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Introduction 

OCR is offering new GCSEs for first teaching in September 2009. 

We have taken this opportunity to improve the quality of our GCSEs for teachers and students 
alike. 

We have made improvements in three key areas: updated and relevant content, a focus on 
developing students’ personal, learning and thinking skills, and flexible assessment, so you can 
choose the best learning approach for the job. 

We want to make the introduction of these new GCSEs as easy for you to manage as possible. 

The main changes are: 

 Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects, although not for Classical 
Greek 

 The opportunity will be taken to bring course content up to date 

 Examinations should provide opportunity for extended writing and more varied question 
types 

 All GCSEs will meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act. 

Our approach is to provide consistency across all our GCSEs by offering the flexibility that unitised 
qualifications bring, allowing teaching and assessment to be carried out in either a linear or 
unitised fashion. 

OCR offers a range of support materials, developed following extensive research and consultation 
with teachers. We’ve designed them to save you time when preparing for the new specification and 
to support you while teaching them. 

It is important to make the point that this Teacher Handbook plays a secondary role to the 
specifications themselves. The GCSE Classical Greek specification is the document on which 
assessment is based: it specifies what content and skills need to be covered. At all times therefore, 
the Teacher Handbook should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a 
particular point is sought, then that clarification must be found in the Specification itself. 
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Subject specific guidance 

Unit B401: Classical Greek Language 1 (Mythology and domestic 
life) 1 hour 

This unit tests understanding of unseen Greek. The passages will recount a story or stories drawn 
from mythology or Greek domestic life.  
 
Candidates should be able to recognise, analyse and/or deploy, as appropriate, the accidence and 
syntax listed in Appendix B of the specification, and demonstrate knowledge of the vocabulary in 
the GCSE Vocabulary List for this unit.  
 
Candidates answer comprehension questions in English, including questions about the derivation 
of English words from Greek. Candidates translate a short extract of Greek into English. 
 
For further guidance on teaching this unit, teachers are advised to consult the suggested OCR 
Scheme of Work. Following a thorough language coursebook (consulting the list of resources in 
this handbook) will prove invaluable, and learners should be equipped with copies of the unit 
vocabulary list. Familiarity with this list, and with those items of grammar and syntax prescribed in 
the specification, can be achieved through a variety of language teaching methods, as your 
teaching time allows. Teachers should note the level of this unit as suggested by the specimen 
assessment materials, and that questions on word-derivation are now asked. Regular translation 
and comprehension work are much to be advised. In planning your course, you are reminded that 
learners can enter for this unit at the end of Year 10 if you feel that is appropriate. 
 
Compulsory for both short course and full course. 

Unit B402: Classical Greek Language 2 (History) 1 hour 

 
This unit tests understanding of unseen Greek.  The passages will recount a story or stories drawn 
from history.  
 
Candidates should be able to recognise, analyse and/or deploy, as appropriate, the accidence and 
syntax listed in Appendix C of the specification, and demonstrate knowledge of the vocabulary in 
the GCSE Vocabulary List for this unit.  
 
Candidates answer comprehension questions in English, and translate a passage of Greek into 
English. 
 
For further guidance on teaching this unit, teachers are advised to consult the suggested OCR 
Scheme of Work. Following a thorough language coursebook (consulting the list of resources in 
this handbook) will prove invaluable, and learners should be equipped with copies of the unit 
vocabulary list. Familiarity with this list, and with those items of grammar and syntax prescribed in 
the specification, can be achieved through a variety of language teaching methods, as your 
teaching time allows. Teachers should note the level of this unit as suggested by the specimen 
assessment materials, and that it is linguistically more demanding than Unit B401. Regular 
translation and comprehension work are much to be advised.  
 
Compulsory for full course, not available for short course. 
 
Literature and sources units are listed below: full course candidates must do 2 from 3, short 
course candidates must do 1 from 3. 
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Unit B403: Classical Greek Prose Literature 1 hour 

 
This unit tests understanding and appreciation of a prepared prose set text. There are two 
sections: candidates choose Section A or Section B. Each section has questions on a specific 
prose text prescription. Some questions require short answers in English, some require tick box 
responses, and others require extended responses in English (with marks awarded for the quality 
of written communication). There are literary appreciation questions (10 marks) on an extract of 
Greek. Candidates must refer to the Greek text to support their answer.  
 
