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Topic 11: Homer: Odyssey Books 9, 10, 21–23

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read the following passage from Book 9 and answer all the questions that follow.

Odysseus and his men face hard times on the sea after leaving the land of the Cicones.

Trans E.V.Rieu, rev. D.C.H.Rieu (Penguin)

(a) Why did Odysseus and his men have ‘heavy hearts’ (line 1) after their time with the Cicones?
[1]

(b) (i) ]1[?no delias yeht erofeb od ot evah nem ’suessydO did tahW

(ii) ]2[.siht od yeht taht detsisni suessydO yhw nialpxE

(c) Later Odysseus �nally reached the land of the Lotus-eaters.

(i) ]2[.elpoep eseht htiw decaf eh melborp eht nialpxE

(ii) ]2[.melborp siht emacrevo eh woh nialpxE

(d) In what ways does Homer hold his audience’s attention in this passage? Give reasons for
y ]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna sweiv ruo

[Total: 12]

1

5

10

We sailed on from...

...land safe and sound

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Odyssey Book 9 
Author: Homer

Translated by: E. V. Rieu
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2 Read the following passage from Book 21 and answer all the questions that follow.

Odysseus reveals himself to his faithful herdsmen.

Trans E.V.Rieu, rev. D.C.H.Rieu (Penguin)

(a) ‘The long scar’ (line 1).

(i) ]1[?racs siht tog suessydO dah woH

(ii) Who else had been convinced by this proof of Odysseus’ true identity? [1]

(b) Give three details of what Odysseus says he will do for the faithful herdsmen if they help him.
[3]

(c) ‘Bring the bow down the hall’ (line 9). Explain why this bow is so important to Odysseus. [3]

(d) How does Homer build up the picture of Odysseus’ character in this passage? Give reasons
f ]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna sweiv ruoy ro

[Total: 12]

1

5

9
10

15

As he spoke, he...

...Odysseus followed him in

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Odyssey Book 21
Author: Homer

Translated by: E. V. Rieu
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3 Read the following passage from Book 22 of The Odyssey and answer all the questions that
follow.

Odysseus and his son are facing the suitors during the battle in the Great Hall .

Trans E.V.Rieu, rev. D.C.H.Rieu (Penguin)

(a) ‘Athene raised her deadly aegis’ (lines 4–5)

(i) ]1[?sigea eht saw tahW

(ii) Give two details of how Athene had helped Odysseus earlier in the battle. [2]

(b) Explain why Athene was an appropriate goddess to be supporting Odysseus. [2]

(c) (i) ]1[?egassap siht retfa sedoeL ot od suessydO seod tahW

(ii) ]2[.siht seod eh yhw nialpxE

(d) In this passage how does Homer show his skill in telling an exciting story? Give reasons for
y ]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna sweiv ruo

[Total: 12]

4
5

10

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Odyssey Book 22
Author: Homer

Translated by: E. V. Rieu

Next, Odyssey stabbed Agelaus...

...�oor ran with blood
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Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 How does Homer show his skills as a storyteller in the way he tells the story of the
Cyclops in Book 9?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from Book 9 of The Odyssey.
[16]

Or 2 Do you think that Homer offers interest and variety in his portrayal of the female
characters in Odysseus’ life both at home in Ithaca and on his travels?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the books of The
Odyssey that you have read. [16]
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To pic 12: Homer: Iliad Books 1, 9, 22 and 24

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read the following passage from Book 1 and answer all the questions that follow.

Chryses approaches the Greeks to ask for his daughter back.

Trans. M. Hammond (Penguin)

(a) ]2[?egassap siht morf llet uoy nac woh dna boj ’sesyrhC saw tahW

(b) (i) Whom did Chryses ask for help when Agamemnon refused his request? [1]

(ii) ]1[?eviecer eh did pleh tahW

(c) (i) ]1[?od ot dah eh nonmemagA llet sahclaK did tahW

(ii) ]1[?detseggus dah sesyrhC tahw naht esrow siht saw woH

(d) Explain why Agamemnon, as a Homeric hero, was so annoyed about what he had to do. [2]

(e) How does Homer bring out the character of Agamemnon in this passage? Give reasons for
y ]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna sweiv ruo

[Total: 12]

5

10

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Iliad Book 1
Author: Homer

Translated by: M. Hammond

‘Sons of Atreus, and...

