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Answer all the questions. 
 
 

King Darius of Persia, on campaign in Scythia, has reached the river Ister. He leaves the Ionians 
(his unwilling subjects) in charge of the bridge of boats at the river crossing and goes further into 
Scythia. When he tries to leave, the Scythians cut off his retreat at the bridge and urge the Ionians 
to desert. 
 
oJ de; Darei'o", ojrgizovmeno" toi'" ejnoivkoi" kai; boulovmeno" kolavzein aujtouv", eijsevbalen 

eij" th;n Skuqikhvn. kai; th'" stratia'" aujtou' to;n  [Istron diabavsh", ejkevleuse 

tou;"  [Iwna" menvonta" fulavssein ta;" nau'", ajggevllwn o{ti, eja;n aujto;" mh; ejpanelqh/' 

eJxhvkonta hJmerw'n, ejxevstai aujtoi'" ajnacwrei'n.  

 

u{steron dev, ejpei; Darei'o" oujk ejnivkhse tou;" Skuvqa", e[doxen aujtw'/ ajpelqei'n ajpo; th;" cwvra".

aujlisavmeno" me;n ou\n th;n nuktav, si'ton de; kai; u{dwr kthsavmeno", th/' uJsteraiva/ ejporeuveto  

oi[kade, keleuvwn ouj movnon ta; uJpozuvgia ajlla; kai; tou;" stratiwvta" aujtou;" mavstixin  

ajnagkavzesqai. ejgivgnwske ga;r tou;"  [Iwna" tou;" pro;" th'/ scediva/ kataleifqevnta" oujkevti  

pistou;" o[nta" eJautw'/. 

 

Names 
Darei'o", Dareivou, oJ  Darius  [Iwne",  !Iwvnwn, oiJ  the Ionians 
Skuqikhv, Skuqikh'", hJ  Scythia Skuvqai, Skuqw'n, oiJ  the Scythians 
 [Istro",  [Istrou, oJ    the river Ister 

(Danube) 
Pevrsai, Persw'n, oiJ  the Persians 

 
Vocabulary 
ejpanevrcomai  I return uJpozuvgion, uJpozugivou, tov  pack animal 
eJxhvkonta  sixty mavstix, mavstigo", hJ  whip 
aujlivzomai  I encamp scediva, scediva", hJ  bridge of boats 
th/' uJsteraiva/  on the next day oujkevti  no longer 
oi[kade  home, to home    
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1   Why did Darius invade Scythia? 
 
...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

.......................................................................................................................................................[4] 
 
2   Which group of people had to cross the river Ister? 
 
.......................................................................................................................................................[2] 
 
3 (a)   What instructions did Darius give to the Ionians? 
 
...........................................................................................................................................................  

.......................................................................................................................................................[3] 
 
   (b)   In what circumstances were they allowed to retreat? 
 
...........................................................................................................................................................  

.......................................................................................................................................................[3] 

 
4   Why did Darius decide to leave Scythia? 
 

.......................................................................................................................................................[1] 

 
5   Explain one of the things he did to prepare for the journey. 
 
...........................................................................................................................................................  

.......................................................................................................................................................[2] 
 
6   In what way did Darius show lack of consideration for his men? 
 
...........................................................................................................................................................  

.......................................................................................................................................................[3] 
 
7   What disturbing news had he received about the Ionians? 
 
...........................................................................................................................................................  

.......................................................................................................................................................[2] 
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Read the rest of the story. 
 
 
ajll j oiJ men Pevrsai, ajsqenei'" h[dh o[nte" diovti ejn e[xqra/ cwvra/ polu;n crovnon 

ejmacevsanto, braduvteron ejporeuvonto, oiJ de; Skuvqai, maqovnte" tiv pravssoi oJ Darei'o"  

kai; wJ" tavcista poreuqevnte", prw'toi ajfivkonto eij" th;n scedivan. 

 
ejkei' d j ejpeirw'nto peivqein tou;"  [Iwna" luvein th;n scedivan. ei\pon ga;r o{ti aujtou;" ouj  

crh; ejnqavde mevnein, ajllav, luvsanta" aujthvn, oi[kade ejpanelqei'n. oiJ ga;r Skuvqai e[mellon 

crhvsesqai tw'/ Dareivw/ ou{tw kakw'" w{ste aujto;n mh; a[llon povlemon mhdevpote ajnairhvsesqai. 

 

oiJ d j  [Iwne", kaivper fobouvmenoi to;n basileva, h[rxanto kovptein to; th'" scediva"  

prw'ton mevro", parainou'nte" toi'" Skuvqai" diw'xai tou;" polemivou". 