Candidates should be able to demonstrate an understanding of Classical Greek literature by 
translation and/or explanation of words, phrases, sentences or passages of the original Classical 
Greek text; demonstrate an understanding of the cultural content and context of the literature; 
demonstrate an appreciation of literary effects such as simile, metaphor, alliteration, assonance, 
words and word order, as appropriate to the text studied; evaluate, analyse and produce personal 
responses to the Classical Greek prose literature they have studied.  
 
Candidates prepare one prose set text prescription. Approximately 135 lines will be set for each 
prose set text prescription.  
 
Cycle of Texts: each set text prescription will be examined for a maximum of two years, so beware 
changes, and check the texts you are studying against those prescribed in the specification. The 
translations suggested in the resources section are offered as a guide only as different editions 
may have slightly different readings. 
 
For further guidance on teaching this unit, teachers are advised to consult the suggested OCR 
Scheme of Work. It is essential that teachers use the text advised by the specification, or, if they 
are using another edition, that their learners are aware of the differences between that and the 
prescribed text. It is particularly the case in those texts where some adapted Greek may be being 
used. The recommended editions do have good vocabulary lists – but you may need to 
supplement that, depending on the ability level of your learners. The suggested Scheme of Work 
makes suggestions in this regard, as does the list of resources below. Keep any introduction on 
biographical details brief, but do place the text in its context. Learners need to know how to 
translate the text and to know which word means which. Other suggestions which teachers may 
find useful include the following activities:  

 Read the text to your students. 
 Work through it with them in class arriving at either a collective translation – or asking them 

to do a write up of a short section for homework (which you then mark/check). 
 Ask learners to prepare a section, as individuals, pairs or at home – probably not more than 

ten lines. 
 Divide portions up between learners – but bear in mind they will all have to know all the 

text. 
 Once the translation is known, ask regular comprehension questions. 
 Discuss and analyse the text and the story/point of a poem. 
 Work from the Greek to the English. 
 Ask your learners to produce regular summaries of what’s going on in a text. 
 Regular chunks of learning/testing – of translation and how it fits together. 
 Explore the style of the text – alliteration (but only where it means something), repetition of 

words, position of words, vocabulary, introduction to a few basic technical terms. 
  For Rhetorical Terms, try http://www.uky.edu/AS/Classics/rhetoric.html. 
 Ask questions such as “How does the author emphasise (action/emotion) in this section?” 
 Emphasise that any revision needs to use both the Greek text and the translation. 

Literature teaching allows for many possible teaching methods and these are only a few 
recommendations. 
 
 
Optional for both short course and full course. 
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Unit B404: Classical Greek Verse Literature 1 hour 

 
This unit tests understanding and appreciation of a prepared verse set text. There are two 
sections: candidates choose Section A or Section B. Each section has questions on a specific 
verse text prescription. Some questions require short answers in English, some require tick box 
responses, and others require extended responses in English (with marks awarded for the quality 
of written communication). There are literary appreciation questions (10 marks) on an extract of 
Greek. Candidates must refer to the Greek text to support their answer.  
 
Candidates should be able to demonstrate an understanding of Classical Greek literature by 
translation and/or explanation of words, phrases, sentences or passages of the original Classical 
Greek text; demonstrate an understanding of the cultural content and context of the literature; 
demonstrate an appreciation of literary effects such as simile, metaphor, alliteration, assonance 
and the author's use of rhythm, words and word order, as appropriate to the text studied; evaluate, 
analyse and produce personal responses to the Classical Greek verse literature they have studied.  
 
Candidates prepare one verse set text prescription. Approximately 135 lines will be set for each 
verse set text prescription.  
 
Cycle of Texts: each set text prescription will be examined for a maximum of two years, so beware 
changes, and check the texts you are studying against those prescribed in the specification. The 
translations suggested in the resources section are offered as a guide only as different editions 
may have slightly different readings. 
 
