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Introduction
This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and 
comments, for all of the questions.

This was the first examination of the new specification in English Literature. The 
examination has two papers, Paper 1 on Prose (Literary Heritage and Different Cultures) 
(50%) and Paper 2 on Poetry, consisting of an unseen poem and questions of the new 
Edexcel Anthology (25%). In addition, there is the Controlled Assessment on Shakespeare/
Contemporary drama (25%). The first question on Paper 2 is compulsory, and candidates 
must answer on one of the four themed collections of poems from the Anthology, writing 
first on a named poem and then comparing this with either a named poem or a poem of 
their choice. Of the four collections, the most commonly chosen were A 'Relationships' and 
B 'Clashes and Collisions', although a number of candidates chose each of C 'Somewhere, 
Anywhere' and D 'Taking a Stand'. The examination is assessed for the quality of candidates’ 
response to poetry, including the capacity to make links between poems. The Assessment 
Objectives for the paper are:

AO2: Explain how language, structure and form contribute to writers’ presentation of 
ideas, themes and settings (assessed in Section A and in Section B, question (a)); AO3: 
Make comparisons and explain links between texts (assessed in question (b)(i) or (b)(ii)). 
Examiners are looking  for signs that candidates are responding, in a reflective way,  to the 
language and ideas of the poems on which they are focusing.

The responses of candidates had many strong features. Examiners were impressed by:

evidence that they had understood the contexts and purposes of the chosen poems. There 
were a number of very assured responses where candidates engaged strongly with the 
nature of poetry. The widespread ability to select pertinent examples of the poets’ language, 
and to offer comment that related these examples to the ideas and themes of the poems: 
there was frequently successful application of the 'point, example, explanation' approach to 
language analysis. Apt comparisons between poems which approached a similar theme in 
often different ways

Less successful responses:

• showed an insecure grasp of the poems’ meanings and ideas

• failed to support their points by appropriate textual evidence

• wrote reasonably about each of the two poems but failed to make clear connections, 
struggling to compare the poems effectively; centres might like to look at ways 
of helping candidates to focus on similarities and differences between two poems, 
particularly in their handling of similar thematic material.

One examiner, voicing the thoughts of many, commented: 'Once again, one comes away 
full of admiration for what some candidates achieve under the pressure of examination 
conditions, and how well they have been prepared by their teachers.'
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Question 1

 Section A: The Unseen Poem

The unseen poem selected was ‘Cider Mill Farm’, by David Harmer, a ‘looking back to 
childhood’ poem of reminiscence.

Most candidates showed clear engagement and understanding. Answers often focused 
on the poet’s happy childhood and sometimes on his desire to pass on his heritage and 
experiences to the next generation. They generally appreciated that the person was looking 
back with fondness at Cider Mill Farm, although comparatively few referred to a sense of 
nostalgia or wistfulness. Personal enjoyment was in evidence.

Some very good, high band responses looked at the farm in its rural setting. 

Many shared and responded to the excitement of creating one’s own world of pirates and 
treasure.  

Analysis of the dual reference to the ‘three battered Ford cars’ was not always wholly 
successful, though many saw that the repetition underlined that the fact that they were still 
there all these years later was significant for the poet.  Many looked at his taking his own 
children back – some recognising this as a moment of closure and moving on.  Sophisticated 
answers emphasised how the changing of the seasons matched the change in the poet’s 
age.

In a number of candidates’ responses, the poet’s thoughts and feelings were given rather 
less importance than the poetic devices employed. While a focus on such aspects as 
‘enjambement’ and the use of particular parts of speech (‘pronouns’ were much discussed, 
for example) is very welcome, the candidates did not always make convincing connections 
between these points and the presentation of the writer’s ideas: to be able to do so, indeed, 
was something that differentiated sharply the successful and the less successful answers. 
Higher band responses combined their detailed analysis with a sense of overview and were 
able to comment on the effect of devices and what they contributed to the whole rather 
than merely feature spotting. A number of candidates struggled with rhythm and rhyme and 
some with the physical form of the poem on the page.  

This is part of a candidate's response to the Unseen Poem (Question 1).



GCSE English Literature 5ET2H 01 5

The candidate starts the response in a very focused way, with development 
of a range of points. Textual reference is pertinent. There is thorough and at 
times assured explanation of language features. This extract comes from a 
response in Band 4 (overall mark 13 out of 20).

