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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Great Expectations – Higher Tier – part a) 

Script 1 response to part a) 
Band 3 – 6 marks 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
observations 
about the 
character of 
Estella and 
supports the 
answer with 
textual 
references from 
the extract. 

 

The candidate 
does stray 
outside of the 
extract at the 
end of the 
response by 
referring to 
Pip’s upbringing 
from earlier in 
the novel which 
would not be 
rewarded. 

Examiner summary: 
The candidate refers to Estella as a ‘bully’ and that she ‘belittles’ Pip which 
are perceptive comments.  There is some confusion around the references to 
Pip’s appearance and the response moves to events outside of the extract. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

3 6-8 
 Perceptive understanding of the character. 
 Uses a variety of discriminating evidence from the extract to 

demonstrate knowledge about the character. 
To move up the band: This response needs to focus more closely on the character 
of Estella from the extract and refer more accurately to the extract. 



 
Script 2 response to part a) 
Band 3 – 8 marks 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
observations 
about the 
character of 
Estella and 
supports the 
answer with 
textual 
references from 
the extract. 

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate shows a perceptive understanding of the character of 
Estella from the extract and uses evidence from the extract to support their 
response. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

3 6-8 
 Perceptive understanding of the character. 
 Uses a variety of discriminating evidence from the extract to 

demonstrate knowledge about the character. 
 
This response received full marks. 



 
 
Great Expectations – Higher Tier – part b) 
 

Script 1 response to part b) 
Band 4 – 7 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
makes assured 
observations 
about how the 
writer presents 
the character of 
Pip and uses 
examples from 
the extract to 
support their 
arguments. 

 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes some assured observations about how Dickens 
presents the character of Pip by describing his appearance and how he is 
feeling. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

4 7-8 

 Pertinent reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Assured understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Assured use of relevant examples from the extract. 

 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to build on the response and 
discuss how the writer presents the character of Pip in more detail. 
 



 
 
 
Script 2 response to part b) 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 
 

 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
observations 
about how the 
writer presents 
the character of 
Pip and uses 
examples from 
the extract to 
support the 
arguments. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes some perceptive, and sometimes sensitive, 
observations about how Dickens presents the character of Pip with 
reference to language features throughout the response. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10 

 Convincing reference to use of text by writer to achieve effect. 
 Perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Perceptive use of relevant examples. 

 
 
This response received full marks. 



 
 
Great Expectations – Higher Tier – part c) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part c) 
Band 4 – 7 marks 
 

 

The candidate 
makes assured 
observations 
about the 
significance of 
injustice in the 
extract with 
some examples 
from the extract 

 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes some assured points about the injustice in Pip’s life 
and Stella’s behaviour with some good examples from the extract.  The 
response is rather general in places and needs to have a sharper focus on 
the extract. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

4 7-8 
 Pertinent reference to extract supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Explanation of significance of theme in the extract shows assured 

understanding. 
 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to expand on the points 
made about the theme of injustice in the extract by referring more closely to the 
text. 
 
 
 



 
 
Script 2 response to part c) 
Band 5 – 10 marks 

 

 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
observations 
about the 
significance of 
injustice in the 
extract with 
relevant 
examples from 
the extract. 

 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes some assured points about the injustice in Pip’s life 
with some good examples from the extract. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

5 9-10 

 Convincing reference to extract supported by sustained relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of significance of theme in the extract shows perceptive 
understanding. 

 
This response received full marks. 



 
Great Expectations – Higher Tier – part d) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part d) 
Band 4 – 8 marks 
 

 

The candidate 
makes assured 
observations 
about the 
significance of 
injustice in one 
other part of 
the novel. 
 

The response 
moves away 
from the other 
part of the 
novel towards 
the end but this 
does not detract 
from the other 
valid points 
made. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate refers to a relevant part of the novel and makes assured use 
of relevant examples from the text to discuss the significance of justice.  The 
response does move away from the chosen part of the novel and become 
more general in places. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

4 8-10 

 Assured use of relevant examples from the text to demonstrate 
knowledge about theme/character. 

 Assured understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Pertinent selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to explore the writer’s use of 
language in more detail and build upon the points made about Pip’s treatment of 
Joe. 
 



 
Script 2 response to part d) 
Band 5 – 12 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
observations 
about the 
significance of 
injustice in one 
other part of 
the novel with 
convincing 
selection of 
textual detail. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate refers to a relevant part of the novel and makes perceptive 
use of relevant examples from the text. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

5 11-12 

 Perceptive use of relevant examples from the text to demonstrate 
knowledge about theme/character. 

 Perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Convincing selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
This response received full marks. 
 


