
Examiners’ Report

June 2018

GCSE Citizenship Studies 1CS0 01



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We provide a

wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes

for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or 

www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your students’

exam results.

See students’ scores for every exam question.

Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.

Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop their

learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.

Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone progress

in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people,

wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by

working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our

commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out

more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2018

Publications Code 1CS0_01_1806_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2018

2     GCSE Citizenship Studies 1CS0 01

http://www.edexcel.com
http://www.btec.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
http://www.pearson.com/uk


Introduction
This was the first assessment of the new specification for GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies, Paper 1.

The expectation of the new specification is to give parity of academic esteem to Citizenship Studies

alongside other GCSE subjects by providing a more demanding and rigorous qualification than the

previous, legacy specification.

Paper 1 consists of four sections; Section A relates to Theme A of the specification: Living together

in the UK, Section B relates to Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK and Section C relates to

Theme C: Law and justice. In Section D, the extended-response questions are linked to two or more

of Themes A to C.

Furthermore, the wider aim of the new GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies specification is to correlate

with the drive for echoing the themes of British values, which is central to schools’ remit. In

addition, the new specification with its increased rigour is aimed at providing a platform for study in

higher tier subjects in the social sciences such as Law, Politics and Sociology, and for a range of

BTECs, such as Public Services and Business amongst many others.

There was general agreement amongst Examiners in this examination series that, in large part,

Centres had prepared their candidates well. There were few mistakes made by candidates in rubric

commands, and timing did not appear to present any difficulty. However, at the same time, there

were common mistakes made by candidates which can easily be overcome and addressed.

This report provides guidance for future series by addressing the good points of each question and

identifying areas for improvement.

GCSE Citizenship Studies 1CS0 01     3



Question 1 (a) 

In this multiple-choice question, candidates were required to identify two legal requirements that

apply to UK citizens. The aim of this question was to determine if candidates could differentiate

between moral and legal obligations. Responses A and F are legal requirements whereas B to E

have a moral dimension. Many candidates identified the duty to pay tax for 1 mark, but fewer were

able to identify the parental duty to care for their children as a legal obligation. Therefore, most

candidates scored 1 mark for this question.

Question 1 (b) 

In this ‘explain’ question, candidates were required to provide two reasons why the Magna Carta

was commemorated in 2015. The first marking point was awarded for the outline of a reason and

the second marking point was award for the development of their answer.

Candidates tended to approach this question from a purely historic point of view and cited the

restrictions on King John and, therefore, a process of limited monarchy. A minority of candidates

discussed the wider constitutional and democratic ramifications of the Magna Carta, such as the

commencement of human rights and equality before the law, for which the Magna Carta was a

catalyst. However, many candidates were only able to offer outlines for their reasons and were

unable to substantiate their response with further development.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The detail is very brief and not fully

developed.

It is important to provide extra detail to develop your response clearly to gain full

marks.
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This response is awarded the full 4 marks. The candidate has given two clear

reasons and it combines the historical evidence with contemporary relevance for

commemoration.

To prepare for the exam, revise brief definitions of the key aspects which appear in

the specification.
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Question 1 (c) 

In this ‘explain’ question, candidates were asked to provide an explanation as to why both tolerance

and respect are central values that underpin life for citizens in the UK. This is an AO1 question in

which candidates are awarded marks for their knowledge and understanding of citizenship

concepts, terms and issues.

There is an obvious overlap between the terms ‘tolerance’ and ‘respect’ and stronger responses

were able to explain the meaning of tolerance very well. However, the term ‘respect’ proved a more

challenging concept and candidates frequently associated it with ‘something you get back if you

give it in the first place’. However, many candidates identified that community cohesion is built on

these central values, which gained credit.

This response was awarded no marks. The candidate has provided no material that

is creditworthy as the responses are too vague.
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This response is awarded 1 mark. The candidate has made a relevant explanation of

tolerance but the response to respect is not creditworthy.
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This response is awarded the full 2 marks. The candidate has provided a full and

complete explanation with good examples to show understanding of these

concepts.
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Question 1 (d) 

In this question, candidates were asked to suggest two ways in which a citizen’s identity affects

their life.

