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Introduction
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language is a linear course. It consists of

two externally examined components and one endorsement for Spoken Language.

Paper 1 is worth 40% of the total GCSE and consists of two sections, lasting for one hour and forty-

five minutes in total.

Candidates are recommended to spend one hour on section A which is worth a total of 24 marks

and which tests reading with questions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract of approximately

650 words.

In the summer of 2019, this was an extract from Dombey and Son by Charles Dickens. There are four

questions on the text which are stepped in difficulty with the following mark breakdown: Q1 = 1

mark, Q2 = 2 marks, Q3 = 6 marks and Q4 = 15 marks. Questions 1 and 2 test AO1: Identify and

interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. Question 3 tests AO2: Explain, comment on

and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using

relevant subject terminology to support their views and Question 4 tests AO4: evaluate texts

critically and support this with appropriate textual references.

Section B tests writing and candidates are recommended to spend 45 minutes on this section

which is worth a total of 40 marks, giving the paper a total of 64 marks. In this section, there is a

choice of two writing tasks, linked by a theme to the reading extract. One of the writing tasks

provides two images that students can use to help them generate ideas for their writing. Students

can write a response that draws on just one or neither of the images.

This is an untiered specification and the choice of texts and questions set are such that all

candidates are able to access the paper and to show their abilities in reading and writing.

In the summer of 2019 candidates found the paper to be engaging and interesting and they

responded well to it.
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Question 1 

Question one is a single mark question which tests candidates’ ability to identify and interpret

explicit and implicit information and ideas. This low-tariff question is intended to lead candidates

into the examination and was successfully done by the majority of candidates in the summer 2019

paper.

The correct answer was 'morning'. The examples below indicate the most common responses with

many candidates able to successfully answer this question with a single word answer, though many

gave 'bright morning' and others gave the full phrase ‘the forlorn girl hurried though the sunshine

of a bright morning’; all of these responses were awarded the single mark that was available.

Where candidates were unsuccessful, they either did not supply an answer, chose a section of the

text from lines 1-2 which did not answer the question or chose text from outside the line references

given.

This is a single word answer that is correct and so achieves the

single mark available.

For Question 1, if the answer is only a single word, then that is all

you need to include to get the mark.
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This was the most common response. The candidate successfully

identifies the key word required and is awarded the mark available

for this question.

Even though you are quoting from the passage, it is not necessary

to use quotation marks in your answer.

GCSE English Language 1EN0 01     5



This answer successfully identifies the full phrase and is awarded

the available mark.

In order to be quick on this single mark question, candidates

should just write down the key word or phrase which is being

asked for. There is no need to explain or to add any words of your

own.
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Question 2 

Question two is worth two marks and, like question one, tests candidates’ ability to identify and

interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.

This question develops from question one by asking candidates to focus upon a longer section of

text and by allowing candidates to express answers in their own words as well as using quotations

from the text.

The question asked candidates to ‘give two emotions that Florence feels.’ The layout, with its use of

separate lines numbered 1 and 2 is intended to structure the answer for candidates and to ensure

that they include two distinct parts to their answer, in order to gain the two marks that are

available.

This question was answered successfully by the majority of candidates.

Where candidates were unsuccessful, they sometimes focused upon what Florence was doing,

rather than the emotions she was feeling whilst other unsuccessful answers referred to text from

outside the line references given.

This candidate correctly identifies two quotations from the same

phrase of the first line of the text and so is awarded two marks.

This answer makes use of the two lines to separate the two parts

of the answer.

Check that you are taking your answer from the lines given in the

question. Some candidates find it helpful to highlight or underline

those lines in the Reading Text Insert so they don't accidentally

make a mistake.
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The first half of this answer, under number 1, does not score any

marks as it mistakes the phrase, 'stunned by the loss of all she

loved' to mean that she feels love, when in fact the opposite is

true.

The second part of the answer correctly recognises that Florence

was lonely, which features on the mark scheme and so this answer

was given a mark of one. The spelling mistake is overlooked here.

