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Introduction

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Language is a linear course. It consists of
two externally examined components and one endorsement for Spoken Language.

Paper 1 is worth 40% of the total GCSE and consists of two sections, lasting for one hour and forty-
five minutes in total. Candidates are recommended to spend one hour on section A which tests
reading with questions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract of approximately 650 words.

There are four questions on the text which are stepped in difficulty with the following mark
breakdown: Q1 =1 mark, Q2 =2 marks, Q3 = 6 marks and Q4 = 15 marks.

Questions 1 and 2 test AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.
Question 3 tests AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to
achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views and
Question 4 tests AO4: evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references.

Section B tests writing and candidates are recommended to spend 45 minutes on this section
which is worth a total of 40 marks, giving the paper a total of 64 marks. In this section, there is a
choice of two writing tasks, linked by a theme to the reading extract. One of the writing tasks
provides two images that students can use to help them generate ideas for their writing. Students
can write a response that draws on just one or neither of the images.

This is an untiered specification and the choice of texts and questions set are such that all
candidates are able to access the paper and to show their abilities in reading and writing. The
candidature of the paper increased in 2018, indicating its relative popularity with centres and in the
summer of 2018 candidates found the paper to be engaging and interesting and they responded
well to all questions.
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Question 1

Question 1: The majority of candidates successfully achieved the one mark that was available for
this question.

The intention of this low mark tariff question is to help candidates to settle and to improve showed
their confidence at the start of the examination. This question requires understanding of the first
part of bullet 1 of AO1: identify. The examples below indicate the most common responses with
most candidates able to successfully answer this question with a single word, numerical answer,
though the answer 'several' was accepted as was the full phrase, 'three or four’; all of these
responses were awarded the single mark that was available.

In the few instances where candidates were unsuccessful, they either chose a section of the text
from lines 1-3 which did not answer the question or chose text from outside the line references
given. The two important pieces of advice for this question is to focus only upon the lines given and
to read the question so as to select the correct information. This question asks for a word or phrase
and it is not necessary to offer any explanation or justification to achieve the one mark that is
available.

SECTION A: Reading
Read the text in the Reading Text Insert provided and answer ALL questions.
You should spend about 1 hour on this section.
Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1 From lines 1-3, identify a word or phrase that explains how many men are coming up
the stairs.

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

N ZResuIts@lus
\/'“‘"'%‘ Examiner Comments

This candidate correctly identifies one of the acceptable answers from the
given lines and achieves the one mark that is available.

/X

\Qﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Make sure that you quote accurately from the passage using only words from
the passage and not using your own words.
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1 From lines 1-3, identify a word or phrase that explains how many men are coming up
the stairs.

e SN A QN VIR 0’\ ________________________ oL PDM ________ [0 1 m—

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate chooses the other section of text that contains the correct
answer to the question and so achieves the mark that is available for this
question.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Look at the line references carefully and make sure that you choose words or
phrases from that section of the text and not from anywhere else.

1 From lines 1-3, identify a word or phrase that explains how many men are coming up
the stairs.

__________________________________________ Vater That  Wly  (hSm+ Seadl pen, "

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate includes more words than is necessary to secure the available
mark. Yet they have clearly made a selection from the passage and so has
fulfilled the requirements of the Assessment Objective.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Make sure that you select only a word or phrase to answer the question. If
you copy a large part of the given lines, you will not be given the mark as you
will not have made a selection of the key word or phrase needed.
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Question 2

Question two is worth two marks and, like question one, tests candidates’ ability to identify and
interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.

Candidates generally fared well on this question often including more points than needed as key
phrases were copied appropriately. The most popular answers on this question were ‘in a flash’ and
‘darted’. Candidates who tried to ‘use their own words' often made a generalised comments that
were not sufficienly focused to achieve the marks .