Candidates provided a range of positive and negative impact that identity has on people's lives.

Some responses referred to the celebration of identity through religion and ethnicity, while others

focussed on the regressive impact on people who were denied opportunities in life as a result of

their identity.

This response was awarded no marks. The candidate provided no relevant or

creditworthy material.
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This response is awarded 1 mark. The candidate has provided no creditworthy

response for the first suggestion, but the second comment is valid and worthy of

credit.

When questions ask for two areas/issues/reasons/ways, try to identify two and

avoid overlapping the responses.
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This response was awarded the full 2 marks. The candidate has given two

suggestions related to gender identity and disability.
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Question 2 

In this 6-mark, ‘explain’ question, candidates were required to refer to the source material given to

provide an explanation as to why refugees migrate to the UK. This is an AO2 question in which

candidates are assessed on their knowledge and understanding of citizenship issues to a given

context. However, there is a tendency for candidates to be over reliant on the source material in

these questions, depending on a ‘cut and paste’ approach to answering rather than using the

material to stimulate a detailed and relevant response.

Some of the better responses identified reasons related to education and economic factors for

marking point 4 in the mark scheme. In addition, marking point 2 was seen in many responses

related to the empathetic nature of helping refugees who have been unjustly treated in the past,

although these responses were often not well developed. Marking point 1 was also seen as a

reason for migration related to social and political freedom which exists in the UK.

Unfortunately, candidates found this question challenging and struggled to achieve marks at Level

3. Candidates should be encouraged to use the source material carefully in order that they are able

to see the wider points it is trying to make to achieve higher marks.
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This response was awarded Level 2 and scored 3 marks. The candidate makes good

progress in the first paragraph but, unfortunately, it is not sustained. The second

paragraph tends to repeat the information in the source material which does not

gain credit.

Remember it is not an exercise to repeat the source but to analyse and come to

judgments about the content.
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This response gained Level 3 and scored 5 marks. The candidate has used the

source material well and with little repetition. There are reasoned points in the

response which gained credit.

Success here is not about the quantity of what is produced but the quality, and

making use of the sources to develop AO2 and AO3.
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Question 3 (a) 

In this question, candidates were asked to identify one reason why it is important for citizens to

vote in elections.

In the main, candidates received this question very well and could provide reasons why voting in

elections is important. Good responses linked the duty to vote and the continuance of democracy.

However, weaker responses tended to be less expressive and only stated that it provided choice.

Some response also made vague suggestions that it was a source of legitimacy.

This response was awarded no marks. The candidate has made no relevant

connection to the importance of voting, as specified in the question.

This response was awarded the 1 mark. The candidate has addressed the question

and has made a clear connection to the importance of voting suggesting that it

prevents dictatorship.
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Question 3 (b) 

In this ‘explain’ question, candidates were asked to provide an explanation of two features as to

how MPs are elected to the House of Commons.

Many candidates were unable to express clearly the process of how political candidates are

selected by political parties, or run as independent candidates, and how they get elected as MPs.

There were some references to the principles of ‘first-past-the-post’ (FPTP), but very few

explanations of what it meant. A significant minority of candidates were unaware of the election

process and stated that political candidates were chosen by other MPs or by the Prime Minister.

Some even stated that they were chosen by the House of Lords, the House of Commons or the

Queen.

This response was awarded no marks. The response is vague and unclear and does

not provide an explanation of the process.

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has provided a valid

explanation of the features of the election process but has not developed the

responses (AO2) for additional marks.
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Question 3 (c) 

This question proved very challenging for most candidates. The question asked for candidates to

identify one distinctive policy for each of the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat parties.

