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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

TASK PLANNING FORMS (TPF) 

Please note that the version of the TPF used in these materials 
was the correct one at the time that the pieces of work were 
produced and submitted for assessment, ie June 2011. 

Students starting the course in September 2011 must use the 
new version of the TPF (version 1.1) which is available to 
download from the AQA website. 

Some of the TPFs used in these materials may be mocked-up, 
to illustrate points of principle, and may not be the original forms 
produced by students. 
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Student 1 Commentary 

Point to note 
 It is recommended that tasks are produced in the format of AQA exemplar tasks, with a 

clear title in English and with the guidance relating to answering the task fully included 
at the end. 

Task 1 - About My School 

Content – 12 

The response is mostly relevant. A lot of information is provided, conveyed clearly and 
generally developed, with ideas and opinions being given and explained. However, the first 
paragraph about self-introduction and friends is not totally relevant to the title. Therefore 
12 is awarded, rather than a higher mark. 

Range of Language – 10 

A variety of tenses are used successfully, such as 600  and 

. There is very good evidence of complex structures with a range of 

connectives, such as … … . A mark of 10 is 
awarded. 

Accuracy – 4 

The piece is generally accurate but errors occur when the student relies on the Task 
Planning Form and communication is less successful, i.e.  and 

. A mark of 4 is the best fit for this piece. 

Total: 26/30 
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Student 1 Commentary 

Task 2 - Job Application 

Content – 15 

The student provides a fully relevant and detailed response, with all information conveyed 
clearly and developed. The points of view are explained and justified. The piece has a well 
organised structure in the format of a job application letter and merits a mark of 15. 

Range of Language – 10 

The student is well prepared and shows his confidence in the use of different tenses, such 
as  and . Complexity is achieved by using a variety of 

expressions, such as … … . A mark of 10 is awarded. 

Accuracy – 5 

The student produces a piece of highly accurate work with hardly any errors, although 
minor errors are allowed for the full mark of 5. 

Total: 30/30 
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STUDENT 2 
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Student 2 Commentary 

Task 1 – Holiday: a blog entry for a travel website 

Content – 11 

The student conveys a considerable amount of relevant information in response to the task, 
demonstrating the ability to give descriptions and accounts. Points of view are expressed 
and explained. Inaccurate language occasionally impacts on communication, therefore 11 
is awarded, rather than a higher mark. 

Range of Language – 7 

A range of vocabulary and structures are used with a fair degree of success, i.e. 

 and there is evidence of measure words, time expressions and means of 
transport. Two time references are included. This piece fits the descriptor 7-8 and a mark 
of 7 is awarded. 

Accuracy – 3 

The student achieves a level of accuracy which is fairly successful in conveying meaning, 
although there are frequent errors, mainly in relation to adjectives used, i.e. 

. A mark of 3 is the best fit for the level of accuracy. 

Total: 21/30 
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Student 2 Commentary 

Task 2 - School Life: an article for a school magazine 

Content – 12 

The student shows some ability to organise his response and develops some points 
appropriate to the task. Overall, it is very close to the range ‘very good’ (13-15) and 
therefore a mark of 12 is awarded. 

Range of Language – 7 

A good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence structures are attempted, 
although repetition of  is obvious. Error occurs but the message is clear and the 
mistakes do not always prevent communication. A mark of 7 is awarded. 

Accuracy – 3 

This piece is more accurate than inaccurate and the intended meaning is generally clear. 
However, there are quite a few errors in the correct choice of words, i.e.  and 

character writing, i.e. . A mark of 3 is awarded. 

Total: 22/30 
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STUDENT 3 
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Student 3 Commentary 

Task 1 - My Holidays 

Content – 8 

The response is generally relevant, with quite a lot of information conveyed clearly. There 
is some evidence of an ability to develop ideas and give opinions, i.e. . A mark 
of 8 is awarded. 

Range of Language – 7 

A good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures are used. The use of 

and  demonstrating the use of past tense and future tense are examples of a good 
range of language. Some complex sentences are attempted and are mostly successful. 
Errors occur but the message is clear. This piece fits the descriptor for 7-8 and a mark of 7 
is awarded. 

Accuracy – 3 

The intended messages are conveyed well but errors occasionally affect communication, 
i.e. . There are also frequent errors in writing 

some basic characters, such as . A mark of 3 would reflect the student’s 
accuracy level. 

Total: 18/30 
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Student 3 Commentary 

Task 2 - My Free Time 

Content – 6 

This is an appropriate task title and the student should be familiar with this topic area but 
lack of preparation perhaps prevents him from performing well. There is only limited 
response to the task, with some relevant information conveyed. As there is no clear 
evidence of giving opinions, a mark of 6 is the best the student could achieve. 

Range of Language – 4 

Vocabulary is generally appropriate to the basic needs of the task but limited, with 
repetition, such as . The student should have tried 
to attempt more complex structures, in order to provide more evidence of linguistic ability. 
A mark of 4 is appropriate for this piece. 

Accuracy – 3 

Despite some errors in word order, many caused by English language influence, such as 
,

the intended meaning is clear and the characters are generally accurate. However, the 
limited Content mark of 6 results in a maximum mark of 3 for Accuracy. 

Total: 13/30 
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STUDENT 4 
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Student 4 Commentary 

Task 1 - Write a Report or Blog about Where You Live 

Content – 6 

The student makes an effort to communicate some relevant information about home and 
environment in response to the task title and expresses simple opinions, which are 
explained in very basic terms with some development. A mark of 6 is awarded. 

Range of Language – 3 

A good range of relevant vocabulary is included in the writing but in many cases the 
sentences lack basic structures. The student may have accessed a dictionary for his 
writing but is not be skilled in using it effectively, hence his mark of 3 for Range of 
Language, which may reflect dictionary misuse. 

Accuracy – 2 

Many errors regularly impede communication. Sentence formation is rarely accurate. A 
mark of 2 reflects the student’s level of accuracy. 

Total: 11/30 
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Student 4 Commentary 

Task 2 - Am I Fit and Healthy? 

Content – 4 

The student unfortunately responds to the bullet points rather than writing about the task 
title. Consequently, the vocabulary and structures tend to be basic and generally repetitive, 
such as … …. The centre should remind their students that the bullet points are 
there as a guide to ensure that appropriate language is elicited. Students should ensure 
that their piece of writing flows as a stand-alone piece of text and that comprehension is 
not dependent on the bullet points. A mark of 4 is awarded. 

Range of Language – 3 

The language is basic, with short, simple sentences. The student’s attempts at longer 
sentences and more difficult constructions are usually not successful. Misuse of a 
dictionary could also have contributed to the use of  to express opinions rather than .
This piece fits the descriptor for 3-4 and a mark of 3 is awarded. 

Accuracy – 2 

The use of vocabulary is often inappropriate, i.e. . The 

verbs are sometimes missing from the sentences, i.e. . Inaccuracy and limited 
understanding of linguistic structures and characters leads to a breakdown in 
communication. A mark of 2 for Accuracy is awarded. 

Total: 9/30 
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