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Student 1 Commentary

Task 1 – An article for the school magazine about cinema and film

Content – 8 

This is a sound response to the title and the student deserves credit for communicating quite 
a lot of information clearly. There is some attempt to explain and develop ideas/points of 
view: ‘ …..’ , ‘ …. ….’. Unfortunately, communication 
breaks down in a number of sentences where either the word order is wrong or there are 
words missing, or inappropriate vocabulary is used. The piece fulfils more than the minimum 
requirement for the band of 7-9 and therefore a mark of 8 is awarded. 

Range of Language – 6 

There is a good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures in this piece but these are not 
always successfully used. Longer sentences are attempted using linking words like , ,

, , but they are not ‘mostly successful’. The piece fits the 5-6 band descriptors. It is 
nearer the mark of 7, so a mark of 6 is awarded. 

Accuracy – 3 

In addition to the inaccuracies mentioned under Content, there are a few errors in non-
complex structures, eg, , . Overall, the piece is more accurate than inaccurate, so 
a mark of 3 is awarded.

Total: 17
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Task 2 – Holidays - the chance to win 2 weeks in the sun

Content – 11

There is a lot of information given relating to where they went on holiday, who went, what 
they did during the holiday and plans for their next holiday. Opinions are expressed and 
explained: …… …… .
Inaccurate language occasionally impacts on communication, therefore a mark of 11 is 
awarded, rather than a higher mark. 

Range of Language – 7 

There is a “Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures used. More complex 
sentences are attempted and are mostly successful”. This describes work eligible for the 
award of marks in the 7-8 band. There are some good examples of use of vocabulary and 
structures are quite varied: , ….”. Past, present and future 
time references are mentioned, but there are a few mistakes: “ ”  “

”.  This leads to the award of a mark of 7 instead of 8. 

Accuracy – 4 

This piece is generally accurate and errors occur when the student attempts more complex 
sentences: , “ ….” Despite the errors mentioned 
above under Range of Language, the majority of verbs and time references are correctly 
used, so the criteria “usually correct ” rather than “sometimes unsuccessful” would apply. 

Total: 22

Student 1 Total marks – 39/60

11Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Chinese (Mandarin) / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________



STUDENT 2 

12Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Chinese (Mandarin) / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________



13Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE Chinese (Mandarin) / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________



Student 2 Commentary

Task 1 – A response to a film

Content – 10

For the award of 10-12 marks for Content the descriptors read “Mostly relevant response to 
the task and shows ability to convey a lot of information clearly, express and explain ideas 
and points of view”. There is a lot of information given relating to the reason for watching the 
film and what the film is about. Opinions are expressed and explained sympathetically:

. However, some information is not conveyed 
clearly, eg, “ ”

Therefore, a mark of 10 is given rather than a higher mark in this band. 

Range of Language – 7 

The criteria for the award of 7-8 marks states “Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and 
structures used. More complex sentences are attempted and are mostly successful”. There 
are some good examples of this where present and past time references are used and
longer sentences are attempted using a variety of connectives: “ …”, “ ….”, “

….” Unfortunately, errors occur regularly in the piece, which means a mark of 7 is more 
suitable here than 8. 

Accuracy – 3 

Although there are frequent errors in the piece, they are mainly in the character writing, eg,
, ….”

The time references are mostly successfully. Overall, the intended meaning is clear, 
therefore a mark of 3 fits well here. 

Total: 20
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Task 2 – A letter to a problem page

Content – 14 

The student writes about herself, her friend, the behaviour of her friend lately, her concerns 
and possible solutions to help her friend. It is a fully relevant and detailed response, with all 
information conveyed clearly. Points of view are explained and justified. The piece is well 
structured in the format of a letter. It fulfils more than the minimum requirement for the band 
of 13-15 and a mark of 14 is given. 

Range of Language – 9 

There is a good range of appropriate vocabulary and a wide range of structures. There are 
many other good features: good use of comparisons, good use of conditionals and use of 
direct and indirect speech. However, some structures are not totally appropriate, eg, 

… , therefore a mark of 9 fits better here. 

Accuracy – 5 

The criteria for the mark of 5 states that the piece should be “largely accurate, although there
may still be some errors especially in attempts at more complex sentences. Verbs and tense 
formations are secure.” Despite errors in some characters, the piece fits the criteria for a 
mark of 5. 

