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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Animal Farm – Higher Tier – part a) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part a) 
Band 3 – 8 marks 
 

 

The candidate 
shows 
perceptive 
understanding 
of the character 
of Napoleon 
with evidence 
from the extract  

 
Examiner summary: 
Candidate makes several valid and points about Napoleon’s character, as 
seen in the extract, with a focussed commentary supported with evidence. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 

3 6-8 
 Perceptive understanding of the character. 
 Uses a variety of discriminating evidence from the extract to 

demonstrate knowledge about the character. 
 
 
This response received full marks.   
 



 
 
Script 2 response to part a) 
Band 3 – 8 marks 
 
 
 

 

The candidate 
shows 
perceptive 
understanding 
of the character 
of Napoleon 
with evidence 
from the extract  

This paragraph 
refers to the 
character of 
Squealer rather 
than Napoleon 
and therefore 
would not have 
been rewarded. 

 



 
 

 

The conclusion 
to this response 
shows 
perceptive 
understanding 
of the character 
of Napoleon 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate uses a good range of evidence to support the points about 
‘power’, ‘lazy’ and ‘manipulating’.  The response ends strongly. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

3 6-8 
 Perceptive understanding of the character. 
 Uses a variety of discriminating evidence from the extract to 

demonstrate knowledge about the character. 
 
 
This response received full marks. 
 
 



 
 
Script 3 response to part a) 
Band 3 – 8 marks 
 

 

The candidate 
shows a 
perceptive 
understanding 
of the character 
of Napoleon and 
uses a good 
range of 
evidence from 
the extract. 

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
This is a perceptive response with a variety of discriminating evidence.  The 
candidate briefly mentions Stalin at the end of the response which would 
not have been rewarded as AO4 (context) is not accessed in this section. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

3 6-8 
 Perceptive understanding of the character. 
 Uses a variety of discriminating evidence from the extract to 

demonstrate knowledge about the character. 
 
 
This response received full marks. 
 



 
 
Animal Farm – Higher Tier – part b) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part b) 
Band 3 – 8 marks 
 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
comments 
about the 
language is 
used to create 
the relationship 
between the 
pigs and the 
other animals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
comments 
about the 
language is 
used to create 
the relationship  

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes several points about the language used such as 
‘protection’ and ‘the dogs’.  There is specific analysis of words with 
perceptive use of textual reference selection.  There is also a reference to 
irony. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10 

 Convincing reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Perceptive use of relevant examples from the extract. 

 
 
This response received full marks.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
Script 2 response to part b) 
Band 3 – 6 marks 
 

 

The candidate 
refers to ‘earlier 
in the novel’ 
which would not 
have been 
rewarded.  

 

The candidate 
shows thorough 
understanding 
of how the 
writer uses 
language to 
explore the 
relationships in 
the extract   

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

The response 
here is a little 
generalised and 
not backed up 
by textual 
reference.  

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes several points about the language used and makes 
sustained reference to the extract; however, the response does stray outside 
the extract and is also rather general in places. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

3 5-6 

 Sustained reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Thorough understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Sustained use of relevant examples from the extract. 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to focus fully on the extract 
and not allow the focus to go outside it; the points made must fully focus on the 
relationship between the pigs and the other animals as evidenced in the extract. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Script 3 response to part b) 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 
 

 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
reference to 
how the writer 
achieves uses 
language to 
create the 
relationship 
between the 
pigs and the 
other animals. 

 



 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
reference to 
how the writer 
achieves uses 
language to 
create the 
relationship 
between the 
pigs and the 
other animals. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes several perceptive points about the language used 
such as ‘protection’ and ‘the dogs’.  There is specific analysis of words with 
perceptive use of textual reference selection.  There is also a reference to 
irony . 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10 

 Convincing reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Perceptive use of relevant examples from the extract. 

 
 
This response received full marks.   
 



 
Animal Farm – Higher Tier – part c) 
 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part c) 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
comments the 
significance of 
honesty in the 
extract and 
uses quotations 
from the extract 
to support the 
points made. 

