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Introduction
This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and 
comments, for Questions 1-10.

This was the second year of the new specification in English Language. This  consists of 
three elements: 

Unit 1: English Today - 20% (Controlled Assessment) 

Unit 2: The Writer's Voice - 40% (examination) 

Unit 3: The Spoken Language - 40% (Controlled Assessment).

Unit 2 is assessed for skills in both reading and responding to prose texts and candidates' 
own writing. 

The examination includes what was, last year, a new form of language-based questioning 
on extracts from long texts. In the Reading section (Section A) many candidates chose 
Question 5, on 'Of Mice and Men', but all texts received responses. 

In Unit 2, candidates must answer two questions, as follows:

• one reading response to EITHER an extract from a Different Cultures prose text OR an 
extract from a non-fiction text

• one writing task for a specified audience expressing opinions and analysing ideas on a 
topic relevant to students’ experience.

The Assessment Objectives for the paper are: 

Section A: AO3: Studying written language

(i)  Read and understand texts, selecting material appropriate to purpose, collating from 
different sources and making comparisons and cross-references as appropriate.

(ii)  Develop and sustain interpretations of writers’ ideas and perspectives.

(iii) Explain and evaluate how writers use linguistic, grammatical, structural and 
presentational features to achieve effects and engage and influence the reader.

Section B: AO4: Writing

(i) Write to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, using and adapting forms 
and selecting vocabulary appropriate to task and purpose in ways that engage the reader.

(ii) Organise information and ideas into structured and sequenced sentences, paragraphs 
and whole texts, using a variety of linguistic and structural features to support cohesion and 
overall coherence.

(iii)  Use a range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 
punctuation and spelling.

Examiners are looking above all for signs that candidates are responding thoughtfully to 
the language and ideas of prose writers and are communicating clearly on the selected 
writing topic.

The responses of candidates had many strong features, as candidates are working with 
greater confidence. Examiners were impressed by:

• evidence that the candidates had understood the content and ideas in the chosen texts

• the ability of many to select suitable examples of the writers’ language, with a grasp 
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of a range of language features, and to offer relevant comment that related these 
examples to the ideas and themes of the texts 

• writing on the chosen topic that showed an appropriate form, a strong and suitable 
register and the ability to engage with the intended readership.

Less successful responses:

• showed an insecure grasp of language (for example, confusion over terms) or of ideas

• failed to support their points by appropriate textual evidence

• wrote reasonably about a topic, but without a secure control of language or argument.

Overall, the response of candidates was a pleasing one to examiners. It was clear that 
candidates had often enjoyed their study of the prose texts, and their own writing was often 
lively and focused, showing good information and suggestions.
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Question 1

Touching the Void

(a) Those who responded on this text mostly answered reasonably soundly, showing a grasp 
of the text and how it conveys ideas. Some candidates found it hard to address the focus 
on ‘loneliness and hardship’ but were able to comment in a more general way on language 
features in the extract. 

(b) Candidates were sometimes able to identify a suitable second section and make valid 
points.

Choices of extract included the rope scene and the journey back to the camp. 

However, the choice of a passage proved surprisingly difficult for a number. Weaker 
candidates answered with mostly narrative answers and did not focus on the language or on 
the need for analysis. Their writing was therefore far too general.

This is the start of Question 1 (a)(ii).
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The candidate picks out points on how language is used, 
and these are well-supported. There is a generally sound 
appreciation of how Joe copes with loneliness. The 
response was awarded 11 out of 16, a secure Band 4.

Examiner Comments

More consistent textual reference would have 
been needed to take this into Band 5. Think 
about the quotations you are going to use and 
comment on before you start your answer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

Anita and Me

(a)  This text was not offered by many candidates, but there were some sound 
responses from those who did so. Successful responses demonstrated good contextual 
understanding of the cultural clashes and differences highlighted by the set extract, and 
candidates explored the text with engagement. Weaker answers demonstrated a confused 
understanding of the cultural differences/ features.

(b)  Candidates were mostly able to write in a relevant way about a second extract. Some 
used passages immediately before or after the extract used for part (a); others dealt with 
the scene with Meena’s grandmother.

