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Of Mice and Men – Higher Tier 
 

 
 
Script 1 
 
22 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 3 – 9 marks 
AO4 – Band 3  – 13 marks 
 

 



 



 
Examiner summary:  
This is a sustained response to the dream George and Lennie share. 
Although the clear focus is not fully maintained, the response overall 
shows a thorough understanding of the theme and the context of the 
novel; these are supported with relevant textual detail. 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 

3 8-10 
 Sustained responses to text supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show thorough understanding 

of theme/ideas. 
 
AO4 

3 11-15 

 Sustained reference to context supported by relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows thorough 
understanding. 

 
*Sentences are appropriately structured, with sustained control of 
expression and meaning with thorough control of the full range of 
punctuation devices. Spelling is almost always accurate, with occasional 
errors. 



To move up to the next bands: This response needs to maintain a clear focus on 
the theme throughout the answer. 
 
Script 2 
 
33 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 4 – 13 marks 
AO4 – Band 4 – 20 marks 
 

 



 



 
Examiner summary:  
This is an assured response to the dream George and Lennie share in the 
novel. The candidate supports the pertinent points about the theme and 
the context with relevant textual reference. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 
 

4 11-13 
 Pertinent responses to text supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show assured understanding 

of theme/ideas. 
 
 
AO4 
 

4 16-20 

 Pertinent reference to context supported by relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows assured understanding. 
 
*Sentences are purposefully structured, with assured control of expression 
and meaning with assured control of the full range of punctuation devices. 
Spelling is almost always accurate, with minimal errors. 

 
 
To move up to the next bands: this response needs to avoid too much 
contextual detail which is not directly responding to the question and use evidence 
from the novel to support the points made.  
 
 
 



Script 3 
 
40 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 5 – 16 marks 
AO4 – Band 5 –24 marks 
 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Examiner summary:  
This is a convincing and perceptive response which is maturely expressed.  
There is perceptive understanding of both the theme and the context of the 
novel.  The points are supported with sustained, relevant textual reference. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 
 

5 14-16 

 Convincing responses to text supported by sustained relevant textual 
reference. 

 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show perceptive 
understanding of theme/ideas. 

 
 
AO4 
 

5 21-24 

 Convincing reference to context supported by sustained relevant 
textual reference. 

 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows perceptive 
understanding. 

 
*Sentences are convincingly structured, with sophisticated control of 
expression and meaning with precise control of the full range of 
punctuation devices. Spelling is consistently accurate. 

 
This response receives full marks.  
 
 


