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Introduction

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Language is a linear course. It consists of
two externally examined components and one endorsement for Spoken Language. Paper 1 is
worth 40% of the total GCSE and consists of two sections, lasting for one hour and forty-five
minutes in total. Candidates are recommended to spend one hour on section A which tests reading
with questions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract of approximately 650 words. In the
November 2019 series this was an extract from North and South by Elizabeth Gaskell. There are
four questions on the text which are stepped in difficulty with the following mark breakdown: Q1 =
1 mark, Q2 = 2 marks, Q3 = 6 marks and Q4 = 15 marks. Questions 1 and 2 test AO1: Identify and
interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. Question 3 tests AO2: Explain, comment on
and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using
relevant subject terminology to support their views and Question 4 tests AO4: evaluate texts
critically and support this with appropriate textual references.

Section B tests writing and candidates are recommended to spend 45 minutes on this section
which is worth a total of 40 marks, giving the paper a total of 64 marks. In this section, there is a
choice of two writing tasks, linked by a theme to the reading extract. One of the writing tasks
provides two images that students can use to help them generate ideas for their writing. Students
can write a response that draws on just one or neither of the images. This is an untiered
specification and the choice of texts and questions set are such that all candidates are able to
access the paper and to show their abilities in reading and writing. In the November of 2019
candidates found the paper to be engaging and interesting and they responded well to it.
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Question 1

Question one is a single mark question which tests candidates’ ability to identify and interpret
explicit and implicit information and ideas. This low-tarif question is intended to lead candidates
into the examination and was successfully done by the majority of candidates in the November
2019 paper. The examples below indicate the most common responses with most candidates able
to successfully answer this question with a two word answer, "few minutes', though others gave
longer phrases such as ‘a few minutes more’; all of these responses were awarded the single mark
that was available. Where candidates were unsuccessful they either chose a section of the text from
lines 6-8 which did not answer the question or chose text from outside the line references given.

SECTION A: Reading
Read the text in the Reading Text Insert provided and answer ALL questions.
You should spend about 1 hour on this section.
Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1 From lines 6-8, identify the phrase that explains how long it will be before the
soldiers arrive.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate successfully identifies a section of text that contains the key
phrase from the passage and is awarded one mark.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Candidates should read the question carefully and make sure that they are
aware of the correct lines and only choose text for their answer from within the
designated lines.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate successfully identifies just the two key words which are required
for the answer.

ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

This question asks you to 'identify' a phrase so it is important that you only select
words and phrases from the passage and do not add any of your own words to
the answer.
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1 From lines 6-8, identify the phrase that explains how long it will be before the
soldiers arrive.

<

ResultsPlus

~< Examiner Comments

This candidate includes more of the original text in their answer than is
necessary. However, as they have made a selection and their selection includes
the corrrect phrase then they are awarded the one available mark.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Make sure that you make a selection from the lines of text given in the question
and do not simply copy out all of the lines identified in the question.
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Question 2

Question two is worth two marks and, like question one, tests candidates’ ability to identify and
interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. This question develops from question one by
asking candidates to focus upon a longer section of text and by allowing candidates to express
answers in their own words as well as using quotations from the text. The question asked
candidates to ‘give two ways in which the mood of the crowd is shown'. The layout, with its use of
separate lines numbered 1 and 2 is intended to structure the answer for candidates and to ensure
that they include two ways, in order to gain the two marks that are available. This question was
answered successfully by the majority of candidates. Where candidates were unsuccessful they
often failed to recognise that the question was focusing upon the mood of the crowd. Therefore,
candidates who focused upon the thoughts and feelings of Miss Hale and Mr Thornton were not
successful as they did not address the question. Other unsuccessful answers referred to text from
outside the line references given.

2 From lines 1-8, give two ways in which the mood of the crowd is shown.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

1 CECD angry. uoices

2 £ O O S LN N

J"\‘;j )
¢ (ResultsPlus
'f,/"‘\é Examiner Comments

This answer uses two quotations from the text and identifies two ways in which
the mood of the crowd is shown and so is awarded two marks. The two key
points that this candidate recognises are that their voices are 'angry' and also
they murmur in a 'ferocious' manner, both of which indicate the mood of the
crowd. These come from bullet points 3 and 4 of the mark scheme. This answer
makes use of the two lines to separate the two elements it identifies.

