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General Certificate of Secondary Education 
Higher Tier 
Specimen Paper  

 
Bengali XXXX/H 
 
Unit 1 
 
Date: Time H 

• You will need no other materials 

 
Time allowed 
• 40 minutes approximately 
   + 5 minutes reading time before the test 
 
• The pauses are pre-recorded for this test. 
 
Instructions 
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen. 
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page. 
• You must answer the questions in the spaces provided.  Answers written in margins or on 

blank pages will not be marked. 
• Do not open this book until you are told to do so. 
 
This is what you should do for each item 
• After the question number is announced, there will be a pause to allow you to read the 

instructions and questions. 
• Listen carefully to the recording and read the questions again. 
• Listen to the recording again, and then answer the questions. 
• When the next question is about to start you will hear a beep like this (*). 
• You may write at any time during the test. 
• Answer all questions. 
• Answer the questions in English. 
• Write neatly and put down all the information you are asked to give. 
• Ask any questions now.  You must not ask questions or interrupt during the test. 
• You now have five minutes to read through the question paper. You may make notes during 

this time.  You may open your book now. 
• The test starts now. 
 
Information 
• The maximum mark for this paper is 40. 
• The marks for questions are shown in brackets. 
• You must not use a dictionary. 
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Areas outside 
the box will not 
be scanned for 

marking 

Answer all questions in English in the spaces provided. 

Advantages and Disadvantages of jobs 
 
 What do these people like and dislike about their work? Fill in the table below. 
 

 
 
 
Example 
 

  1 
 

(2 marks) 
  2 

(2 marks) 
 

 
School life 
 
  What subjects will these young people study? Why? 
  Fill in the table below. 
 
 
 
 
 
Example 
 
 
 
  3 

(2 marks) 
 
  4 
 

(2 marks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Work Likes Dislikes 

Nurse Looking after patients Working nights 

Teacher   

Shopkeeper   

 

 Subject Reason 

Melissa Mathematics She wants to be a 
teacher 

Rubel   

Nisha   
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  Turn over 
 

3 LEAVE 
MARGIN 
BLANKHealthy Living 

 
  Match these slogans with speakers below. Write the correct letter in the boxes. 
 

A Over-eating is unhealthy 

B Games are good for you 

C Cigarette smoke is bad for you 

D Avoid spicy and fried food 

E Drink plenty of water 

F Have eight hours sleep 

G Walk when you can 

 
 
Example 
 
  Rini 
 
  5 
 
  Jalil 

(1 mark) 
 
  Jarina 

(1 mark) 
 
 
  6 
 
  Rebecca 

(1 mark) 
 
  Akbar 

(1 mark) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
12 

C 
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Holidays 
 
  You are listening to this announcement at Dhaka Station. 
  What does the announcer say? Write the correct letter in the box. 
 
 7 (a) The announcement is about….. 
 

A a train departure 

B a train arrival 

C a security warning 
 

 
(1 mark) 

 
 7 (b) The train will go to….. 
 

A Dhaka 

B Sylhet 

C the north 
 
 

(1 mark) 
 
 7 (c) The delay is caused by….. 
 

A an accident 

B an obstruction 

C bad weather 
 
 

(1 mark) 
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  Turn over 
 

5 LEAVE 
MARGIN 
BLANKHome and Environment 

 
  Badrul and Dilara are talking about where they would like to live. 
 
 8 Who wants to live where?  Write the correct letters in the boxes. 
 
 

A At the seaside 

B With grandparents 

C In a town 

D In a village 

E In the mountains 

 
 
  Badral 

 
(1 mark) 

  Dilara 
 

(1 mark) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
5 
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Future Plans 
 
 9 Jafar would like to … 
 

A learn Chinese. 
B travel. 
C continue his studies. 

 
Write the correct letter in the box. 

 
(1 mark) 

 10 Sumona would like to ... 
 

A be a teacher. 
B drop sciences. 
C continue her education after leaving school. 

 
Write the correct letter in the box. 