It was clear that many candidates were not aware of the ideology of the major political parties and

gave responses which lacked a great deal of detail and depth of understand. Weaker responses

gave a one or two word definitions which were often ambiguous and unclear. In many responses

only two parties were cited. However, on occasions when the Liberal Democrat Party was cited, it

was their approach to marijuana which was mentioned.

As with Q3b, this is an area of the specification which requires further study by candidates in

preparation for future examination series.

This response is awarded 2 marks. The candidate has given a valid response for the

Conservative Party and the Labour Party, but an incorrect response related to the

Liberal Democrat Party.
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An appreciation of the political landscape is vital. There are two aspects; firstly, the

structural nature of the political world in how things like Parliament function and,

secondly, the ideas and principles which introduce change in society.

This response is awarded the full 3 marks. The candidate suggests three policies for

each of the major parties which are creditworthy. The candidate expands on the

detail given in the answer, which provides precision and clarity.
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Question 4 (a) 

This multiple-choice question aimed to assess candidates’ understanding of the UK’s constitution.

However, it proved to be a very challenging question for most candidates, with very few gaining full

marks. Most candidates were only able to identify one feature of the UK’s constitution, but the

answer that it is derived from several sources was often missed.

Question 4 (b)

This second multiple-choice question which aimed to assess candidates’ understanding of

parliamentary sovereignty in the UK, was equally challenging. A minority of candidates were able to

identify the correct response D for 1 mark, but many candidates opted for the response B, which

was incorrect and gained no marks.
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Question 4 (c) 

In this 6-mark, ‘explain’ question, candidates were required to provide an explanation as to how the

relationship between Scotland and the rest of the UK has changed since devolution was introduced.

This is an AO2 question and the expectation is that candidates are required to use the source

material and their own knowledge to demonstrate an understanding of the context of this

question. In this respect, candidates are required to look at the broader aspect in their response to

consider what devolution has done to the UK, and to reach a view as to whether devolution has

made things better or worse.

Stronger answers understood the concept of devolution, but weaker responses just cited the

source without demonstrating an understanding of the context of this evolving and changing

relationship between Scotland and the rest of the UK, and the process of devolution, as set out in

the specification.

It should be noted that responses that simply repeat the information from the source with no

further development and comment, cannot move beyond Level 2 (3 marks).
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This response was awarded Level 1 and scored 2 marks. The candidate has

demonstrated very little understanding of the question and fails to make effective

comment concerning the source.
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Question 5 (a) 

In this question, candidates were asked to give an example to explain what is meant by civil law.

This question proved challenging for most candidates and very few were credited with the full 2

marks. Many candidates were able to offer an example of what civil law covered, such as divorce

law, family law and ‘disputes’ between neighbours, but they were often unable to develop this

further to provide a definition.

For these 2-mark questions, both the definition and the example are required to achieve both

marks. Examples alone cannot be awarded 2 marks if the definition is absent. Equally, an extensive

definition without an example can only be credited 1 mark. It was disappointing that very few

candidates had understood this area of the specification. In fact, some responses stated that civil

law equated to ‘civil war’, whilst others offered the more serious offences of murder and robbery as

examples.

In this response, the candidate has given no creditable answer to the question and

was awarded no marks.
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This response was awarded the full 2 marks. The response is not extensive, but the

candidate has given a partial definition and a correct example to provide just

enough detail to be credited full marks.

Candidates would benefit from being aware of key terms and elements in the

specification, both for short response questions and multiple-choice questions.
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Question 5 (b) 

In this question, candidates were asked to suggest three benefits of using ordinary citizens as

jurors and magistrates in the legal process.

This question proved challenging for most candidates and very few were able to achieve the full 3

marks. There were several ways that this question could be approached but, in particular, there are

two broad perspectives of the benefits of lay people in the legal process; firstly, the practical

element that they are cost efficient and they add speed to the justice system (namely magistrates),

and the fact that they reduce bias and elitism to the law. Secondly, the theoretical perspective as a

link with values of freedom and democracy using juries. Avoidance of bias was the most cited

response but invariably this was not fully explained.