This question develops from question one by asking candidates to focus upon a longer section of
text and by allowing candidates to express answers in their own words as well as using quotations
from the text. The question asked candidates to ‘give two ways in which the speed of events is
shown.’ The layout, with its use of separate lines numbered 1 and 2 is intended to structure the
answer for candidates and to ensure that they include two ways, in order to gain the two marks
that are available.

This question was answered successfully by the majority of candidates. Where candidates were
unsuccessful they struggled to pick out potential answers or in using their own words lacked the
precision needed to gain the marks. Other unsuccessful answers referred to text from outside the
line references given.

Many students made the same error - either writing out extensive quotations which showed their
lack of confidence or quoted too much and just happened to have the correct answer within the
quote.

This cost many students a second mark on the question, while others also lost out by using quotes

which were not on the mark scheme. So practising locating individual words or phrases would help
to ensure students continue to respond well to this question.

2 From lines 4-14, give two ways in which the speed of events is shown.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

\\\

< / ResuitsPlus
"}/‘\H‘ Examiner Comments

'Darted through' and 'in a flash' both successfully show the speed of events in
this part of the passage and so this answer achieves two marks. This is a
succinct and focused response to the question that chooses to use
qguotations rather than the candidate's own words.

6 GCSE English Language 1ENO 01



ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make sure that you only refer to the section in the lines given and do not
quote from, or make reference to, things that happen elsewhere in the
passage.

2 From lines 4-14, give two ways in which the speed of events is shown.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

YK e chect... 1?"\(3«611243‘-\” ............................

Ih A UU;_\;J mucne
o tue QMI@

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of an answer that does more than it needs to do to gain
the two marks available. There will always be more words and phrases for
you to find than the minimum number identified in the marks.

‘ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Use the layout of the page and the numbered lines in the answer to help you
lay out your answer clearly, makng sure that you have given two distinct
points in your answer.
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2 From lines 4-14, give two ways in which the speed of events is shown.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

1 ~ wne n ‘Su&-e{\\.ﬁ = S\(\OW‘ VN ‘LL3+ Sf'?. ed ch:a. {‘B

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The answer achieves two marks because it successfully identifies two of the
phrases from the mark scheme. However, this answer also chooses to try and
offer some explanations for the phrases it has selected. The question does
not ask you to do this and whilst it is not incorrect, it does take up valuable
time doing something in the examination that you don't have to do. It also
suggests that the candidate may not have read the question carefully and
may not be fully clear about what is being asked for. Nevertheless, it achieves
full marks.

‘ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always read the question carefully and make sure that you only do what the
question asks you to do.
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Question 3

Question three is worth six marks and tests candidates’ ability to explain, comment on and
analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using
relevant subject terminology to support their views.

The most notable feature of this question is that it asks candidates to comment upon both
language and structure. The mark scheme is split into three levels of two marks each with the
instruction that, ‘responses that are unbalanced cannot access Level 2 or above.’ This is an
important feature and one that centres should be aware of.

However candidates should use the mark tariff as a guide about how much to write in response in
this question and it is quite possible to attain all six marks in the one page provided in the answer
booklet. The issue of candidates spending too long on Q3 for the six available marks was raised
with centres following the 2017 examination. That situation has improved but there are still a
number of candidates spending too long responding to this question, at the expense of later
questions on the paper. Centres should note that In order to access the marks in levels two and
three, it is not necessary for the language and structure comments to be equally weighted, only
that the answer must contain an analysis of both.

Less successful answers sometimes made little reference to the focus of the question, ‘tension’; in
addition, some candidates wrote only about language or structure, often quite well, but could not
achieve more than 2 marks. Stronger answers were those that offered an analysis of both features
and which were focused upon how these were used to show the narrator’s thoughts and feelings.

Weaker responses wrote about only language or structure or only offered comments upon features

and did not clearly explain the effects that the writer had sought to achieve and were not able to to
examine in detail those features and so reach the marks in levels two and three.

The most popular responses focused on the use of rhetorical questions for language and the use of

short sentences for structure.