Total: 28

Student 2 Total marks – 48/60
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Student 3 Commentary

Task 1 – Win a holiday to China

Content – 8 

For the award of 7-9 marks, the criteria requires that the ‘response to the task is generally 
relevant with quite a lot of information clearly communicated. Points of view are expressed 
and ideas are developed’. The student writes a lot of information about past holiday 
experiences in China and future holiday plans in China after winning. There are many 
examples of the expression of points of view, but communication sometimes breaks down 
due to errors.  A mark of 8 applies best to the task. 

Range of Language – 6 

To the student’s credit, a good variety of vocabulary and structures are used, eg,
. Furthermore, past, present and conditional time references are used. 

Unfortunately, they are not always ‘appropriate’ eg, “ ”. There is 
also evidence that complex sentences are attempted in the writing, such as “

”“ ” “ ”, but they are not ‘mostly successful’. It does not meet the 
criteria for band 7-8, so a mark of 6 is given.

Accuracy – 3 

Frequent errors occurred in character writing, including some basic ones, such as 
Despite inaccuracies, the intended meaning is usually clear. 

Total mark: 17/30
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Task 2 – An article about my town and local area

Note: The Task Planning Form (TPF) suggests that the title is ‘An article for your partner’s 
school’s magazine’ but the title on the student’s script is ‘An article about my town and local 
area’. Schools/colleges are advised to follow AQA layout on the task sheet (ie, title, then 
‘scene-setting’). However, as the tasks are assessed in relation to the title, it is important that 
there is no confusion regarding the title. 

Content – 6 

Some relevant information is conveyed, despite the part about what the student did last 
Saturday which is not relevant to the title, and there is evidence of expressing and explaining 
opinions. However, for a higher mark to be awarded, all aspects of the piece need to be 
clearer, as communication often breaks down. 

Range of Language – 5 

The task reads as a memorised piece and the successful use of vocabulary and structures is 
inconsistent. Longer sentences are attempted, such as “ ”  “ ”,“

”, but are often incorrect. Although future time reference is mentioned, it is 
not used correctly. This means a mark of 5 is more appropriate than 6. 

Accuracy – 2 

There are many errors which often impede communication and lots of mistakes in character 
writing, including basic errors such as . Though it might be a little harsh 
to say ‘verb forms are rarely accurate’, the response does not fulfil the descriptor of ‘more 
accurate than inaccurate’.

Total mark: 13/30
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Student 4 Commentary

Task 1 – Holidays – the chance to win 2 weeks in the sun!

Content – 2 

Little of the information conveyed seems relevant to the title. The information is presented in 
a haphazard manner and there is no real structure. Moreover, the piece is very short. A mark 
of 2 applies here. 

Range of Language – 2 

The student probably would have scored a higher mark if he/she had stuck to the 
words/sentences he/she knows. When trying to write from memory, he/she was unable to 
write accurately which led to mistakes throughout and only isolated words being used 
correctly. There is little understanding of language structure. Thus, a mark of 2 is given. 

Accuracy – 1 

Frequent errors occurred and regularly impeded communication, which meets the criteria for
band 1, thus a mark of 1 is awarded. 

Total: 5
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Task 2 – Blog about school life

Note: 

1. The TPF suggests the title is “Blog about your school” but the title on the student’s 
script is “Blog about school life”. Schools/colleges are advised to follow AQA layout 
on the task sheet (ie, title, then ‘scene-setting’). However, as the tasks are assessed 
in relation to the title, it is important that there is no confusion regarding the title. 

2. The TPF contains 71 characters. As only 40 characters are allowed on the TPF, the 
characters beyond the first 40 should have been crossed out. As this was not done, 
the parts of the student’s responses which use words beyond the first 40 are ignored. 

Content – 8 

The response is generally relevant and expresses points of view. This is quite a short piece 
where “quite a lot” rather than “a lot” of information is conveyed clearly. The point of “

” could have perhaps been further explained and different aspects of school life could 
have been discussed, as it is a familiar context to write about. Overall, the piece matches the 
descriptor for “sufficient”, therefore a mark of 8 is given. 

Range of Language – 6 

There is some variety of vocabulary and structures used including comparisons, present and 
past time references. Complex sentences are attempted but are not often successful, such 
as “ …… ……”. There are also a number of short sentences. It does not meet the criteria 
for band 7-8, but the top mark in band 5-6 is suitable. 

Accuracy – 3 

As this is a short piece with a number of short sentences, it is more accurate than inaccurate. 
Reference to past time is only used on one occasion, “ ”, so it is difficult to meet 
the criteria for “verb forms and tenses formations are sometimes unsuccessful’.  Therefore, a 
mark of 3 is awarded. 

Total: 17

Student 4 Total marks – 22/60
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