 
 



 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
comments the 
significance of 
dishonesty in 
the extract and 
uses quotations 
from the extract 
to support the 
points made. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate analyses the extract with perception and uses sustained 
relevant textual reference to support the arguments. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10 

 Convincing reference to extract supported by sustained relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of significance of theme in the extract shows perceptive 
understanding. 

 
 
 
This response received full marks. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Script 2 response to part c) 
Band 3 – 6 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
shows thorough 
understanding 
of the theme in 
the extract and 
uses textual 
evidence to 
support the 
response. 

The candidate 
refers to the 
whole book at 
the end of the 
response and 
this would not 
have been 
rewarded. 

Examiner summary: 
The candidate shows a thorough understanding of the theme which is 
supported by relevant evidence from the extract. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 

3 5-6 
 Sustained reference to extract supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Explanation of significance of theme in the extract shows thorough 

understanding. 
 
 
To move up to the next band: this response needs to focus on the evidence from 
the extract to support the points made about dishonesty. 
 
 



 
 
Script 3 response to part c) 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 

 

 

 

The candidate 
makes 
reference to the 
context of the 
novel which is 
not in the 
extract or 
needed in part 
of the response.  
However, this 
does not affect 
the overall 
mark. 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
comments the 
significance of 
dishonesty in 
the extract and 
uses quotations 
from the extract 
to support the 
points made. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

The candidate 
makes 
perceptive 
comments on 
the significance 
of dishonesty in 
the extract and 
uses quotations 
from the extract 
to support the 
points made. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes convincing reference to the extract and the 
explanation of the significance of the theme of dishonesty shows perceptive 
understanding.  The reference to the context of the novel is not 
rewardable. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10 

 Convincing reference to extract supported by sustained relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of significance of theme in the extract shows perceptive 
understanding. 

 
 
 
This response received full marks. 
 



 
Animal Farm – Higher Tier – part d) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part d) 
Band 3 – 7 marks 
 

 

The candidate 
chooses a valid 
‘other part’ of 
the novel and 
shows a 
thorough 
understanding 
of the writer’s 
use of language 
and the theme. 
 

 



 
 

 

The candidate 
chooses a valid 
‘other part’ of 
the novel and 
shows a 
thorough 
understanding 
of the theme. 
 

Examiner summary: 
The candidate has appropriately chosen the section of the novel when 
Boxer is taken away.  The response shows thorough understanding of how 
dishonesty is seen in the pigs’ treatment of Boxer, supported with sustained 
relevant examples. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

3 6-7 

 Sustained use of relevant examples from the text to demonstrate 
knowledge about theme/character. 

 Thorough understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Thorough selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
 
 
To move up to the next band: The response needs to focus in greater depth on 
the chosen section of the novel and provide a thorough selection of textual detail to 
support the comments on dishonesty. 
 
 
 



 
Script 2 response to part d) 
Band 4– 9 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
chooses a valid 
‘other part’ of 
the novel and 
shows an 
assured 
understanding 
of the theme 
and the writer’s 
use of 
language. 

Examiner summary: 
“The candidate makes an appropriate choice with the episode involving 
Mollie’s dishonesty and shows assured understanding of the theme.” 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 

4 8-10 

 Assured use of relevant examples from the text to demonstrate 
knowledge about theme/character. 

 Assured understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Pertinent selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
To move up to the next band: The response needs to include more perceptive 
examples of how the writer uses language for effect in the chosen part of the novel. 
 
 



 
 
Script 3 response to part d) 
Band 5– 12 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
chooses a valid 
‘other part’ of 
the novel and 
shows a 
perceptive 
understanding 
of the theme 
and the writer’s 
use of 
language. 

 
 
 
 



 

The candidate 
chooses a valid 
‘other part’ of 
the novel and 
shows a 
perceptive 
understanding 
of the theme 
and the writer’s 
use of 
language. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate shows perceptive understanding of the theme and supports 
the points made with a convincing selection of textual detail. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 11-12 

 Perceptive use of relevant examples from the text to demonstrate 
knowledge about theme/character. 

 Perceptive understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Convincing selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
This response received full marks. 
 


