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Introduction 

This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and 
comments for Questions 1–10.  

Examiners are looking above all for signs that candidates are responding in a mature 
and reflective way to the language and ideas of prose writers and are communicating 
effectively on the selected topic.  

The responses of candidates had many outstanding features such as:  

● evidence that candidates knew how to deal precisely with the language of the 
extract they were faced with and concentrate on the author's purpose and 
methods of presentation  

● the widespread ability to select an appropriate passage from another section of the 
text and offer informed comments, exploring a wide range of language features 
and linking these to ideas and themes 

● personal writing which showed a strong sense of purpose and used a register 
which engaged effectively with the specified audience.  

Less successful responses:  

● relied heavily on narration of events  

● showed an insecure grasp of language (for example, confusion over terms) or 
failed to support points with appropriate examples  

● struggled to sustain ideas or develop arguments in any depth and did not 
demonstrate a secure control of language.  

Overall, it was felt that the candidates had responded well and appropriately to the 
tasks. They had engaged effectively with the chosen prose text and wrote detailed, 
perceptive answers, which explored ideas, themes and language techniques. There 
were was excellent quality in some of the writing responses. Many candidates showed 
a strong sense of purpose, and it was clear that centres had devoted time to 
developing the skill of writing in particular registers and for specific audiences. The 
more successful responses were hence clearly differentiated from those where the 
candidate offered a personal opinion or viewpoint, but seemed to forget about writing 
for an audience. 
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Section A 

Question 1 

Touching the Void  

1(a): From the small number of responses, there were some effective answers which 
discussed the range of emotions experienced by Joe. Some of the more successful 
candidates were able to highlight his determination and explore the sense of anti-
climax experienced at the end of the passage. Less successful responses showed 
generally sound understanding of his character and feelings, but without developing in 
any depth the connection made between techniques and presentation of ideas.  

1(b): The choice of an appropriate second section of the book was made by most 
candidates. The most popular choices were Chapter 9, where Joe attempts to climb 
the slope, and Chapter 10, where he crawls across the ice. Candidates could usually 
provide clear textual references to illustrate the strength of Joe’s character in tackling 
the difficulties he faced. They were able to identify and explore a range of techniques, 
and link them to ideas and feelings.  

  

This is an extract from the central part of a detailed response to Q1(b).  

 

 

examiner comment 

The candidate sees how Joe has a sense of anti-climax from having 
achieved his aim, but this is not explored in any depth and there is 
little attempt at language analysis. 

The response was awarded 1 mark out of 16, a Band 1 response. 

 

examiner tip 

The answer would need more development to qualify for a higher band.  
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This is an extract from the central part of a detailed response to Q1(b).  

 

 

examiner comment 

This is an extract from a well developed response, which consistently 
used convincing, relevant quotations to support a sustained 
interpretation of Joe's strength of character. It was awarded 22 marks 
out of 24, a Band 5 response.  

 

examiner tip 

Note how the candidate explores the effect of a key word from the text. 

Question 2 

Anita and Me  

2(a): There were a limited number of responses to this question. These did, however, 
indicate that candidates had engaged well with the extract and had an understanding 
of Meena’s feelings about her grandmother. Many candidates were amused by her 
possessiveness and the phrase ‘sodding granny’ was the one most frequently quoted. 
One examiner wrote that 'Candidates were more alert to the use of humour in the text 
than seen previously'. Meena's fury that Pinky and Baby were greeted before her was 
frequently mentioned and some candidates were then able to explore her pleasure at 
noting Nanima's confusion over their identity.  

Some answers, however, did not focus on Meena’s reaction and gave a general 
account of the importance of Nanima to the whole family. Less able candidates simply 
narrated events and used quotations to support comments on these events, rather 
than to explore the effects of the language techniques used.  
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2(b): Candidates usually chose an appropriate extract to discuss how Meena was 
influenced by her family in another part of the novel. Chapter 5, where Meena dances, 
elicited some sound comments and language choices, as did Chapter 6, the arrival of 
Sunhil.  