For further guidance on teaching this unit, teachers are advised to consult the suggested OCR 
Scheme of Work. It is essential that teachers use the text advised by the specification, or, if they 
are using another edition, that their learners are aware of the differences between that and the 
prescribed text. It is particularly the case in those texts where some adapted Greek may be being 
used. The recommended editions do have good vocabulary lists – but you may need to 
supplement that, depending on the ability level of your learners. The suggested Scheme of Work 
makes suggestions in this regard, as does the list of resources below. Keep any introduction on 
biographical details brief, but do place the text in its context. Learners need to know how to 
translate the text and to know which word means which. Other suggestions which teachers may 
find useful include the following activities:  

 Read the text to your students. 
 Work through it with them in class arriving at either a collective translation – or asking them 

to do a write up of a short section for homework (which you then mark/check). 
 Ask learners to prepare a section, as individuals, pairs or at home – probably not more than 

ten lines. 
 Divide portions up between learners – but bear in mind they will all have to know all the 

text. 
 Once the translation is known, ask regular comprehension questions. 
 Discuss and analyse the text and the story/point of a poem. 
 Work from the Greek to the English. 
 Ask your learners to produce regular summaries of what’s going on in a text. 
 Regular chunks of learning/testing – of translation and how it fits together. 
 Explore the style of the text – alliteration (but only where it means something), repetition of 

words, position of words, vocabulary, introduction to a few basic technical terms, metre 
(although the latter is perhaps best left to a later stage). 

 For Rhetorical Terms, try http://www.uky.edu/AS/Classics/rhetoric.html 
 Ask questions such as “How does the author emphasise (action/emotion) in this section?” 
 Emphasise that any revision needs to use both the Greek text and the translation. 

Literature teaching allows for many possible teaching methods and these are only a few 
recommendations. 
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Optional for both short course and full course. 

Unit B405: Sources for Classical Greek 1 hour 

 
This unit tests understanding and analysis of primary source material. Questions require short 
answers in English, tick-box responses or extended responses in English (with marks awarded for 
the quality of written communication). Questions will be set on both the core prescribed items of 
primary source material and on other items of primary source material of related subject matter. 
The unit will introduce candidates to primary source material as evidence for aspects of life in 
classical Greece, develop candidates’ skills in identifying and responding to evidence, and 
encourage candidates to relate their understanding of evidence to their study of language and 
literature.  
 
The sources are primarily about ancient Athens, but may include examples from other areas of 
Greece such as Delphi, Olympia or Sparta. They are based around two topic areas: 
 

 Work and domestic life (houses, women, slaves, relations with men and women, and 
occupations such as farming, work carried out by women, mining, ships, doctors); 

 
 Social life and citizenship (symposia, aspects of democracy, education, religion and 

festivals (the theatre and athletics), some comparison with Sparta).  
 
For further guidance on teaching this unit, teachers are advised to consult the suggested OCR 
Scheme of Work. This unit will allow learners to experience and respond to many different types of 
sources. Consideration of all the Core Primary Source material is essential for both teachers and 
learners, and teachers should introduce their learners to other primary sources to enable 
appropriate skills of analysis to be developed. Teachers should encourage their learners to think 
about the overarching topics linking the Primary Source materials. 
 
 
Optional for both short course and full course. 



 

Resources 

Classical Greek because of its nature has a limited range of linguistic resources available for 
learners. There will be vast numbers of resources about set texts for literature and sources papers. 
This means the list below can only contain a selection for a specific author. The list is intended to 
act as a broad guide. It is also recognised that teachers may be familiar with other relevant 
resources that are not listed below. Teachers will need to use their professional judgement in 
assessing the suitability of materials in the list below. 
 
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and 
from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this Teacher Guide and the associated Scheme of Work 
are offered as guidance but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher. 

A resource list for teachers 

Units B401 (Language: Mythology and daily life) and B402 (Language: 
History) 

Below are listed various basic textbooks which will be useful for the teaching of Classical 
Greek language up to GCSE level. Obviously, any language teaching book will ultimately be 
useful in the teaching of literature. 

