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Section A - How to Mark

1 The Positive Approach

Always evaluate what is in the answer and reward the candidate appropriately: never look for
what is ‘missing’.

The main criterion is quality of comment, displaying, in some degree, knowledge, understanding
and insight.

Reward highly any answer which keeps the question firmly in mind and offers textual evidence
in support of assertions.

2 Flexibility
Use the mark-range definitions to help you place the answer.

Look out for answers which do not fit neatly into a range. They may show real sensitivity, flair
and originality. Your own judgement is of crucial importance.

3 The Text
All questions require reasonably accurate and detailed reference to the text.

Candidates will choose their own references to support their arguments. Reward consistent and
confident use of the text.

Beware of the fluent answer full of conjecture and speculation but empty of the reference which
shows knowledge.

4 ‘Narrative’

Many answers recount episodes in apparently unpointed narrative. Look for key words which
indicate that the question is being answered.

In poetry answers a line-by-line paraphrase has value if accompanied by commentary.
Interest can be implicit through the choice and recounting of incidents.

Do not be quick to condemn 'mere' storytelling, look instead for relevance.

If the narrative is rambling, irrelevant and generalised the mark must reflect this.

5 ‘Prepared’ answers

Notes obviously taken from secondary sources should only be credited where they have been
properly assimilated by the candidate and made relevant to the question.

You will meet some cover-all accounts. Mark what is relevant to the question.
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6 Use of ‘technical terms’

If lists of technical terms are offered instead of fresh response to the effects of words and
phrases, mark according to your judgement of the candidate's understanding.

7 Use of background material

Biographical information should be given little credit unless it has, by some means, been made
relevant. It is no substitute for textual evidence.

8 Personal response

Reward highly evidence of genuine response which will come through a thoughtful engagement
with the text.

Do not be misled by comments of the “I couldn’t put the book down” variety: evidence is needed
to make this effective.

9 The process of marking

Check for any rubric infringements (see point 10) and indicate these clearly on the front of the
script by writing a large red R.

Show that you have read every page.
If you use ticks they must mean something.

Judge each of the three answers independently. If the script is very unbalanced, comment on
this.

Your own comments are vital. They must show clearly why you have given this specific mark
rather than, for example, a higher one.

There must be no sarcasm in your comments.

Your comments must be appropriate for your mark. Do not write “Good sound answer” and
give, say, 9.

There is no point in commenting “There’s much more to say”. There always will be. These are
young candidates working against the clock.

Do not judge an answer as if it were coursework.

Show your reasons, particularly if you withhold marks, by indicating errors. Do not routinely
award a particular mark.

Having marked the candidate’s script for subject content, recording the question totals for each
question, you must review the script as a whole and according to the ranges of marks defined
on the next page, decide on the mark to be awarded to the candidate for Quality of Written
Communication (QWC). This mark should be written in the next available mark box on the front
of the answer book, and ‘QWC’ written next to it in the corresponding question number box.
Then you should add the question total marks together and add the QWC mark to give the
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grand total and enter this in the box for the total mark. The grand total for the whole paper
(including QWC) is the mark you should write and encode on the Examiner’s Mark Sheet.

Marking Criteria for Quality of Written Communication

The candidate presents relevant information coherently,
employing structure and style to render meaning clear. The text
produced is legible. Spelling, punctuation and grammar are
sufficiently accurate to render meaning clear.

The candidate presents relevant information in a way which
assists with communication of meaning. The text produced is
legible. Spelling, punctuation and grammar are sufficiently
accurate not to obscure meaning.

The candidate presents some relevant information in a simple
form. The text produced is usually legible. Spelling,
punctuation and grammar allow meaning to be derived,
although errors are sometimes obstructive.

The candidate’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and
grammar seriously obstruct understanding.

3 Marks

2 Marks

1 Mark

0 Marks

Remember that your work will be seen by others who may include Senior Examiners, Script
Checker, Awarder and Re-Viewer. If any alterations are subsequently required, your own
written comments and marks will be scrutinised carefully. Your initials on each script are
helpful.

10 Rubric Infringements

Check that only one question has been answered from each of the three sections.

Mark everything and award the best combination of marks permitted by the rubric.

If candidates have referred to only one character/episode/poem when the question requires

reference to two, the answer is marked on a reduced scale of 19 marks instead of 25, as
follows:

Mark Reduced mark
Range range
0-1 0-1
2-4 2-3
5-7 4-5
8-10 6-7

11-13 8-9

14-16 10-12
17-19 13-15
20-22 16-17
23-25 18-19

When candidates use poems from the incorrect era to answer a question they should not be
penalised as long as the poems are appropriate to the question, for example, using post-1914
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nature poems to answer a question on nature in the pre-1914 Poetry Section. Obviously, if the
poems are not appropriate, the candidate cannot meet the mark criteria.

