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GCSE English Literature 2009 
 

Tier H Mark Scheme 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Examiners will be expected to read the scripts in their allocation carefully and to make every effort to 
look positively for achievement throughout the ability range.  They will be expected to annotate the 
scripts in order to show subsequent readers what evidence they have found for the achievement of 
the particular descriptors in the mark range and will be expected to give a mark for each answer in 
the right-hand margin at the end of the answer. 
 
There is a common marking spine which runs across all components.  In this way the whole 
examination can be integrated by using a common grade related system for all components. 
 
There are some rules, however, about the mark ranges that can be given. 
 
TIER F 
 
On Tier H, questions are targeted at Grades A to D.  Performances which fall below the targeted 
grades should be given marks below those targeted, according to the descriptors which are included 
for all grades. 
 
DECIDING ON A MARK 
 
Examiners must use the full range of marks.  Work exhibiting the highest skills should be considered 
for full marks. 
 
Marking throughout must be on a ‘best-fit’ principle.  Where there are both strengths and 
weaknesses in a particular answer, examiners should consider carefully which range is the best fit 
for the performance overall. 
 
The descriptors are an attempt to guide examiners to an understanding of the qualities normally 
expected of, or ‘typical’ of, work in the range. They must not be interpreted as hurdle statements. 
 
Once the mark has been decided upon, by the identification in the body of the script where the 
descriptor has been met, then the mark should be placed, circled, in the right-hand margin. 
 
ANNOTATION OF SCRIPTS 
 
It is important that while they are marking in red, examiners note on the script where they have found 
specific evidence of candidates having achieved a descriptor.  It is likely that examiners will be 
making more extensive annotations at the beginning of the marking period than at the end, but every 
mark must be justified by a written comment.  Ticks should be used to identify evidence of particular 
skills.  Random ticking is extremely unhelpful. 
The best kinds of comments are where a particular element of the descriptors is identified clearly 
and concisely.  The point of making such comments is to allow subsequent readers to understand 
what you are identifying as positive achievement and where you are seeing material which gains 
credit.  It is to share your marking process with those reading your scripts later (Team Leaders, 
Assistant Principals, Principals, the Chief, Awarders, QCA, scrutineers etc.). 
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PROBLEMS 
 
Where an examiner has great difficulty in assessing a script, (s)he can draw it to the attention of the 
Principal Examiner at the end of the marking season by placing RSE (Refer to Senior Examiner) on 
the script and attaching the relevant Form EX/SRF.  This means that it will be sent to the final 
meeting of examiners, the occasion where all the problems are looked at and a decision arrived at.  
Very occasionally a script is very hard to read or illegible.  If you have one of these, you should give 
the mark you think it deserves, but you must also mark it RSE and complete Form EX/SRF so that it 
can be deciphered fully later on. 
 
RUBRIC INFRINGEMENTS 
 
There may well be a few candidates who answer the wrong number of questions.  If so, mark all the 
answers, and count the highest score for those eligible under the terms of the rubric.  Thus the 
marks should be entered which are the highest according to the allowable rubric. 
 
Candidates attempting only one question instead of two are not fulfilling the basic requirements of 
the syllabus and therefore do not receive special attention. 
 
It is conceivable that candidates may offer two answers on the same text or from the same section.  
In this case the higher of the two marks should be recorded. 
 
In Section B, candidates’ selection of poems to write about from the English Literature section of the 
AQA Anthology might not be in strict accordance with the terms of the question.  For instance, they 
may not have chosen both Pre-1914 or Post-1914 poems, or may have written about a poem not 
named in the question.  In those cases, mark the response as if the candidate had chosen the right 
poems, and write ‘Minor Rubric’ on the front of the script. 
 
If candidates have written about poems from the English section of the AQA Anthology, they cannot 
be awarded marks for responding to those poems.  If the response is based solely on those poems, 
you must award 0.  If they have used both English poems and English Literature poems, award a 
mark based only on their writing about the English Literature poems.  In either case, write ‘Major 
Rubric’ on the front of the script. 
 
RECORDING 
 
In addition to recording the mark for a question at the end of the answer, examiners must also fill in 
the total marks for each Section on the front cover of the answer booklet.  These should then be 
totalled, with the total mark placed in a circle. 
 
A mark must also be given for Quality of Written Communication.  This should be awarded according 
to the mark scheme for QWC.  Refer to the section at the end of this Introduction where specific 
reference to the marking of QWC is made. 
 
The grid on the front of the answer booklet should look like this: 
 

14 17 
20 20 
 
QWC    2 
  --- 
   AJC 

 
 
Put the total in the box marked Total and your initials underneath in the box marked Examiner’s 
Initials. 
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MARKING CRITERIA FOR QUALITY OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATION 
 
 
 
3 marks The candidate presents relevant information coherently, 

employing structure and style to render meaning clear.  The 
text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
are sufficiently accurate to render meaning clear. 

  
2 marks The candidate presents relevant information in a way which 

assists with communication of meaning.  The text produced is 
legible. Spelling, punctuation and grammar are sufficiently 
accurate not to obscure meaning. 

  
1 mark The candidate presents some relevant information in a simple 

form.  The text produced is usually legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar allow meaning to be derived, 
although errors are sometimes obstructive. 

  
0 marks The candidate’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 

grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 
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