Abbott, EA and Mansfield, ED (1995) A Primer of Greek Grammar Bristol Classical Press 
0715612581 

Anderson, Stephen and Taylor, John (2005) Greek Unseen Translation Bristol Classical Press 
185399684X 

Balme, M & Lawall G (1990) Athenaze I Oxford University Press 0195056213 

Barker, P (1998) The Greek We Speak BCP 1853991767 

Betts, G & Henry A (2003) Teach Yourself Ancient Greek Teach Yourself 034086785X 

Blackwell, C (2001) Gramma J-PROGS, www.j-progs.com 

Goodwin, WW (1998) A Greek Grammar Bristol Classical Press 1853995223 

Morwood, James (2003) Oxford Grammar of Classical Greek Oxford University Press 
0195218515 

JACT (2007) Reading Greek: Grammar and Exercises Cambridge University Press 0521698529 

JACT (2007) Reading Greek: Text and Vocabulary Cambridge University Press 0521698510 
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Paul, A (2001) Grammatikon A H Paul, AHPaul@compuserve.com 

Taylor, J (2003) Greek to GCSE: Part 1 Bristol Classical Press 1853996564 

Taylor, J (2008) Greek to GCSE: Part 2 (2nd rev.ed.) Bristol Classical Press 185399703X 

Usher, HJK (1994) An Outline of Greek Accidence Duckworth/Bristol Classical Press 0715615432 

Wilding, LA (1994) Greek for Beginners Bristol Classical Press 0715626469 
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Unit B403 (Prose Literature) 

 
For examination in June 2010  
Section A set text (for precise details see specification) 
Tales from Herodotus eds GS Farnell and M Goff (Duckworth/BCP) ISBN 9780862920913 
 
Translations 
Herodotus (2004, rev. ed.) The Histories (Penguin Classics) Longman 0140449086 
 
Herodotus (1989) Histories: Bk I-II Loeb 0674991303 
 
Online translations 
http://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/hh/index.htm 

http://www.losttrails.com/pages/Tales/Inquiries/Herodotus.html 

Perseus http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 
 
Background Texts 
Claughton, J (2008) Herodotus and the Persian Wars (Greece and Rome: Texts and Contexts) 
Cambridge University Press 0521689430 
 
Dewald, C & Marincola, J (2006) The Cambridge Companion to Herodotus Cambridge University 
Press 0521536839 
 
Other useful websites 
http://www.classicalworkbooks.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodotus. 

http://www.livius.org/he-hg/herodotus/herodotus01.htm. 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Herodotus/. 

http://www.fsmitha.com/h1/map10per.htm 
 
Or Section B set text (for precise details see specification) 
Four Greek Authors ed EC Kennedy (Duckworth/BCP) ISBN 9781853995019  
 
Translations 
Edwards, M (ed.) & Usher, S. (trans) (1985) Greek Orators: Lysias and Antiphon v.1 Aris & Phillips 
0856682470 
 
Online translations 
Perseus http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 
 
Background texts 
Gagarin, M & MacDowell, D (1998) Antiphon and Andocides University of Texas Press 
0292728093. 
 
Habinek, T (2004) Ancient Rhetoric and Oratory Wiley Blackwell 0631235159. 
 
Other useful websites 
http://www.classicalworkbooks.com 
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For examination in June 2011  
Section A set text (for precise details see specification) 
Tales from Herodotus eds GS Farnell and M Goff (Duckworth/BCP) ISBN 9780862920913  
 
Translations 
Herodotus (2004, rev. ed.) The Histories (Penguin Classics) Longman 0140449086 
 
Herodotus (1989) Histories: Bk I-II Loeb 0674991303 
 
Online translations 
http://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/hh/index.htm 

http://www.losttrails.com/pages/Tales/Inquiries/Herodotus.html 

Perseus http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 
 
Background Texts 
Claughton, J (2008) Herodotus and the Persian Wars (Greece and Rome: Texts and Contexts) 
Cambridge University Press 0521689430 
 
Dewald, C & Marincola, J (2006) The Cambridge Companion to Herodotus Cambridge University 
Press 0521536839 
 
Other useful websites 
http://www.classicalworkbooks.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodotus. 

http://www.livius.org/he-hg/herodotus/herodotus01.htm. 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Herodotus/. 

http://www.fsmitha.com/h1/map10per.htm 
 
Or Section B set text (for precise details see specification) 
Plato, The Martyrdom of Socrates (Apology, Crito and Phaedo Selections) ed F Doherty 
(Duckworth/BCP) ISBN 9780906515969 
 
Translations 
Plato (2003) The Last Days of Socrates Penguin Classics 0140449280. 
 