P
// \
/

\
\
\
\

< ResultsPlus
_ Examiner Tip

/
(

Make use of the numbered lines to help you separate the two parts of your
answer.
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2 From lines 1-8, give two ways in which the mood of the crowd is shown.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

Vo oprie), ONeS. o SSISEX e R
2 o i.ms.'m\g ....... 0 munganex- _______ e neored .

ResultsPlus

~< Examiner Comments

This response is awarded two marks for what it writes under number 1. The
quotation 'baffled cries' is bullet point 6 from the mark scheme and the
identification that the crowd is 'upset' shows the candidate using their own
words to explain what is covered under bullet point 10 in the mark scheme. The
candidate does not successfully identify any ways the mood of the crowd is
shown under number 2 of the answer, but is awarded the two marks for the first
part of the answer.

A ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make sure you are awre of the focus of the question and not just the line
references.
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2 From lines 1-8, give two ways in which the mood of the crowd is shown.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

1..LAC.0N00C AS...SOULDCDS o

Qe
2. QMO LANCH OO SNCULDLS o

Ui arkiyl (nm "Q f ¢ (/. (Total for Question 2 = 2 marks)
YINUies m gre

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate successfully identifies that the mood of the crowd is 'angry’,
which is bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. The second part of the answer does
not address the 'mood of the crowd' and shows a misunderstanding of the

extract and is not rewardable. This candidate therefore is awarded one of the
two marks available.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Be sure that your response directly answers the question and that you are sure
what you are being asked to find in the reading text.

GCSE English Language 1ENO 01
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Question 3

Question three is worth six marks and tests candidates’ ability to explain, comment on and analyse
how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant
subject terminology to support their views. The most notable feature of this question is that it asks
candidates to comment upon both language and structure. The mark scheme is split into three
levels of two marks each with the instruction that, ‘responses that are unbalanced cannot access
Level 2 or above.’ This is an important feature and one that centres should be fully aware of.
However candidates should use the mark tariff as a guide about how much to write in response in
this question and it is quite possible to attain all six marks in the space provided in the answer
booklet. There is an example of a response that achieves a Level 3 mark below. Candidates should
take care not to spend too long responding to question 3 at the expense of later questions on the
paper. In order to access the marks in levels two and three, it is not necessary for the language and
structure comments to be equally weighted, only that the answer must contain an analysis of both.
Stronger answers were those that offered an analysis of both features and which were focused
upon how these were used to show the thoughts and feelings of Miss Hale and Mr Thornton.
Weaker responses wrote about only language or structure or only offered comments upon features
and did not clearly explain the effects that the writer had sought to achieve and were not able to to
examine in detail those features and so reach the marks in levels two and three.
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3 Inlines 16-33, how does the writer use language and structure to show the thoughts
and feelings of Miss Hale and Mr Thornton?

Support your views with reference to the text.
(6)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer is able to offer an analysis of both structure and language points
covering short sentences, imperatives ‘Go down’ and ‘speak’ and exclamation
marks amongst other features. Paragraph one is particularly strong in its
identification of sentence and word-level features and is able to make an apt
choice of supporting references. The second paragraph is less successful and
shows some misunderstanding in its explanation of the text. The final paragraph
shows a sensitive appreciation of the writer's use of the adjective ‘poor’ and this
moves the response into L3 as it shows analysis of the effect on the reader. This
answer was not penalised for incorrectly referring to ‘poor’ as an adverb.

‘ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Show that you can do more than simply identify the techniques that writers use.
Rather, show that you are able to show an appreciation of the effects that
writers intend to create and the choices that they have made to achieve these
effects.
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3 Inlines 16-33, how does the writer use language and structure to show the thoughts
and feelings of Miss Hale and Mr Thornton?

Support your views with reference to the text.
(6)
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Examiner Comments

Ja
Q\/Z ResultsPlus

This candidate includes points on both language and structure and is awarded
four marks. The candidate chooses to use the language of the question at the
start of each paragraph and the answer is written as P.E.E. points, neither of
which feature is required. The writer's use of the metaphor ‘dark cloud'’ is
identified and a reasonable explanation given. Next, a structural point is made
on paragraphing with some explanation, though this is less successful than the
previous language point. A further structural point is made on short sentences
with clearer textual reference and explanation. It is the quality of explanation in
this final point which places the answer at the top of Level 2. This answer does
not have the quality to move into Level 3 as there is no reference to how these
techniques are being used to influences the reader.

\ ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Make sure ethat your answer says something about the reader of the extract
and how the writer wanted them to react or respond to what has been written.
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In lines 16-33, how does the writer use language and structure to show the thoughts
and feelings of Miss Hale and Mr Thornton?

Support your views with reference to the text.

GCSE English Language 1TENO 01
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| ResultsPus

| /7= Examiner Comments

This is an example of a weaker response that was awarded a mark of one. This
relatively brief response opens with some misunderstanding in the first
paragraph between Miss Hale and Margaret not realising they are, in fact, the
same person. The assertion that she is nervous when she says, 'Don't be afraid
for me'is incorrect; rather she is defiant and challenging. A language point is
made about Margaret being passionate though the comment made is quite
limited. The answer makes no points about structure and so the response
remains in Level 1.

y, \

0 ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

Read the passage very carefully to avoid any misunderstanding.
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Question 4

Question four is the highest mark tariff question in Section A and candidates would be wise to
ensure that they allocate sufficient time to this question. This question tests candidates’ ability to
evaluate texts critically and support their evaluations with appropriate textual references. The focus
of evaluation is upon how well something has been achieved, not merely upon how it has been
achieved; it is an assessment of the relative success of the writer rather than simply an explanation
of the techniques that have been used. It is true that in order to offer a meaningful evaluation one
must be able to show a well-informed understanding of the text and be able to support this with
close reference to the text. The focus of this question was upon the creation of a sense of growing
tension. Once again, candidates must focus upon the question asked if they are to be successful.
Better answers offered wide-ranging evaluations that were closely focused upon the Assessment
Objective and which used apt text selection to support the points being made. Weaker answers
were often brief and showed only a partial understanding of the text, which limited their ability to
evaluate how successfully the writer had achieved those effects.

GCSE English Language 1ENO 01
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4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of growing tension.

Evaluate how successfully this is achieved. S m

Support your views with detailed reference to the text. E ,_:thg

(15)
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/\ Examiner Comments

This is an example of a mid-level 4 answer that was awarded 11 marks. The
response begins with an insightful point on the writer's use of repetition,
illustrated with the repetition of the imperative verb ‘look’. Text selection is
succinct and well-focussed. The final sentence of the paragraph implies that
tension is being created but does not address this directly. Well-informed
judgement is made in the analysis of the adjective ‘demonic’ in the second
paragraph whereas the examples quoted in paragraph 3 are explained rather
than analysed. Subtle analysis is shown in the final paragraph with ‘stony silence’
showing an understanding of the threatening mood of the crowd by its silence.
The response does not have enough evaluation to move into Level 5 but there is
enough analysis and well-informed judgement for a clear Level 4 mark.

F Plus
\ Examiner Tip

As you write your answer make sure that you are evaluating by saying how well
something has been done by the writer, not just what has been done.
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4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of growing tension.
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)
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/\ Examiner Comments

This is an upper Level 2 response that was given a mark of 6. The answer makes
use of some evaluative language but does not offer an evaluative response to
the text. Rather, the response opens with brief comments on ideas with some
supporting textual references which are valid but not developed. The candidate
attempts to explore the creation of tension, however the comment relating to
'by heaven' is not clearly explained. The final comments refer to the hypothetical
situation that the characters can be overheard by the crowd by the use of the
word ‘if and that the effect of this would be to make the reader feel 'more on
edge.' The answer is focused upon tension and is able to make comments but is
not able to clearly explain and develop the points made, which keeps this in the
Level 2 mark range.

F Plus
\ Examiner Tip

When you make a point make sure that you are fully explaining what you mean.
You may find it useful to use a PEE structure in your paragraphs in order to focus
your answer upon developing the quality of your explanation.