GCSE English Language 1ENO 01

9



3 Inlines 15-26, how does the writer use language and structure to build tension?

Support your views with reference to the text.
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N < Results
/\ Examiner Comments

This answer successfully presents language and structure analysis and so
does not limit its access to the full range of marks. The candidate looks at the
relevant semantic field appropriately and is focused and selective in its use of
support. There is a simple and effective comment on the verb ‘run’ made
appropriately. The second paragraph moves on from language analysis to
make structural points about exclamation marks, the use of repetition and an
interesting interpretation of sentence length. There is a consistent focus on
the question throughout and analysis of both language and structure that
includes features of vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and other
language features that meets all of the demands of Level. The answer selects
references with discrimination and uses them to clarify the interpretations
made. Above all else, this is an answer that is focused upon addressing the
question and not merely feature-spotting elements of language and
structure. It achieves the six marks available.

r

\ Examiner Tip

It is important to include comments on both features of language and
structure. If you do not do this, you will limit the range of marks that your
answer can be awarded.

GCSE English Language 1ENO 01
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3 Inlines 15-26, how does the writer use language and structure to build tension?
Support your views with reference to the text.

gral  senterces

iy e Ty g

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer has been included as an illustration of one that cannot move out
of the Level 1 mark range because it only contains comments about
structure. The first paragraph is correct in what it says but there is no textual
evidence used in support of the point made about sentence lengths. the
candidate is not able to offer any explanation as to how these are used to
build tension. Therefore the answer is limited to Level 1 because of its lack of
language points and within that it scores the lower of the two marks available
because of its inability to explain. This answer scores one mark.

Wq/m,,w
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4 '\\‘

<\ ResultsPlus
\\}; Examiner Tip

This question always asks, 'how does the writer', and so you must make sure
that you explain your ideas clearly rather than simply finding relevant
quotations or identifying that a particular language feature is used.
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3 Inlines 15-26, how does the writer use language and structure to build tension?

Support your views with reference to the text.
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T i3~ (Total for Question 3 = 6 marks)
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/ Results¥lus

xaminer Comments

/S

This is an example of a mid-range response that scores a mark within Level 2.
The initial point about structure comments on the use of the comma to
exaggerate the pauses as a means of creating tension. The comment is
repeated and is not very detailed, but it does represent a valid explanation
and interpretation that this makes it more ‘intense and manic'. The candidate
adds another structural point towards the end of the answer about rhetorical
questions and, although it is able to find relevant quotations, the explanation
is clearly weaker than the point made in the first paragraph. The language
point comments on the verb ‘dared’ and then identifies ‘quicken’ and ‘stride’,
so there is some attempt at looking at word level detail. The answer achieves
a mark of 3 because it comments upon language and structure though the
quality of explanation is not sufficiently developed for a mark of 4.

ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Make sure that you always comment upon the reader and explain how the
techniques used by the the writer are intended to affect them.
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Question 4

Question four is the highest mark tariff question in Section A and candidates would be wise to
ensure that they allocate sufficient time to this question.

This question tests candidates’ ability to evaluate texts critically and support their evaluations with
appropriate textual rerences. The focus of evaluation is upon how well something has been
achieved, not merely upon how it has been achieved; it is an assessment of the relative success of
the writer rather than simply an explanation of the techniques that have been used.

Some candidates wrote successful analysis responses but lacked the evaluative language and the
insights needed to access the higher mark levels. On the contrary, some students used evaluative
language but used evidence in a limited way and were unable to explain the evidence in any detail.
Answers which were Level 1 or 2 were often shorter and showed a limited understanding of the
whole extract and the way the narrator's thoughts and feelings changed throughout the extract,
which was crucial in being able to answer this question successfully.

