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Of Mice and Men – Foundation Tier 
 

 
 
Script 1 
 
21 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 3 – 9 marks 
AO4 – Band 3 – 12 marks 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate responds to the first bullet on George and Lennie and the 
dream; it also considers how Candy would be affected if he joined George 
and Lennie’s dream. It does not respond to the third bullet on Crooks. 
Overall the response shows some understanding of the theme of George and 
Lennie’s dream.  There is also occasional understanding of the context of 
the novel with references to the ‘American Dream’ and the social 
situations of George, Lennie and Candy. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 

3 8-10 

 Some responses to text supported by textual reference which is 
occasionally appropriate. 

 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show some understanding of 
theme/ideas. 

 
AO4 

3 11-15 

 Some reference to context occasionally supported by relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows occasional 
understanding. 

 
*Sentences show some attempt to structure and control expression and 
meaning with some control of a range of punctuation devices. Spelling 
sometimes accurate with meaning hindered on occasion. 

To move up to the next bands: This response needs to follow more closely the 
three bullet points; the first bullet directs the candidate to AO1 (response) and the 
second two address AO4 (context). The candidate considers Crooks’ feelings about 
the dream.  There also needs to be more relevant textual reference to support the 
points made. 



 
Script 2 
 
30 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 4 – 12 marks 
AO4 – Band 4 – 18 marks 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Examiner summary: 
This is a mostly sound response, but some points lack development.  There 
are some appropriate references to support ideas. All three bullets are 
addressed and there is some sound reference to context. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 

4 11-13 

 Mostly sound responses to text mostly supported by textual reference 
which is often appropriate. 

 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show generally sound 
understanding of theme/ideas. 

 
AO4 

4 16-20 

 Mostly sound reference to context mostly supported by relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows generally sound 
understanding. 

 
*Sentences are generally clearly structured, with generally sound control of 
expression and meaning with generally sound control of a range of 
punctuation devices. Spelling is mostly accurate; any errors do not hinder 
meaning. 

 
 
To move up to the next bands: This response needs to build on the points made 
about how the characters are affected by the dream George and Lennie share with 
more detailed reference to the text. 
 
 



Script 3 
 
40 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 5 – 16 marks 
AO4 – Band 5 – 24 marks 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Examiner summary: 
The candidate has made a sound response to all of the must do bullets. 
The response is supported with relevant textual reference and there is a 
sound understanding of both the context and the theme. The reference to 
Crooks’ scepticism is one of the strengths of this response. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 

5 14-16 
 Sound responses to text supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show sound understanding of 

theme/ideas. 
 
AO4 

5 21-24 

 Sound reference to context supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows sound understanding. 
 
*Sentences are clearly structured, with sound control of expression and 
meaning with secure control of the full range of punctuation devices.  
Spelling is mostly accurate, with some errors. 

 
This response receives full marks. 
 