This response was awarded no marks. The candidate has given a generic response

which demonstrates limited understanding of the demands of the question.
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This response was awarded the full 3 marks. Although more precision and detail

could be provided, the candidate has given the basis of three benefits.
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Question 5 (c) 

In this question, candidates were asked to explain one role performed by judges in court. This

question was well received and it was very accessible to many candidates with most gaining at least

1 mark.

The function of ‘sentencing’ was the role which was defined by most candidates, although there

were some good responses which focused on the role of the judge in setting order and process in

the court.

This response was awarded 1 mark. Although the response is very brief, the

candidate has identified the role of ‘control’ and ‘keeping order’, which are

creditworthy for 1 mark.

Refer to the mark scheme and see how marks are award for these 2-mark

questions; identification and development.
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This response was awarded the full 2 marks. The candidate has clearly explained

the role of the judge and has developed the response to be credited the full 2

marks.
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Question 6 (a)

This multiple-choice question was accessible to all candidates. Candidates clearly knew what was

meant by the legal principle of equality before the law.

Question 6 (b)

This question was well received by many candidates as they demonstrated a clear understanding of

the ways used by governments to reduce crime.

Candidates invariably provided the different techniques employed by governments as opposed to

their theoretical base, such as deterrence and rehabilitation. Therefore, increased police numbers,

CCTV cameras, youth centres and increased punishments were the frequently common responses

given by candidates.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has given a brief response to

suggest the method of CCTV, but the response does not provide a development of

the way it is used, relate to the theoretical principles which governments use to

reduce crime.
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This response was awarded the full 2 marks. The candidate has identified the

principle of rehabilitation as the way to reduce crime, and the process of skills

development as the method.
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Question 6 (c) 

In this 6-mark question, candidates were asked to compare the ways in which the law treats

suspected criminals in the Philippines and in the UK.

As with these source questions (AO2), the expectation is that candidates are required to use the

source material and their own knowledge to demonstrate an understanding of the context of this

question. However, it is important to reiterate that the source should be used to support the

candidate in the development of their response. Candidates should be encouraged to avoid the

tendency of copying extensively from the source without development of the information, which

will impact significantly on the level of attainment.

The approach to this question focussed on the differences with the legal process in the UK to that

of the Philippines. Candidates were required to compare how a UK citizen is in a different position

in the UK to that of a citizen in the Philippines.

Candidates needed to demonstrate an understanding of legal concepts, such as the Rule of Law,

the presumption of innocence, the respect for human rights and how the UK police compare to the

police in the Philippines.

In these questions with an international context, there is no expectation that candidates should

have any prior knowledge of the international example, the emphasis is on making a comparison

with the processes and systems in the UK.
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This response achieved Level 1 and was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has

shown limited development from the source material.
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This response achieved Level 3 and scored the full 6 marks. The candidate links the

source to their answer and addresses fully the comparative situation in the UK.

Candidates should stay focused on the command word in the question.
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Question 7 (a) and Question 7 (b)

These two multiple choice questions were accessible to all candidates. However, Q7(b) was slightly

more challenging to candidates than Q7(a), but this was a marginal difference.

Question 7 (c)

In this question, candidates were asked to analyse the source given to identify two views that the

writers agree about.

The response seen most frequently related to the view of ‘Isis’ as a threat, coupled with the need

for some course of action. It was surprising that the most obvious responses, such as the

agreement on a view of Islam as a religion, and the commonly held belief amongst the two writers

of the acceptability of honestly held alternative views, were not frequently seen.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has, in fact, given only one

comment instead of two.
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This response was awarded the full 2 marks. The candidate has given two distinct

comments.

Candidates should be aware that the multiple-choice questions in Q7 are designed

to be an introduction for the more creditworthy Q7(d).
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Question 7 (d) 

In this 12-mark, extended writing question, candidates were required to express their own opinions

of the two writers by stating which of the writers they agreed with, and explaining their decision

with reference to the arguments in the two sources given.

