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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Animal Farm – Foundation Tier – part a) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part a) 
 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 

 

These are all 
valid key events 
and are written 
in short, 
succinct 
sentences 

This last event is outside the extract and 
would not gain any marks for the candidate 

 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate has some key events which are not indicated in the 
markscheme, but the candidate’s own choice is fully valid.  The candidate 
also lists the key events in short sentences which allows time to answer the 
other parts of the questions.   Although there are some minor weaknesses in 
the chronology and details of the key events, they are detailed and 
accurate enough for maximum marks.   
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10  Selection of appropriate key events is sound. 
 Chronology of key events is fully accurate. 

 
 
This response received full marks. 
 



Script 2 response to part a) 
 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 

 
 

 

 

These are all 
valid key events 
and the 
chronology is 
accurate  

 

 
 

  
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate provides relevant key events, some of which are not 
indicated in the mark scheme but are valid and provides some details.  
Chronology is sound. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10  Selection of appropriate key events is sound. 
 Chronology of key events is fully accurate. 

 
This response received full marks. 
 



Script 3 response to part a) 
 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 
 

 

These are all 
valid key events 
and the 
chronology is 
accurate  



 

These are all 
valid key events 
and the 
chronology is 
accurate  

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate clearly demonstrates a sound understanding of the key 
events in the text.  Some of the key events do not always match those 
indicated in the mark scheme, but are valid. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10  Selection of appropriate key events is sound. 
 Chronology of key events is fully accurate. 

 
This response received full marks. 



Script 4 response to part a) 
 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 

 

These are all 
valid key events 
and the 
chronology is 
accurate  

 
 
 



 

 

These are all 
valid key events 
and the 
hronology is 

accurate  
c

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate covers a number of key events and the chronology is 
accurate.  However, the response is very long with perhaps too much detail.  
The key events do not always match those in the mark scheme but are 
valid. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 9-10  Selection of appropriate key events is sound. 
 Chronology of key events is fully accurate. 

 
This response received full marks as the candidate mentions a number of key 
events from the novel in the correct order. 
 



 
Animal Farm – Foundation Tier - Part b) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part b) 
 
Band 3 – 6 marks 

 

 

The candidate 
backs up their 
two points 
about 
Napoleon and 
alcohol and 
about 
Benjamin’s 
dishonesty 
with two 
quotations 
from the 
extract 

The last part of 
the response 
does not refer 
to either the 
theme of 
dishonesty in 
the extract or 
how the 
writer’s 
presentation of 
this theme 

 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes two points, but the language is not explored fully.  
The ideas are not developed.  Much of the last paragraph is irrelevant as 
context is not assessed in Section A. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

3 5-6 

 Some reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Occasional understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Examples from the extract are occasionally relevant. 

 



To move up the next band: this response needs to be more focussed on the 
extract and explore the language used by the writer to underline their points. 
 



Script 2 response to part b) 
Band 2 – 4 marks 

 

 

The language 
from the 
extract used to 
back up the 
point about 
Squealer is 
rather 
unfocussed but 
is valid 

This is a 
stronger point 
and backs up 
how Napoleon 
is dishonest 
about the 
pastures for 
the older 
animals, but 
the quotation 
could be more 
focussed 

 

This contextual 
detail is not 
needed as 
context is not 
assessed in 
Section A 

 
Examiner summary: 
This response contains some comments that are not rooted in the extract 
e.g. Napoleon does not ‘order’ Squealer to ‘change a commandment’. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

2 3-4 

 Limited reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Limited understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Examples from the extract are of limited appropriateness. 

 
To move up to the next band: this response needs to be more focussed on the 
extract and explore the language used by the writer to underline their points. 
 
 
 



Script 3 response to part b) 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 

 

 

 

The candidate 
makes a 
number of 
valid points 
and backs 
them up with 
quotes from 
the extract  

 

These points 
about the 
Russian 
Revolution and 
the secret 
police and 
propaganda 
are not 
relevant to the 
question or the 
Assessment 
Objectives 

 
 



 

The candidate 
makes a number 
of valid points  
about the 
changing of the 
commandments 
and backs them 
up with quotes 
from the extract  

 
Examiner summary: 
This sustained response provides a number of examples, which are 
supported by relevant quotes from the extract.  References to the Russian 
Revolution are not rewarded, as context is not assessed in this section. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

5 9-10 

 Sound reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Clear understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Examples from the extract are sound and mostly relevant. 

 
 
This response was awarded full marks. 



Script 4 response to part b) 
Band 5 – 10 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
makes a number 
of valid points  
about HOW the 
writer presents 
dishonesty in the 
extract. 

 
Examiner summary: 
This response makes a number of sound examples which are backed up by 
short, relevant examples from the extract.  
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

5 9-10 

 Sound reference to how the writer achieves effects. 
 Clear understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 

presentational features of language. 
 Examples from the extract are sound and mostly relevant. 

 
This response was awarded full marks. 



Animal Farm – Foundation Tier – part c) 
 

 
 
 
Script 1 response to part c) 
 
Band 2 – 5 marks 
 
 
 

 

The candidate 
correctly 
identifies that 
Napoleon is 
authoritative and 
demanding and 
finds some 
succinct quotes 
from the extract 
to back this up.  

 

The second half of 
the response is 
not as well 
supported by 
evidence from the 
text.  

 
Examiner summary: 
Occasional understanding of character is evident. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

2 4-5 

 Occasional understanding of the character will be evident. 
 Uses mostly relevant evidence from the extract to demonstrate 

knowledge about the character. 
 