...to return in safety’
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2 Read the following passage from Book 9 and answer all the questions that follow.

At the beginning of Book 9 the Greeks are horri�ed.

Trans. M. Hammond (Penguin)

(a) ]2[?raef taerg siht tuoba thguorb dah tahW .)1 enil( ’cinap suortsnoM‘

(b) ‘To call each man by name and not to shout out loud’ (lines 8–9). Why do you think
]1[?siht did nonmemagA

(c) (i) What suggestion does Agamemnon make to the Greeks in the assembly? [1]

(ii) ]1[?siht tseggus ot sah eh leef eh seod yhW

(d) Give three details of the disagreement Diomedes has with Agamemnon. [3]

(e) How well does Homer create the feeling of despair among the Greeks in this passage? Give
reasons for your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]

1

5

8
9

10

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Iliad Book 9
Author: Homer

Translated by: M. Hammond

So the Trojans kept...

...spoke to the Argives
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3 Read the following passage from Book 22 and answer all the questions that follow.

Hektor faces Achilleus on the battle�eld.

Trans. M. Hammond (Penguin)

(a) ‘Make me no appeals’ (line 1). Give one detail of what Hektor has asked Achilleus to do. [1]

(b) ‘All that you have done to me’ (lines 3–4)

(i) ]1[?suellihcA ot enod rotkeH dah tahW

(ii) Give two ]2[.deneppah dah siht woh fo sliated

(c) ]2[.deirub eb ydob sih taht rotkeH ot tnatropmi os saw ti yhw nialpxE

(d) Give two details of what Achilleus does with Hektor’s body when he has killed him. [2]

(e) How does Homer make this passage dramatic? Give reasons for your views and support
]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht

[Total: 12]

1

3
4
5

10

Then swift-footed Achilleus...

...iron in your breast’

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Iliad Book 22
Author: Homer

Translated by: M. Hammond
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Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 ‘The involvement of the gods and goddesses in The Iliad adds little to the enjoyment of
the tale. They simply make the whole thing unbelievable.’

Do you agree?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the books of The Iliad
that you have read. [16]

Or 2 ‘It’s hard to like Achilleus who behaves like a spoilt brat throughout The Iliad.’

Do you agree?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the books of The Iliad
that you have read. [16]
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Topic 13: Sophocles: Oedipus the King and Antigone

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read one of the following passages from Oedipus the King and answer all the questions that
follow.

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Fa gles .

The messenger brings news of Jocasta’s death.

Trans. R. Fagles (Penguin)

5

10

15

20

Once she’d broken in...

...crying out to us

An extract of text has been removed due to 
third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Oedipus the King
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: R. Fagles
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Read this passage if you have used the translation by Franklin .

The messenger brings news of Jocasta’s death.

Trans. D. Franklin (CUP)

(a) ]2[.citnarf os reh edam dah taht ,desilaer dah atsacoJ tahw nialpxE

(b) (i) ]1[?siht derevocsid ehs dah nehW
(ii) ]1[?emit emas eht ta hturt eht desilaer ton supideO dah yhW

(c) Give two details of what Oedipus sees when he gets into the bedroom. [2]

(d) Explain why Oedipus chooses to blind himself rather than in�ict any other punishment. [2]

(e) How does Sophocles present a dramatic account of the last moments of Jocasta’s life
through these words of the messenger? Give reasons for your views and support them with

]4[.egassap eht morf sliated

[Total: 12]

5

10

15

An extract of text has been removed due to 
third party copyright restrictions

Details:

Title: Oedipus the King
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: D. Franklin

When, in her frantic...

...was in a frenzy
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2 Read one of the following passages from Antigone and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Fa gles .

The sentry reports to Creon about what he and his fellow guards witnessed outside the city.

Trans. R. Fagles (Penguin)

3

5

10

15

Sentry: Here’s what happened...

...whipping from the gods

An extract of text has been removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Antigone
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: R. Fagles



13

1940/23/24 Jun05 [Turn over

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Franklin .

The sentry reports to Creon about what he and his fellow guards witnessed outside the city.

Trans. D. Franklin (CUP)

(a) ‘We brushed the corpse clean’ (Fagles line 3) [‘we swept o� all the dust that covered the
body’ Franklin line 2].

(i) ]1[?esproc eht saw esohW

(ii) ]2[.yaced ot tfel neeb dah ti yhw nialpxE

(iii) ]1[?tsud htiw derevoc neeb ti dah yhW

(b) After the storm passed the guards caught sight of Antigone.

