edexcel

Examiners’ Report /
Principal Examiner Feedback

Summer 2012

GCSE Chinese (5CNO1) Paper 1F



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning
company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational,
occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our
qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC
qualifications.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help
of a subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson.
Their contact details can be found on this link: www.edexcel.com/teachingservices.

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at www.edexcel.com/ask. You will
need an Edexcel username and password to access this service.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere
Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in

every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve
been involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in
100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high
standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more
about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk

Summer 2012

Publications Code UG031885

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2012



Examiner Report

It is pleasing to note that the majority of candidates were appropriately entered
at the correct level and they were in general, familiar with the specification and
the list of minimum core vocabulary.

Some questions tested candidates’ ability to identify key words from familiar
topics, for example, questions 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6.

Question 1 and 4 were well answered, but ‘reading’ in Q1 and ‘duck’ in Q4
seemed to cause a problem for nearly half of the candidates.

Question 2 had a mixed response. ‘Seaside’ was tested for the first time and it
caused difficulty for a significant number of candidates.

Question 5 was generally well answered and provided evidence that candidates
continue to be confident when answering questions on the weather.

Question 6 was very well attempted but ‘working in the bank’ invited more
incorrect answers.

It is encouraging to find that candidates across the ability ranges made a good
effort to attempt the crossover gquestions (Q3, 7, 8 and 9). They were all able to
score some marks from these four questions.

For question 3, many candidates were able to score 2 marks by recognising
‘Wednesday’ and ‘mathematics’.

Most candidates were able to recognise ‘breakfast’ and ‘small’ in question 7 and
successfully associated them with the description ‘C’ and ‘A’ to score at least 1
mark.

Question 8 and 9 proved demanding to lower grade candidates but higher grade
candidates were able to score a minimum of 2 correct answers.

Question 10 proved more demanding than expected. The majority of candidates
answered (b) but some confused ‘four’ with ‘ten’ or ‘seven’. About one third of
the candidates were able to score the mark for ‘fast food’. Candidates were
required to recognise ‘busy’ and ‘tired’ for the last part (c).

Evidence showed that candidates were less well prepared for adjectives.



Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on
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