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Introduction
This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and 
comments for a selection of questions. The exemplification will come from questions which 
were the most popular choices for candidates.

The entry was very small for this series.

On this tier, candidates were required to identify three specific language features from an 
extract and then analyse the language more widely, following a series of bullet points. They 
also had to select another extract for detailed analysis. Also, for the writing task, there was 
an emphasis on transactional writing, again requiring candidates to follow a series of bullet 
points. 

The responses of candidates had many positive features.

Examiners were impressed by:

•  evidence that the majority of candidates had understood the content and ideas in the 
chosen texts

•  the ability of many candidates to select suitable examples of the writer’s language and 
to offer relevant comment that related these examples to the writer’s ideas 

•  lively writing on the chosen topic that showed an appropriate form, a suitable register 
and the ability to engage with the intended readership with clear ideas.

Less successful responses:

• showed an insecure grasp of language (for example, confusion over terms) or of ideas 
and failed to support their points by appropriate textual evidence

• had limited points or relied too heavily on narration of events 

• wrote reasonably clearly about a topic, but without a secure control of language or 
ideas.

In the Reading section (Section A) the overwhelming majority of candidates chose to 
respond to Question 5, ‘Of Mice and Men’. 

Section A (Reading)

All comments made by examiners relate to Question 5 as there were very few responses 
to other texts. The majority of candidates were able to respond to the text and relate their 
comments to the text with better responses having a clear focus on the language and sound 
understanding of the text. 

Section B (Writing):

The majority of candidates offered, at their level, a good attempt to communicate their ideas 
in both tasks. The stronger answers were differentiated from the weaker both technically 
(at the top end, meaning was communicated clearly, with sound spelling) and in terms of 
the capacity to sustain a clear sense of audience and purpose. Examiners commented on 
the enthusiasm of candidates for their chosen topic and that despite some weak language 
controls candidates often presented their ideas persuasively.
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Question 1
Touching the Void

This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.

Question 2
Anita and Me

This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.

Question 3
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.

Question 4
Heroes

This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.
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Question 5
Of Mice and Men

The majority of responses were to this question.

ai) This short starter question requires candidates to focus on specific language features, 
either grammatical features such as parts of speech or devices such as imagery or sound 
effects. The majority of candidates were awarded three marks for this question. Where 
candidates did not get the full three marks on this question, this tended to be due to 
candidates incorrectly identifying an example for the feature given. There is still confusion 
about the names of language features. Examiners commented that a number of candidates 
incorrectly identified rhetorical questions and candidates should be reminded that not all 
questions are rhetorical. A few candidates still gave the example given in the question. 
Candidates’ performance on this question did not necessarily correlate at all closely with 
their responses elsewhere on the paper.

aii) On the whole, candidates seemed to be well prepared for the question. The extract 
provided lots of opportunities for candidates to engage with the language and to explore 
different relationships between characters. There were a number of different approaches 
candidates took in responding to this question. Some just focused on Curley’s wife. Others 
just focused on what the extract shows about George and Lennie. More successful responses 
tended to explore the description of Curley’s wife as well as how George and Lennie interact 
with her. 

Better candidates had a secure focus on language and the intended effects. 

Most responses selected relevant references from the extract and better candidates were 
able to make a range of points about Curley’s wife. Comments on the implications of the 
repetition of the colour red and the blocking of the sunshine were effectively explored by 
many candidates. Many candidates successfully explored how George responded to Curley’s 
wife, particularly the use of the adverb ‘brusquely’ and what the use of the short sentence 
‘Well he ain’t now’ might suggest about George’s attitude towards Curley’s wife. Many 
candidates considered how Curley’s wife acted ‘playfully’, often linking this to how she had 
‘thrown her body forward’ showing she is flirty. Better responses contrasted the differing 
reactions of both George and Lennie to Curley’s wife and what this showed about their 
role in the ‘father-son’ relationship they have. More successful candidates tended to also 
consider how Slim and Curley’s wife interact in the extract. Furthermore, some candidates 
also explored how Curley’s wife was ‘apprehensive’ linking this to how she ‘hurried way’ 
contrasting how Curley’s wife appears confident until she becomes concerned she might get 
caught by Curley. Several candidates attempted to consider the use of ‘archly’ and ‘brittle’ 
but were rarely successful. Many responses identified the terms ‘tramp’ and ‘jailbait’ but 
failed to explore why these had been used. 

Weaker responses made limited comments. 

Some candidates used ai) as a step into the question but this only really worked if the 
techniques had been correctly identified in ai) and if the candidate could comment on the 
chosen features in sufficient depth.

Examiners commented that some candidates were able to focus on word level analysis. 

b) The most popular choices were the scene in the barn with Lennie and the scene in 
Crooks’s room.