Examiner Comments

Make full use of short embedded examples, to support confidently the 
points you are making - avoid any tendency just to list a language 
feature. Pick out and work with key words, as is done here.

Examiner Tip
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This is an extract from another candidate's response to Question 1, the unseen poem.

The candidate shows sound understanding of 
the poet’s experiences, with identification of 
some language features. The answer was placed 
in Band 2 (6 marks out of 20).

Examiner Comments

The points on structure could 
have been developed more fully.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

 Section B:

Collection A: Relationships

(a) ‘Lines to My Grandfather’ was the poem selected for candidates’ comment in Question 
2(a). Many candidates focused on key areas of the text and engaged with its ideas with 
understanding. They often drew out key moments, such as the incident with the sewer rat 
and they clearly appreciated the importance of families and family traditions, although there 
was a general lack of awareness that this poem was a tribute. One main difference between 
the weaker and stronger responses was that the weaker ones tended to summarise without 
going into any kind of detail about the connotations of the language or the examples of the 
writer’s craft.  Numerous candidates worked hard with the notion of print lines and lines of 
inheritance – the  notion that poets were inheritors of their predecessors’ craft skills. Some 
effective points were made on these connections. There was also some recognition of the 
use of narrative to identify their actions and their personalities.

The element of humour was not recognised by many, although some noted the 
affectionately comical elements in the poet’s portraits, not least on the subject of drink.

Candidates, having answered 2(a) on the first named poem (15 marks) then had to choose 
between answering b (i) and b (ii) (also out of 15 marks).

(b) (i) With the named poem ‘My Last Duchess’, which the clear majority went 
with,  many found it hard to give a real sense of comparison, although they often wrote 
well on each poem separately. There were responses where the majority of the essay was 
on the Browning poem and many comments were offered on ‘Lines to my Grandfathers’. 
Appreciation of Browning’s poem was apparent in many responses, with analysis of key 
moments and reference to the Duke’s jealous and obsessive nature well handled.

Candidates made some links but evaluative comments in terms of comparison were limited 
in many candidates’ responses. Although both poems deal with ‘portraits’, these are 
different in kind and in the thoughts that they evoke. Candidates occasionally noted that 
while Harrison writes very directly, with unequivocal characterisation, Browning expresses 
his feelings more obliquely. Where comparison was successful it was carefully integrated 
into the answer, a sign of a high-quality response.

(b) (ii) Candidates’ own choices of poem were varied and appropriate, including ‘Nettles’ for 
example. The very different contexts of the second poems – for example ‘04/01/07’ focuses 
on the death of a mother, with much greater immediacy in the emotional impact - allowed 
candidates to consider relationships from a variety of perspectives.

This is the start of a candidate's response to part (a) of Question 2.
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The candidate presents an assured 
explanation of relationships, with interesting 
analysis of evidence. The overall mark for 
Question 2(a) was 11/15.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that the opening to your answer is focused 
on the demands of the question and that relevant 
quotations are integrated into your answer to illustrate 
your critical comments.

Examiner Tip
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This is the second half of a candidate's response to part (a) of Question 2.

The candidate offers sound explanations of the 
relationships and gives examples from text to support 
ideas. The overall mark for 2(a) was 6 out of 15.

Examiner Comments

Aim for a strong conclusion which refers 
clearly to the named poem in part (a).

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 b (i)

This is the final part of a candidate's (b) (i) response, linking 'Lines to my Grandfathers' with 
'My Last Duchess' (the second named poem).

Specific comparisons and links are made throughout, with appropriate 
examples and detailed evaluation. The mark for the whole of 2 b (i) was 8/15.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that clear comparative points are made throughout 
the answer, with a conclusion that is as strong as possible. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 b (ii)

This is the opening of a candidate's answer to question 2 (b) (ii), linking 'Lines to my 
Grandfathers' to 'The Habit of Light' (own choice).

The candidate’s choice of second poem, ‘The Habit of Light’, was well-chosen. There 
was an assured selection of examples, with pertinent comparisons and evaluations. 
The overall mark was 12/15, at the top end of Band 4.

Examiner Comments

When choosing a second poem, make sure that you 
can find clear connections, as is done here by looking 
at different family relationships.