(i) Give two ]2[.gniod reh was yeht tahw fo sliated

(ii) ]2[.sgniht eseht gniod saw ehs yhw nialpxE

(c) How does Sophocles grab the audience’s attention in this section of the sentry’s story? Give
reasons for your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]

2

5

10

Sentry: This is how...

...plague of the gods

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details:

Title: Antigone
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: D. Franklin
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3 Read one of the following passages from Antigone and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Fa gles .

Tiresias �nally becomes angry enough to tell Creon what the future holds.

Trans. R. Fagles (Penguin)

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Franklin .

Tiresias �nally becomes angry enough to tell Creon what the future holds.

Trans. D. Franklin (CUP)

4
5

10
11
12

15

3

5

7
8

10

The chariot of the...

...pains that you perfected!

An extract of text has been removed due to 
third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Antigone
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: R. Fagles

Teiresias: Know you well...

...by these same disasters

An extract of text has been removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Antigone
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: D. Franklin
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(a) Explain why Tiresias has become so angry with Creon. [2]

(b) Explain what Tiresias means by ‘a corpse for corpses given in return’ (Fagles line 4) [‘a
corpse in exchange for corpses: Franklin line 3]. [4]

(c) ‘You, you have no business with the dead…forced upon the heavens.’ (Fagles lines 10–12)
[‘The dead are no concern of yours…you have forced this on them’: Franklin lines 7–8]. What
does Tiresias mean by what he says in these lines? [2]

(d) What impression of the character of Tiresias does Sophocles present in this passage? Give
reasons for your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]

Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 Do you think that Oedipus deserved what happened to him?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the play Oedipus the
King. [16]

Or 2 Many people argue that the play Antigone should have been called Creon, since the
story really deals with his tragedy.

Do you agree with this view?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from Antigone. [16]
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To pic 14: Euripides: Hippolytus and Alcestis

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read one of the following passages from Hippolytus and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Vellacott .

The nurse is trying to calm Phaedra down.

Trans. P. Vellacott (Penguin)

5

10

15

20

Phaedria: Oh! Oh! To...

...for your level rides!

An extract of text has been removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions

Details:

Title: Hippolytus
Author: Euripides

Translated by: P. Vellacott
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Read this passage if you have used the translation by Davie .

The nurse is trying to calm Phaedra down.

Trans. J. Davie (Penguin)

(a) Explain the signi�cance of the kind of places Phaedra wants to be in. [2]

(b) Why do you think Phaedra appeals to Artemis? (Vellacott line 20) [Davie line 14] [2]

(c) ]2[.dessertsid os si ardeahP yhw nialpxE

(d) What family details does Phaedra later give to explain her terrible passion? [2]

(e) How does Euripides reveal the character of the nurse in this passage? Give reasons for your
]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna sweiv

[Total: 12]

5

10

14
15

Phaedra: Ah, if only...

...were in your sanctuary!

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details:

Title: Hippolytus
Author: Euripides

Tranlated by: J. Davie
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2 Read one of the following passages from Hippolytus and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Vellacott .

Theseus has returned home to �nd dreadful news awaiting him.

Trans. P. Vellacott (Penguin)

An extract of text has been removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Hippolytus
Author: Euripides

Translated by: P. Vellacott

Theseus: You left us...

...blow could fall now?
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Read this passage if you have used the translation by Davie .

Theseus has returned home to �nd dreadful news awaiting him.

Trans. J. Davie (Penguin)

(a) (i) ]1[?morf denruter tsuj suesehT sah erehW

(ii) ]1[?devirra eh nehw daeh sih dnuor gniraew eh saw tahW

(iii) ]2[?siht ni ereht si ynori tahW

(b) What has Phaedra in fact written in the letter? (Vellacott line 16) [Davie line 10] [2]

(c) Theseus uses his father to deal with what he discovers from Phaedra’s letter. Explain how he
does this. [2]

(d) How does Euripides create a dramatically tense atmosphere in this passage? Give reasons
f ]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna sweiv ruoy ro

[Total: 12]

[Turn over[Turn over

5

10

15

Theseus: Oh, you have...

...my royal master’s house

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Hippolytus
Author: Euripides

Translated by: J. Davie
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3 Read one of the following passages from Alcestis and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Vellacott .