Candidates showed that they had been taught well and were able to go through the text 
commenting on suitable phrases and words. There were many reasonably sound responses 
which engaged fully with the ideas of the chosen extract and offered personal comments on 
language and what it showed. Stronger responses were able to explore the implicit meaning 
of the individual words and develop points made by adding further references from across 
the chosen part of the text to support their points. 
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Candidates who chose the part when Curley’s wife was with Lennie in the barn commented 
on her dream of being in the movies, how she ‘consoled’ Lennie and her motivations for this, 
as well as considering how Curley’s wife opened up to Lennie. Many candidates commented 
in detail on her demanding nature and her torrent of words. There was also some 
exploration of how Curley’s wife was presented in her death and how the real girl emerged 
but one examiner commented that points about her appearance were rather limited to 
saying Curley’s wife had now reached her peace. 

Candidates who chose the part where Curley’s wife is in Crooks’s room were able to explore 
language successfully, considering the differing reactions of Lennie, Crooks and Candy to 
Curley’s wife. Candidates commented on how Curley’s wife ‘flared up’, her initial interactions 
with the men to get attention and also then how she used her power to belittle the men. 
There was often comment on the derogatory language she used towards the men e.g. 
‘bindle stiff’. More successful responses also centred on her treatment of Crooks and how 
his behaviour changes in this part. Inevitably the use of the term ‘nigger’ was explored 
at length but better answers looked at how Curley’s wife used her perceived power to 
dominate the trio, with only Lennie oblivious to her put downs. There was also discussion on 
her motive for seeking out the others who were also left behind and how it magnified her 
loneliness when her new husband continued to make his visits into town with the other men. 
Responses that were less successful selected parts where Curley’s wife was not  actually 
present but other characters were just discussing her, particularly Candy calling Curley’s 
wife ‘a tart’. Candidates could not find sufficient points and generally produced undeveloped 
responses. Less successful responses gave a rather general overview of Curley’s wife and 
her treatment, particularly her name, and what this showed about the treatment of women 
at the time. 

Weaker responses tended to be brief and undeveloped or narrative.

There were a few responses where parts (aii) and part (b) were intertwined so it was 
sometimes difficult to determine when they were exploring another part of the text for part 
(b). 

On the whole, responses were well-supported. More candidates were also focusing on 
individual words used.

This is the whole of a response to Question 5aii.
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There is generally sound understanding of the text with mostly 
clear reference to the extract to support points made although 
the quotations are long. Mark 11 out of 13, Band 4.

Examiner Comments

A more developed response to language and careful 
selection of short quotations to support points made 
would push this into Band 5. 

Examiner Tip
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This is the whole of a successful response to Question 5aii.
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This is a response to Question 5b.

The response shows sound understanding of ideas in the text 
with clear reference to the extract to support the comments 
made. Mark 13 out of 13, Band 5.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should pick out individual words or short 
phrases to comment on, and focus on the writer's 
techniques and the effects that these have on the reader.

Examiner Tip
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There is generally sound understanding of the text with mostly 
clear reference to the extract to support points made. The 
quotations used are very long but there is comment on each 
one. Mark 16 out of 24, Band 4.

Examiner Comments

Closer focus on the writer’s use of language by 
selecting and commenting on a wider range of 
individual words and their effects would have been 
needed to achieve Band 5.

Examiner Tip
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This is a successful response to Question 5b.
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This is a successful response to Question 5b.
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Note how the candidate has selected 
appropriate quotations and clearly 
explained the effects of individual 
words and phrases.

Examiner Tip
There is sound understanding in a clear 
response. There is a range of sound 
points supported by clear references 
to the chosen text. Mark 24 out of 24, 
Band 5.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
Rani and Sukh

This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.

Question 7
Riding the Black Cockatoo

This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.

Question 8
To Kill a Mockingbird

This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.
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Question 9
Volunteering

The majority of the candidates chose this question.

AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and ideas:

The topic was accessible and the majority of candidates had relevant ideas. The more 
successful responses adopted an engaging, persuasive tone, through the choice of 
vocabulary, sentence variety and carefully selected ideas for the audience. These responses 
clearly identified a charity and how volunteers could help. 

There were quite a range of approaches to this question. Some candidates clearly identified 
a specific local charity whereas other candidates discussed more generally helping charities 
and the importance of this. The more successful responses identified a specific role for 
potential volunteers (what they could actually do to help). They also clearly identified who 
would benefit from the volunteer work as opposed to the ‘needy’ in general terms. Many 
mentioned the benefit of adding volunteering to their CV in supporting job and university 
applications but better responses explored what the individual could gain by giving up their 
time to help those in need.

There were some really effective responses with carefully selected vocabulary to appeal 
to the audience. There was generally a clear awareness across the responses of this being 
a speech, with many candidates offering opportunities for questions or signing up at the 
end of the speech. Rhetorical questions, use of three, direct address, quotes from other 
volunteers and statistics were all devices used to appeal to the audience.

