
GCSE English Literature 
5ET1F/01 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Heroes 
Foundation Tier 

 
 
 
The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, mark 
scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Heroes – Foundation Tier 
 

 
 
Script 1 
 
21 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 3 – 9 marks 
AO4 – Band 3 – 12 marks 

 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
The candidate makes some valid points, which are supported with some 
textual reference. There is some understanding of the theme of betrayal in 
the response to the must do bullets; these direct the candidate to respond 
to the two AOs at work in this question - the first bullet addresses AO1 
(response) and here the two AO4 bullets address context through ‘how’ and 
‘why’ directives. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 

3 8-10 

 Some responses to text supported by textual reference which is 
occasionally appropriate. 

 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show some understanding of 
theme/ideas. 

 
AO4 

3 11-15 

 Some reference to context occasionally supported by relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows occasional 
understanding. 

 
*Sentences show some attempt to structure and control expression and 
meaning with some control of a range of punctuation devices. Spelling 
sometimes accurate with meaning hindered on occasion. 

 
 
To move up to the next band: This response needs to respond more fully to the 
bullet points and offer more textual detail in order to show more sound 
understanding of the theme of betrayal. 
 



Script 2 
 
27 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 4 – 11 marks 
AO4 – Band 4 – 16 marks 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
This response shows some understanding of the theme of betrayal and the 
context of the novel with some textual detail to support the valid points.   
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 

4 11-13 

 Mostly sound responses to text mostly supported by textual reference 
which is often appropriate. 

 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show generally sound 
understanding of theme/ideas. 

 
AO4 

4 16-20 

 Mostly sound reference to context mostly supported by relevant textual 
reference. 

 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows generally sound 
understanding. 

 
*Sentences are generally clearly structured, with generally sound control of 
expression and meaning with generally sound control of a range of 
punctuation devices. Spelling is mostly accurate; any errors do not hinder 
meaning. 

 
 
To move up to the next bands: Although the candidate responds to the three 
bullets, the answer needs to develop some points more fully and use more textual 
examples to support the relevant points made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 3 
 
40 marks 
 
AO1 – Band 5 – 16 marks 
AO4 – Band 5 – 24 marks 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
This is a clearly structured response to the question and shows sound 
understanding of both the theme of betrayal and the context of the novel.  
The candidate makes sound reference to both using relevant textual 
detail. 
 
Band this response achieves in the mark schemes: 
 
AO1 

5 14-16 
 Sound responses to text supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Selection and evaluation of textual detail show sound understanding of 

theme/ideas. 
 
AO4 

5 21-24 

 Sound reference to context supported by relevant textual reference. 
 Explanation of importance of theme/idea shows sound understanding. 
 
*Sentences are clearly structured, with sound control of expression and 
meaning with secure control of the full range of punctuation devices.  
Spelling is mostly accurate, with some errors. 

 
This response receives full marks. 
 


