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Introduction 

This exemplar material serves as a general guide. It provides the following benefits to a teacher: 
 
 Gives teachers an appreciation of the variety of work that can be produced for this unit 
 
 Shows how the mark scheme has been applied by a senior assessor 
 
 Provides examples of both good and weak application of different parts of the mark scheme 
 
 Provides real examples of work conducted under controlled assessment conditions. 

 

It is important to make the point that the teacher support materials play a secondary role to the 
Specification itself.  The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies 
what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course.  At all times, therefore, this 
teacher support should be read in conjunction with the Specification.  If clarification on a particular 
point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.  
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Moderator’s Commentary:                        
Theme – Hole Punch 

This portfolio illustrates the work of a candidate who has worked competently in all three focus 
areas of the unit. Marks in the highest band of the Assessment Criteria have been awarded for the 
work presented in each of the three areas of the portfolio. 

Designing 

Some consideration of the requirements of the users and the design need has been shown, 
through analysis of existing similar products. A detailed specification for the hole punch has been 
presented in response to the given design brief. 
 
Design ideas have been generated using pencil sketching of somewhat limited quality, 
supplemented by CAD produced detail drawings of the component parts of the final design. Simple 
modelling can also be used in this section if it is felt necessary, but should not be used simply as a 
matter of course. It is important to consider the marks available for the section when allocating time 
to it. 
 
It should be noted that computer generated drawings or images are not a requirement in this 
section of the project, and well annotated sketching is a perfectly appropriate form of 
communication for design ideas 

Mark: 3 + 10 = 13 (Max 16) 

Making 

The candidate could have made good use of a cutting list here, as reference to materials is limited 
without referring back to the CAD drawings and the ‘Making Diary’. The selection and use of 
appropriate tools and equipment is evidenced in the planning sheet and the making diary. Digital 
photography has been used to show the operations carried out and also to evidence the 
completion of the product and the quality of making. Centre teaching staff have assessed the 
candidate’s ability to work safely and independently. 
 
Some evidence of the candidate’s ability to solve simple technical problems is contained in the 
evaluation section, but this could usefully have been included in an additional column in the 
‘production diary’. 
 
The device has been made to a high standard and this has been evidenced by good quality digital 
photographs, which also show that the device has been tested appropriately. Although in this 
example the device has been finished by painting this is not essential, and thought should be given 
to the time factor in order to decide on the appropriateness of such finishing. 
 
Key stages in the making have been recorded in the production diary with comprehensive notes 
and photographic evidence being provided. Good use of digital photography is made throughout 
the making section of the portfolio. 
 

Mark: 20 + 3 + 5 = 28 (Max. 36) 
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Critical Evaluation 

Detailed testing of the finished product has been carried out and physical evidence of the testing 
has been shown on the accompanying photographs. It is important that clear evidence is 
presented in some form, as written comments from ‘users’ can, at best, only be considered as 
superficial. In addition to the detailed testing, the candidate has carried out an evaluation of the 
finished product, with some direct reference to the specification. 
 
Overall the portfolio is well structured and clearly presented with a minimum of superfluous 
material. The candidate has used specialist terminology where appropriate and has demonstrated 
competence in the use of spelling, punctuation and grammar, fulfilling the requirement for the QWC 
assessment in this section. 

Mark: 7 (Max 8) 
 

Total mark for portfolio:- 48 (Max. 60) 
 

 



 

Marking criteria 

Unit A543 

Basic ability Demonstrates ability Works competently 
Designing 

 Demonstrate a limited response to a brief and produce 
a simple specification for a product. 

[0-1]

 Produce one or two simple design ideas using a 
limited range of strategies. 

[0-5]

Designing 

 Demonstrate an appropriate response to a brief and produce 
a suitable specification for a product as a result of analysis. 

[2-3]

 Produce a range of creative ideas and communicate these by 
using appropriate strategies. 

[6-8]

Designing 

 Demonstrate an appropriate and considered response to a 
brief and produce a detailed specification for a product as a 
result of analysis. (AO2) 

[4] 

 Produce creative and original ideas by generating, developing 
and communicating designs using a range of appropriate 
strategies. (AO2) 

[9-12] 
 

Making 

 Plan and organise activities: 
o Select and use appropriate materials 
o Select and use hand and machine tools as 

appropriate to the material area. 

 Work safely to shape, form, assemble and finish 
materials and components as appropriate when 
making products. 

 Use workshop facilities as appropriate to the material 
area. 

 The product will exhibit a low standard of outcome and 
may not be successfully completed. 

[0-9]

 Demonstrate a simple understanding of how to solve 
technical problems as they arise. 

[0-2]

 Simply record the making of the product using notes 
and/or photographic evidence. 

[0-2]

Making 

 Plan and organise activities: 
o Select and use appropriate materials 
o Select and use hand and machine tools as appropriate 

to the material area. 

 Work effectively and safely to shape, form, assemble and 
finish materials and components as appropriate when making 
quality products. 

 Select and use workshop facilities as appropriate to the 
material area.   

 The product will be completed to a good standard and will 
meet most of the requirements of the final product 
specification. 

[10-17]

 Demonstrate a practical understanding and ability in the 
solving of some technical problems as they arise. 

[3-4]

 Record key stages involved in the making of the product; 
provide notes and photographic evidence. 

[3-4]

Making 

 Plan and organise activities: 
o Select and use appropriate materials. (AO2) 
o Select and use hand and machine tools as appropriate 

to the material area. (AO2) 

 Work skilfully and safely to shape, form, assemble and finish 
materials and components as appropriate when making 
quality products. (AO2) 

 Assess and apply knowledge in the workshop facilities as 
appropriate to the material area. (AO2) 

 The product will be completed to a high standard and will fully 
meet the requirements of the final product specification. 
(AO2) 

[18-24] 

 Demonstrate a practical and thorough understanding in the 
solving of technical problems effectively and efficiently as 
they arise. (AO2/AO3) 

[5-6] 

 Record key stages involved in the making of the product; 
provide comprehensive notes and photographic evidence. 
(AO2) 

[5-6] 
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Unit A543 

Basic ability Demonstrates ability Works competently 
Critical evaluation 

 Give a limited evaluation of the finished product with 
some reference to the specification. 

 There is no evidence of testing the product in use.   

 There will be little or no use of specialist terms. 

 Answers may be ambiguous or disorganised. 

 Errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar may be 
intrusive. 

[0-2]

Critical evaluation 

 Give an evaluation of the finished product with reference to 
the specification. 

 Show superficial testing and reflect on how to improve the 
product.  

 There will be some use of specialist terms, although these 
may not be always be used appropriately. 

 The information will be presented for the most part in a 
structured format. 

 There may be occasional errors in spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 

[3-5]

Critical evaluation 

 Critically evaluate the finished product against the 
specification. (AO3) 

 Undertake detailed testing; present meaningful conclusions 
leading to proposals for modifications to improve the product. 
(AO3) 

 Specialist terms will be used appropriately and correctly. 

 The information will be presented in a structured format. 

 The candidate can demonstrate the accurate use of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

[6-8] 
 

 



 

Candidate’s work 
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