It is true that in order to offer a meaningful evaluation one must be able to show a well-informed
understanding of the text and be able to support this with close reference to the text. The focus of
this question was upon the narrator's changing thoughts and feelings. Once again, candidates must
focus upon the question asked if they are to be successful. Better answers offered wide-ranging
evaluations that were closely focused upon the Assessment Objective and which used apt text
selection to support the points being made. These answers often wrote about how a range of ideas
in a section of the text worked together in a successful way for example, ellipsis, fragmented
sentence structures and the emotive language was successful in communicating how panicked and
distressed the narrator was. Weaker answers were often brief and showed only a partial
understanding of the text, which limited their ability to evaluate how successfully the writer had
achieved those effects.
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4 In this extract, there is an attempt to show the narrator’s changing thoughts and
feelings.

Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)
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/ Results¥lus

xaminer Comments

/S

This is a response in Level 3. The opening paragraph is largely a restating of
the question and does not attract any marks. The second paragraph identifies
a spirit of optimism in the protagonist though it is not accurate to describe
this as 'laid back' as the situation is a very tense one. There are some
appropriate references such as those dealing with rushing around and the
candidate is able to explain some thoughts and feelings with some comment.
Judgement is not always informed as there are some general comments
made, such as that about justification, which is not wholly clear. The Level 3
descriptor of ‘explanation’ is exemplified by the comment about rhetorical
questions and the relevant supporting reference. This sits in the middle of
Level 3 as there are some straightforward opinions about the text that do not
really move into ‘informed judgement’ (bullet point 2 of the Level 3 criteria.)

ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Some candidates may find it useful to use a familiar way to structure their
answer, such as PEE.
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4 In this extract, there is an attempt to show the narrator’s changing thoughts and
feelings.

Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.
Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is brisk, focused and evaluative throughout; it starts with
strongly evaluative language ‘masterfully manipulates’ and makes a comment
about both tone and pace in this introduction. In the second paragraph there
is a strong comment about the man’s ‘confident and bold’ actions. The third
paragraph regarding the tonal shift shows a detached critical overview. There
are particularly strong sections of this answer dealing with self-doubt and
with the decline in his faculties towards the end of the passage which are
representative of a sustained critical approach to the text throughout. The
focus is precise and there are well-chosen embedded quotations used
consistently. A strongly evaluative approach is adopted and interpretations
are nuanced and for all of these reasons the answer was awarded a top Level
5 mark of 15
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<\ ResultsPlus
\\}; Examiner Tip

You should make sure that you are doing more than a language analysis and
that your answer deals with how well you think the writer has achieved
certain effects, rather than just explaining what they are.
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4 |n this extract, there is an attempt to show the narrator’s changing thoughts and
feelings.

Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a Level 4 mark that gains a mark of 10. This candidate starts with a
comment about ‘several men’ and then ‘three or four’ as a means of
identifying that he is nervous. This is a valid but rather weak point. The
second paragraph is stronger where it speaks of fate and comments on the
repetition of ‘ruined’ which has a focus on thoughts and feelings. Subsequent
paragraphs have an apt selection of references. There is evaluation at the
bottom of the second page where the dreamlike quality is identified as being
created through the use of rhetorical questions.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

When you use quotations from the text, try to make sure that you are saying
something about them and the techniques used and you are not simply
repeating them in your own words.
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Question 5

The specification entitles this section, ‘imaginative Writing’, and it is worth reminding yourself about
the range of what that entails.

There is no set text type for this section; candidates are expected to produce clear and coherent
text and to write for impact. Each question tells candidates that their work will be marked for the
accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar.

The question is marked against two assessment objectives and does not include a separate mark
for SPAG. The two assessment objectives are AO5 which assess how well candidates can
communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register
for different forms, purposes and audiences; and in addition how well they organise information
and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion. That
Assessment Objective is worth 24 of the 40 marks available.

Assessment Objective 6 accounts for the remaining 16 marks and assesses how well candidates use
a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling
and punctuation.