Online translations 
Perseus http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 
 
Background texts 
Annas, J (2003) Plato: A Very Short Introduction Oxford Paperbacks 019280216X. 
 
Taylor, C (2000) Socrates: A Very Short Introduction Oxford Paperbacks 0192854127. 
 
Other useful websites 
http://www.classicalworkbooks.com 
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Unit B404 (Verse Literature) 

 
For examination in June 2010  
Section A set text (for precise details see specification) 
Homer, Odyssey VI & VII ed J Watson (Duckworth/BCP) ISBN 9781853994890  
 
Translations  
Homer, The Odyssey trans. Rieu, Penguin 2003, ISBN 9780140449112  
  
Online translations 
Perseus http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 
http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/odyssey.6.vi.html 

http://www.tonykline.co.uk/PITBR/Greek/Odyssey6.htm 

 
 
Background texts 
Griffin, J. Homer: The Odyssey, Cambridge University Press 2003, ISBN 9780521539784 
 
Jenkyns, R (1998) Classical Epic: Homer and Virgil BCP 1853991333 

Jones, PV (1991) Homer’s ‘’Odyssey’’, Bristol Classical Press ISBN 9781853990380   

Sowerby, R (2001) York Notes on Homer’s “Odyssey” Longman 0582431514 

Thorpe, M (1991) Homer, Bristol Classical Press ISBN 9780862922412 

Tracy, SV (1990)The Story of the Odyssey Princeton University Press 0691014949 

Penguin Audiobooks, The Odyssey, read by Alex Jennings 

Other useful websites 
http://www.classicalworkbooks.com 

www.bookrags.com/notes/oed/ 

www.mythweb.com/odyssey/ 

www.cliffsnotes.com 

http://www.necessaryprose.com/vases.htm. 

http://www.textkit.com/learn/ID/128/author_id/56/ 

http://humanities.byu.edu/rhetoric/Silva.htm 

 
 
Or Section B set text (for precise details see specification) 
Euripides, Scenes from Iphigenia in Aulis and Iphigenia in Tauris ed EC Kennedy 
(Duckworth/BCP) ISBN 9780906515976  
 
Translations 
Euripides (2006) The Bacchae and Other Plays Penguin Classics 0140447261 
 
Euripides (2004) Iphigenia at Aulis (Classical Dramatists) Methuen Drama 0413774635 
 
Online translations 
Perseus http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 
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Background texts 
 
Theatre  
 
Arnott, P. D. An Introduction to the Greek Theatre, Macmillan 1965, ISBN 9780333079133 
 
Arnott, P. Public and Performance in the Greek Theatre, Routledge 1991, ISBN 9780415062992   
 
Green, R. Handley, E. and Handle, E. Images of Greek Theatre, British Museum Press 1995, ISBN 
9780714122076  
 
Green, J. R. Theatre in Ancient Greek Society, Routledge 1996, ISBN 9780415143592   
 
McLeish, K. Guide to Greek Theatre and Drama, A & C Black Publishers Ltd 2003, ISBN 
9780413720306   
 
Taylor, D. W. The Greek and Roman Stage, Bristol Classical Press 1999, ISBN 9781853995910 
 
Walton, J. M. A Greek Sense of Theatre, Routledge 1997, ISBN 9783718658527   
 
Tragedy 
 
Baldock, M. Greek Tragedy: an Introduction, Bristol Classical Press 1989, ISBN 9781853991196 
 
Easterling, P. E. The Cambridge Companion to Greek Tragedy, Cambridge University Press 1997, 
ISBN 9780521412452 
 
Goldhill, S. Reading Greek Tragedy, Cambridge University Press 1986, ISBN 9780521315791 
 
