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Introduction
It is pleasing to report that many candidates approached this sitting of the Unit 3 Papers 
with confidence. They demonstrated an ability to focus in greater depth on the three themes 
introduced in Unit 1. 

Many candidates responded effectively to the challenge of examining a theme from a 
number of different perspectives: individual, community, national, global, political, social 
and ethical. They successfully identified and sought to reconcile the different and often 
conflicting ideas and opinions associated with these perspectives. 

Overall, the strongest responses demonstrated sound knowledge and understanding in the 
multiple choice section and complemented the source material in the data response and 
short extended writing questions with relevant and topical 'own knowledge'. 

Most candidates made good use of the time available and left sufficient time to respond to 
the final 15 mark question.  

A few candidates misinterpreted some questions and were not able to exploit fully the 
stimulus Source material or the scaffolding points provided for Question 15. These however 
were in a minority.

This report does not include examples of the multiple choice questions but covers the short 
answer, extended answer and essay questions.
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Question 8

The majority of candidates were able to gain 1 mark, with 'less emissions or pollution' being 
the most popular responses.  Some candidates were able to recognise the impact on the 
city centre's shops.  Some candidates only achieved one mark for stating the same point in 
both answers ie 1. pollution, 2. less carbon-dioxide emissions, which could only be credited 
once and therefore only achieved 1 mark.

This candidate achieves the marks for Bullet Points 3 and 4 in the 
mark scheme.  The answers are implied and both appear in the first 
response.  The second response does not achieve any marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9

The majority of candidates were able to achieve full marks on this question.  Cost and being 
over-crowded were the most popular responses.  Candidates who did not achieve the full 
2 marks for this, simply re-worded part of the Source and did not think about what the 
question was asking.

The first point is an example of a response referring to 'cost' 
and the second is an example of 'over-crowded'.

Examiner Comments

The question does not refer to the Source.  You have to 
rely on your own knowledge for this type of question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10 (a)

Photosynthesis was a popular answer, with an explanation of breathing in carbon dioxide 
and exhaling oxygen. It was reassuring to see that candidates could transfer knowledge 
from other subjects to answer this question. 

Some candidates gave vague generalised responses about 'more trees improves the air' or 
'trees breathe' but not stating why or what.

Question 10 (b)

The vast majority of candidates were able to respond accurately to this question extracting 
the answers from the Source.

This candidate has scored 2 marks in the first answer.  The first 
mark is for providing jobs, the second mark for developing the area 
economically.

This candidate also has 'provides habitats for wildlife' in the answer, 
but could only score a maximum of 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

This question asks for the answers to be obtained from 
the Source material.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11

Less well answered responses made reference to the Source only, showing 
limited knowledge and difficulty in developing the explanations needed for Level 3.

Many candidate responses were based around overfishing, destruction of habitat and hunting 
as reasons why species become extinct.  Candidates often showed concern that it would matter 
if animals were to become extinct, mainly focussing on the reduction in plants available for 
medicines and disruption to the food chain.  More detailed answers gave examples of how 
the food chain could be disrupted.  Although understanding was demonstrated, answers were 
generally not well developed and sometimes written in list format. 

This candidate gives two well developed points with examples, showing evidence of their 
own knowledge and clear explanations so achieves Level 3, 6 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12 (a)

The majority of candidates responded well with 'Nimby' like reasons. 

This response is an example of 'devalue the price of property' 
and 'harm birds'.

Examiner Comments

This question did not require reference to the Source if 
two relevant reasons were provided from own knowledge.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (b)

This question was generally well answered with the majority of candidates showing clear 
understanding of the need to reduce dependency on fossil fuels and increase sustainable/
renewable energy.  Candidates who did not achieve the full 2 marks on this question 
tended to re-write sections of the Source without showing understanding of what the 
question asked, or they gave answers from the same bullet point of the mark scheme ie '1. 
sustainable 2. renewable', which could not both be credited.

This response is an example of 'reduce dependency on fossil 
fuels' and 'reduce CO2 emissions'.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13

The majority of candidates were able to extract 3 points from the Source to answer this 
question - with 'short of drinking water, growing population, climate change and occasional 
drought conditions' being the most popular.

Some candidates gave responses that showed 'how' the desalination plant would work, 
rather than 'why' it is needed.

Question 14

In their responses to this question the majority of candidates could give an alternative point 
of view. Most candidates discussed the effect on the environment by stating that less cars 
would mean less carbon emissions.  However they also discussed how problems with public 
transport would be an argument against congestion charges.  Some candidates showed 
knowledge of 'Local Agenda 21' and linked this to their answers.  Candidates who reached 
the higher levels also discussed how congestion charges could be put towards improving 
and supporting public transport. Some candidates focussed too much on discussion of 
London congestion and the Olympics, and others on Nottingham by just rewriting Source 
material.  Only a few candidates used clear evidence in their answers.

This is a typical response for this question.  Some candidates had all 
3 points on one answer, but they could still be credited with full marks.

Examiner Comments
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This answer gives a higher level response and the candidate makes some valid points 
from the mark scheme including congestion charge being an 'economic deterrent', 
reducing the use of own cars, reduction of greenhouse gases, leading to greater use 
of public transport.  This candidate is also able to identify the ethical issue of low 
income earners not being able to afford the congestion charge.

Examiner Comments
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Question 15

Nearly all candidates could respond at length to this question, but many responses were 
vague, opinionated and lacking in reasoning and relevant knowledge.  Candidates did 
show understanding of the concept of 'Recycling' but tended to explain all about recycling  
in their opinion and the consquences in general of not recycling rather than responding 
to the question.  Most responses achieved level 3 or 4 with only a few attaining level 
5 and including a reasoned conclusion.
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This answer includes points for and against in a balanced, reasoned 
and coherent discussion which shows good knowledge and 
understanding of issues and/or events, supported by strong evidence 
and arguments leading to a reasoned conclusion. This response 
achieved Level 5, 15 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on the performance on this paper, candidates should:

• consider each question carefully and spend time to ensure a relevant interpretation is 
made 

• where appropriate be more concise eg where the question says give a reason, a relevant 
sentence will be rewarded equally with a longer and more time consuming paragraph 

• in questions that require a longer answer attempt to summarise the discussion and give 
a simple conclusion 

• recognise that source material for some questions will be contextual rather than 
information providing 

• make full use of scaffolding points where appropriate. It is not essential that you use 
these but they can be very useful in supplying a structure for organising material and 
can often be a stimulus for developing ideas and arguments
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