This is the opening section of the response by one candidate to Q2(b), focusing on 
how Meena is influenced by her family in one other part of the novel. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a sound response, with points clearly made, and there is sound 
understanding of how techniques contribute to the presentation of 
ideas. This was not sustained throughout the answer, however, and it 
was awarded 6 marks out of 24, a mark in the Band 2 range. 
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examiner tip 

It is important to sustain coverage of the passage by discussing a 
range of techniques. 

Question 3 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress  

This text was not chosen by many candidates.  

3(a): Those candidates who attempted this question often sustained a range of points 
on the terrible effect that working in the coal mine had on the boys; for example, 
'There was a distinct awareness of the misery of the conditions suffered by the 
narrator and Luo' and ‘This infernal ordeal’ was frequently quoted and the image of 
the game of Russian roulette was explored in detail.  

3(b): Candidates were able to choose a relevant extract relating to another of the 
narrator’s experiences in the novel. The most popular was when the boys hide in the 
house of Four-Eyes. There was emphasis on the use of short sentences to create 
tension, and more able candidates also pointed out the underlying humour of the 
episode. The traversing of the perilous ridge was also an appropriate choice of 
passage as it provided many opportunities for language analysis.  

This is an extract from a sustained response to Q3(a), where the candidate makes a 
good range of points, which are supported by relevant textual details. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate makes a good range of points and detailed analysis of 
language is shown, although there is an unfortunate error in identifying 
'Russian Roulette' as a simile. This was awarded 9 marks out of 16, a 
high Band 3.  

 

examiner tip 

Look closely at the way this response explores the impact of key 
words. 

Question 4 

Heroes 

4(a): This was a slightly more popular choice this series. Candidates recognised the 
strained nature of the relationship between Francis and Nicole and there were many 
references to Francis’ guilt and how he is unable to put this into words. Many 
candidates also commented on Nicole's anger and lack of forgiveness for Francis, 
which was shown by the harshness of her voice. There were also many comments on 
the use of repetition, short sentences and descriptions of Nicole’s body language, to 
create tension. There was considerable sympathy for both characters. Several 
candidates used brief quotations very effectively to explore the resonance of the 
religious imagery in the passage.  

Less able candidates understood the question but worked through the passage 
describing the dialogue, rather than commenting on language.  

4(b): Responses tended to focus on the relationship between Francis and Nicole in 
another part of the novel, although this was not specified in the question. The most 
popular extracts were their first or last meetings. Some candidates struggled to 
sustain language development but there was thorough understanding of ideas and 
themes. The choice of the rape extract provided some confident explorations of 
Francis’ reactions as he hid outside. Another popular choice was when Francis returns 
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to visit Larry LaSalle. However, a common problem here was that some 
candidates focused on the reactions of Larry rather than on Francis.  

  
Some of the less successful responses tended to narrate the table tennis victory.  

This is an extract from a response to Q4(a), showing the tension between Francis and 
Nicole. 

 

 

examiner comment 

The candidate shows generally sound understanding but there is some 
narrative. This was awarded 2 marks out of 16, a Band 1 mark. 

 

examiner tip 

The answer would need more interpretation of language to qualify for a 
higher band.  



 

GCSE English Language 5EN2H 01 10 

This is an extract from a response to Q4(b), discussing the visit of Francis to Larry 
LaSalle. 

 

 

examiner comment 

There is a developed interpretation of ideas and sustained relevant 
quotations to support the response. It was awarded a mark of 13 out of 
24, a Band 3 mark. 
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examiner tip 

Candidates should consider how, with a slightly stronger interpretation 
and focus on the effects of language, this response could have moved 
into Band 4. 

Question 5 

Of Mice and Men 

This was by far the most popular question.  

5(a): The full range of ability was encountered and there were candidates who 
commented with insight on a wide range of techniques. Most candidates understood 
the awkwardness of the atmosphere and were able to discuss how this was presented. 
They were able to identify how tension was created by use of the repetition of ‘silence’ 
and through short, abrupt sentences. More able candidates offered perceptive analysis 
of the responses of individual characters, such as the way Slim tries to make 
conversation and the way George cannot bring himself to deal the cards. Some of the 
less successful answers, however, dealt only with the reader’s reactions. There was 
also, sometimes, little distinction made between the individuals and they were 
grouped together as 'the ranch workers'.  