 
 
To move up to the next band: this response needs to show a greater 
understanding of the character of Napoleon with supporting evidence from the 
extract. 
 
 



 
Script 2 response to part c) 
Band 3– 6 marks 
 

 

 

The candidate 
identifies that 
Napoleon is 
selfish, greedy 
and lazy and uses 
quotes from the 
extract to back 
this up.   

The evidence 
from the extract 
to assert that 
Napoleon is lazy 
is not very 
secure.   

 
Examiner summary: 
Some valid points are made; ‘Selfish’, ‘greedy’. ‘power’ and ‘leader’, but 
often the interpretation is not always secure. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

3 6-8 

 Generally sound or sound understanding of the character.  
 Uses relevant evidence from the extract to demonstrate knowledge 

about the character. 
 

 
 
To move up the band: this response needed stronger textual evidence from the 
extract. 



Script 3 response to part c) 
Band 2– 5 marks 

 

 

The candidate makes  
valid points about 
Napoleon being a leader 
and refers to his 
dishonesty and lies and 
uses mostly relevant 
evidence from the 
extract. 

 

The paragraph and quote 
about Snowball are 
outside of the extract and 
would not have been 
rewarded. 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
This candidate provides mostly relevant evidence.  The final paragraph is 
out of the extract and comes from chapter 7. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

2 4-5 

 Occasional understanding of the character will be evident. 
 Uses mostly relevant evidence from the extract to demonstrate 

knowledge about the character. 
 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to show a greater 
understanding of the character of Napoleon by using evidence solely from the 
extract. 
 
 



Script 4 response to part c) 
Band 3– 8 marks 
 

 

 

 

 

The candidate shows 
sound understanding of 
the character of Napoleon 
with quotations from the 
extract 

 
Examiner summary: 
There are a number of sound points about Napoleon – he is a ‘liar’ , 
‘manipulative’ and someone who breaks the rules.  These are all supported 
with quotes from the extract. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

3 6-8 

 Generally sound or sound understanding of the character.  
 Uses relevant evidence from the extract to demonstrate knowledge 

about the character. 
 

 
 
This response received full marks. 
 



Animal Farm – Foundation Tier – part d) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part d) 
Band 3– 7 marks 
 

 

The candidate picks a 
valid ‘other part of 
the play’.  They make 
some good points 
about the dishonesty 
of Napoleon over his 
treatment of Boxer 
but this needs more 
explanation of how 
the writer presents 
the theme of 
dishonesty. 

 
Examiner summary: 
A good choice of other extract, but a limited number of points are made. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

3 6-7 

 Some use of relevant examples from the text which occasionally 
demonstrate knowledge about theme/character. 

 Occasional understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Some selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to demonstrate more 
knowledge of the theme by selecting more examples and by using more textual 
detail to support the answer. 
 
 



Script 2 response to part d) 
Band 4– 9 marks 
 

 
 

 

The candidates 
makes good valid 
points about how 
Napoleon’s forces the 
other animals to lie 
and be dishonest as 
well as talking about 
how squealer lies to 
the animals – both of 
these examples focus 
on dishonesty and 
how this makes the 
animals obey the 
leaders. 

 



The last paragraph 
about the pigs needs 
stronger textual 
evidence to support 
the arguments made  

 

 

The conclusion needs 
to be more focused 
on dishonesty  

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The response begins with a helpful guide to the chosen extract.  Some 
appropriate examples are provided, but there is some repetition, such as ‘to 
strike fear in the animals heart’.  The quality of the response is not 
sustained and the conclusion is generalised.  
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 

4 8-10 

 Mostly uses relevant examples from the text to demonstrate knowledge 
about theme/character.  

 Generally sound understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural 
and presentational features of language. 

 Generally sound selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to be more focused on ‘one 
other part of the novel’ and have more references to the text to back up the 
arguments made about the dishonesty of the pigs and to have a more sustained 
concluding paragraph. 



Script 3 response to part d) 
Band 5– 11 marks 
 

 

 

This detail about the 
Russian Revolution is 
not needed and 
would not have been 
rewarded.  

The candidate makes 
good valid points 
about the dishonesty 
of Napoleon when he 
spreads lies about 
Snowball.  

 
 



 
 

 

The candidate makes 
good valid points 
about the dishonesty 
of Napoleon when he 
spreads lies about 
Snowball.  

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate has chosen an extract from chapter 7 and each of the long 
paragraphs provide evidence and some development.  Again, the 
references to the Russian Revolution are not rewardable but they do not 
negate other valid points. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 11-12 

 Consistently uses relevant examples from the text to demonstrate 
knowledge about theme/character. 

 Clear understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Sound selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
 
To move up the band: This response needed was balanced and showed good 
examples of PEE.  The conclusion needed to be a little bit tighter to have gained full 
marks. 



Script 4 response to part d) 
Band 5– 12 marks 
 

 
 

 

The candidate makes 
good valid points 
about the dishonesty 
of Napoleon when he 
spreads lies about 
what has happened 
to Boxer.  

 



 

 

The candidate builds 
on the points they 
have made about the 
dishonesty of 
Napoleon by saying 
that his lies make the 
reader sympathise 
with the other 
characters. 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate has chosen a good extract from chapter 9 and makes a 
number of good points about the dishonesty of Napoleon and how this 
affects both the other characters and the reader. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

5 11-12 

 Consistently uses relevant examples from the text to demonstrate 
knowledge about theme/character. 

 Clear understanding of linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features of language. 

 Sound selection of textual detail to support interpretation. 
 
 
This response received full marks. 
 