Candidates must choose one of the two questions available to them and are recommended to
spend 45 minutes on this section. One of the questions will always make reference to a pair of
printed images and in this instance, this was question 5 where candidates were asked to write
about a time when they met somebody new. There is a deliberate and thematic link to the text that
has been read for Section A and this is intended to encourage and support candidates in their
writing. Candidates are free to make use of the images, or not, as they choose.

In the summer of 2018, question 5 was the more popular of the the two writing questions and was
the most closely connected with the Section A passage. Many candidates wrote about childhood
experiences and incidents of unfairness they had been involved in. Most candidates were able to
complete a piece of writing in the available time. For those who had not left sufficient time for the
writing they should be aware that the mark scheme makes specific reference to structural and
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion, therefore incomplete texts will not be
able to access the full range of marks that is available for this question.

There was a wonderful range of writing with many candidates creating a genuine connection with
the reader, crafting a response that had emotional depth, accessible and rounded characters in a
defined narrative structure. The question invites candidates to write about an experience that is
real or imagined. Whichever is chosen, it is important that candidates remember the purpose of the
writing task is to demonstrate their writing skills and they should avoid the tendency of some
candidates to prioritise remaining 'true' to a factual recount of a real incident over the opportunity
to demonstrate an imaginative and creative use of language. Weaker answers were often
incomplete, lacking in accuracy or assumed an understanding of character or setting that was not
shared with the reader, making it difficult to fully engage with what was written.

Many answers followed a similar narrative - doing ‘something you should not have done'- the
images included led to many similar answers. Many students seemed to write from personal
experience on this one and it led to a lot of good responses. There was a surfeit of ‘doing
something wrong and keeping it from parents 'although many inevitably turned Q5 into a murder
story and Q6 into all variety of unpleasant secrets! It was nice to see many students attempting to
use the techniques they'd identified in section A, and there were a lot of responses in the style of
the extract but it allowed candidates to write believable and often engaging accounts. As would be
expected the better candidates often supplemented these with a bit of a twist which took them to
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the higher levels of performance. There were a couple of ‘adoption’ stories which were very
powerful. Many responses were at band 3 or low band 4 - solid responses but without the
sophistication and imagination that is needed for a level 5 response. Sometimes narratives would
just end abruptly - something that emphasises a lack of thought and craft. Overall, vocabulary and

sentence structure were of a good quality.

Chosen question number: Question5 X Question 6

Write your answer to Section B here:
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Examiner Comments

This is an engaging and creative piece of writing that was awarded full marks
for AO5 and AQ6. It is a response that draws its readers in and which shapes
their response with subtlety, building to a powerful conclusion. The candidate
has sustained the style and tone throughout the response. The opening
sentence is intriguing and the use of (unpunctuated) direct speech is the only
direct reference to the question set. This opening paragraph contains some
interesting sentence variety and an ambitious vocabulary, such as the use of
'ribboned' to describe her mother's sleep. The tone is foreshadowed through
the reference to sorrow and grief, although at this stage the narrative is still
relatively light and innocent. The personification of the sea as an extended
metaphor and as an adversary is established from the opening sentence - “It
was beckoning to me” - and this is cleverly sustained throughout - “the
water's vengeful grasp”. The end of the first page strengthens the change in
tone, but then pulls back with the alliterative use of 'warm words' and the
comforting, 'embracing'. The reader is pulled up short by the abruptness of
the short sentence at the start of the next paragraph. The graphic imagery of
being violated is intensified by the deliberately choice of 'shoved' as a crude
and violent choice of verb. The piece ends powerfully and with a well-
controlled complex sentence depicting the sea as a predatory, powerful and
vicious killer. The narrative is structured chronologically beginning with the
initial “beckoning”, moving through different stages and ending with the
narrator becoming the “next victim”. There are a wide range of structural and
grammatical features that support cohesion and coherence. Spelling is
almost entirely accurate, and writing is punctuated for effect and to aid
emphasis and precision. This is a powerful and disturbing piece of writing
that sustains and builds throughout, and which engages the reader
throughout.

