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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pride and Prejudice – Higher Tier – part a) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part a) 
 
Band 3 – 8 marks 
 
 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
observations 
about the 
character of 
Elizabeth and 
supports the 
answer with 
textual 
references from 
the extract. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
observations 
about the 
character of 
Elizabeth and 
supports the 
answer with 
textual 
references from 
the extract. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate shows a perceptive understanding of the character of 
Elizabeth and uses a number of relevant quotations from the extract.  The 
response is unnecessarily long with some repetition about how Elizabeth is 
not ‘stereotypical’.  The candidate receives full marks on this part of the 
question, but may be disadvantaged elsewhere in the paper with the 
unnecessarily long answer here. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

3 6-8 
 Perceptive understanding of the character. 
 Uses a variety of discriminating evidence from the extract to 

demonstrate knowledge about the character. 
 
This response received full marks.



 
Script 2 response to part a) 
 
Band 3 – 8 marks 

 

 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
observations 
about the 
character of 
Elizabeth and 
supports the 
answer with 
textual 
references from 
the extract. 

Examiner summary: 
The candidate shows a perceptive understanding of the character of 
Elizabeth and uses a number of relevant quotations from the extract. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

3 6-8 
 Perceptive understanding of the character. 
 Uses a variety of discriminating evidence from the extract to 

demonstrate knowledge about the character. 
 
This response received full marks. 



 
 
Pride and Prejudice – Higher Tier – part b) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part b) 
 
Band 4 – 8 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
shows an 
assured 
understanding 
of how the 
writer presents 
the character of 
Darcy and uses 
examples from 
the extract to 
support their 
arguments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

The candidate 
shows an 
assured 
understanding 
of how the 
writer presents 
the character of 
Darcy and uses 
examples from 
the extract to 
support their 
arguments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
This response shows an assured understanding of the character of Darcy 
and how Austen uses language to achieve effects.   The response does 
occasionally refer to Darcy ‘throughout the novel’ which would not have 
been rewarded. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

4 7-8 

 Pertinent reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Assured understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Assured use of relevant examples from the extract. 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to focus more closely on the 
character of Darcy as seen in the extract. 
 
 



 
Script 2 response to part b) 
 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
shows 
perceptive 
understanding 
of how the 
writer presents 
the character of 
Darcy and uses 
examples from 
the extract to 
support their 
arguments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

The candidate 
shows 
perceptive 
understanding 
of how the 
writer presents 
the character of 
Darcy and uses 
examples from 
the extract to 
support their 
arguments. 

 
Examiner summary: 
This response shows a perceptive understanding of the character of Darcy 
and how Austen uses language to achieve effects. The candidate makes a 
number of convincing references to the extract to explain aspects of Darcy’s 
character including being ‘honest’ and ‘perceptive’.  The response does 
occasionally refer to Darcy ‘s character ‘throughout the novel’, but this 
does not detract from the points made about his character as seen in this 
extract. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10 

 Convincing reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Perceptive use of relevant examples from the extract. 

 
 
This response received full marks. 



 
 
Pride and Prejudice – Higher Tier – part c) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part c) 
 
Band 4 – 8 marks 
 
 
 

 

 

The candidate 
shows an 
assured 
understanding 
of the 
significance of 
love and uses 
examples from 
the extract to 
support the 
points made. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

The candidate 
shows an 
assured 
understanding 
of the 
significance of 
love and uses 
examples from 
the extract to 
support the 
points made. 

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate shows an assured understanding of the theme of love in the 
extract and explores how Elizabeth and Darcy discuss their early courtship 
with mainly pertinent reference to the extract.  
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

4 7-8 
 Pertinent reference to extract supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Explanation of significance of theme in the extract shows assured 

understanding. 
 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to show more perceptive 
understanding of the theme with more sustained relevant references to the extract. 
 
 



 
Script 2 response to part c) 
 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
shows a 
perceptive 
understanding 
of love and uses 
sustained 
examples from 
the extract to 
support the 
points made. 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

The candidate 
shows a 
perceptive 
understanding 
of love and uses 
sustained 
examples from 
the extract to 
support the 
points made.

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate shows perceptive understanding of the theme of love in the 
extract. The candidate receives full marks on this part of the question, but 
may be disadvantaged elsewhere in the paper with the long answer here. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10 

 Convincing reference to extract supported by sustained relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of significance of theme in the extract shows perceptive 
understanding. 

 
This response received full marks.  



 
Pride and Prejudice – Higher Tier – part d) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part d) 
 
Band 4 – 8 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
explores the 
significance of 
love in one 
other part of 
the novel and 
uses examples 
of the writer’s 
language to 
support the 
points made. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

The candidate 
explores the 
significance of 
love in one 
other part of 
the novel and 
uses examples 
of the writer’s 
language to 
support the 
points made. 

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate chooses a relevant ‘other part of the novel’ - Chapter 8 - 
and makes some assured comments about how Austen shows Darcy’s 
growing love for Elizabeth.  The response does move around within the 
chosen chapter and focus on different parts of it, but overall this is an 
assured response. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

4 8-10 

 Assured use of relevant examples from the text to demonstrate 
knowledge about theme/character. 

 Assured understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Pertinent selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
 
To move up to the next band: This response would benefit from a focus on a 
more defined part of the chapter in order to make the perceptive points required for 
Band 5. 
 



 
 
Script 2 response to part d) 
 
Band 5 – 12 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
perceptively 
explores the 
significance of 
love in one 
other part of 
the novel and 
uses examples 
of the writer’s 
language to 
support their 
arguments. 

 
 



 
 

 

 

The candidate 
perceptively 
explores the 
significance of 
love in one 
other part of 
the novel and 
uses examples 
of the writer’s 
language to 
support their 
arguments. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate chooses a relevant ‘one other part of the novel’ and shows a 
perceptive understanding of the theme of love.  There is a convincing 
selection of textual detail which supports a perceptive understanding of 
the writer’s use of language. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 11-12 

 Perceptive use of relevant examples from the text to demonstrate 
knowledge about theme/character. 

 Perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Convincing selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
 
This response received full marks. 
 
 


