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To Kill a Mockingbird – Foundation Tier 
 

 
 
Script 1 
 
21 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 3 – 9 marks 
AO4 – Band 3 – 12 marks 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
This response demonstrates some understanding of the text and points are 
supported with some relevant quotations.  The response begins with a 
focused introduction, but lacks development.  There is some 
understanding of the theme and the context with references to how Tom 
Robinson is treated unfairly because he is black. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 

3 8-10 

 Some responses to text supported by textual reference which is 
occasionally appropriate. 

 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show some understanding of 
theme/ideas. 

 
AO4 

3 11-15 

 Some reference to context occasionally supported by relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows occasional 
understanding. 

 
*Sentences show some attempt to structure and control expression and 
meaning with some control of a range of punctuation devices. Spelling 
sometimes accurate with meaning hindered on occasion. 

 
 
To move up to the next bands: This response needs more development of the 
‘must do’ bullet points that direct the candidates to AO1 (response) and in the 
second and third bullets to AO4 (context). More reference to the text in support of 
the valid points is also needed. 



 
Script 2 
 
36 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 5 – 14 marks 
AO4 – Band 5 – 22 marks 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Examiner summary: 
This response shows a sound understanding of the theme of racism in the 
novel and supports all references to the theme and the context of the novel 
with relevant textual reference.  The response does become narrative in 
places and loses a bit of focus. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
AO1 

5 14-16 
 Sound responses to text supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show sound understanding of 

theme/ideas. 
 
AO4 

5 21-24 

 Sound reference to context supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows sound understanding. 
 
*Sentences are clearly structured, with sound control of expression and 
meaning with secure control of the full range of punctuation devices.  
Spelling is mostly accurate, with some errors. 

To move up the band: This response needs to maintain the focus on analysis and 
avoid a drift into narration. 
 