Alcestis is nearing the end of her life.

Trans. P. Vellacott (Penguin)

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Davie .

Alcestis is nearing the end of her life.

Trans. J. Davie (Penguin)

4
5

10

15

3

5

10

15

Alcestis: O earth, and...

...is shared with me

An extract of text has been removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Alcestis
Author: Euripides

Translated by: P. Vellacott

Alcestis: O earth and...

...share in this sorrow

An extract of text has been removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Alcestis
Author: Euripides

Translated by: J. Davie
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(a) ‘The gods are powerful’ (Vellacott line 4) [‘The mighty gods’ Davie line 3].
Explain how a god has been involved already in the events that have led to Alcestis’ death.

[2]

(b) Explain the visions which Alcestis is having. [2]

(c) Explain why Admetus refuses to let his father attend Alcestis’ funeral. [2]

(d) Explain why Admetus later insists on Heracles staying at the house even though they are all
grieving for Alcestis. [2]

(e) How does Euripides reveal Admetus’ character in this passage? Give reasons for your views
and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]

Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 ‘Euripides raises a number of important issues in Alcestis and resolves them effectively
by the way he ends the play.’

Do you agree?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the play Alcestis. [16]

Or 2 Do you think that Euripides expects us to feel pity for any of his characters in the play
Hippolytus or do they all just get what they deserve?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the play Hippolytus. [16]
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To pic 15: Aristophanes: Acharnians and L ysistrata

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read one of the following passages from Acharnians and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the 1973 edition of the translation.

Amphitheus has given Dikaiopolis a peace before running away from the chorus.

Trans. Alan H Sommerstein (Penguin) 1973

5

10

15

20

25

Dikaiopolis: Yes, I’ll take...

...revenged in Spartan gore

An extract of text has been removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Acharnians
Author: Aristophanes

Translated by: Alan H. Sommerstein
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Read this passage if you have used the 2002 edition of the translation.

Amphitheus has given Dikaiopolis a peace before running away from the chorus.

Trans. Alan H Sommerstein (Penguin) 2002

(a) Amphitheus o�ered Dikaiopolis three peaces.

(i) Which one did he choose and what reason did he give for his choice? [2]

(ii) Give one peace and e ]2[.ti detcejer eh yhw nialpx

(b) ]1[?rotiart a sa silopoiakiD drager surohc eht od yhW

(c) Explain why Aristophanes has chosen Acharnians and a Megarian to re�ect the su�erings of
]2[.raW naisennopoleP eht

(d) Give one ]1[.ecaep lanosrep sih rof steg silopoiakiD egatnavda

(e) How does Aristophanes show the nature of the chorus in this passage? Give reasons for your
]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna sweiv

[Total: 12]

5

10

15

20

25

Leader: Chase him, chase...

...them to the hilt!

An extract of text has been removed due to third party 
copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Acharnians
Author: Aristophanes

Translated by: Alan H. Sommerstein
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2 Read one of the following passages from Lysistrata and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the 1973 edition of the translation.

Lysistrata has been trying to win the magistrate round to her way of thinking.

Trans. Alan H Sommerstein (Penguin)

5

10
11
12

15
16

20

Lysistrata: Yes, I know...

...to complete the funeral!

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Lysistrata
Author: Aristophanes

Translated by: Alan H. Sommerstein
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Read this passage if you have used the 2002 edition of the translation.

Lysistrata has been trying to win the magistrate round to her way of thinking.

Trans. Alan H Sommerstein (Penguin) 2002

(a) (i) What has Lysistrata been trying to persuade the magistrate to do? [1]

(ii) What two things have the women done to try to make the men agree to this? [2]

(b) Answer either (b)(i) or (b)(ii)

(b)(i) Explain what Lysistrata is referring to in one of the following:

•  ‘myself I will bake your Cerberus-cake’ (lines 10–11 1973 edition); or
•  ‘fare for the ride’ (line 12 1973 edition); or
•  ‘Charon’ (line 16 1973 edition).

(b)(ii) Explain what Lysistrata is referring to in one of the following:

•  ‘Charon’ (line 18 2002 edition); or
•  ‘nice honey-cake’ (line 10 2002 edition); or
•  ‘the post-funeral o�erings’ (lines 23–24 2002 edition).

[2]

(c) Lampito is one of the women who has joined Lysistrata.