Examiner Tip
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This is from the closing section of a candidate's response to Question 2 (b) (ii), linking 
'Lines to my Grandfathers' to '04/01/07', the candidate's own choice, an interesting one to 
compare.

The choice of a second poem, ‘04/01/07’ was apt. It enabled comparisons 
to be made between a poet’s relationship with grandparents and another 
poet’s relationship with his deceased mother. The answer was detailed and 
developed. The overall mark for the answer was 8/15 (securely in Band 3).

Examiner Comments

Make sure that your points do not become 
repetitive: this means careful planning of 
the sequence of points you wish to make.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

Collection B: Clashes and Collisions

Q 3 (a) ‘Our Sharpeville’. This was a popular choice, with many students coming to terms 
with the feelings about the pain and horror of the situation. There was real engagement 
with the narrator and a maturity from many candidates in how they responded to the 
situation. Emotive language was understood and explored and the imagery was admired 
and analysed. Context was very important in this poem and students rightly explained the 
implications of this.  However, form, structure and voice were not ignored and overall this 
poem produced some mature answers with an appreciation of the political situation.

Most candidates were able to talk about the characterisation of the young girl and the 
grandmother.  The fear of the grandmother and the carefree nature of the young girl playing 
hopscotch were aspects of the poem’s emotional content with which they engaged.  Most 
candidates also related to the situation of the black miners and the oppressors, i.e. the 
white settlers.  Nearly all candidates picked up on the sinister expression ‘they do things to 
little girls’, with its chillingly unstated threat.

(b) (i) In comparing ‘Our Sharpeville’ with ‘Belfast Confetti’, the sense of the importance 
of time, as well as the street violence in both poems, seemed to be the most popular 
comparisons. However, most candidates saw ‘Belfast Confetti’ as an appropriate 
comparative text and explored both poems successfully.  Happiness and fear were common 
areas for comparison, as was the idea of children having to grow up quickly in situations of 
violence, with the assumption being made at times that the writer of ‘Belfast Confetti’ was 
also looking back to his childhood. 

The use of sound in ‘Belfast Confetti’ was discussed with some knowledge and appreciation, 
and some compared this with the sounds of the miners’ chants in ‘Our Sharpeville’.  

(b) (ii) With the candidates’ own choice of poem, there was a variety of appropriate 
examples available. For example, ‘Parade’s End’ was selected because it had a different 
approach to violence on the streets, but a similar focus on racism. Similarly, ‘The Drum’ has 
striking images for the impact of war on the countryside as well as on human life. 

This is an extract from the last part of a candidate's response to Question 3 (a), focusing on 
the poem 'Our Sharpeville'.
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This extract comes from the middle of a candidate's response to Question 3(a), focusing on 
the poem 'Our Sharpeville'.

The candidate has a perceptive overview of the poem 
and the attitudes conveyed, with discriminating use of 
evidence. This extract is from a response which is securely 
in Band 5 (14/15).

Examiner Comments

Look closely at how this 
candidate has supported 
perceptive points with 
excellent examples.

Examiner Tip

This extract is from an answer which is firmly 
in Band 2, with sound explanations and clear, 
relevant textual reference (overall mark 5/15).

Examiner Comments

Try to make appropriate and developed points 
about the features selected (such as metaphors).

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 b (i). This is the first half of the candidate's response to Question 3 (b) (i), 
comparing 'Our Sharpeville' with 'Belfast Confetti'.
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Question 3 b (ii) This extract comes from the middle of a candidate's response to Question 3 
(b) (ii), comparing 'Our Sharpeville' with 'Parade's End (own choice).

This is part of an excellent response to b (i), with discriminating comparisons and links 
throughout. The evidence used is perceptive and wide-ranging. (Overall mark 15/15: the top 
end of Band 5 - impressive work.)

Examiner Comments

Study carefully the way the candidate links the analysis of the 
techniques in the two poems in an integrated and skilful way.

Examiner Tip
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This extract comes from the middle of a candidate's response to Question 3 (b) (ii), 
comparing 'Our Sharpeville' with 'The Drum', an effective choice.

The second poem, ‘Parade’s End’, is an interesting choice, 
looking at violence triggered by racism in society, with some 
detailed comparisons and appropriate use of evidence. (Mark 
for the whole response: 7/15, into Band 3).

Examiner Comments

Note the importance of choosing a good poem for 
making interesting links. When writing about your 
chosen poem, think about how to link it to relevant 
ideas or approaches from the first poem.