Be sure to look closely at the wording of the question. Make sure

that you are addressing it directly and that you are not being

misled or confused by a word or phrase that you may have

misread.
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This answer does more than it needs to do to gain the two

available marks.

For both part 1 and part 2 of the answer, the candidate uses his or

her own words to explain their choice and then uses quotations

from the passage to support the answer.

The candidate successfully identifies that Florence feels sad and

also lonely, both of which feature on the mark scheme.

Quotations from the passage and candidate's own words are both

acceptable for Question 2. It is not necessary to offer an

explanation for the choices you have made.
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Question 3 

Question three is worth six marks and tests candidates’ ability to explain, comment on and analyse

how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant

subject terminology to support their views.

The most notable feature of this question is that it asks candidates to comment upon both

language and structure. The mark scheme is split into three levels of two marks each with the

instruction that, ‘responses that are unbalanced cannot access Level 2 or above.’ This is an

important feature and one that centres should be aware of and should ensure that their students

are fully aware of.

Candidates should use the mark tariff as a guide about how much to write in response in this

question and it is quite possible to attain all six marks in the space available. It was a feature of

some responses in the summer 2019 paper that candidates spent too long responding to question

3 at the expense of later questions on the paper. In order to access the marks in levels two and

three, it is not necessary for the language and structure comments to be equally weighted, only

that the answer must contain an analysis of both.

Stronger answers were those that offered an analysis of both features and which were focused

upon how these were used to describe the moment when Diogenes (Di) finds Florence. Weaker

responses wrote about only language or structure or only offered comments upon features and did

not clearly explain the effects that the writer had sought to achieve and were not able to to

examine in detail those features and so reach the marks in levels two and three.

A small number of candidates failed to achieve marks on this question as they did not restrict

themselves to the line references given in the question.
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This is a very strong answer that successfully interweaves

language and structure analysis and identifies a wide range of

features.

This answer begins by identifying the creation of tone as a

structural feature and a means of description.

The answer then goes on to look at the connotations of the word

'familiar', it identifies the use of a short sentence, an exclamation

mark, the power of three, repetition and the use of a rhetorical

question.

Throughout the answer, there is a strong focus upon how effects

are achieved by the writer and how these are intended to

influence the reader.

The answer is well supported by quotations which are well chosen

and precise. The answer concludes with a subtle point about the

creation of guilt, amongst a range of other feelings.

This answer meets all of the criteria required for full marks and

demonstrates how it is is possible to achieve full marks within the

available space on the paper.

Above all else, this is an answer that is closely focused upon

addressing the question and not merely feature-spotting elements

of language and structure.
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Always focus upon the line references given in the question. Read

the wording of the question carefully to give you your focus and

recognise that language and structure are tools used by writers to

achieve particular effects; they are not an end in themselves.
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This answer begins with a point about structure, identifying the

use of a complex sentence, and then going on to offer a

supporting reference and explaining that it is used to create a fast

pace in the passage.

The middle paragraph focuses upon word-level features with an

interpretation of the effect of 'glad' and 'ring'. At this point, the

answer is capable of moving out of Level 1 as it contains relevant

comments for both language and structure. The quotations are

explained in relation to the question: 'shows he was excited',

'showing he was loud.' This response is written using a PEE

structure.

The final paragraph is less successful in the quality of its

explanation.

In summary, this answer meets the criteria for a Level 2 mark in its

ability to explain and its selection of references, however it lacks

the quality of analysis seen in the previous example and which

would be necessary for a Level 3 mark

There is not a set number of features that need to be identified in

Question 3, however the wider the range of features that you can

identify will give you more scope to show your understanding of

the writer’s craft.
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This is an example of an answer that is unable to progress beyond

Level 1 because it does not contain any consideration of language.

The answer consists of two paragraphs, structured along PEE lines

with one focusing upon the use of lists and the other upon the use

of exclamation marks.

Despite some well-referenced support and some clear points

being made this answer is unable to progress out of Level 1

because it contains no language points. As a result this answer

achieves the top Level 1 mark available.

This answer contains a crossed-out section. Please note that if

there is a crossed-out section of writing within the rest of the

response, then the crossed out section will not be marked.