(i) ]1[?ehs si ytilanoitan tahW

(ii) Explain why it is surprising that someone of this nationality should be in Athens. [2]

(d) How does Aristophanes use variety to make this conversation interesting to the audience?
Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]

5

10

15

18

20

23
24

Lysistrata: But it’s not...

...the post-funeral o�erings!

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details:

Title: Lysistrata
Author: Aristophanes

Translated by: Alan H. Sommerstein
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3 Read one of the following passages from Lysistrata and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the 1973 edition of the translation.

The men are getting desperate and are ready to listen to Lysistrata.

Trans. Alan H Sommerstein (Penguin)

Read this passage if you have used the 2002 edition of the translation.

The men are getting desperate and are ready to listen to Lysistrata.

Trans. Alan H Sommerstein (Penguin) 2002

5

10

15

5

10

15

Leader: Here come our...

...and it’s killing us

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Lysistrata
Author: Aristophanes

Translated by: Alan H. Sommerstein

Leader: Here’s the long-bearded...

...all! It’s killing us

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Lysistrata
Author: Aristophanes

Translated by: Alan H. Sommerstein
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(a) Where has the ambassador come from? [1]

(b) What two things did the women keep from the men to get them to agree to make peace? [2]

(c) Give three details of how Lysistrata uses Reconciliation to help her persuade the men to
make peace. [3]

(d) Lysistrata believes that women should be allowed to run the city. Explain her argument. [2]

(e) Explain what Aristophanes expected his audience to find funny in this passage. Give reasons
for your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]

Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 ‘Aristophanes’ characters are an unpleasant lot who are only interested in themselves.’

Do you agree?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from Aristophanes’ play
Acharnians or Lysistrata or both plays. [16]

Or 2 ‘Aristophanes’ charm lies in his ability to couple wild fantasy with down-to-earth belly
laughs and thought-provoking advice.’

Do you agree that Aristophanes offers his audience a full package of entertainment?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from Aristophanes’ play
Acharnians or Lysistrata or both plays. [16]
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Topic 16: Herodotus: The Persian War

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read the following passage from Chapter 1 and answer all the questions that follow.

Herodotus describes the burning of Sardis.

Trans. W. Shepherd (CUP)

(a) ‘The Ionian army took the city of Sardis’ (line 1).

(i) ]1[?sidraS saw erehW

(ii) ]1[?ytic eht ekat snainoI eht depleh ohW

(b) Aristagoras had caused the Ionians to rise up against the Persians in Sardis.

(i) ]2[.tlover siht gnitrats rof dah eh nosaer lanosrep eht nialpxE

(ii) Give two arguments that he used when he was trying to get help for the Ionians. [2]

(c) Explain why the attack on Sardis was so important in the Persian War. [2]

(d) How is this passage typical of Herodotus’ style of history writing? Give reasons for your views
]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna

[Total: 12]
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The Ionian army took...

...goddess of the land

An extract of text has been removed due to third 
party copyright restrictions
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Title: The Persian War
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2 Read the following passage from Chapter 7 and answer all the questions that follow.

Aristides has arrived on Salamis during the argument between the Greek generals in the council.
He calls Themistocles out to tell him of new developments.

Trans. W. Shepherd (CUP)

(a) ‘What the Peloponnesians say about sailing away’ (lines 3–4).
]2[.simalaS morf yawa lias ot detnaw snaisennopoleP eht yhw nialpxE

(b) Give two arguments that Themistocles used to persuade the Peloponnesian generals to stay.
[2]

(c) ‘This move of the Persians is my doing’ (line 10).
Give two ]2[.siht deveihca dah selcotsimehT woh tuoba sliated

(d) Why did Herodotus �nd it strange that Aristides had gone to Salamis and that he was
]1+1[?selcotsimehT pleh ot deraperp

(e) How does Herodotus make this section of his story dramatic? Give reasons for your views
]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna

[Total: 12]

[Turn over[Turn over[Turn over
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Aristides said to him...

...you say we are
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party copyright restrictions
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3 Read the following passage from Chapter 8 and answer all the questions that follow.

The Battle of Salamis draws to an end.

Trans. W. Shepherd (CUP)

(a) ‘In this chaos’ (line 1).

