incorrect question number.  Basic reminders to check that 
the correct question number has been selected would assist examiners.  Thank you.
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Paper Summary
A full range of marks was awarded and most candidates were able to demonstrate their 
knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the texts they had studied.  In many cases, 
candidates demonstrated enthusiasm and engagement in their responses.  Marks are 
awarded in relation to key areas of the mark bands and whether a candidate demonstrates 
a generally sound; sound; sustained and thorough; pertinent and assured; or convincing 
and perceptive understanding. 

As in previous series, the most popular texts were Animal Farm for Section A and Of Mice 
and Men for Section B.  Some excellent responses were seen for the less popular texts, such 
as Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress and Riding the Black Cockatoo. An example 
for each text has been provided in this report.

For Section A, candidates must remember that they should only use the information from 
the extract provided in order to answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of the question.  Candidates 
who made several points, and supported these with examples from the extract, qualified 
for marks in the higher bands.  The only section of the four part question that requires 
candidates to explore another area of the text is part (d).  Centres are reminded that 
AO4 is not assessed in Section A and marks are not given for the social, cultural and 
historical context.  Some candidates need to remember to deal with each part of the 
question separately and to ensure that they label each section clearly.  Examples from the 
extract used for one section can be re-used in another, if they are relevant to that part of 
the question.

For Section B, successful responses were those that developed their points fully, showing 
insight and analysis and kept a sharp focus on the question. On rare occasions, rather than 
exploring Curley in Question 13, candidates wrote about Curley's wife.

Some candidates are still writing their Section B response in the Section A answer space.  
Centres should remind candidates to write their answers in the correct area of the answer 
booklet.

There were a few candidates who attempted two or three questions from Section A or both 
questions relating to their chosen text in Section B.  Another occasional error was that some 
candidates only used a specific extract for their essay in Part B.  Please remind candidates 
that they should only answer one question from Section A and one question from Section B.  
The response for Section B should relate to the whole text and not an extract.

In Section B responses, more candidates are integrating the social, cultural and historical 
context of the novel with specific examples from the text, rather than adding them as an 
afterthought or stand alone background to the novel.  AO4 is best approached through 
examples of characters, events or themes within the novel and not treated separately as 
background information that is often irrelevant to the question.  

Centres should be congratulated on their excellent subject knowledge and delivery of the 
specification.  Thank you.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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