GCSE English Language 1ENO 01
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4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of growing tension.
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)
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Examiner Comments

This is a mid-Level 1 response. This response makes extensive use of the
italicised introduction to the extract in its first paragraph, enabling it to describe
the events of the passage. The candidate does not make comments or offer
explanations and this is why this response remains in Level 1. The shorter
paragraph contains some limited assertions of the characters’ relationship and
their disagreement leading to tension in the final paragraph which meets bullet
points 1 and 2 of the mark scheme. There are no textual references to suport
the assertions made.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always try to include some of the original text in your answer to show where
your ideas have come from in the passage.
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Question 5

The specification entitles this section, ‘iImaginative Writing’, and it is important that all candidates
understand what they are being asked to do in this section. There is no set text type for Section B;
candidates are expected to produce clear and coherent text and to write for impact. Each question
tells candidates that their work will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary,
spelling, punctuation and grammar. The question is marked against two assessment objectives and
does not include a separate mark for SPAG. The two assessment objectives are AO5 which assess
how well candidates can communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting
tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences; and in addition how well they
organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence
and cohesion. That is Assessment Objective 5 and it is worth 24 of the 40 marks available.
Assessment Objective 6 accounts for the remaining 16 marks and assesses how well candidates use
a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling
and punctuation.

Candidates must choose one of the two questions available to them and are recommended to
spend 45 minutes on this section. One of the questions will always make reference to a pair of
printed images and in November 2019, this was question 6. There is a deliberate and thematic link
to the text that has been read for Section A and this is intended to encourage and support
candidates in their writing. In the November 2019 question 6 was the more popular of the two
writing questions. Most candidates were able to complete a piece of writing in the available time.
For those who had not left sufficient time for the writing they should be aware that the mark
scheme makes specific reference to structural and grammatical features to support coherence and
cohesion, therefore incomplete texts will not be able to access the full range of marks that is
available for this question. Question 5 asked candidates to write about a time when they had the
courage to fight for something that they believed in. There was a wide range of writing with many
candidates crafting a response that used a wide variety of techniques, had emotional depth,
accessible characters as well as a defined narrative structure. The question invites candidates to
write about an experience that is real or imagined. Whichever is chosen, it is important that
candidates remember the purpose of the writing task is to write clear and coherent texts and they
should avoid the tendency to prioritise remaining true to a factual recount of a real incident over
the opportunity to be creative in their imaginative use of language. Weaker answers were often
incomplete, lacking in accuracy or assumed an understanding of character or setting that was not
shared with the reader, making it difficult to fully engage with what was written.

GCSE English Language 1ENO 01
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question5 X Question6 E1
Write your answer to Section B here:

Wak oot o A

............................

e i€
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer has features of Level 3 and Level 4 for AO5 meaning that the final
mark is a best-fit mark at the lower end of Level 4. This response communicates
clearly and is competent and accurate. There is a deliberate attempt to engage
the reader in the simple set up of the opening paragraph and the use of in
media res, before giving the reader the necessary background detail in
paragraph two. The narrative is cohesively organised to engender empathy in
the reader and the almost cyclical structure is used deliberately for effect.There
are some effective if relatively simple similes used. This piece creates a tone of
increasing defiance and determination in the face of adversity and organises its
material so that the reader shares the feelings of the narrator and champions
her final success. There is a clear, if simple, sense of narrative cohesion as the
text builds to the simple sentence conclusion, that repeats the opening words of
the candidate's speech. It is this creation of cohesion of cehesion and coherence
and the adaptation of tone and style to create a strong emotopnal connection
with the reader that moved this answer into the lower end of Level 4.

In terms of AO6, the spelling of a varied vocabulary is accurate. Varied
punctuation is used accurately to adapt sentence structure for effect, such as the
emphatic, 'lt only made me speak louder’, concluding the middle paragraph of
page 14, helping to deepen the reader's understanding of the writer's conviction
and determination. The vocabulary cannot be said to be wide or selective and so
the AO6 mark given was at the top of Level 3, not into Level 4.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Make sure that you know how you are going to end your writing before you start
to write. Then work your way towards your planned conclusion.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

Chosen question number:  Question 5 -} Question 6
Write your answer to Section B here:
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< {ResuitsPlus
\,/\- Examiner Comments

This is a very strong written response that achieves full marks for both A05 and
A06. This response engages the reader from the opening sentence with its
allusion to the dark and bleak reality which faces the writer and which only the
writer's twin sister can save her from. There is a maturity to the writing and an
ease of control shown in the move from the complex opening sentence, followed
by an emphatic power of three sentence and the simple effectivesness of 'They
pity me when | look at her'. The answer moves effortlessly from the present, into
the past and back into the present tense without ever jarring the flow of ideas or
the connection with the reader. This response has a powerful emotional depth
which engages the reader throughout. The candidate shapes the audience’s
response with subtlety, and we get a real sense of the narrator's emotions and
relationship with their twin sister.