There was a great deal of empathy for Candy and, at the stronger end, a detailed 
distinction was made between Carlson’s apologetic tone, when he leads the dog 
away, and his lack of subtlety when he questions Slim's comment about the shovel. 
There was some misunderstanding in the less successful responses of his ‘evil 
intentions’. Many candidates were confident in identifying language features but there 
was the usual spotting and mixing up of simile and metaphor, not to mention verb, 
adjective and adverb.  

5(b):  The most common choices of passage for this answer were the fight between 
Lennie and Curley and the death of Curley’s wife. The shooting of Lennie was also 
popular. On the whole, candidates demonstrated a really confident understanding of 
the text and of how Steinbeck presents people’s reactions to an event. There was a 
high degree of engagement across the ability range and considerable empathy with 
the characters, linked with a good understanding of the themes and the text as a 
whole.   

A common pitfall, however, was to discuss only George’s reaction or, as in Section A, 
focus solely on the reader. There were also several candidates who chose the passage 
immediately after Curley’s wife’s death and wrote convincingly about the atmosphere 
in the barn but without any focus on the reaction of a person. This illustrates the 
danger posed by preparing a particular passage without close reference to the 
question.  
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This is an extract from a response to Q5(a), where the candidate discusses a number 
of language techniques.  

 

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a sharply-focused answer, with embedded quotations used 
effectively, although the adverb 'gently' is incorrectly named as an 
adjective. 

 

examiner tip 

This answer has an assured focus on language techniques but 
candidates should make sure these are correctly identified. 
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This is an extract from a response to Q5(b), where the candidate writes about the end 
of the novel. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate shows a generally sound understanding but tends to 
generalise and there is little language analysis. This is a Band 1 answer 
and a mark of 4 out of 24 was awarded. 

 

examiner tip 

This was an appropriate choice of passage but there needs to be a 
much closer focus on language. 
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Here is an extract from a response to Q5(b), where the candidate discusses the men's 
reactions to the death of Curley's wife. 
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examiner comment 

The response is a confident one, with a good range of points and an 
assured understanding of how techniques are used to present the 
men's reactions. It was awarded 17 marks out of 24, a Band 4 mark. 

 

examiner tip 

For a Band 5 response, candidates need to think about how comments 
could have been developed yet more fully so as to demonstrate a really 
perceptive grasp. 

Question 6 

Rani and Sukh 

This was not a popular choice.  

6(a): The answers on the extract provided were sound or better, with few at the 
top or bottom end of the range. Most candidates recognised that the passage built up 
to a climax and there was good discussion of what led up to this. Some less 
able candidates tended to describe the extract, with frequent references to the text 
but little analysis of the effects of techniques. However, the most effective responses 
dealt well with the priest's and Resham’s initial lack of understanding of the activity 
with the police cars, enhanced by the use of dramatic irony in the dialogue between 
them. There were also many comments on the description of Resham’s body language 
as he moves towards his home and on the use of abrupt sentences and short 
paragraphs to create the tension and horror of the death at the end.  

6(b): The most popular extracts chosen to illustrate the importance of violence were 
Billah’s death or the football match. Both were appropriate choices and provided 
ample opportunity to explore language techniques. Although this was done thoroughly 
at the top end, as in part (a) there was also a tendency to narrate events.  
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This is the first part of a response by one candidate to Q6(a), looking at techniques 
used to influence the reader's view of the events leading up to Sukh's death. 
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examiner comment 

This is an assured response which explores a range of techniques 
and makes pertinent comments on how these are used to present ideas 
and atmosphere. The response sits comfortably in Band 4 and was 
awarded 11 marks out of 16. 

