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Great Expectations
Higher Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Great Expectations
Extract taken from Chapter 9.
“You are to wait here, you boy,” said Estella; and disappeared and closed the door.

| took the opportunity of being alone in the court-yard, to look at my coarse hands and
my common boots. My opinion of those accessories was not favourable. They had never
troubled me before, but they troubled me now, as vulgar appendages. | determined to
ask Joe why he had ever taught me to call those picture-cards, Jacks, which ought to

be called knaves. | wished Joe had been rather more genteelly brought up, and then |
should have been so too.

She came back, with some bread and meat and a little mug of beer. She put the mug
down on the stones of the yard, and gave me the bread and meat without looking at me,
as insolently as if | were a dog in disgrace. |1 was so humiliated, hurt, spurned, offended,
angry, sorry - | cannot hit upon the right name for the smart - God knows what its name
was - that tears started to my eyes. The moment they sprang there, the girl looked at
me with a quick delight in having been the cause of them. This gave me power to keep
them back and to look at her: so, she gave a contemptuous toss — but with a sense, |
thought, of having made too sure that | was so wounded - and left me.

But, when she was gone, | looked about me for a place to hide my face in, and got
behind one of the gates in the brewery-lane, and leaned my sleeve against the wall there,
and leaned my forehead on it and cried. As| cried, | kicked the wall, and took a hard
twist at my hair; so bitter were my feelings, and so sharp was the smart without a name,
that needed counteraction.

My sister’s bringing up had made me sensitive. In the little world in which children have
their existence whosoever brings them up, there is nothing so finely perceived and so
finely felt, as injustice.




Great Expectations — Higher Tier — part a)

(a) From the extract, what do you discover about the character of Estella?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.

Script 1 response to part a)
Band 3 — 6 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate refers to-Estellaw as av ‘bully’ and that she ‘belittles Pip which
ave perceptive comments. Therve is some confusion around the references to-
Pip’s appeawrance and the response moves to-eventy outside of the extract.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of the character.

3 6-8 e Uses a variety of discriminating evidence from the extract to
demonstrate knowledge about the character.

To move up the band: This response needs to focus more closely on the character
of Estella from the extract and refer more accurately to the extract.




Script 2 response to part a)
Band 3 — 8 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate
makes
perceptive
observations
about the
character of
Estella and
supports the
answer with
textual
references from
the extract.

The candidate shows a perceptive understanding of the character of
Estella from the extract and uses evidence from the extract to- support their

response.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of the character.

6-8

demonstrate knowledge about the character.

Uses a variety of discriminating evidence from the extract to

This response received full marks.



Great Expectations — Higher Tier — part b)

(b) Comment on the effect of the language used to present the character of Pip in the
extract.

Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.

Script 1 response to part b)
Band 4 — 7 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate makes some asswred observations about how Dickens
presenty the character of Pip by describing his appeavance and how he iy
feeling.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

e Pertinent reference to how the writer achieves effects.

o Assured understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and
presentational features of language.

e Assured use of relevant examples from the extract.

To move up to the next band: This response needs to build on the response and
discuss how the writer presents the character of Pip in more detail.



Script 2 response to part b)
Band 5 — 10 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate makes some perceptive; and sometimes sensitive,

The candidate
makes
perceptive
observations
about how the
writer presents
the character of
Pip and uses
examples from
the extract to
support the
arguments.

observations about how Dickens presents the chawacter of Pip withv

reference to- language features thwroughout the response.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

S 9-10 presentational features of language.

e Perceptive use of relevant examples.

e Convincing reference to use of text by writer to achieve effect.
e Perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and

This response received full marks.



Great Expectations — Higher Tier — part c)
(c) Explore the significance of injustice in the extract.
Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.

Script 1 response to part c)
Band 4 — 7 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate makes some asswred pointy about the injustice in Pip’s life
and Stellov’ s behawiowr with some good examples from the extract. The
response iy rather general in places and needs to-have av sharper focus o

the extract.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

4 7-8 e Explanation of significance of theme in the extract shows
understanding.

e Pertinent reference to extract supported by relevant textual reference.

assured

To move up to the next band: This response needs to expand on the points
made about the theme of injustice in the extract by referring more closely to the

text.



Script 2 response to part c)
Band 5 — 10 marks

T ALy foeimy  Aiirt logy LBrlion amek
Ain M\_‘j,w e e Lotcllba S oy

Wz L Kalilten o pptaaoe. P —Feroee
'ﬁ"?“’é——mm—ke——m-\r-ﬁi

WMMM%W
AcrLsreire). e W@MWM
ML?@WMWW e trenel ot

AEALNAAL . Kbhen At  Getationn Ao dete Aameto

A-WL /9?0 #M(Ifﬁm‘hw
MMM@,“M%AMM

o eencatiil Mine  phee (U0,  ber e Lo
el O imgeotieR  eeppothane, ol ohdctren

Examiner summary:

The candidate
makes
perceptive
observations
about the
significance of
injustice in the
extract with
relevant
examples from
the extract.

The candidate makes some assured points about the injustice in Pip’s life

with some good examples from the extract.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

5 9-10 reference.

understanding.

e Convincing reference to extract supported by sustained relevant textual

e Explanation of significance of theme in the extract shows perceptive

This response received full marks.



Great Expectations — Higher Tier — part d)

(d) Explore the significance of injustice in one other part of the novel.

Use examples of the writer's language to support your answer.

Script 1 response to part d)
Band 4 — 8 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate refers to-av relevant pouwt of the novel and makes assured use
of relevant exaumples from the text to-discuss the significance of justice. The
response does move away from the chosenw pawrt of the novel and become
move general v places.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

o Assured use of relevant examples from the text to demonstrate
knowledge about theme/character.

4 8-10 e Assured understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and
presentational features of language.

e Pertinent selection of textual detail to support interpretation.

To move up to the next band: This response needs to explore the writer’s use of

language in more detail and build upon the points made about Pip’s treatment of
Joe.



Script 2 response to part d)
Band 5 — 12 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate
makes
perceptive
observations
about the
significance of
injustice in one
other part of
the novel with
convincing
selection of
textual detail.

The candidate refers to-a relevant pawt of the novel and makes perceptive

use of relevant exaumples frow the text.

Band this response achieves in the mark scheme:

knowledge about theme/character.

5 11-12 | ¢ Perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and

presentational features of language.

e Perceptive use of relevant examples from the text to demonstrate

e Convincing selection of textual detail to support interpretation.

This response received full marks.