Examiner Tip
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The second poem, ‘The Drum’, is an appropriate choice, well-justified. There 
are perceptive, assured and often discriminating comparisons and links, 
particularly on attitudes of society in the two poems. This meets overall the 
descriptors for Band 5: the mark for the whole response was 13 out of 15.

Examiner Comments

Look at how the candidate draws out features 
from the second poem with the ideas in the first 
- this shows how to use a well-chosen example.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4

 Collection C: Somewhere, Anywhere

(a) 'In Romney Marsh' was answered by fewer candidates than Questions 2 and 3. The 
descriptive qualities of the poem were recognised and commented upon with some 
confidence. The candidates explored the vivid imagery and analysed the effect of this 
language on the reader. Alliteration was noted and a few candidates actually said that they 
knew the area and that it felt like an accurate description of the location. The senses were 
clearly very important in this text and although rarely commented upon as a group, some of 
the individual senses were highlighted successfully by students and quoted with confidence.

(b) (i)  The stated poem for comparison was ‘Orkney/This Life’. The contrast in terms of 
place was commented on with most students able to cite evidence on how the two settings 
came across to the reader. The overall atmosphere of both places was noted and students 
were able to draw conclusions about the individual opinions of the poets concerned. This 
part of the question was slightly less successful although again the treatment was often 
enthusiastic.

(b) (ii) Candidates’ choices of a second poem were varied, including: 'Composed upon 
Westminster Bridge…’, ‘London’ and ‘Sea Timeless Song’. All of these permitted the 
comparison of authors’ feelings about particular places – usually feelings of strong 
emotional attachment. However, many took the option of comparing the two poems about 
Romney Marsh, and this led to some apt comparisons in the poets’ treatment of the same 
place – although also to some confusion where, for example, a candidate missed the irony 
of Fanthorpe’s savage comment on the developers’ plans, and wrote that ‘the other wants to 
spoil it with roads, industrial estates and supermarkets’. 

Question 4 (a)

This extract comes from the middle of a candidate's response to Question 4 (a), looking at 
'In Romney Marsh'.

An assured response (12/15 for the full response: 
into Band 4) with relevant connections between 
attitudes and presentation of ideas. Points are 
developed with apposite reference to the text.

Examiner Comments

More development is needed to  move to 
Band 5: quote directly from the text, where 
possible, and comment on key words. 

Examiner Tip
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This comes from the middle of a candidate's response to 'In Romney Marsh' (Question 4 (a).

            

Sustained textual reference (at the lower end of Band 3 - 7/15 response), 
particularly on colour and imagery. Points are supported by textual reference.

Examiner Comments

The points are well focused but would need to be more 
fully developed, to move into the next Band.

Examiner Tip
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This extract comes from near the start of a candidate's response to Question 4 (b) (i).

The response had a pertinent and assured 
evaluation of links between the poems. The 
overall answer is on the borderline of Band 
3/ Band 4 and was awarded 10 out of 15.

Examiner Comments

The points could be developed more 
fully for the candidate to move higher 
and more securely into Band 4.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b) (ii)

The extract comes from near the end of a candidate's response to Question 4 (b) (ii), 
comparing the two poems on the area of Romney Marsh.

The candidate’s second chosen poem is ‘A Major Road for Romney Marsh’: obviously a 
suitable choice, enabling detailed comparisons of treatment of subject and place. The 
candidate juggles the ideas in the two poems thoughtfully, considering how the views 
are expressed and presented. Detailed examples are used to support points. Overall, 
this is a Band 3 response, awarded 8/15 marks.

Examiner Comments

More needs to be done with the points made 
about the positive and negative aspects of the 
two poems (purpose and tone)

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

Collection 4: Taking a Stand

(a) The environment poems in "Taking A Stand" produced some passionate responses, 
though the majority of candidates remembered to keep close to the text, and were able to 
build sound bridges between form, content and language.

'One World Down the Drain' was a humorous and witty poem and most students realised it 
was meant to be funny.  However, they did not always explain the humour or comment on 
specific sections which were amusing. They generally recognised the hyperbole and realised 
this could be an effective way of making grand statements and affecting change. There 
was little comment on form and structure, almost as if the meaning transcended other 
considerations at times. Students were generally very positive about the effectiveness of 
this poem and sympathised with the viewpoint.