 

examiner tip 

Note the way the candidate identifies a number of language features 
and also shows the effects of their use. 
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Question 7 

Riding the Black Cockatoo 

7(a):  There were few very responses to this text. Most candidates were able to select 
relevant quotations to support a sound understanding of the reactions to John’s story 
about the skull ‘Mary’. Almost all responses commented on Craig's amusement by 
John's confusion about the tribal map and then went on to consider Rob's reaction to 
being informed about the skull having been kept on the mantlepiece.  

7(b):  There were a number of possible extracts to choose from in order to show 
different attitudes towards Mary in another part of the book. One appropriate example 
chosen was from the end of Chapter 2, where Danalis looks back over the forty years 
that Mary had sat on the mantlepiece. Another which worked well was from the 
ceremony in Chapter 11. Both extracts provided a variety of attitudes to comment on.  

This is an extract from the middle of a response to Q7(a), exploring how language 
influences the reader's view of the reactions to John's story. 
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examiner comment 

There is a thorough understanding of the use of imagery to present a 
character's reactions to John's story, although there is incorrect 
labelling of one of the devices. The candidate was awarded 8 marks out 
of 16, a Band 3 response. 

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should make sure that language features are correctly 
identified. 

Question 8 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

A variety of responses to this text was evident.  

8(a): This section offered candidates a number of language features such as 
repetition, short sentences for dramatic effect, adjectives, adverbs and dialogue. The 
more able candidates engaged with the extract in detail and analysed how tension had 
been built by the author’s choice of language. Candidates commented, not just on the 
setting, but on the change in atmosphere and perception of the place and the social 
context it depicts. There were some assured responses which used embedded 
quotations effectively and were able to recognise more subtle points, such as that 
‘bullet-headed’ suggested that Lula was aggressive and the implications of the roses 
‘trembling’ on Calpurnia’s hat.  

8(b): Choices of suitable places were fairly limited, with most candidates selecting the 
jailhouse, court room, Mrs Dubose’s or the Radley house. Some of the less successful 
responses dealt only with the characters, without discussing the environment itself. 
There were, however, some confident and perceptive answers, especially on the 
jailhouse, which linked character and place. One candidate pointed out that Atticus 
was as lonely as ‘the solitary light’. Another candidate wrote extremely well about Mrs 
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Dubose’s house, discussing the children’s reactions to the sights and smells, as well as 
to the grotesque description of Mrs Dubose herself.   

This is an extract from a very sustained response to Q8(a), focusing on the visit of 
Scout and Jem to the church. 
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examiner comment 

This is a very perceptive response at the top of the expected range. 
The candidate uses the text aptly to make confident language points. It 
was awarded 16 out of 16. 

 

examiner tip 

Note the excellent use of embedded quotations. 
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This is a paragraph from the early part of a candidate's response to Q8(b), exploring 
how Jem and Scout react to the house of Mrs Dubose.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response shows assured understanding of how techniques 
contribute to the presentation of atmosphere and feelings. It was given 
17 out of 24, a mark in the middle of Band 4. 

 

examiner tip 

When thinking about the language features of an extract, candidates 
should consider why the writer has chosen particular words and 
phrases. 



 

GCSE English Language 5EN2H 01 25

Section B 

Question 9: Designer clothes 

AO4(i)+(ii) (Content and ideas) 

This was the most popular question in this section and candidates were very well 
informed on the subject, which added to the effectiveness of their response. Some 
candidates fell into the trap of repeating the same argument, usually a simple 
statement that too much money was wasted on designer labels. There were many 
lists of these labels, often from the less able candidates. However, there were also 
more thoughtful answers which mentioned the use of cheap labour in third world 
countries to produce the clothes. Some were laced with sarcasm and one pronounced 
that designer labels were ‘infesting the most stalwart of homes’. Candidates 
were usually aware of the importance of putting forward a sustained line of argument 
and using rhetorical devices. The more successful responses crafted their writing for 
the appropriate audience and purpose and often had a clear personal voice. Humour 
was used to good effect, such as the answer entitled ‘Brandalism’. 

Many of the views were strongly expressed and enjoyable to read, with candidates 
using a number of intentional techniques to engage with the subject and the 
audience. The form was an article for an online magazine and in most cases, the 
register reflected this. There were good signs of clear planning, to produce well 
structured responses which considered form, purpose and audience.  