This is taken from a candidate's response to Question 2 (b), focusing on the racist 
comments' incident in the traffic jam, and is the final paragraph.

Some straightforward comment is offered on a suitable extract. 
The writing is reasonably clear and shows some grasp of the text. 
The candidate was awarded 11 out of 24, a mark in Band 3.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that when you make a point about Meena's 
attitudes you support this very clearly from the text.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

(a) This text was not chosen by many candidates. Responses varied from those that were 
sound to those which did not show  much understanding of how the language shaped the 
reader’s response.

(b) A number of different extracts were chosen for this part of the question.

These included the theft of the books, scenes with the Seamstress’s father, and story-telling 
by the young men.

This is the whole of a candidate's answer to question 3 (a)(ii).

There is only basic understanding of the text in this very brief 
response. There is no development of the points, and hence this 
answer was awarded 2 marks out of 16, a Band 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Note that to go beyond Band 1 the candidate would have 
needed much more detail about the passage, looking 
carefully at the language used by the writer and its effect.

Examiner Tip



GCSE English Language 5EN2F 01 9

Question 4

Heroes

(a) The candidates who wrote about this book mostly responded reasonably. This was 
seen as a good passage for comments on Larry as a hero, with better responses making 
use of the whole passage and choosing some examples to support their answers. Stronger 
candidates could pick up on the irony of the presentation of Larry LaSalle, linking it to the 
rape scene.

(b) Candidates mostly had a sound knowledge of the text and often were able to identify 
clearly another example. Less effective answers did not provide clearly thought-out 
examples. However, there were some unexpected, though certainly appropriate, responses, 
with extracts chosen showing Francis coping with his injuries, and Nicole at the convent 
coming to terms with being a rape victim. A reasonably convincing case was made for them 
as heroes using the language features.

This is the candidate's (a)(i) answer and the start of the (a)(ii) answer to Question 4.

The candidate does enough in (a)(i) to secure full 
marks: the examples are accurate and the language 
features correctly described. The (a)(ii) response 
has focused points which are clearly made. A range 
of relevant material is included in a sound way, 
showing understanding. The answer was awarded 13 
out of 16, which takes it into Band 5.

Examiner Comments

To obtain full marks, make sure that you 
have identified the word or phrase clearly. 
If you are referring to a single word in a 
longer section, underline the correct word. 
Or you can just pick out a single word, as 
the candidate does here, but then you must 
also name the language feature correctly.

Examiner Tip
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This is the concluding section to a candidate's response to Question 4 (b), focusing on the 
table tennis match.

The choice of the table tennis match is 
appropriate and the candidate makes 
some attempt to explain the reasons. No 
comments are offered on the language but 
there is some reference to the text. This is 
just into Band 3, with a mark of 10 out of 24.

Examiner Comments

Think about how commenting more on the 
language the writer uses, and the effect of 
this, would have taken this to a higher band.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

Of Mice and Men

This was a very popular question, with this text having been studied by the considerable 
majority of candidates entering the examination. 

(a) This produced some sound responses: one examiner commented on candidates’ 
appreciation of the description of Curley's wife, e.g.  'rouged cheeks/ reddened lips', make 
her seem more alive after her death than before', comparing her to ‘Sleeping Beauty’. 

Examiners also noted some moving and empathetic comments of the description of 
atmosphere. The extract provided good material for candidates to use in their analysis of 
Lennie’s reaction to what he had done, and the atmosphere, as well as the appearance of 
Curley’s wife. There was sometimes limited discussion of actual language techniques and 
some candidates just gave a point and supplied an example but did not really comment on 
the effect or particular language. Also, responses at times appeared to be a narrative rather 
than using the extract. Some of the weaker candidates were only able to describe events 
after the death and did not use the extract. 

Popular points included references to Lennie’s animal imagery such as “pawed the hay”; 
discussion of the significance of the animals’ reaction to the death; as well as Lennie’s 
comment that suggests he is more concerned with George being mad at him than the fact 
he has killed a puppy and a person. 

More able candidates dealt successfully with the whole of the extract, including the final 
paragraph dealing with atmosphere.