(i) ]1[?spihs naisreP eht gnoma soahc siht desuac dah tahW

(ii) Give two reasons why the Greeks were more successful than the Persians in this battle.
[2]

(b) Earlier in the battle Queen Artemisia had tricked Xerxes into thinking that she was very brave.
Give three ]3[.siht did ehs woh fo sliated

(c) ‘He asked what ship it was’ (line 12).

(i) ]1[?siht gniod ni esoprup ’sexreX saw tahW

(ii) ]1[?retcarahc sih tuoba wohs ti seod tahW

(d) How has Herodotus made this passage interesting? Give reasons for your views and support
]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht

[Total: 12]
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In this chaos some...

...what ship it was

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions
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Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 ‘Themistocles was a great man who won his victories because of his extraordinary
leadership skills and his ability to inspire people. Miltiades, on the other hand, was just
lucky.’

Do you agree that Themistocles was a great general but Miltiades was just in the right
place at the right time?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from The Persian War. [16]

Or 2 The Battle of Plataea is a detailed historical account of a complicated battle. How does
Herodotus bring the story alive for his readers? 

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from Chapter 10 of The
Persian War. [16]

[Turn over[Turn over[Turn over
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Topic 17: Virgil: The Aeneid Books 1, 2 and 4

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read the following passage from Book 1 and answer all the questions that follow.

J uno feels that she has been humiliated.

Trans. G. Tingay (CUP)

(a) ‘To keep the Trojan king out of Italy’ (line 4).

(i) ]1[?yorT evael ot dah snajorT eht dah yhW

(ii) ]1[?ylatI ot teg ot tnaw yeht did yhW

(b) ‘Juno, still nursing…her endless resentment’ (lines 2–3). Explain two reasons why Juno felt
]4[.snajorT eht sdrawot tnemtneser

(c) Give two details of how Juno caused trouble for the Trojans after this passage. [2]

(d) What impression of the character of Juno does Virgil give us in this passage? Give reasons
f ]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna sweiv ruoy ro

[Total: 12]
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The Trojans had only...

...which spawns impectuous winds
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2 Read the following passage from Book 2 and answer all the questions that follow.

Sinon tells his tale to the Trojans, trying to get them to believe he is a deserter from the Greek
camp.

Trans. G. Tingay (CUP)

(a) (i) What had Palamedes done (according to Sinon) to annoy Ulysses? [1]

(ii) ]2[.)3–2 senil( ’gnivil eht fo dnal eht tfel dah eh‘ yhw nialpxE

(b) ‘With the help of Calchas’ (line 9).

(i) ]1[?sahclaC saw ohW

(ii) ]1[?llafnwod s’noniS tuoba gnirb sessylU pleh eh did woH

(c) How does Sinon go on to explain the reasons for the Greeks’ decision to leave? [3]

(d) In this passage, how does Virgil show Sinon’s persuasive skills as he tries to get the Trojans
to trust him? Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]

[Turn over[Turn over[Turn over
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While Palamedes was still...

...hear it, and Menelaus
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3 Read the following passage from Book 2 and answer all the questions that follow.

Aeneas prepares to go into battle again to �ght the Greeks.

Trans. G. Tingay (CUP)

(a) ‘So I put on my sword once more’ (line 1).
Explain why, even though the Greeks were inside Troy, Aeneas had previously taken o� his
armour. [2]

(b) ‘Jupiter, if ever you listen to prayers’ (line 14).
What two proofs did Anchises get that Jupiter was in fact listening to his prayer? [2]

(c) (i) What instructions does Aeneas give to each of his family about what they are to do next?
[3]

(ii) ]1[?asuerC sllet eh tahw tuoba tnacifingis si tahW

(d) How does Virgil make this passage dramatic? Give reasons for your views and support them
]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw

[Total: 12]
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So I put on...

...to con�rm this omen’

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright 
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Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 ‘Virgil makes his story of Dido and Aeneas both interesting in its plotline and powerful in
its emotion.’

Do you agree? 

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from Book 4 of The Aeneid.
[16]

Or 2 Do you think that the inclusion of gods and goddesses in The Aeneid helps or hinders
your enjoyment of the story?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the books of The Aeneid
that you have read. [16]

[Turn over[Turn over[Turn over
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Topic 18 : Ovid : Metamorphoses Books 7 and 8

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read one of the following passages from Book 7 and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Innes .

Cephalus is telling the tale of his wife’s sad death.

Trans. M. Innes (Penguin)

3

5

10

The next day the...