GCSE English Language 1ENO 01

31



/// N

4 '\\‘

<\ ResultsPlus
\\}; Examiner Tip

You should use your experiences as a reader to inform your own writing. Use
the same techniques that you have seen other writers use. Make those
techniques your own by adapting them to your own purposes.
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Chosen question number: Question5 Question 6
Write your answer to Section B here:
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an answer that scores in Level 4 for both A0O5 and A06. The answer
chooses to start in media res with a powerful and intriguing opening. The
purposefully enigmatic introductory paragraph sets the scene with the use of
short sentences and repetition for effect. A narrative hook is used - “All this
for a bag of cash.” There is an effective use of sentence variety though the
intensifier of 'It hurt a lot' is relatively simple and lacks the sophistication that
one would expect for Level 5. The final paragraph on page one shows that
this candidate has absorbed and can use the conventions of the thriller or
spy novel, with its frequent use of short sentences for effect and its
paragraphing which is effectively used to create quick ‘edits’ from scene to
scene within the narrative. The use of dialogue adds interest and shows a
further use of conventions. The third paragraph has a build-up of tension
through description and this is continued in the fourth paragraph with
phrases such as "earthquake like". Sometimes this answer strives a little too
hard for effect such as in "dried sweat condensing”. A wide and selective
vocabulary is used - oblivion; motionless; penetrated. Punctuation is mostly
reliable although direct speech not punctuated properly. The answer ends
strongly with a twist to the original question posed in the first paragraph - “I
even lost myself”. Spelling mostly reliable although ‘to” and ‘conscience’ are
spelled incorrectly throughout.
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Examiner Tip

You may use ideas and techniques that you have met in your own writing but
you must make them own and not simply plagiarise the work of other writers.
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<\7\ ResultsPlus
\/'“"‘4 Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 response that has a number of strengths, but which lacks the
consistency and the deliberate management of technique needed for a Level
4 mark. The opening paragraph sees a deliberate attempt to set the scene
and to create a carefree mood through its vocabulary choices and its use of
familiar tropes such as the warm sun and the chirping birds. Paragraph two
sees the development of the plot and the deliberate use of short sentences.
The candidate uses ellipsis twice within the same paragraph which is not to
be recommended. Certain punctuation marks are better used sparingly so as
not to diminish the effect that they have. There is a deliberate use of the trees
a structural pointer in the piece to mark both the journey from and back to
school, with the corresponding mood being created. The answer lacks a clear
conclusion with the confusing image of 'cheshire cats begging for
forgiveness.' Despite that the answer consistently strives for effect (“A wave of
anxiety hit us.”) sometimes overreaching itself and impeding the effectiveness
of its own communication (“slowly stumbled our way over them”). For AO6, a
varied vocabulary is used - luscious; venture; stumbled; reluctantly - with
spelling mainly but not wholly accurate, and mainly accurate punctuation.
Sentence structure (e.g. “Nobody dared do it. Ever. But we did...”) is used to
contribute positively to effect. All of this places this answer securely in Level 3.

/\ ‘
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Always try to think of the effect that you will have on your reader and choose
your words, techniques, punctuation and sentence structure accordingly.
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Question 6

The assessment objectives are identical to question five and the need to produce writing that has
impact and which is accurate, clear and coherent for the reader is equally paramount.

Question six provided candidates with a picture stimulus and an invitation to write about about a
secret. This produced a wide range of writing from John Le Carre-style spy stories to a number of
stories detailing when they finally came out to their fiends and family about their sexual
orientation.

