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Introduction

With the interruption of Covid, the last two years' examinations had been cancelled. Teacher-
assessed grades were given instead. This year, candidates have had the opportunity to take
the examinations. Candidates and their schools received the Advance Notice for writing
tasks, which have helped with the preparation for their examinations. Candidates performed

well across the three questions in this paper.
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Question 1

Q01 offers two options: candidates can write on either “Cultural life” or “Holidays”. A small
number of candidates did not read the instructions properly and had attempted both
choices. This should be discouraged for the future series, as candidates will not gain any
advantage by answering both questions; instead, candidates should use their time efficiently
to answer only one question of their choice.

QO01(b) is a popular choice with candidates. Most of the candidates developed this question
well by addressing all four bullet points, but some candidates missed bullet point 2 "describe
the journey”, therefore, like the following candidate here, for communication and content,
their response was given 9 marks.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate chose Q01(b). It was written well apart from missing
bullet point 2 "describe the journey"; therefore it was given 9 marks for

CC and 8 marks for KL. The candidate could write how they got there,
ie by what kind of transport, how long it took them to get there, etc.
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/_D'fé \ ResultsPlus
\_) Examiner Tip
Read the bullet points carefully. Don't mix up bullet point 1 and 2,

which should be addressed separately.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate used spoken Cantonese when aswering the question.
This is not encouraged, as paper 4 is a writing paper in which
candidates should use the language for writing.

GCSE Chinese (spoken Mandarin/spoken Cantonese)1CNO 4H 6



Question 1 (a)

1 (a) Your Chinese friend, Da Ming, has written to ask about young people’s lives in the
UK.

Write a reply to Da Ming.

You must refer to the following points:

¢ a film you watched recently

* your opinion about watching films online
* your reading habits

* your plans for next weekend. | m B %
Write approximately 80-110 characters in Chinese. %{

Use language appropriate for an informal email, g \ R L
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Examiner Comments
The candidate chose Q01(a). The whole piece of writing was well linked

together addressing different bullet points. Bullet point 2 and 3
developed well. This response was given full marks.
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5 (b) A magazine wants to know about young people’s opinions on holidays.
Write an article for the magazine.

You must refer to the following points:

¢ what you did on your last holiday v

* describe the journey  “

* your opinion about going on holiday with friends b
» where you would like to go on your next holiday. v

Write approximately 80-110 characters in Chinese.
Use language appropriate for an informal article.
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This candidate is able to address all four bullet points, though there
were some mistakes in Linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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This response scored 12 marks for Communication and content and 7
marks for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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Question 2 (x)

Q02 has two options: (a) Friendships (b) Playing your part. More candidates chose (a) which
relates well to their lives. Those who chose (b) also gave good answers.

9 GCSE Chinese (spoken Mandarin/spoken Cantonese)1CNO 4H



en s
I . nm&wmmm\.mmmmmmmﬂwm_
*2 = g e 5|
13 6] ) o) L () (20 (S 0 (R L @ (285
v 58 [] [t [0 [l [ o] [5e] od I58 [o) (O8  =2 [ED [1e ) (5| | P
AREFRREIREEKERRIE §
& [ [H .%Emﬁmrr [ [ (300 [ i el -
FHEFEEFMESEEUCEREEEE ] 2
W#ﬁ, RS ﬂ.ﬁﬂ%ﬁ?&kﬂ&_ RS
2| A [ ) [ 1 [ 20w ][R A =[] '
] [ [ R ] [ () ) 2 A v [ [ o [ F] (] [ [ Nl m@
][22 (SR 38 (el J [~ (3% 5 VR [ LS <] < &) F
~ 1[R[l [ 8] [ ool 5] ] (] [ R [ M [ [ [ | ) 0
#[ 1= Mh ) ([ S [st] [ [0 [P ] [ [ L] o | B
REE meﬁ@gwmaﬁaﬁmﬂu%
SEE AECwMﬁﬁ&%&@ = |5 &
][] [Z) 08 [ i R (S (S [ [0 [ ([ [ [Hed ™S Re
o IRIEREIE:: = IMEa E.&Mmﬁﬁfﬁw@i% #
sk ol
A

e)1CNO 4H 10

(spoken Mandarin/spoken Cantones

GCSE Chinese



™
\ o

- / ResultsPlus
/---t Examiner Comments

This candidate chose topic (b). All four bullet points were addressed
well giving a lot of relevant information and some were personal, so
for Communication and content this response scored 13 marks. The
candidate tried to use varied vocabulary and expressions with some
success, so for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy this candidate
scored 8 marks.
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/'-—-t Examiner Comments
This candidate wrote about their friend, but not much description was
given. Bullet point 2 was talking about what they usually do rather than
writing about how they recently spent time together. The last bullet
point was not developed to give more information on what makes a
good friend. Therefore this answer scored 9 marks for Communication
and content and 12 marks for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

ResultsPlus
0\

Examiner Tip

It is essential to read the question/bullet points carefully before
starting to write.

Try to give more relevant information for each bullet point.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate covered all four bullet points, but apart from bullet
point 3, the candidate only gave very general information on bullet

point 1, 2 and 4, so for Communication and content this response was
given 11 marks. The writing is fluent, so for Linguistic knowledge and
accuracy this response scored 12 marks.
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Question 3 (x)
Q03 is a translation question. On the whole, candidates performed well for this question.

3 Translate the foilowing passage into Chinese,

I like sport. Apart from having tennis lessons at school, | also attend competitions at
weekends. In the future, | want to go to university in America because there are many
good training centres there.

(12)

ERT7SR N ANk
Famzﬁ 310w . 18 F it LD
XY VT Al

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In this translation assessment, we encourage candidates to use the "f&
T ... ...." structure, but using the same sound character is not
accepted, as the meaning has changed. Also, it is not accurate to
translate "having tennis lessons" to "¥JTRIEK" (play tennis).

This answer scored 9 marks.
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Question 3 (y)

3 Translate the following passage into Chinese.

I like sport. Apart from having tennis lessons at school, | also attend competitions at
weekends. In the future, | want to go to university in America because there are many
good training centres there.

(12)
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Examiner Comments

This candidate gave an accurate translation apart from the last
sentence, ie "training centre" should be JI|IZ/5Zi)lI51Ly, As thisis a
higher tier translation, we do want to see candidates using accurate
vocabulary at this level, and therefore this response scored 11 marks.
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Further study i

3 Translate the following passage into Chinese.

| like sport. Apart from having tennis lessons at school, | also attend competitions at
weekends. Ip.the future, | want to go to university in America because there are many

b sad 4 gi (12)
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Examiner Comments

For paper 4, Pinyin is not accepted. The same rule applies to
translation assessment. Here, the candidate could not write some of
the characters, and instead used Pinyin; therefore the meaning was
not communicated correctly.

This response scored 7 marks.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance this year, candidates should:

only choose one of the two options to answer for Q01 and Q02;

read carefully and understand all the bullet points before attempting the questions;
cover all four bullet points in writing with development of key points;

pay attention to details, eg Q01(a) giving information for “next weekend” not “next week”;
correctly use time phrases for tenses in Chinese, which are emphasised in the mark
scheme for “Linguistic knowledge and accuracy”;

when writing in Cantonese, please use written language not spoken language.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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