...guilty of her death

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Metamorphoses Book 7
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Read this passage if you have used the translation by Raeburn .

Cephalus is telling the tale of his wife’s sad death.

Trans. Raeburn (Penguin)

(a) ]1[?elat siht gnillet sulahpeC saw yhW

(b) ]3[.dnabsuh reh no gniyps saw sircorP yhw nialpxE

(c) Explain the irony in the fact that it was the javelin that caused Procris’ death. [2]

(d) Explain why it could be argued that Cephalus got what he deserved for the way he had
]2[.reilrae sircorP detaert

(e) How does Ovid stir our emotions in this passage? Give reasons for your views and support
]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht

[Total: 12]
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The following morning, when...

...our love which continues
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2 Read one of the following passages from Book 8 and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Innes .

Althaea, Meleager’s mother, agonises over avenging her brothers.

Trans. M. Innes (Penguin)

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Raeburn .

Althaea, Meleager’s mother, agonises over avenging her brothers.

Trans. Raeburn (Penguin)
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‘Alas, where do I...

...twice bestowed on you

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions
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...was doubly given you
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(a) ‘My hands cannot carry out their purpose’ (Innes lines 1–2) [‘My hands are too weak’
Raeburn line 2].

(i) What was their purpose? [1]

(ii) How had she shown that she couldn’t make them do what she wanted? [1]

(b) Explain what Althaea means in lines 9–10 (‘how much better…you were a baby’ Innes) [‘How
dearly I wish…my baby’ Raeburn lines 11–12]. [3]

(c) Explain why Meleager had killed Althaea’s brothers. [3]

(d) How effectively does Ovid reveal the character of Althaea in this passage? Give reasons for
your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]
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3 Read one of the following passages from Book 8 and answer all the questions that follow.

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Innes .

Erysichthon reacts violently when his servants refuse to cut down a sacred tree.

Trans. M. Innes (Penguin)

Read this passage if you have used the translation by Raeburn .

Erysichthon reacts violently when his servants refuse to cut down a sacred tree.

Trans. Raeburn (Penguin)

5

10

5

10

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions
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(a) Give one sign that should have told Erysichthon, when he first saw it, that this was a sacred
tree. [1]

(b) Why did the tree bleed? [1]

(c) Ceres sent a mountain spirit to give some orders to Hunger.

(i) Describe how the spirit travelled to find Hunger. [2]

(ii) Explain one way in which Hunger’s appearance reflected her nature. [2]

(d) Explain how Erysichthon used his daughter’s powers to help him. [2]

(e) How well does this passage reveal Ovid’s skill at storytelling? Give reasons for your views
and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]

Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 ‘Ovid’s tale of Jason and Medea is full of adventure and excitement, but he reveals such
a dark side to human nature that we cannot truly enjoy it.’

Do you agree that the characters in this story are so unpleasant that they spoil the
entertainment value?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from Book 7 of
Metamorphoses. [16]

Or 2 ‘Ovid’s heroes and heroines are plagued by the petty irritations of the gods and don’t
deserve to come to such gloomy ends.’

Do you agree that the mortals suffer because of the gods and goddesses, or are they
responsible for their own fates?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the books of the
Metamorphoses that you have read. [16]
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Topic 19: Pliny: Letters

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read the following passage and answer all the questions that follow.

Pliny writes about his uncle’s attempt to save a friend from a volcanic eruption.

Trans. C. Greig (CUP)

(a) Give two di�culties that Pliny’s uncle had encountered when he approached Pompeii. [2]

(b) ‘The wind helped my uncle’s ship’ (line 1).
Give two details of how this same wind had caused problems for Pomponianus. [2]

(c) Explain two ways in which Pliny tries to stress how calm his uncle was. [4]

(d) What does Pliny’s uncle’s behaviour in this passage make you think about his uncle?
Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]
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The wind helped my...

...seemed brighter than ever
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2 Read the following passage and answer all the questions that follow.

Pliny writes about an incident at the baths.

Trans. C. Greig (CUP)

(a) ]1[?odekaM dellik dah ohW

(b) Explain two ways in which what happened to Makedo in the above passage can be related to
]4[.sdrawretfa mih ot deneppah tahw

(c) Does Pliny think Makedo got what he deserved? 
Y ]1[.rettel siht ni ynilP yb edam stnemmoc yna ot refer dluohs uo

(d) Pliny talks about slaves in this letter and in others.
]2[.sevals ot edutitta s’ynilP esirammuS

(e) ‘So you see, Makedo ought to have been more careful about baths.’ (lines 7–8)
Do you think that this is a logical conclusion? Give reasons for your views and support them

]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw

[Total: 12]
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Well, that’s enough of...