Make sure that you are fully aware of how Question 3 is marked,

so that you always include a response to language and to

structure as part of your answer.
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Question 4 

Question four is the highest mark tariff question in Section A and candidates would be wise to

ensure that they allocate sufficient time to this question.

This question tests candidates’ ability to evaluate texts critically and support their evaluations with

appropriate textual references.

The focus of evaluation is upon how well something has been achieved, not merely upon how it has

been achieved; it is an assessment of the relative success of the writer rather than simply an

explanation of the techniques that have been used. It is true that in order to offer a meaningful

evaluation one must be able to show a well-informed understanding of the text and be able to

support this with close reference to the text.

The focus of this question was upon the creation of Florence's thoughts and feelings. Once again,

candidates must focus upon the question asked if they are to be successful. Better answers offered

wide-ranging evaluations that were closely focused upon the Assessment Objective and which used

apt text selection to support the points being made. Weaker answers were often brief and showed

only a partial understanding of the text, which limited their ability to evaluate how successfully the

writer had achieved those effects.
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This is a strong Level 5 answer that shows a sustained focus on the

demands of the question and there is a strong sense of evaluation

throughout.

The answer begins with a perceptive comment about setting and

the use of the simile and uses this to identify Florence's feelings of

loss and hopelessnes, so showing a close focus upon the question.

The paragraph is strongly evaluative as it develops its comments

upon the night and how Dickens uses this to present an aspect of

Florence's thoughts and feelings.

The answer develops to look at the creation of feelings of

loneliness through the use of sybillance and the point made about

'distancing' is particularly perceptive. By now one is clearly seeing

a sustained quality to this answer, combined with a consistent

focus upon being evaluative and developing a detached and

critical overview of Dickens and his methods.

The answer continues to show an impressive breadth of sensitivity

to Florence's thoughts and feelings as it moves on to consider her

feelings of confusion, panic and desperation. The evaluative

comment towards the bottom of page two about the lack of

uniformity that Dickens creates through the use of juxtaposition of

paragraph length and sentence length as a means of showing

Florence's confusion and paranoia is particularly subtle and

impressive.

The final section of the answer recognises the creation of positive

feelings of hope and optimism and is equally strong in its

commentary and textual support.

For a 15 mark question, you should try and include as wide a

range of features in your answer as possible. That will give you

more to write about.
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This is a mid-level 4 response.

The response begins by analysing Di and Florence's reunion with

some supporting references. There is a clear comment and

support structure in place and a well-developed comment in the

sentence that begins, 'This implies.'

There is a clear analysis of guilt and loyalty and a well-developed

treatment of the theme of loneliness and a perceptive comment

made about the 'sole survivor' image.

The treatment of setting lacks appropriate support and is less

successful than the first page of the answer, though still valid.

The point made about being 'outdoors' is quite general and is not

closely focused upon the text. The conclusion tends towards

simple recap.

In summary, this is an answer that has well-informed and often

well-developed critical commentary with some attempt at

evaluation. Some sections are less well developed in their critical

judgement and the selection of references is not detailed for a

Level 5 answer.
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You should try to recognise the difference between AO2 and AO4.

This question is looking to reward answers that can, 'Evaluate texts

critically and support this with appropriate textual reference'.

Make sure that as you go through your answer that there are

times when you are saying how well something has been done

rather than just explaining how it has been achieved.
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This is a mid-level 3 answer as it achieves two out of the three

bullet points in the mark scheme but does not really provide

'informed judgement'.

The answer begins in quite a general manner, tending to list

techniques at this stage without identifying where these feature in

the text and more importantly, not identifying any of Florence's

thoughts and feelings. The answer begins by successfully

identifying a technique being used and offering supporting

reference, but there is little or no informed judgement or analysis

offered.

The conclusion that this technique 'gives the reader an indication

as to where the story is heading' is vague and is not focused upon

the question. Similarly, the quotation 'without a thought, without a

hope, without a purpose' is left without any further comment

upon Florence's thoughts and feelings beyond the imprecise

observation that it shows her, 'what she is getting herself into.'