(b) (i) In making links between this poem and ‘The world is a beautiful place’, candidates 
offered some very engaged responses to the future of the world using evidence from both 
poems.

Stronger candidates showed an understanding of the structure of the second poem and an 
awareness of how repetition was appropriate in emphasising meaning. They often drew out 
relevant links and comparisons, and used quotations successfully to explain meaning. The 
interplay between positive and negative ideas was highlighted by the more able candidates 
and there was appreciation of how poignant the titles were in conveying viewpoint. Not all 
candidates drew attention to the fact that each poet uses ironic humour, undercutting the 
surface meaning, to intensify the mood of pessimism, and some took the idea that ‘The 
world is a beautiful place’ at face value – which led to their missing many key points.

(b) (ii) Where candidates offered their own choice of poem, this was generally appropriate 
and permitted comparisons. For example, ‘Zero Hour’ enabled even weaker candidates to 
note the importance of the issue of fossil fuels, and all candidates to explore the similarities 
and differences of tone, with an element of warning. While poems which focused directly 
on worldwide challenges may have seemed the more obvious, other choices, including ‘The 
archbishop chairs the first session’, could be used to look at issues facing particular societies 
and their implications. Other choices, sometimes less well handled because the links were 
less obvious, included ‘I Shall Paint My Nails Red’ and ‘Living Space’.

Question 5 (a) This answer comes from near the start of a candidate's response to the 
question, which focuses on the poem 'One World Down the Drain'.
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The candidate is perceptive, focused and discriminating in the range and skill of the 
analysis. This is an excellent answer and the high quality merits the use of the top 
end of the range of marks available for Band 5 (overall mark for the question: 15/15).

Examiner Comments

Study closely the way the candidate here has focused on both the writer’s 
language and the effect that this has. This kind of response is what you 
should be aiming at in order to do really well in the examination.

Examiner Tip
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This extract comes from the first part of a candidate's response to Question 5 (a), focusing 
on the poem 'One World Down the Drain'.

In this extract, there is sound explanation (Band 2) of 
how writer conveys ideas about the challenges facing 
the world. Clear use is made of evidence to support the 
candidate’s points (overall mark 5/15).

Examiner Comments

Make sure that your comments 
are extended fully in order to 
qualify for the highest bands.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b) (i) This is an extract from an answer to Question 5 (b) (i), in which the 
candidate compares the two similarly-themed poems 'One World Down the Drain' and 'The 
world is a beautiful place'.

This is an assured response (good Band 4), with very interesting comparisons. 
Evidence is often discriminating, but on a few occasions assertions are made 
without sufficient textual support. (Overall mark for the response: 12/15)

Examiner Comments

Look closely at the ‘tone’ of the poem - look 
out, especially, for how poets use irony to 
make their comments and criticisms.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b) (ii)

This extract comes from the final part of  candidate's response to Question 5 (b) (ii), which 
compares the given poem with 'The Archbishop chairs the First Session', an unusual choice, 
but appropriate.

The candidate’s second poem, ‘The Archbishop chairs the First Session’, is an interesting 
choice, which can be justified by the context of South African society: both poems deal 
with current events and problems. This extract comes from a response which shows a clear 
evaluation of different ways of expressing meaning (overall mark: 6/15). 

Examiner Comments

More detail is needed to take it to Band 3.
Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Overall, the response to the poems was a pleasing one to examiners, especially with the 
introduction of an unseen poem. It was clear that candidates had:

• responded well to writing about the unseen poem.

had often enjoyed greatly their study of the collection of poems: for example:

• the variety of relationships explored in Collection A provided much interest

• poets' engagement with a particular location was appreciated in Collection C

• the contemporary or recent social problems dealt with by many of the poems 
in Collection B and D aroused much sympathy for the situations faced by the poets or 
their characters.

 To improve their performance, candidates should:

• focus on the specific demands of the question, rather than just working through the 
poems 

• make full use of examples, not just listing them or language features

• keep clearly separate the two parts of the Section B answers - (a) on one named poem; 
(b) comparing this with a second named poem (b) (i) or one of their own choice (b) (ii)

• make sure that the Unseen Poem response is written in section A of the answer booklet 
and that answers on the Anthology poems are written in Section B of the booklet

• think carefully about how to make effective links and comparisons, addressing both 
poems (although equal weighting is not required).
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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