The question allowed candidates to enthuse about their favourite clothes and they did 
so with flair and enthusiasm. There was also a strong concern about the peer pressure 
to spend excessively to impress and even an acknowledgement of how this impacts 
upon parental pockets. One examiner commented that, 'It was heartening to see that 
most appreciated it was parents who paid.'  

A frequent device, and clearly a taught approach, was to introduce made-up statistics 
or interviews with young people, to back up points.  

AO4(iii) (Spelling, punctuation and grammar) 

Many responses were impressive in their accuracy, using sentences which were 
convincingly structured, and imaginative and entertaining vocabulary. There were 
problems, however, with the use of commas instead of full stops. Spelling of common 
homophones was erratic and there were numerous misplaced or missing apostrophes. 
One examiner lamented the ' significant crop of the lower case versions of the 
pronoun, I.'  
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This is the first half of a candidate's response to Q9. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate writes an article with a clear register and purpose and 
points are soundly presented. This was awarded 5 marks out of 16, 
Band 2.  

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are mostly accurate but there 
are flaws in expression (4 marks out of 8, Band 2). 

 

examiner tip 

Note the strong personal voice of the writer, showing a clear sense of 
purpose and audience. 
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This is the start of a very lively response to Q9. 
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examiner comment 

This candidate expresses a strong viewpoint. The response 
demonstrates precision and control, with some interesting crafting of 
ideas. It was given 14 out of 16, Band 5 and 7/8, Band 3. 

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should choose a style of writing that is as well suited to the 
task as this – one which engages effectively with the readers. 
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Question 10: The text for a speech to the school council  

AO4(i)+(ii) (Ideas and content) 

There were fewer responses to this question but, when handled correctly, they were 
an excellent showcase for candidates to promote themselves and their skills. Most 
candidates were able to strike an effective tone for their speech and promoted 
suitable qualities for the role – leadership, confidence, and understanding. What they 
would actually do in such a role was often less successfully developed, however, and it 
was this part of the response which often differentiated the more able candidates.  

Even at the lower end a persuasive tone was established, if not necessarily 
maintained. The more able candidates, meanwhile, used rhetorical devices, anecdotes 
from their school life and even flattery of the current council, to good effect. Some 
candidates were able to employ various strategies that they had been taught and 
produce some engaging and effective writing.  

Occasionally candidates took the task as an opportunity to launch into a criticism of 
their own school, which was not particularly successful, and there were also one or 
two letters from candidates who did not check the requirement of the question.  

AO4(iii) (Spelling, punctuation and grammar)  

It was noted that some candidates could spell correctly all manner of complex words, 
while tripping up on ‘they’re, there and their’. 

This is the opening paragraph from a speech written in response to Q10. 
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examiner comment 

This is a generally appropriate answer, with some register. There are, 
however, technical weaknesses, especially in sentence punctuation. It 
was given 2 marks out of 16, Band 1, and 1 out of 8, also Band 1. 

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should make sure they write in complete sentences, 
correctly punctuated. 

 

This is a section from the middle of a response to Question 10. 
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examiner comment 

This is an assured response, with a clear sense of purpose and a strong 
use of rhetoric. There are a few errors but the answer communicates 
engagingly. It was awarded 16 out of 16, Band 5, and 7 out of 8, also 
Band 5. 

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should consider how rhetoric is used effectively to address 
the audience. 
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Paper summary 

Candidates' work often reached a very high standard. There was evidence of strong 
personal response to the prose texts, dealing precisely with the language of the 
extract provided and focusing well on how this presented the writer's 
ideas. Candidates also demonstrated the ability to write with clarity and engagement 
on the writing tasks, often producing witty and sophisticated answers, with a strong 
awareness of their audience.  

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice. 

Candidates should ensure that in Section A (Reading), they:  

● engage in a sustained manner with the writer's use of language  

● avoid lapsing into narrative and describing events.  

In Section B (Writing), they should:  

● address the audience, which was clearly specified in the two questions 

● use a range of sentences, correctly punctuated, and check work for common 
errors.  
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