(b) Candidates had been well prepared on other sections and wrote well on the shooting of 
the dog, the fight with Curley and the death of Lennie. For some there is still a tendency 
to write about the themes and characters at great length with only limited focus on actual 
language features. The writing about the death of Lennie, however, was quite focused and 
there were relevant comments on the atmosphere in the extract. Successful comments 
included those on the description of how George’s hands were shaking to show nerves; his 
sadness shown through the description of his voice and body language; and how he saw the 
killing of Lennie as an act of friendship.

This is the first part of (a)(ii), from a candidate's response to Question 5.
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The candidate shows some understanding and makes some relevant 
reference to the text. Comment is rather thin, however. The response 
was awarded 7 out of 16, a mark which is at the lower end of Band 3.

Examiner Comments

Think about how to construct a fuller response: choosing 
a number of examples from throughout the extract will 
enable you to develop your answer in a relevant way.

Examiner Tip
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This is the final section of a candidate's response to Question 5 (b), looking at an extract 
near the end of the book.

This is taken from the middle of a candidate's response to Question 5 (b), focusing on 
Curley's aggressive behaviour and its effects.

The candidate identified clearly a very suitable extract. The 
response is concise, but also precise in its references. Comment 
shows sound understanding. This response was judged to be 
at the top end of what is expected at this level, and hence was 
awarded 24/24, a mark at the top end of Band 5.

Examiner Comments

Note that the candidate has focused closely 
on how the language shows George's 
emotions, with a clear interpretation.

Examiner Tip
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This is a substantial response, which shows an understanding of 
the chosen extract.There is a sound focus on language, looking at 
individual words. Points could occasionally be better expressed, 
but the meaning is conveyed clearly enough. This was awarded 
24 out of 24, since it was judged to have been at the upper end 
of the expected range for this level (top Band 5).

Examiner Comments

Note the detailed nature of the response, as in the way 
the simile is not only quoted but explained clearly.

Examiner Tip
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This is the start of a candidate's response to Question 5 (a)(ii).
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The candidate begins the response in a direct and positive way. 
There is quite a clear understanding of Lennie's character and 
actions. The answer was generally sound throughout but was not 
quite fully sustained, so was awarded 11 out of 16, a Band 4 mark.

Examiner Comments

For a Band 5 response, it is important to 
try to cover all relevant aspects - main 
characters, setting and description.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6

Rani and Sukh

(a) This was another minority text in candidates’ choices, but there were some appropriate 
answers. Candidates struggled with focusing on ‘the relationship between Rani and Sukh’ to 
use the full passage and felt that saying ‘they cared about each other’ was as far as it went.  

(b) Most candidates could offer a reasonable answer to this part of the question and many 
of the responses on this question were well done. Candidates demonstrated empathy with 
the characters and there was clear focus on the language. They made appropriate choices, 
with a popular extract being meeting Parvy for the first time.

This is an extract from near the start of a candidate's response to Question 6 (b), looking at 
where Rani has been attacked by members of her family.

The extract is appropriate, allowing a focus 
on the key relationships in the novel. There is 
some relevant comment, but this is not fully 
expanded. The response was awarded 12 
marks out of 24, a mark securely into Band 3.

Examiner Comments

A stronger focus on the way language 
is used to achieve effect would have 
been needed for a higher band.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7

Riding the Black Cockatoo

Very few candidates attempted this text. 

(a) The best of the responses which were received showed how effective the language was 
in conveying the beauty and flight of the bird.

(b) There were a number of possible extracts which showed John’s appreciation of aboriginal 
culture such as his visit to Fiona’s house or the incident with the return of the skull Mary.

This is the beginning of a candidate's answer to Question 7, part (a)(ii).

The candidate shows some understanding and 
makes some relevant reference to the extract, 
but the whole response does not maintain a close 
focus on the text. The response was awarded 8 
marks out of 16, in the Band 3 range.

Examiner Comments

Note that it is important for references to 
the text to be identified clearly, so that 
your points can be properly focused.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8

To Kill a Mockingbird

(a) Candidates were often able to show a grasp of language effects, for example how “short 
sentences can be an effective way to contribute to dramatic effect”. A large number of 
candidates commented with reasonable clarity on Jem’s and Scout’s view of the gifts left for 
them. 

(b) Candidates chose various incidents from the novel. These included the lynch mob 
episode and the fight with Francis. 

