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Introduction

In Paper 3F: Reading and understanding in Chinese (Foundation Tier),
candidates are assessed on their understanding of written Chinese across
a range of different types of texts.

Candidates need to:

e identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in
texts

e deduce meaning from a variety of written texts

e recognise the relationship between past, present and future events

e understand texts, organise and present relevant details, and where
appropriate, draw inferences in context and recognise implicit
meaning

e recognise and respond to key information, important themes and
ideas in more extended written text, including authentic sources,
adapted and abridged as appropriate, by being able to extract
information and answer questions.

This paper has a total of 50 marks and consists of 10 questions. This paper
comprises two sections. Candidates must answer all questions from each
of the two sections. Section A has nine questions set in English. Question
types comprise both multiple-response and short-answer open response
questions. The instructions to candidates are in English. Section B
contains one translation passage from Chinese into English. The
instructions to candidates are in English.

The assessment is available in traditional and simplified characters. All
questions and texts are printed twice, once with texts using traditional/full
characters and once with texts in simplified characters. Candidates select
the most appropriate version, but not both.

Four of the questions are common to both Foundation and Higher tiers.
The use of dictionaries is not permitted.

The total assessment time is 50 minutes in length.

Overall performance

The candidates responded quite well to most of the questions in Section
A and Section B. Many candidates showed good abilities in identifying the
overall message, key points, details and opinions in texts, and was able
to deduce meaning and recognise and respond to key information and
important ideas in more extended written texts.

The exemplifications provided here are used to either show good practice or
offer advice to candidates.



Question 3

This question requires candidates to answer three open-ended questons. This
candidate addressed the questions directly and succinctly, using words and
short phrases. All candidates are encouraged to adopt this manner when
answering questions, that is, to use words and short phrases.

(i) What time did school start every day?

%v\»\

(i) What sport did she do on Wednesdays?
(1)

SMMW’\D

(iif) What subject did they study for one hour a week?

i_ll\jvmyt)

Question 5

This question requires candidates to give short answers to three open-ended
questions. All candidates are advised to read the questions carefully before
answering the questions. For example, the response to (a) could be an
indicator that this candidate did not finish reading the character after % hence
did not manage to interpret the exact meaning correctly. Item (c) asked for
an opinion, but the candidate listed an activity. It is adviseable that all
candidates pay more attention to the question words when looking for and
writing down their answers.

(a) When is a popular time for Chinese people to travel?
bf U j
(b) What do they spend a lot of money on when travelling?
-Sv"%v&« _’.e/;

(c) What do they think of spending time at the seaside?
(1)

wWl\ buL K\M_i)

Question 8

This question requires candidates to give short answers to four open-ended
questions. Candidates are advised to read the text carefully before answering
the questions. For example, the text reads ‘t+=% %’ rather than ‘+=
FELLRTY; for item (b), the text reads ‘fih—J okt A ZE’ , and the candidate’s
answer ‘1 yuan’ could be an indicator that s/he did not finish reading the
sentence before writing down the response.



(a) When did Ma Yun start working as a tour guide?

13 Yoo o 80
(b) How much money did he charge for his service?

One  Yuan

/o0

Question 10

This question requires candidates to tranlate several sentences into
English. Translation requires a high level of accuracy. Candidates are
advised to stick to the meaning of the original text and do not add or omit
any content. For example, the translation below shows that this candiate
added £ in the first sentence. In the second sentence, this candidate’s
choice of words ‘performance’ in ‘...to go to the city centre performance’
affected the flow of this piece of tranlation.

EMERERTNA, APANAERETP AR,
BNBERXEI T4, 5008, FEREA.

(7)
fridag s eom . —Jpwleching,
sovironnent dog. My tlasmares God T wank o oo do
o GV uhe.. derjormane. W wanke o4l
Aveyone o dxive cors (o, W WILK mote., and
clof ¥ INOSK. puamr.

Summary

Based on this year’s overall performance, candidates are offered the
following advice:

master the words given in the vocabulary list

attempt all questions

read the texts carefully

pay close attention to the questions words

pay close attention to the tenses, choices of words, word order and
so on when translating.

YV VVY
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