If the candidate has used poems from the incorrect era please write ERA on the front of the
question paper.

If the candidate chooses to use poems within the correct era but not the prescribed poems, they
should not be penalised.
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Section B — Mark Ranges — Definitions

Range Marks
RANGE 1 0-7
RANGE 2 8-13
RANGE 3 14-19
RANGE 4 20-25

The Assessment Objectives and Guidance

The Skills and content descriptors provide an outline of the characteristics which might, in some
combination, be associated with specific mark ranges. Answers do not always fit unequivocally
and tidily within one range so be positive and flexible in approach.

Assessment Objectives and Ranges

Place the answer in a range by measuring it against the assessment objectives.

The full range is to be used for both Foundation Tier and Higher Tier. Individual answers may

deserve marks beyond the high or low range expected for that Tier. This compensatory range
may balance other marks in the script.
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Assessment Objectives
Assessment objectives will be tested as follows.
Candidates will:

1) respond to texts critically, sensitively and in detail, selecting appropriate ways to convey
their response, using textual evidence as appropriate;

2) explore how language, structure and forms contribute to the meanings of texts,
considering different approaches to texts and alternative interpretations;

3) explore relationships and comparisons between texts, selecting and evaluating relevant
material.

4) relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions.

Range 1 bottom Marks 0-1

1) Candidates provide some writing about text or task;

2) no comment on language or form;

3) no comment on connections between texts;

4) no awareness of context of texts.

Range 1 lower Marks 2-4

1) Candidates write simple statements about the text or task;

2) candidates write simple comments about the writer’s use of words;

3) simple connections made between texts;

4) basic implicit awareness of contexts of texts.

Range 1 higher Marks 5-7

1) Candidates select some appropriate material;

2) show some awareness of the writer’s use of words;

3) begin to explore obvious connections between texts;

4) limited implicit awareness of the context of texts.
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Range 2 lower Marks 8-10

1)

Candidates refer to texts to support their views;

2) recognise features of language and structure;

3) recognise possible comparisons and relationships between texts, e.g. connections in
themes and ideas and similarities and contrasts in writing style;

4) implicit awareness of the contexts of texts.

Range 2 higher Marks 11-13

1) Candidates support deductive and personal response to meanings of texts by textual
reference;

2) recognise and respond to features of language and structure;

3) recognise and respond to opportunities to compare texts and show relationships
between them;

4) show some awareness of the context of texts.

Range 3 lower Marks 14-16

1) Candidates make well-chosen and effective references to support a structured personal
response to texts;

2) begin to show understanding of elements of critical awareness;

3) make comparisons and draw relationships between texts;

4) show awareness of context of texts.

Range 3 higher Marks 17-19

1) Candidates discriminate in their selection of textual evidence to support personal and
analytical response;

2) demonstrate critical awareness of texts and analyse meaning;

3) analyse perceptively comparisons and relationships between texts;

4) refer to the context of texts appropriately.
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Range 4 lower Marks 20-22

1) Candidates support responses with discriminating textual reference. Their reasoning is
clear and effective;

2) sustain detailed critical and sensitive analysis of texts;

3) sustain perceptive analysis of comparisons and relationships between texts;

4) identify and comment on texts in context.

Range 4 higher Marks 23-25

1) Candidates support evaluative responses with textually apposite reference used

discriminatingly;

2) sustain insight into meanings and stylistics of texts with precision and originality;
3) evaluate comparisons and relationships between texts in detail;
4) evaluate the place of texts in their total context.

10
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Section C — Question Specific Notes, with Mark Ranges

ASSESSMENT GRID

SPECIFICATION B ENGLISH LITERATURE
May 2009

Foundation Tier — 3711F

Assessment AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4
Objective

SECTION A

All Questions v v - v
SECTION B
All Questions v v v -
SECTION C
All Questions v v - -
Overall %
weightings 25% 25% 10% 10%
for Foundation Tier
paper

Total number of
marks for 78
Foundation Tier
paper

Quality of Written
Communication 5% of total marks
(QWC)

The mark range notionally targeted by Foundation Tier is 0-16, but candidates may gain any
mark on any question, according to merit.

Descriptors for skills and content have been included for the full range 0-25 (U to A*).

When using the detailed marking schemes which follow:

¢ decide which of the performance criteria best match the candidate’s response to the
question;

e award a mark within the mark range according to the quality of the response;
the full spread of marks within each range should be used.

11
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