GCSE English Literature
5ET1H/01

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress
Higher Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress — Higher Tier

*10 Explore the significance of love in the novel.
You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

(Total for Question 10 = 40 marks)

Script 1

27 marks

AOl1 — Band 4 — 11 marks
AO4 — Band 4 — 16 marks
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Examiner summary: The candidate shows o maindy assured
understanding of both the context of the novel and the theme of love; the
pointy made are supported withv relevant textual relevance. Several
wnstonces of the significance of love inthe novel are corvrectly identify, but
some awre not always fully develobed.

Band this response achieves in the mark schemes:
AO1

e Pertinent responses to text supported by relevant textual reference.
4 11-13 | e Selection and evaluation of textual detail show assured understanding
of theme/ideas.

AO4
e Pertinent reference to context supported by relevant textual
reference.
e Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows assured understanding.
4 16-20

*Sentences are purposefully structured, with assured control of expression
and meaning with assured control of the full range of punctuation devices.
Spelling is almost always accurate, with minimal errors.

To move up to the next bands: This response is just into Band 4; to be more
secure in Band 4 or move into Band 5 it needs to refer more closely to the text and
develop the points made about the significance of love in the novel.




Script 2

*9 Explore the significance of the Little Chinese Seamstress in the novel.
You must consider the context of the novel.
Use evidence to support your answer.

(Total for Question 9 = 40 marks)

40 marks

AO1l — Band 5 — 16 marks
AO4 — Band 5 — 24 marks
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Examiner summary: The candidate shows perceptive understanding of the
theme of racism invthe novel; the valid pointy awe supported by sustained
relevoant textuald reference.

Band this response achieves in the mark schemes:

AO1
e Convincing responses to text supported by sustained relevant textual
5 14-16 reference.
e Selection and evaluation of textual detail show perceptive
understanding of theme/ideas.
AO4
e Convincing reference to context supported by sustained relevant
textual reference.
e Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows perceptive
5 21-24 understanding.

*Sentences are convincingly structured, with sophisticated control of
expression and meaning with precise control of the full range of
punctuation devices. Spelling is consistently accurate.

This response receives full marks



