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Introduction
It is pleasing to report that many candidates approached this first sitting of the Unit 3 
Papers with confidence. They demonstrated an ability to focus in greater depth on the three 
themes introduced in Unit 1: Option A Environmental change and sustainable development, 
Option B Changing communities: social and cultural identities, and Option C  Influencing 
and changing decisions in society and government.

Option B was the most popular choice for candidates in this session. However whichever 
the option chosen, many candidates responded effectively to the challenge of examining 
a theme from a number of different perspectives: individual, community, national, global, 
political, social and ethical. They successfully identified and sought to reconcile the different 
and often conflicting ideas and opinions associated with these different perspectives.

The strongest responses demonstrated sound knowledge and understanding in the multiple 
choice section and complemented the source material in the data response and short 
extended writing questions with relevant and topical `own knowledge`.

Most candidates made good use of the time available and left sufficient time to respond to 
the final 15 mark question.

A few candidates misinterpreted some questions and failed to exploit fully the stimulus 
source material or the scaffolding points provided for question 15. These however were in a 
minority.
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Question 8 

    A number of candidates misread this question and proposed events that would be successful 
community events rather than suggesting actions which would make them successful 
events. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   This answer suggests two appropriate actions 
(bullet points 7 and 8 in the mark scheme).   

Examiner Comments

   This answer suggests two appropriate actions 

Examiner Comments

   Ensure that you have clearly understood the meaning of the 
question. Some candidates produced a response which did 
not answer question 8 but a different question altogether.   

   Ensure that you have clearly understood the meaning of the 
Examiner Tip
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Question 9 

    This proved to be a very accessible question and most candidates suggested two correct 
ways in which the laws and justice in Malaysia differ from those in the UK. 

     Some candidates however confused corporal punishment with capital punishment. 

     

 Question 10 

    This was a very accessible question and many candidates demonstrated a thorough 
knowledge of societal differences between the UK and Africa and Asia. A few candidates did 
not read the question carefully enough and repeated suggestions relating to law and justice 
issues. 

     

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

   This answer states three acceptable differences relating 
to bullet points 6, 5 and 8 in the mark scheme.    

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 11 

    There were some excellent answers in which relevant features of strong united communities 
were discussed. There were relatively few mentions of such physical features as church, 
pta's, scouts/guides and sports clubs but much more about multicultural communities and 
low crime rates. Some mentioned more intangible features such as trust and pride. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

   This answer has a good set of relevant features, 
with sound examples clearly explained. It 
satisfi es the criteria for a level 3 mark.   

Examiner Comments
   This answer has a good set of relevant features, 

Examiner Comments
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Question 12 

    This question was generally quite well answered. Many gave examples of storylines in 
soaps to illustrate discussion points. Many spoke about the educative effect of soaps in 
understanding real life events as well as being able to identify with the characters in soaps. 
In part (b) the most popular answer was showing multicultural communities and being able 
to understand how damaging and hurtful discrimination is. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

   This answer gives two clear and relevant answers to part (a) 
(bullet points 4 and 3 in the mark scheme) and to part (b) 
(bullet points 5 and 6 in the mark scheme).   

Examiner Comments

   This answer gives two clear and relevant answers to part (a) 

Examiner Comments
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Question 13 

    There was some sound understanding of this area. Misleading headlines, negative spin 
and distortion of facts being the most popular answers. Some gave real life examples of 
celebrity experiences to illustrate an answer. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

  

   This answer describes three sound ways in which a 
newspaper might produce a biased point of view: 
distort the facts/put a ngative spin, use opinion rather 
than fact and a selective presentation of information. 
(Mark scheme bullet points 5, 9 and 6.)   

Examiner Comments

   This answer describes three sound ways in which a 
Examiner Comments
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Question 14

Many candidates had a very good understanding of the area of discrimination and were 
thus able to tackle this question with a considerable degree of confidence. However the 
requirement to discuss discrimination in terms of 'sufficiently reduced' rather than in just 
general terms created a problem for some candidates. Many candidates understood the 
requirement to give two viewpoints. Few candidates however were able to confidently cite 
specific laws passed to protect individuals from discrimination.
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   This is a top level 4 answer. It gives a balanced 
approach and there is a clear focus on 'suffi ciently 
reduced'. There is reference to specifi c evidence 
to support well developed arguments.       This answer 
clearly satisfi es the criteria for a level 4 answer.   

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 15

The most significant weakness in some answers was the failure to make a distinction 
between immigration and asylum seekers. Those who failed to make that distinction clearly 
put a limit on the marks that could be awarded.

Sound responses grasped the key issues and produced detailed examples and information 
to illustrate points of view (for example the specific amount of money that asylum seekers 
can claim in benefits).

Many candidates successfully used the four scaffolding stimulus bullet points attached to the 
question to support a logically structured response.
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   This answer is an example of a level 4 answer. There are points 
for and against, there is balance and some reasoned discussion. 
The knowledge and understanding is quite good though variable 
at times. Although the fundamental distinction between 
immigrants and asylum seekers is made there is some drift into 
ambiguity leading to some confusion at times.       However there is 
a logical progression towards a conclusion and a good number of 
relevant issues are discussed to justify a level 4 mark.   

Examiner Comments

   This answer is an example of a level 4 answer. There are points 

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary

In order to improve their performance candidates should:

* spend time to ensure each question is given sufficient consideration to ensure a relevent 
interpretation is made

* where appropriate be more concise eg where the question says give a reason a relevant 
sentence will be rewarded equally with a longer and more time consuming paragraph

* in narrative type questions/answers attempt to summarise the discussion and give a 
simple conclusion

* recognise that source material for some questions will be contextual rather than 
information providing

* make full use of scaffolding points where appropriate. It is not essential that you use 
these but experience suggests that they can be very useful in supplying a structure for 
organising material and can often be a stimulus for developing ideas and arguments
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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