The candidate’s vocabulary choices are extensive and the precision with which
the candidate has selected words and phrases is sophisticated and used to
manipulate complex ideas. This can be illustrated in the sentence that describes
her sister the moment after the accident, 'Her once exuberant and lively face
was now pallid and as hollow as a cold shell abandoned on a wet beach'. The
figurative devices peppered throughout the piece are well managed and the
move into magic realism depicting the manner in which she holds Death at bay
is chilling and sinister. The candidate creates textual cohesion in a number of
ways. It brings the piece back to the hospital bed at the end, keeping the reader
guessing until the very end and creating a moment of pathos as the heart
monitor beeps and the sister opens her eyes. There is a subtle use of colour
motifs throughout from the white hospital room, the crimson blood and the
yellow van. Often people are only described as if they are colours, such as the
policemen who are only ever referred to as the 'men in black' or the paramedics
who are 'people dressed in green.' This gives the piece a dream-like quality at
times.

Paragraphing is well structured over the whole response and the piece builds to
its conclusion with style. The candidate has used a wide range of sentence
structures to good effect. It is worth noting that responses do not have to be
perfect to achieve full marks and this piece does have some errors in spelling. It
is important to recognise the impressive range of writing skills this candidate
controls and the sense of shape and control that it exhibits from the very start
and to reward this. Full marks are fully deserved and in many ways this answer
goes beyond what one might expected from a candidate in an unprepared 45
minute writing activity.
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Look at the way this answer focuses upon thoughts and feelings and prioritises
this over having to tell every detail of what actually happened. This creates a
strong connection with the reader.

us
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question5 & Question6 £

Write your answer to Section B here:
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< / ResultsPlus
'g//\\ Examiner Comments

This is an ambitious piece in which the writer takes an imaginative approach to
the question and strives to achieve effects, often with some clear success,
achieving Level 4 marks for both AOs. This organises material for effect although
the narrative might appear relatively ‘thin’ in that little actually happens. This is a
piece of writing, rich in imagery, in which the candidate develops atmosphere
and creates a clear series of pictures in the reader’s mind. Structural and
grammatical features are used deliberately such as the patterning in the
repeated use of the present continuous tense in the opening lines of the first
three paragraphs. Tone and register are used effectively to develop atmosphere,
such as the powerful image of the sun drowning in its own blood; information
and ideas are managed for effect, although not always securely.

The response builds up reader expectation through some tension towards the
climax of the story, a chilling conclusion suggesting that worse is to come,
reinforced by the deliberate use of ellipsis. Therefore, this achieves, using a ‘best-
fit' approach, Level 4, 16 marks.

In terms of AO6, the vocabulary is extensive such as ‘ethereal abyss’ and
‘sanguine’ although there are some errors in spelling. Sentence control is
sometimes inconsistent, but this rarely impedes understanding. There is
evidence of crafting when sentence structures are managed for deliberate effect,
such as the cumulative build-up in the penultimate paragraph on page 13,
beginning with one creature, then two and three and ending in 'an army' coming
out of the sea. As with AO5, there are features of Level 3 and Level 4, however a
‘best-fit’ approach to marking gives this a Level 4 mark of 11.

O\ ResultsP
\ Examiner Tip

us

Think carefully about the vocabulary and punctuation you use and what you
want your reader to know and understand. Try to include a variety of both.
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Question 6

As candidates have a choice of writing response, much of what was written to introduce question 5
applies here. The assessment objectives are identical to question five and the need to produce
writing that has impact and which is accurate, clear and coherent for the reader is equally
paramount. Candidates must choose one of the two questions available to them and are
recommended to spend 45 minutes on this section. One of the questions will always make
reference to a pair of printed images and in this instance, this was question 6 where candidates
were asked to write about a time when they were part of a crowd. There is a deliberate and
thematic link to the text that has been read for Section A and this is intended to encourage and
support candidates in their writing. Candidates are free to make use of the images, or not, as they
choose. Candidates wrote about a variety of crowd experiences including rock concerts and
festivals, demonstration rallies and sporting events. Some candidates based their writing closely
upon being part of the crowd featured in the passage without plagiarising it. There was a wide
range of responses which were lively and interesting to read.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question 5 Question6 N

Write your answer to Section B here:
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< / ResultsPlus
'g/\\ Examiner Comments

This response achieves Level 5 marks for AO5 and for AQ6. It is interesting to
note that this candidate has written a plan which includes details about
techniques to include alongside the content of each paragraph. It is important to
stress that marks are not awarded for writing plans and that candidates are not
required to write a plan for their answer.