Taplin, O. Greek Tragedy in Action, Routledge 2002, ISBN 9780415302517  
 
Women 
 
Fantham, E. et al: Women in the Classical World, Oxford University Press 1995, ISBN 
9780195098624   
 
Haward, A. Penelope to Poppaea: Women in Greek and Roman society, Bristol Classical Press 
1998, ISBN 9781853994982  
 
Just, R. Women in Athenian Law and Life, Taylor and Francis 1989, ISBN 9780415058414   
 
Lefkowitz, M. R. and Fant, M. B. Women’s Life in Greece and Rome: A Sourcebook, Duckworth 
2005, ISBN 9780715634332   
 
Massey, M. Women in Ancient Greece and Rome, Cambridge University Press 1988, ISBN 
9780521318075 
 
Other useful websites 
http://www.classicalworkbooks.com 
http://humanities.byu.edu/rhetoric/Silva.htm 
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For examination in June 2011  
Section A set text (for precise details see specification) 
Homer, Odyssey VI & VII ed J Watson (Duckworth/BCP) ISBN 9781853994890  
 
Translations 
Homer, The Odyssey trans. Rieu, Penguin 2003, ISBN 9780140449112   
 
Online translations 
Perseus http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 
http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/odyssey.6.vi.html 

http://www.tonykline.co.uk/PITBR/Greek/Odyssey6.htm 

 
 
Background texts 
Griffin, J. Homer: The Odyssey, Cambridge University Press 2003, ISBN 9780521539784 
 
Jenkyns, R (1998) Classical Epic: Homer and Virgil BCP 1853991333 

Jones, PV(1991)  Homer’s ‘’Odyssey’’, Bristol Classical Press ISBN 9781853990380   

Sowerby, R (2001) York Notes on Homer’s “Odyssey” Longman 0582431514 

Thorpe, M (1991) Homer, Bristol Classical Press ISBN 9780862922412 

Tracy, SV (1990)The Story of the Odyssey Princeton University Press 0691014949 

Penguin Audiobooks, The Odyssey, read by Alex Jennings 

Other useful websites 
http://www.classicalworkbooks.com 

www.bookrags.com/notes/oed/ 

www.mythweb.com/odyssey/ 

www.cliffsnotes.com 

http://www.necessaryprose.com/vases.htm. 

http://www.textkit.com/learn/ID/128/author_id/56/ 
http://humanities.byu.edu/rhetoric/Silva.htm 
 
 
Or Section B set text (for precise details see specification) 
Euripides, Scenes from Rhesus and Helen ed E Kennedy and A Davis (Duckworth/BCP) 
ISBN 9781853995651 
 
Translations  
Euripides (trans. Michie, J and Leach, C) (1992) Helen (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) 
Oxford University Press 0195077105 
 
Euripides (2006) The Bacchae and Other Plays Penguin Classics 0140447261 
 
Online translations 
Perseus http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 
 
 
 
 
 

14 of 21 GCSE Classical Greek 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/
http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/odyssey.6.vi.html
http://www.tonykline.co.uk/PITBR/Greek/Odyssey6.htm
http://www.bookrags.com/notes/oed/
http://www.mythweb.com/odyssey/
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/
http://www.necessaryprose.com/vases.htm
http://humanities.byu.edu/rhetoric/Silva.htm
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/


 

Background texts 
 
Theatre  
 
Arnott, P. D. An Introduction to the Greek Theatre, Macmillan 1965, ISBN 9780333079133 
 
Arnott, P. Public and Performance in the Greek Theatre, Routledge 1991, ISBN 9780415062992   
 
Green, R. Handley, E. and Handle, E. Images of Greek Theatre, British Museum Press 1995, ISBN 
9780714122076  
 
Green, J. R. Theatre in Ancient Greek Society, Routledge 1996, ISBN 9780415143592   
 
McLeish, K. Guide to Greek Theatre and Drama, A & C Black Publishers Ltd 2003, ISBN 
9780413720306   
 
Taylor, D. W. The Greek and Roman Stage, Bristol Classical Press 1999, ISBN 9781853995910 
 
Walton, J. M. A Greek Sense of Theatre, Routledge 1997, ISBN 9783718658527   
 
Tragedy 
 
Baldock, M. Greek Tragedy: an Introduction, Bristol Classical Press 1989, ISBN 9781853991196 
 