...where he was killed
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3 Read the following passage and answer all the questions that follow.

Pliny writes to his wife Calpurnia.

Trans. C. Greig (CUP)

(a) ]1[?ainruplaC si erehW

(b) ]1[?reh htiw enog ton ynilP sah yhW

(c) According to a previous letter, how is Calpurnia comforted when she is away from Pliny? [2]

(d) Give four details of how, according to Pliny, Calpurnia takes interest in his work at court. [4]

(e) Do you �nd Pliny’s expressions of love for Calpurnia convincing in this letter?
Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]
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Even if you were...

...to be afraid again
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Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 To what extent can Pliny be seen as a valuable source of information for life in the
provinces?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the letters that you have
read. [16]

Or 2 ‘Pliny shows devotion to his friends and family, his home town and especially himself.’

Is this a fair assessment of Pliny?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the letters that you have
read. [16]
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Topic 20: Tacitus: Empire and Emperors

Answer two questions from Section 1 and one question from Section 2.

Section 1. Answer two questions from this section.

1 Read the following passage from Chapter 2 and answer all the questions that follow.

Drusus has been sent to deal with the mutiny on the Danube.

Trans. G. Tingay (CUP)

(a) Give two details of how Pescennius had stirred up trouble in the legions in Pannonia. [2]

(b) Give two details of what Vibulenus had done to stir up the rebellion. [2]

(c) ‘Dread of divine anger’ (line 11). Explain what had happened to make the soldiers believe the
]2[.meht tsniaga erew sdog

(d) Explain how Drusus had made use of the soldiers’ superstitious beliefs. [2]

(e) How is this passage typical of the way Tacitus does more than simply state the historical
facts? Give reasons for your views and support them with details from the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]
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But Drusus was fond...

...fading and tempests raged
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2 Read the following passage from Chapter 3 and answer all the questions that follow.

Tacitus describes some of the events after the death of Sejanus.

Trans. G. Tingay (CUP)

(a) ‘Popular anger was subsiding’ (line 1). Explain brie�y why the people had been so angry
about Sejanus. [2]

(b) (i) What personal tragedy had Tiberius su�ered at the hands of Sejanus and Livilla? [1]

(ii) What did Livilla do when Tiberius discovered what they had done? [1]

(c) Explain one reason that Terentius gives to explain why he was friendly with Sejanus. [2]

(d) Explain why the children’s bodies were thrown down the Gemonian steps. [2]

(e) In this passage how well does Tacitus imply his disapproval of the way the Romans behaved
after the death of Sejanus? Give reasons for your views and support them with details from
the passage. [4]

[Total: 12]
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Popular anger was subsiding...

...I was Sejanus’ friend
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3 Read the following passage from Chapter 5 and answer all the questions that follow.

Tacitus describes the crushing of an uprising by the Frisii, a German tribe on the Rhine frontier.

Trans. G. Tingay (CUP)

(a) ]2[.snamoR eht htiw ecaep rieht nekorb dah iisirF eht yhw nialpxE

(b) ]1[?sexat gnitcelloc erew ohw sreidlos eht ot od iisirF eht did tahW

(c) (i) ]1[?)5 enil( suinorpA saw ohW

(ii) ]2[.deliaf dah iisirF eht htiw laed ot stpmetta sih yhw nialpxE

(d) What does Tacitus reveal about the nature of the Roman occupation elsewhere in his account
of this uprising? [2]

(e) How is this passage typical of the style of Tacitus’ history writing? Give reasons for your views
]4[.egassap eht morf sliated htiw meht troppus dna

[Total: 12]

Section 2. Answer one question from this section.

Either 1 Why do you think Tacitus’ story of the reign of Tiberius has been on the best seller list for
so many centuries?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from Empire and Emperors .
[16]

Or 2 ‘Tacitus wrote with a moral purpose. He wanted to expose the evils of the principate.’

Do you agree that Tacitus only shows us the evil in Tiberius and the way he ruled or do
we sometimes get a more balanced view?

Give reasons for your views and support them with details from Empire and Emperors .
[16]
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...the command of it
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