Overall, candidates coped well with this question and showed appreciation of the conflict between

the two sources and identified with clarity the line of argument which they adopted. Most

candidates were skilful in contrasting the views given and making the connection as to which one

they agreed with, and why.

This was an AO3 question and candidates were credited for the evidence of analysis and evaluation

in their responses. Stronger responses demonstrated this clearly, but weaker responses tended to

repeat the information from the source, often only taking the view which they supported and

ignoring the points in the counter position.

A few candidates chose to abstain from taking a particular stance and, therefore, were unable to

offer a verdict on the contested debate. However, this limited access to the higher levels as this

question demanded a judgement to be reached in order to achieve higher levels of attainment.
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This first response achieved the top of Level 2 and scored 6 marks. Although it is

acceptable to commence with a conclusion, the candidate clearly comes down in

favour of Alex Salmond, but a more sustained evaluation is required to progress to

Level 3, and above.
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This response achieved at the top of Level 3 and scored 9 marks. The candidate has

demonstrated a more developed and considerate opinion of both views.
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This response achieved the top of Level 4 and scored 12 marks. The candidate has

given a thorough review of both sides of the debate with justified and reasoned

conclusions.
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Question 8 

In this 15-mark, extended writing question (AO3), candidates were required to express an opinion

as to how far they agreed with the view that law in the UK does not keep up with changing

attitudes, values and beliefs, nor does it reflect the changing composition of the UK population.

This question is synoptic in that it covers two areas of content from Paper 1; Section A and C, and

relevant headings from those sections are given as steer.

Candidates who performed well addressed the remit of the question and demonstrated

appropriate analysis and evaluation to achieve through the levels. Weaker responses were brief

and did not fully address each viewpoint in the question.

However, it was disappointing that a significant number of candidates did not attempt this question

and gained no credit, whether due to time management issues which should be avoided in future

series through improved preparation for the examination.
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This response achieved Level 2 and scored 5 marks. The candidate has some

analysis of the viewpoints with some reasoned arguments. The candidate could

have achieved a higher level by making a clear judgement and coming to a verdict,

considering both sides, on the set topic.
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Abstaining from expressing an opinion, or merely agreeing with both views, is not

advised or productive in this question.
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This response achieved Level 3 and scored 8 marks. The candidate has

demonstrated good development and uses the steer given in the rubric of the

question on changing attitudes and population changes.
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It is wise to give credence to both sides of the argument as the simple negation of a

point is not creditworthy unless this is put in context and reasoned.
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This response achieved Level 4 and scored 13 marks. The candidate does an

excellent job at presenting both sides then putting forward their views on the

stronger of the two. There are many relevant examples with enhanced reasoning.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure that all topics and themes of the new specification are covered in preparation for the

examination.

Ensure that source questions are addressed for the demands which they require. The marks

awarded for source questions are based on AO3 which requires candidates to analyse and

evaluate, rather than simply repeat the information from the source in their response.

Ensure that candidates have a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of all the topics and

themes for the three sections of this paper. In this examination series, candidates provided more

extensive answers on Section A (Living together in the UK) than in Sections B and C.

For Section B (Democracy at work in the UK), there is a need to teach and cover the core

elements of how democracy functions in the UK. For example, how elections work and how

parliament functions are a central theme of this topic.

For Section C (Law and justice), there is a need for a more comprehensive appreciation of the

UK’s legal system, and the personnel who are involved in it.

Ensure that candidates are able to address both sides of the argument for questions in Section D.

It is acceptable that one side (which the candidate agrees with) may contain the larger section of

the response, but it is crucial to negate the opposite side, just as it is important to say why there

is agreement with the position adopted.

Ensure that candidates are fully prepared for the demands of the extended-response questions,

particularly the final 15-mark question. Candidates would benefit from an understanding of the

level descriptors for these questions to ensure they are fully aware of the expectation of how to

achieve higher marks at each level.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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