The answer continues in this fashion, able to identify some

elements of technique, such as the use of the third person or the

use of metaphor, also able to find supporting references, but

frequently unable to offer any informed judgement upon the use

of these techniques, such as 'The writer narrates the story as it

goes along.'

The most successful part of this answer is the paragraph about the

'wound' where it starts to explain the references it uses with a

greater sense of clarity.

There is some use of evaluative language in this answer but it

seems to have been chosen almost at random as the answer

tends towards explanation, lacking the evaluative skills to move

into Level 4.

Some candidates find that using PEE structure is a useful support

in helping them to structure their response. Whatever system you

choose, always be clear about the point that you are making and

where in the text this can be found.
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Question 5 

The specification entitles this section, ‘Imaginative Writing’, and it is worth reminding yourself about

the range of what that entails.

There is no set text type for this section; candidates are expected to produce clear and coherent

text and to write for impact. Each question tells candidates that their work will be marked for the

accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar. The question is

marked against two assessment objectives and does not include a separate mark for SPAG.

The two assessment objectives are:

AO5 which assess how well candidates can communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively,

selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences; and

in addition how well they organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical

features to support coherence and cohesion. This Assessment Objective is worth 24 of the 40

marks available.

AO6 accounts for the remaining 16 marks and assesses how well candidates use a range of

vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and

punctuation.

Candidates must choose one of the two questions available to them and are recommended to

spend 45 minutes on this section. One of the questions will always make reference to a pair of

printed images and in this instance, this was question 5 where candidates were asked to write

about a time when they were lost or they lost an important possession. There is a deliberate and

thematic link to the text that has been read for Section A and this is intended to encourage and

support candidates in their writing. Candidates are free to make use of the images, or not, as they

choose.

In the summer of 2019, question 5 was the more popular of the two writing questions and seemed

to generate wide range of responses. Some themes were fairly common, e.g. lost in woods, lost

headphones and mobile phones, lost keys, lost jewellery, lost heirlooms with sentimental value,

gifts from now deceased relatives, unrevealed mystery items; stories where the protagonist was

lost, many hiking and camping trips, jungle warfare scenarios, stalkers and killers, haunted houses,

car breakdowns, secret tunnels and bunkers, lost dogs, pop concerts, children lost in shopping

precincts and parks, and on wrong buses. Less literal responses involved lost youth, lost love,

heartbreak, breaches of trust, estranged parents, bereavement, and even time slip adventures.

Most candidates were able to complete a piece of writing in the available time. For those who had

not left sufficient time for the writing they should be aware that the mark scheme makes specific

reference to structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion, therefore

incomplete texts will not be able to access the full range of marks that is available for this question.

There was a wonderful range of writing with many candidates creating a genuine connection with

the reader, crafting a response that had emotional depth, accessible characters as well as a defined

narrative structure. The question invites candidates to write about an experience that is real or

imagined. Whichever is chosen, it is important that candidates remember the purpose of the

writing task is to write clear and coherent texts and they should avoid the tendency to prioritise

remaining true to a factual recount of a real incident over the opportunity to be creative in their

imaginative use of language.

Weaker answers were often incomplete, lacking in accuracy or assumed an understanding of
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character or setting that was not shared with the reader, making it difficult to fully engage with

what was written.
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This answer represents a mid-level 3 response for both AO5 and

AO6. The candidate deliberately adopts a colloquial tone and uses

direct address and a rhetorical question to engage the reader

from the opening.

However, some of the intended effects are not realised. The

response employs dialogue which is essentially accurate but

prosaic, doing little to shape the drama or having a conscious

impact upon character development or plot, such as, 'As we left

the house she says to, 'make sure you've got everything' to which I

replied, 'yes I've got everything.'

The writer indicates in the opening paragraph that the story will

tell the tale of a lost mobile phone, yet there is little narrative

direction in the first part of the answer. Later, there is some

attempt at creating tension and expressing emotion, but this is not

successfully achieved.