Weaker responses did not have a strong or consistent sense of audience and purpose and 
sometimes weak language controls. Less successful responses were more limited in the 
detail they gave, often due to not considering a particular charity or charitable cause that 
would benefit. Weaker responses tended to be brief, often lacking paragraphs and clear 
development of ideas.

AO4(iii) (Spelling, punctuation and grammar):

Better candidates were able to use a range of sentence types (for effect) and were also 
able to use a range of punctuation appropriately. Spelling was generally accurate in the 
better responses. Weaker candidates had problems with spelling, sentence structure and 
demarcation and some inconsistent use of capital letters. Comma splicing and missing 
apostrophes were identified as problems by examiners. 

A noticeable spelling error was ‘volunteer’ (despite it being in the question). There were also 
problems with homophones.

This is a successful response to Question 9.
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Notice the range of ideas and the clear register the 
candidate has used.

Examiner Tip

The response has a clear sense of purpose and audience and 
evidence of crafting. Mark 16 out of 16, Band 5. There is sound 
control of expression and meaning and a reasonable selection 
of sentence structures are used. Punctuation and spelling are 
mostly accurate. Mark 8 out of 8, Band 3.

Examiner Comments
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This is a less successful response to Question 9.
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Think about how to demonstrate a secure sense 
of audience and purpose by using a range of 
writing techniques.

Examiner Tip

The ideas are sometimes appropriate but not fully developed. 
Mark 8 out of 16, Band 3. The writing is sometimes accurate 
but there are errors. Mark 5 out of 8, Band 2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10
The Biggest Influence in My Life

AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and ideas:

Better responses were well organised with clear ideas, often presented in a lively response. 
There did seem to be a strong sense of purpose and audience across many of the responses. 
Many candidates clearly wrote for the needs of a teenage audience, evident through their 
choice of vocabulary and including ideas relevant to teenagers. There were also quite a few 
responses which appealed to the reader to share their own influences in life. The chosen 
influences covered a wide range, family members and celebrities being quite common 
choices. 

Other influences included footballers, You tube contributors, religion and teachers. Whilst 
a few candidates, who chose a family member as their biggest influence, noted in their 
responses that the reader would probably consider this to be quite a ‘boring’ choice of 
influence, some responses provided reasoning which was rather personal and handled in a 
mature way, detailing family problems they encountered as they were growing up and how 
certain individuals got them through this.

Other candidates chose famous people as their biggest influence. This did appear to 
disadvantage some candidates if they chose a celebrity they didn’t know much about! 

Weaker responses did not have sufficient relevant ideas and were not able to develop their 
response. Weaker candidates often made general comments about influences on teenagers 
and lost focus on the task. One examiner commented that in some weak responses 

it was obvious that candidates had hardly been influenced in any way by anyone.

Some examiners commented that the task was quite challenging for the weaker candidates 
and that the bullet points seemed to limit their response rather than aiding development of 
ideas. However, on the whole, responses were well developed.

One examiner commented that there were many interesting responses.

AO4(iii): Spelling, punctuation and grammar:

Similar points were made by examiners to those on Question 9.

This is a successful response to Question 10.
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Notice how the candidate has used a range of 
techniques to produce a lively and engaging response.

Examiner Tip

The ideas are clear and appropriate and there is a clear sense 
of audience and purpose. The response is quite lively and 
engaging. Mark 16 out of 16, Band 5. There is sound control of 
expression and meaning and a reasonable selection of sentence 
structures are used. Punctuation and spelling are mostly 
accurate. Mark 8 out of 8, Band 3.

Examiner Comments
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This is another response to Question 10.
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There is a generally sound grasp of audience and purpose with 
generally appropriate ideas. Mark 11 out of 16, Band 4. The 
writing is sometimes accurate but there are errors. Mark 5 out 
of 8, Band 2.

Examiner Comments

Remember to try to develop your ideas fully and give 
yourself time to check your work carefully.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Candidates engaged well with the ideas and themes of the texts studied. They were 
prepared for the tasks and made some comments on the writer’s language and techniques, 
although not always successfully.

On the writing tasks, the enthusiasm with which some candidates wrote was evident, 
although some candidates did not develop their ideas sufficiently. The better responses were 
accurate but weaker responses had spelling and punctuation errors.

Section A (Reading)

Based on their performance in this section, candidates are advised to:

•  make sure they clearly underline the chosen word/phrase and correctly identify the 
language features for part (a)(i)

• keep focusing on the writer’s language and techniques and try to comment on how 
effective the language is in influencing their views of the writer’s ideas

• carefully choose a single second extract for part (b) and make sure it is not too long

•  keep focus on the task for part (b) and remember to comment on the writer’s use of 
language – do not slip into narration.

Section B (Writing)

Based on their performance in this section, candidates are advised to:

• carefully choose the task so they have sufficient ideas

• write with a clear sense of audience and purpose

• try to develop their ideas so their responses are not simply a list of points

• focus on accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar

• give themselves time to check through their writing for errors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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