This is the opening of a candidate's response to Question 8 (b), dealing with the court 
scene.

The candidate displays some grasp of the scene (an 
appropriate choice), and comments on the events, but in a 
somewhat narrative way. The points made are reasonable, 
but in places over-general. This candidate was awarded a 
mark of 12 out of 24, within the range for Band 3.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that you avoid coming close 
simply to retelling the story. It is the quality 
of your own comment that is important.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9

Personal Safety

AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and Ideas.

Stronger responses were well-constructed and very enjoyable to read. Weaker answers 
often had reasonable content, even where they were technically flawed. Most candidates 
used the bullet points to structure their answers. Paragraphing tended to follow this 
structure and was more in evidence, according to some examiners’ reports, than in previous 
series. 

Although many candidates found it difficult to adopt the correct tone and audience, 
responses made good use of knowledge about security on social networks and cyber 
bullying as well as sensible precautions about safety on the streets at night.  Responses 
occasionally seemed to run out of steam and many lacked any sort of introduction or 
conclusion.

Some candidates found it difficult to grasp the purpose and audience and to write for a 
younger audience, more informally; at times they had an older audience, such as parents, 
in mind. However, the better responses did include pleasing touches such as headings, sub-
headings, bullet points and appropriate language that engaged the audience. 

A large number of candidates focused the content of their answers on web safety issues. 
Whilst the question did not explicitly ask for this, concentrating on this aspect of safety 
was perfectly acceptable. Some candidates did venture beyond the world of Facebook and 
Twitter and offered some thoughtful comments about personal safety, and responses ranged 
(more unusually) to include advice such as ‘don’t play with matches’.  

AO4(iii) (Spelling, punctuation and grammar).

At the top of the range, candidates often used a range of punctuation marks and generally 
spelt accurately. However, on weaker scripts spelling and punctuation were often poor: there 
was much misunderstanding of sentence structure. 

This is the opening section of a candidate's response to Question 9 on personal safety.
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This is also the first part of a candidate's answer to Question 9 on personal safety, for 
comparison.

The candidate writes in a lively style, with a strong appreciation of 
audience. This is a clear response that covers a range of topics in some 
detail. The tone adopted is very suitable.(Mark 16/16, top of Band 5.) 
Spelling, punctuation and writing are sound(Mark 8/8, Band 3.)

Examiner Comments

Think about the kind of writing that your intended 
audience will be expecting to read, and make sure 
that you write in a style which fits this expectation.

Examiner Tip

The candidate offers some reasonably appropriate ideas 
on personal safety. The content could be better organised, 
perhaps with more planning. (Band 3, 7 out of 16.) There 
is some evidence of control, but errors are made in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. (4/8, Band 2.)

Examiner Comments

Look closely at the differences between 
this and the previous example, and 
consider how this could affect the way you 
yourself answer such a question, thinking 
about tone as well as ideas.

Examiner Tip
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This is the ending of another response to Question 9 on personal safety.

This answer engages with the task and covers some relevant 
points, with a generally sound approach and an awareness of 
the audience. It was awarded 11 out of 16 (Band 4) for content 
and 5/8 (Band 2) for spelling, grammar and punctuation.

Examiner Comments

Try to leave yourself some time for a final check - there 
are a number of errors here which a careful re-reading 
of what has been written would have eliminated, and 
hence would have raised the mark out of 8 into Band 3.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10

Mobile Phones: Essential?

AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and ideas:

Examiners reported that the majority of responses were of at least reasonable quality, 
with the best distinguished by detailed understanding. High marks were awarded to those 
candidates who used sound technical precision and an extensive range of sentences. 
Organised paragraphing and a secure control of tone were also discriminators of better 
work. There seemed to be much more thoughtful use of vocabulary this year. Many 
responses were of a good length, candidates mostly found plenty to write about and the 
better ones developed their points, often drawing relevantly on their own experience of 
mobile phones – some seemed to go through such phones with alarming frequency, because 
of thefts and breakages. A temptation to which a number succumbed was to write a kind of 
hard sell for their preferred model – usually a Blackberry or an i-phone.

Candidates often ignored the 'letter format', and this made it harder for them to strike 
an appropriate tone for the required audience, especially if they failed to show signs of 
responding to a newspaper article.