The coherence of the narrative and the deliberate use of tone and

dialogue lift this out of Level 2 for A05, however it cannot move

beyond Level 3 because of its inability to write for effect and its

lack of grammatical features that would create a greater sense of

cohesion and interest.

There is some use of varied vocabulary such as 'anxious and

worried' and some irregular spelling that is accurate, such as

'squeezing'. However, there is not a wide or selective vocabulary in

use and at times the vocabulary is repetitive and lacking in interest

for the reader.

Always have your reader in mind when you write. It is more

important to engage, interest and entertain them than it is to

remain true to retelling your story.
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This is a Level 4 response that has been carefully organised for

particular effect; this can be seen from the opening lines with its

deliberate attempt to engage through the use of punctuation,

layout and sentence variety.

The single word paragraph, 'Clang!' takes the reader directly into

the action using in medias res before adopting a familiar, but

effective, flashback structure.

Throughout the answer, there is a deliberate and slow release of

information which builds tension and interest and the successful

creation of a narrative hook by the end of the first page with the

boyfriend's dying wish and the mysterious rumours of what lies

within.

The writer uses a range of techniques to interest the reader such

as direct address, 'you may be asking', and a structure that

develops and then modifies a refrain, 'I was in ..'

There is a wide and selective vocabulary in use, with some slips in

meaning, such as 'tediously' and at other times, a lack of selection

or control that one would expect to see of a Level 5 writer: 'my

arms visibly, vigorously, violently and uncontrollably shaking from

the turmoil.'

There is a good use of varied punctuation including semi-colon

and ellipsis though control of tense is not always secure. This

achieves a Level 4 mark because of its success in creating

particular effects, its control of structural and other grammatical

features and its wide and selective vocabulary, however it lacks the

sophistication and control that would be seen in a Level 5 answer.
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Question 6 

As candidates have a choice of writing response, much of what was written to introduce question 5

applies here.

The assessment objectives are identical to question five and the need to produce writing that has

impact and which is accurate, clear and coherent for the reader is equally paramount. Question six

also had a thematic link to the passage with its focus upon when you felt happy or relieved about

something.

There was a wide range of response which were lively and interesting to read. Topics included

fugitive stories, rollercoasters, results day, exams, sports matches, beauty contests, hospital

treatment, family reunions, sci-fi pirate attacks, emotional breakdowns, escapes, burglaries,

insanity, mad inventors, gangsters, and several instances of ‘It was all a dream!’

Mood pieces with no discernible story were fairly common, with some atmospheric and stylistic

effects. Some of the more successful mood pieces seen this year tended towards the apocalyptic;

the least successful strained in pursuit of undisclosed mystery items that were never found, often

struggling to sustain interest for the reader. Some responses demonstrated admirable literary

qualities in the style of Edgar Allan Poe, ‘When Marnie Was There’, H.P. Lovecraft’s ‘The Dreamquest

of Unknown Kadath,’ Lord Dunsany, A Game of Thrones, and ‘Lord of the Flies.’ There were others

that drew upon Star Wars and Harry Potter fan fiction.
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This is a shaped and organised answer that attracted full marks for

both AO5 and AO6.

The piece has an engaging opening with a single word sentence,

artfully followed by a complex sentence which uses its extensive

vocabulary to quickly evoke a sense of place and time.

Short sentences are skilfully deployed by this writer for dramatic

effect, 'I wasn't scared' and 'I was alive'. Dialogue is used sparingly

but highly effectively to develop an understanding of character,

relationship and to set up the central drama.

Imagery is carefully chosen throughout to echo the effects of

water, 'carp', 'sirens' and 'pondweed.' The helps to bring a subtle

sense of cohesion to the piece and underpins the surface detail of

drama and near-death experience.

The AO6 element of the answer is not perfect but the vocabulary is

extensive and the structure is ambitious, deserving full marks. This

answer manages to create all of these effects in a little more than

two pages admirably demonstrating to all that well-crafted writing

is not dependent upon length, but solely upon quality.