This engaging piece moves easily between the first and third person with ease
and without ever confusing the reader, demonstrating a sense of authorial
detachment and control with a sustained use of effective tone and register. The
opening paragraphs set the scene for the reader creating mood and an
atmosphere of anticipation alongside vivid descriptions of sights and sounds of
the race. It becomes clear that there is a very deliberate and effective structure
in the paragraphing, carefully revealing each stage of the build-up to the start of
the race. This moment is powerfully captured in the single sentence paragraph
which is notable for its brevity and its imagistic language,'The flag drops in a flare
of green'. Overall this candidate manipulates some complex ideas using a range
of structural and grammatical features to shape audience response including a
one-sentence paragraph and a range of temporal connectives. Despite lacking a
powerful ending this meets the Level 5 descriptors for AO5 and was awarded 21
marks.

There is an extensive vocabulary used strategically, such as ‘flare of green’, ‘lion
hearted'. The use of punctuation is accurate and precise and a range of sentence
structures is used to achieve particular effects, such as the move from the
simple, one sentence paragraph to the complex, multi-clausal sentence of the
next paragraph as the drivers run towards their cars. This is a strongly engaging
response that combines strong organisational skills with expressive language
skills and a wide vocabulary and so achieves Level 5 marks for both AOs.

- ///
/ /

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

You may write about something that you are passionate about or know a lot
about, but don't forget the needs of your reader and what they need to know
and understand in order to fully engage with your writing.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box &. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross &.

Chosen question number:  Question 5 Question6 B
Write your answer to Section B here:
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This is a response that scores mid-Level 3 marks for both A05 and A06. The
opening concentrates more upon describing the character and appearance of
the mother than setting the scene. There is some confusion here about the
order of events. Once the story moves on to the halloween party there is a
deliberate attempt to develop atmosphere with expressions such as 'inched
through the darkness' and 'l ran. | ran like never have done before only leaving a
blur behind me'. Essentially the meaning is clear, and ideas are connected but
are not fully developed. It has a simple narrative structure with competent use of
paragraphing and there is evidence of selecting material and stylistic devices to
suit the audience and purpose. This does not meet the Level 4 criteria of
effective use of tone, style and register; neither does it organise its material for
particular effect across the whole of the answer. This meets the Level 3 criteria
and was awarded 12 marks for AO5.

In terms of AO6 there is some use of varied vocabulary e.g. ‘inched through the
darkness’, ‘ecstatic’ and although there are some spelling errors they do not
impede clarity. Punctuation is generally accurate and there is some attempt to
adapt sentence structures for effect. There is not a wide and selective vocabulary
in use and neither does the answer manage its vocabulary and sentence variety
for particular effect and so this achieves a mid-Level 3 mark of 8.

4B
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—

\

\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Remember that descriptive writing uses a wide variety of language features
including interesting word order and an interesting choice of verbs and nouns.
You should not just rely upon adverbs and adjecitves as a way of making your
writing more descriptive.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on the paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
* Read the passage in section A very carefully to avoid misunderstanding

* As you read, think about the different techniques that the writer is using, and how the reader
should react

* On question 3, you should write about both language and structure, paying particular attention
to the line references in the question

* Question 4 wants you to focus on evaluation. Look at the different techniques that have been
used by the writer and how successful you feel the writer has been.

* On Section B, think about your reader at all times, what you want them to know and how you
want them to react at different parts of your writing; then choose the best words, phrases or
techniques available to you to achieve those effects.

* Think carefully about how you will begin to write so that it is imaginative and engaging for your
reader from the very start

* As you begin to write, know where you will end. This will help you to write in a manner that is
cohesive and coherent for your reader.

* Check your work for accuracy of all sorts: spelling, punctuation and grammar. Re-read it at the
end, if you the time.

* Keep a close eye on the time during the examination and use the number of marks available for
each question as an indication of how long you should spend answering each question.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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