 
(1 mark) 

 11 Ramen wants to … 
 

A drive a bus. 
B drive a fast car. 
C play more sport. 

 
Write the correct letter in the box. 

 
(1 mark) 

 12 Tutul would like to … 
 

A become an actor. 
B see more films. 
C work in a cinema. 

 
Write the correct letter in the box. 

 
(1 mark) 
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  Turn over 
 

7 LEAVE 
MARGIN 
BLANKSpecial Occasions 

 
Rebecca’s aunt is talking about her wedding. 
 
 
Example: What did Rebecca receive? 
 
  ...................................................................................................................................  
 
 
 13 (a) What was Rebecca wearing? 
 
   ...................................................................................................................................  

(1 mark) 
 
 13 (b) What did the uncle give? 
 
   ...................................................................................................................................  

(1 mark) 
 
 14 (a) What was the mood of Rebecca’s parents? 
 
   ...................................................................................................................................  

(1 mark) 
 
 14 (b) After the wedding, how did Rebecca’s mother react? 
 
   ...................................................................................................................................  

(1 mark) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
8 

Many gifts 
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Local area 
 
You are listening to the radio about issues affecting your local area.  Which of the issues 
below are mentioned. 
 

A Entertainment 

B Unemployment 

C Anti-smoking campaign 

D Environment 

E Travel 

F Vandalism 

G Road safety  
 
Example 
 
 
 
 15 (a) 

(1 mark) 
 
 
 15 (b) 

(1 mark) 
 
 
 15 (c) 

(1 mark) 
 
 
 15 (d) 

(1 mark) 

D 
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  Turn over 
 

9 LEAVE 
MARGIN 
BLANKFree time 

 
Your friend has lost something at a birthday party. 
 
 16 What has been lost?  
 

A A ring 

B A watch 

C A pair of glasses 
 
Write the correct letter in the box. 

(1 mark) 
 

 17 What does the item look like? Give two details. 

  .............................................................................................................................................  

  .............................................................................................................................................  
(2 marks) 

Work experience 
  Rani is talking about her work experience at the village school in Sylhet. 

 18 (a) What did Rani do during her work experience? Give two details. 

   ...................................................................................................................................  

   ...................................................................................................................................  
(2 marks) 

 18 (b) Summarise the problems faced by pupils at this school. Give three details. 

   ...................................................................................................................................  

   ...................................................................................................................................  

   ...................................................................................................................................  
(3 marks) 

 18 (c) Summarise what Rani tells us about the pupils she worked with. Give three 
details. 

   ...................................................................................................................................  

   ...................................................................................................................................  

   ...................................................................................................................................  
(3 marks) 

END OF QUESTIONS  
15 
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THERE ARE NO QUESTIONS PRINTED ON THIS PAGE 
 
 
 
 

DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE 
ANSWER IN THE SPACES PROVIDED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2008 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved
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General Certificate of Secondary Education 
 
 
 
 
BENGALI 
Listening Test Transcript 
Higher Tier 
 
 
FOR INVIGILATOR’S USE ONLY 
 
SPECIMEN PAPER 
 
Time allowed: 40 minutes approximately 
  + 5 minutes reading time before the test 
 
• The pauses are pre-recorded for this test. 
 
This is what you should do for each item. 
 
• After the question number is announced, there will be a pause to allow you to read the 

instructions and questions. 
• Listen carefully to the recording and read the questions again. 
• Listen to the recording again, and then answer the questions. 
• When the next question is about to start you will hear a beep like this (*). 
• You may write at any time during the test. 
• Answer all questions. 
• Answer the questions in English. 
• Write neatly and put down all the information you are asked to give. 
• Ask any questions now.  You must not ask questions or interrupt during the test. 
• You now have five minutes to read through the question paper.  You may make notes 

during this time.  You may open your book now. 
• The test starts now. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

abc

The Invigilator must not pause this recording at any time once 
the test has started as all pauses are pre-recorded. 
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