Some writers feel that they must write many pages in response to

Section B. This is not always necessary. A useful piece of advice to

many writers is to write a little less, but craft a whole lot more; put

more deliberate thought into the effects you are trying to achieve

and the techniques you are using.
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This is a mid-level 5 answer that strongly shapes the reader's

response to create a strong emotional connection with the writer.

The answer begins in media res and uses triplets in the first two

sentences for a powerful opening, ably supported by exclamation

marks. This creates a tone of breathless excitement whilst the

reader is still in the dark as to the reason for the overwhelming

joyousness of the writer.

The shift into direct speech and the use of a rhetorical question at

the start of the next paragraph demonstrates the easy control of

the writer and maintains variety and interest for the reader.

A variety of techniques is employed throughout the piece such as

deliberate sybillance, 'stroked soft skin' to create a soft

sensuousness and the use of simple temporal connectives, 'Nine

months later'.

The final page demonstrates the ability of the candidate as the

deliberately monosyllabic dialogue "i love him', 'so do I' is replaced

in the next paragraph by a complex image of the teardrop being

absorbed by the baby's blanket being like his son, who will absorb

all of the love that the father will give to him in his lifetime.

Structurally, there is a deliberate repetition of 'I fell' at the end and

the final couplet is deliberate and subtle, 'I felt invincibly happy

and undeniably complete.' There are occasions where the answer

lacks some sophistication which has prevented it from going to the

top of the level.

For AO6, there is a wide variety of vocabulary and a precise use of

punctuation on display. This candidate succeeds in sharing a

strongly emotional moment in his life through the careful use of a

variety of techniques including a balance of poignant imagery and

expressive vocabulary.

You may choose to write about something that means a lot to you

and may make you feel very emotional. Remember to stay in

control of your writing and to remember the needs of your reader

and what they need to know and to understand if they are to

share your thoughts and feelings.
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This is a Level 2 response.

It uses a straightforward and direct register and tone. There is

some awareness of the reader and it does attempt to employ

some strategies, but not always successfully.

The answer starts in the middle of the action and tries to create

drama, but the single paragraph and the absence of some

punctuation inhibits the reader's understanding at times.

There is some confusion over tenses, 'runs to the phone' as the

candidate attempts to manage the time-shift in the story, 'my

mum had finally got here.'

There is some correctly spelt vocabulary but it is not sufficiently

varied to move it out of Level 2, such as the attempt at poignancy

with 'I looked into his small tiny eyes', when in fact both adjectives

mean the same thing.

The final sentence shows an ability to write coordinated sentences

though not to control complex sentences. There are some longer

sentences which are not always well controlled and the use of

commas and full stops is imprecise.

The answer achieved a top Level 2 mark for AO5 for its ability to

express and order information and for its adoption of a deliberate

tone and its attempts to create effects for the reader. For AO6 it is

a mid-level 2 response because of the range of correctly spelt

vocabulary and its sentence control.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Read the passage in section A more than once and very carefully, identifying the different ways in

which the writer has tried to engage you as the reader. Highlight or underline any techniques

that you notice, so you can spot them when you begin to answer the questions.

You may want to highlight or underline the lines that are asked about in certain Section A

questions - that will help you stay on track when you answer those questions.

Pay particular attention to the opening and closing of the text as these are important points for

any writer and they will help you to see how the writer has shaped their text to initially gain the

interest of the reader and then to leave them at a particular point.

On Question 3, try to cover points on both language and structure within the time allocation that

is appropriate to the six marks the question offers. There is no need for an introduction or

conclusion on this question.

On Question 4, try to do more than just identify the different techniques that have been used by

the writer; try to explain how successful you feel the writer has been.

On Section B, when you are writing, always think about your reader, what you want them to know

and understand and how you want them to react at different parts of your writing; then choose

the best words, phrases or techniques available to you to achieve those effects.

Think carefully about how you will begin to write, so that it is imaginative and engaging for your

reader from the very start.

As you begin to write, try to know where you will end. This will help you to write in a manner that

is cohesive and coherent for your reader.

Take care throughout with accuracy of all sorts: spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Keep a close eye on the time during the examination and use the number of marks available for

each question as an indication of how long you should spend answering each question.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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