 

ejpei; d j oiJ Pevrsai eij" to;n  [Istron ejph'lqon, tw'n Skuqw'n oujkevti parovntwn, hJ scediva  

au\qi" ejzeuvcqh uJpo; tw'n  jIwvnwn. kai; oujdeno;" kwluvonto", oiJ Pevrsai ajsfalw'" dievbhsan.  

ajll j eijj oiJ  [Iwne" aujtoi'" mh; ejbohvqhsan, oujk a[n ejxevfugon. 

 
 
Vocabulary 
oi[kade  adv.    home, to home 
cravomai + dat.    I treat 
ajnairevomai     I start, undertake 
mevro", mevrou", tov    part 
parainevw + dat.    I advise 
oujkevti adv.     no longer 
pavreimi     I am present 
zeuvgnumi (aor. passive ejzeuvcqhn)  I join up, reunite 
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8   Translate the rest of the story into good English. 

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................................................  

.....................................................................................................................................................[40] 
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Question 
Number Answer Max 

Mark 

1 Why did Darius invade Scythia? [4] 

 He was angry (1) with the inhabitants (1) and wanted (1) to punish them (1).  

2 Which group of people had to cross the river Ister? [2] 

 The army (1) of Darius (1).  

3(a) What instructions did Darius give to the Ionians? [3] 

 To stay (1) and guard (1) the ships (1).  

3(b) In what circumstances were they allowed to retreat? [3] 

 If he/Darius (1) did not return (1) within 60 days (1).  

4 Why did Darius decide to leave Scythia? [1] 

 Because he had lost/had not won/had not defeated the Scythians.  

5 Explain one of the things he did to prepare for the journey. [2] 

 Either He encamped for the night (2) / gave his men a night's rest (2).  

 Or He obtained (1) food (1) / water (1).  Two of these.  

6 In what way did Darius show lack of consideration for his men? [3] 

 He ordered them/the soldiers (1) to be forced (1) with whips (1), like animals 
(1)  

 Or He whipped (1) the soldiers (1) as well as the pack animals (1).  

 Any combination.   

7 What disturbing news had he received about the Ionians? [2] 

 That they were no longer/not (1) loyal to him (1).  
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Question 
Number Answer Max 

Mark 

8 Translate the rest of the story into good English. 

1 ajll j oiJ men Pevrsai, ajsqenei'" h[dh o[nte" diovti ejn e[cqra/ cwvra/ 
  polu;n crovnon ejmacevsanto, braduvteron ejporeuvonto 

2 oiJ de; Skuvqai, maqovnte" tiv pravssoi oJ Darei'o" kai;  
  wJ" tavcista poreuqevnte", prw'toi ajfivkonto eij" th;n scedivan. 

3 ejkei' d j ejpeirw'nto peivqein tou;"  [Iwna" luvein th;n scedivan. 
4 ei\pon ga;r o{ti aujtou;" ouj crh; ejnqavde mevnein, ajllav, luvsanta" 
  aujthvn, oi[kade ejpanelqei'n. 

5 oiJ ga;r Skuvqai e[mellon crhvsesqai tw'/ Dareivw/ ou{tw kakw'" 
6 w{ste aujto;n mh; a[llon povlemon mhdevpote ajnairhvsesqai. 
7 oiJ d j  [Iwne", kaivper fobouvmenoi to;n basileva, h[rxanto  
  kovptein to; th'" scediva" prw'ton mevro" 
8 parainou'nte" toi'" Skuvqai" diw'xai tou;" polemivou". 

9 ejpei; d j oiJ Pevrsai eij" to;n  [Istron ejph'lqon, tw'n Skuqw'n oujkevti 
 parovntwn, hJ scediva au\qi" ejzeuvcqh uJpo; tw'n  jIwvnwn. 

10 kai; oujdeno;" kwluvonto", oiJ Pevrsai ajsfalw'" dievbhsan. 
  ajll j eij oiJ  [Iwne" aujtoi'" mh; ejbohvqhsan, oujk a[n ejxevfugon. 
  

 The passage has been divided into 10 sections, worth 4 marks each. Marks 
for each section should be awarded as follows.  

   
 [4] Correct translation, with one minor error allowed  
 [3] Overall sense clear, with one serious or two minor errors allowed  
 [2] Part correct; overall sense lacking/unclear  
 [1] Not coherent; isolated knowledge of vocabulary only  
 [0] Totally incorrect or omitted  
   
 N.B. Consequential errors should not be penalised.  
   
 A total mark for the passage (maximum 40) should be recorded. [40] 

Paper Total [60] 
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Assessment Objectives Grid 

Question AO1 Total 
1-8 60 60 

Totals 60 60 
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