Often candidates structured their work according to the bullet point guidance; from this, 
many offered developed ideas about the advantages and disadvantages of mobile phones. 
Some candidates, however, adhered too closely to the mere outline of the bullet points 
instead of expanding on some of their ideas, and their letters were consequently quite short. 
It was interesting to see the varying roles that candidates took on for the letter: some liked 
to write as parents, others as young adults. Many did not follow through the letter and end 
it accordingly with a concluding statement and signature; they just appeared to stop dead 
in the middle of the page. However, others did round off their letters and write with an 
appropriate audience and purpose.

The stronger answers had a clear sense of personal voice, but were still able to see the 
issue from multiple perspectives. Well-developed points included comments on the use of 
mobiles in classrooms being either a distraction or a tool for learning; the usefulness of 
mobiles for personal safety; the technological development of phones and how it is affecting 
society.

AO4(iii): Spelling, punctuation and grammar:

Technical vocabulary on mobile phones generally posed fewer spelling problems than more 
basic language, especially common homophones. There were, however, many grammatical 
errors, especially over verb tenses.

These are the concluding paragraphs from the response of a candidate to Question 10, a 
letter to a local newspaper on whether mobile phones are essential.
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This is the opening of a candidate's response to Question 10, the letter on mobile phones.

There are some reasonably appropriate ideas about the use 
of the mobile phone, but these are not very fully developed 
or expressed particularly clearly. (This received a Band 3, 
with 8 marks out of 16.)There are frequent spelling errors 
and punctuation is not always secure. (3/8, Band 1).

Examiner Comments

Look at how the errors here sometimes make it difficult 
to follow what the candidate is trying to say. Make sure 
that you work at making your expression clear and 
accurate, as well as at developing your ideas.

Examiner Tip
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This is an extract from part-way through a candidate's response to Question 10, the letter 
on mobile phones.

The response to the topic of mobile phones is reasonably sound. 
Some valid points are made and the organisation is generally 
appropriate. (12 marks out of 16, top Band 4). Expression could 
be clearer in places, and there are errors. (6/8, Band 2.)

Examiner Comments

This is a response which almost made it to Band 5. 
Think about how improvements in the expression 
and clarity could have lifted it into the next band.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has written a clear and soundly-constructed letter, 
making a number of relevant points in support of the answer. 
This is close to the top of the expected range for this level. The 
content has therefore been awarded 14 out of 16, a Band 5. The 
writing is carefully presented and accurately written for the most 
part, with only the occasional spelling error. (Band 3, 7 out of 8.)

Examiner Comments

Before answering, plan your argument 
carefully: think about points to support it and 
also possible objections or different views.

Examiner Tip



GCSE English Language 5EN2F 01 27

Paper Summary

Greater familiarity with the demands of the examination was evident this year. Overall, the 
responses of candidates to the texts and tasks were such as to leave examiners with a clear 
sense of a worthwhile enterprise. Stronger candidates dealt precisely with the language of 
the extract they were faced with and concentrated on how effectively this communicated 
the author’s purpose and methods. Candidates showed, at their different levels, an 
understanding of the ideas and characters in the texts studied. In candidates' writing there 
were many signs of a willingness to sustain a line of analysis or argument. 

Weaker candidates, however,  often struggled to engage in a sustained manner with the 
effect of the writer’s use of language and sometimes used excessively long quotations, 
rather than embedding them into their sentences. 

In Section B, stronger responses were able to choose a well-judged register and form in 
which to write, but weaker ones were insufficiently developed and often technically flawed.

To improve their performance, candidates should:

in Section A (Reading):

• in part (a)(i), give short, precise examples, underlined where necessary, and identify 
language features correctly, for example by understanding the parts of speech and their 
functions

• in part (a)(ii), use language examples from the whole extract that have a clear influence 
on their views of the effect of writer's presentation of ideas and themes

• in part (b), make sure they are able to choose another suitable extract to discuss, 
focusing on a single section of the text. 

In Section B (Writing) 

• write clearly for the audience, which was clearly specified in each of the two questions

• continue to practise writing accurately and legibly, checking their work afterwards for 
spelling and punctuation errors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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