Easterling, P. E. The Cambridge Companion to Greek Tragedy, Cambridge University Press 1997, 
ISBN 9780521412452 
 
Goldhill, S. Reading Greek Tragedy, Cambridge University Press 1986, ISBN 9780521315791 
 
Taplin, O. Greek Tragedy in Action, Routledge 2002, ISBN 9780415302517  
 
Women 
 
Fantham, E. et al: Women in the Classical World, Oxford University Press 1995, ISBN 
9780195098624   
 
Haward, A. Penelope to Poppaea: Women in Greek and Roman society, Bristol Classical Press 
1998, ISBN 9781853994982  
 
Just, R. Women in Athenian Law and Life, Taylor and Francis 1989, ISBN 9780415058414   
 
Lefkowitz, M. R. and Fant, M. B. Women’s Life in Greece and Rome: A Sourcebook, Duckworth 
2005, ISBN 9780715634332   
 
Massey, M. Women in Ancient Greece and Rome, Cambridge University Press 1988, ISBN 
9780521318075 
 
Other useful websites 
http://www.classicalworkbooks.com 

 
http://humanities.byu.edu/rhetoric/Silva.htm 
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Unit B405 (Sources for Classical Greek) 

 
Further guidance on primary sources and useful books, including a list of vases to be 
studied, will be published separately for this unit by OCR. 
 
Dillon M and Garland L, (2000 2nd edition), Ancient Greece: social and historical documents from 
Archaic times to the death of Socrates, Routledge 0415217555. 
 
 
Core Primary source material:  
 
• Vases with scenes of women, athletes, religious practices, symposia;  
• Xenophon on houses Oeconomicus 9.2-5;  
• Pseudo-Xenophon on slaves The constitution of Athens 1.10;  
• Aristophanes on spinning and weaving and politics Lysistrata 507-520, 565-597, and on women 
and religion Lysistrata 638-51;  
• Hesiod on attitudes to work Works and Days 303-11, on farming Works and Days 414-447, 465-

478, on women Works and Days 695-705, on shipping Works and Days 678-694;  
• Plutarch on chariot racing at Olympia Alcibiades 11.1-12.1;  
• Sophocles Electra 698-756, description of chariot accident;  
• Vitruvius on the palaestra, On Architecture 5.11.1-4;  
• Plato on educating body and mind Republic 3.411a-e;  
• Xenophon on Spartan education Constitution of the Spartans 1.3-8, 2.1-8;  
• Plutarch on athletics and military training Moralia Table-talk 2 639D-640A;  
• Plato on work and occupations Republic 2.369d-370e;  
• Aelian on Spartan attitudes to culture and work Varia Historia 12.50;  
• Plutarch on slaves and mining Comparison of Nicias and Crassus 1;  
• Lysias 1 on women, marriage and houses On the murder of Eratosthenes 6-10;  
• Plato on Socrates and Alcibiades Symposium 219b-d;  
• Theognis 31-8 on education, symposium;  
• Hippocrates on doctors Epidemics 1.23;  
• Herodotus 6.18, 21.2 on the theatre and democracy;  
• Thucydides 2.37.1-40.2 on democracy and citizenship. 
 
Other useful books 
 
Blundell, S (1999) Women in Ancient Greece British Museum Press 071412219X 
 
Dowswell, P (2000) Greek Gazette Usborne 0746027559 
 
Pearson, A (2007) Ancient Greece Dorling Kindersley 0756630029. 
 
Leon, V (2007) Working IX to V: Orgy Planners, Funeral Clowns and other prized professions of 
the Ancient World  Walker & Co. 0802715567
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Other forms of Support 

In order to help you implement the new GCSE Classical Greek Specification effectively, OCR 
offers a comprehensive package of support.  This includes: 

Published Resources 

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official 
Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR 
specifications. 

Publisher partners 

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder Education, Heinemann 
and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to: 

 Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications  

 Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to 
OCR’s teacher support materials 

 More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries 

 Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement 

OUP is the publisher partner for OCR GCSE Classical Greek. 