There was a wide range of responses which were lively and interesting to read. Examiners report
that spelling was generally accurate but that centres should focus upon the range and accuracy of
punctuation. It seemed that some candidates had been had clearly been told that they needed to
include more advanced punctuation and so semi-colons were sometimes liberally sprinkled across
writing, though this was often without real undersatnding or for any particular effect. Comma
splicing continues to be an area to work on. Timing is something that all candidates need to be
aware and the short responses for section B suggests that some candidates ran out of time and
quickly rushed to get to the question.
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Chosen question number: Question 5 Question 6 B8
Write your answer to Section B here:
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a powerful piece of writing that shapes the audience response with
subtlety. It begins with direct speech which captures the reader from the start
and which sets up an intriguing narrative hook that is returned to at the end,
producing a strong sense of textual cohesion. There is a strong first-person
voice used throughout and a sustained use of tone/style and register
throughout. The character of the narrator is purposefully devised to have a
psychological complexity and intensity that is impressive when completed in
exam condition as and in a limited time-frame. The answer uses a wide and
selective range of sentence structures with a complex sentence often
deliberately followed by a short sentence for effect, such as, “I will never tell
him anything”. The overall structure is well considered with a return to the
arrest and declaration of non-cooperation and the narrative the flashback is
well integrated. In terms of A0O6 there is an extensive vocabulary used
throughout: - interrogation; incarcerated; proclaiming; indoctrinated;
paroxysm. There is a precision in punctuation used to create a subtle effect
and a variety of tones: "I, naturally, was indoctrinated."
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Examiner Tip

.
\ _
< ResultsPlus

You should know what you are going to write about and where your writing is
going to end before you begin. In that way you will build a greater sense of
textual cohesion.
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Chosen question number: Question 5 Question 6 M

Write your answer to Section B here:
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Examiner Comments

This is Level 2 answer that demonstrates a straightforward use of tone and
style with some awareness of the reader. The opening sentence lacks the
originality or stronger engagement that has been seen in the other student
answers in this report. It focuses clearly upon the question and sets up the
idea of the secret which will be revealed. It is explained in the second
paragraph in a straight forward manner. There is an attempt at self-
deprecation through the use of “but theres [sic] me”. Some complication is
added to the narrative through the introduction of the diary, the candidate is
clearly making direct use of the picture stimulus from the examination paper
at this point. However, the device of the 'secret book' is undeveloped and the
narrative itself is relatively simple and fairly brief. It is uncertain whether the
ending is intended to be humorous “I've only ever kissed one” or is intended
to be an allusion to fairy stories where frogs are kissed and traditionally turn
into Prince Charmings. In terms of A06, punctuation is used though it is not
always accurate or reliable and some sentences are lengthy. There is a range
of simple vocabulary used with fairly accurately spelling but there are errors,
such as 'frace' and 'discusting'

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Just because you know something in your own head, do not assume that your
reader knows and understands things in the same way that you do. Think of
your reader as an interested stranger that you may need to explain things to
that you know very well, such as things about familiar people (my mum) or
place (my school).
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on the paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Read the passage in section A very carefully, identifying the different ways in which the writer has
tried to engage you as the reader.

Pay particular attention to the opening and closing of the text as these are important points for
any writer and they will help you to see how the writer has shaped their text to initially gain the
interest of the reader and then to leave them at a particular point.

On question 3, you must try to cover points on both language and structure within the space you
have been given and with a time allocation that is appropriate to the six marks the question
offers. There is no need for an introduction or conclusion on this question.

On question 4, try to do more than identify the different techniques that have been used by the
writer. You should explain your ideas on how successful you feel the writer has been.

Whichever writing question you choose, always think about your reader, what you want them to
understand and how you want them to react at different parts of your writing; then choose the
best words, phrases or techniques available to you to achieve those effects.

Think carefully about how you will begin to write so that it is imaginative and engaging for your
reader from the very start. If you are telling a true story it is more important to write clearly and
showing your writing skills than it is to stick to the real story as it happened.

As you begin to write, you should know how you will end this piece of writing. This will help you
to write in a manner that is cohesive and coherent for your reader.

Take care throughout with accuracy of all sorts: spelling, punctuation and grammar.
Keep a close eye on the time during the examination and use the number of marks available for

each question as an indication of how long you should spend answering each question. If you
have time left at the end you should check your work carefully.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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