 



 

Approved publications 

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process 
to achieve endorsement.   By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of 
quality support for all OCR qualifications. 

 

 
 

Endorsement 

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its 
qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” 
or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve 
endorsement.  All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher. 

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or 
necessary to achieve an OCR qualification.  Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall 
include a range of appropriate texts. 

OCR Training                                

 A full range of training events provide valuable support, for the delivery and assessment of OCR 
qualifications: 

Get Ready… 

  An overview of new OCR specifications 

Get Started… 

For teachers preparing to deliver or already delivering OCR specifications 

Get Ahead… 

For teachers wanting to improve delivery and assessment of a current OCR specification 
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Lead the way… 

To encourage creativity and innovation 

  

View up-to-date event details and make online bookings at www.ocreventbooker.org.uk or view our 
new training e-books at www.ocr.org.uk/training.  If you are unable to find what you are looking for 
contact us by e-mail training@ocr.org.uk or telephone 02476 496398.  

 

e-Communities 

Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with 
other subject specialists.  Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you 
to share knowledge and views via email. 

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion! 

Interchange 

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions 
online, quickly and easily.  The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, 
you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience.  Sign up at 
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.ocreventbooker.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/training
mailto:training@ocr.org.uk
https://community.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/


 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What are the major changes to this specification? 

The new specification has become unitised. This will allow students to complete a unit/s at the end 
of year 10 should they wish. Currently the only rule is that a minimum of 40% must be sat in the 
same series that the candidates enter for a full course qualification certification. The specification 
gives full details. 

The new Classical Greek specification (full course) consists of two compulsory units: B401 and 
B402. Candidates then take two units from B403 (Prose Literature), B404 (Verse Literature) and 
B405 (Sources for Greek). 

The new Classical Greek specification (short course) consists of one compulsory unit: B401. 
Candidates then take one unit from B403 (Prose Literature), B404 (Verse Literature) and B405 
(Sources for Greek). 

The scheme of assessment is untiered. 

More specific guidance and help is being provided to help plan delivery, through schemes of work 
and lesson plans, all available on OCR’s website. 

Each unit is assessed by a one hour written examination. Controlled assessment is not used in this 
Classical Greek specification. 

Will there be a January session for any of the Classical Greek units? 

No, there will only be a June series for GCSE Classical Greek units. 

Can a candidate take Classical Greek and Classical Civilisation or Ancient History? 

Yes. Classical Greek, Classical Civilisation and Ancient History are separate qualifications and 
each has its own classification code. Candidates can take all three and each will count for the 
school league tables. 

Can I combine units from GCSE Classical Greek and GCSE Classical Civilisation or GCSE 
Latin like at A level? 

No. At A level Ancient History, Classical Civilisation, Latin and Classical Greek are all part of the 
Classics suite and so units can be combined to give an overall qualification in Classics. This is not 
the case at GCSE. However, it would be possible to take one short course in Classical Greek and 
another short course in Classical Civilisation. This would however result in two short course GCSE 
qualifications, rather than one full course, but it does provide the flexibility to take both Classical 
Civilisation and another subject in the time that would be spent on one full GCSE. 
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When will the new Classical Greek GCSE first be available? 

Classical Greek GCSE is available for first teaching from September 2009. Assessment for all units 
is available from June 2010 onwards. Certification for GCSE Short Course will be available for the 
first time in June 2010 and for the full course for the first time in June 2011. 

Are candidates allowed to re-sit individual units? 

Candidates can re-sit each unit once, and the better of the two marks will be used for the purposes 
of aggregation. 

Will OCR make past papers available? 

Papers from the June 2008 series onwards will be available to download from the secure 

Interchange website by the end of November. 

Only papers from exam series prior to June 2008 will still be available to download from the OCR 
Website. These will be free of charge. 

What support materials are being produced by OCR for the revised GCSE? 

Schemes of work and lesson plans, together with the defined vocabulary lists can be downloaded 
from the OCR website.  

Do my candidates have to translate English to Greek?  

No, candidates do not have to translate into Greek, although you may find some basic English to 
Greek sentences for translation help with language consolidation work during your teaching. 
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