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Introduction

In the new specification, the Bengali Writing test will be untiered to cater for students of all abilities
and carries 25% of the total marks.

Students will be required, to produce, in Bengali:

 a short list or to complete a form, which demonstrates their ability to write words or phrases
(Question 1)

 a text, which offers the opportunity to use a variety of structures, expressing their personal
opinions (Question 2)

 a text which offers the opportunity to write descriptively or imaginatively, expressing and
explaining ideas and points of view, eg an article, a letter, publicity material (Question 3)

Purposes for Question 2 and for Question 3:

 Students are offered a choice of contexts and purposes for Question 2 and Question 3

 Question 2 (a) is drawn from the context Lifestyle; 2 (b) is drawn from Work and Education.
Students answer either 2 (a) or 2 (b)

 Question 3 (a) is drawn from the context Leisure; 3 (b) is drawn from Home and Environment.
Students answer either 3 (a) or 3 (b)

 Stimuli will be in Bengali and suggested content points will be in English. There is also a
requirement to understand and to express points of view

 Question 2 and 3 are likely to require approximately 100 words each. However, provided the
task is completed, the number of words is not important

 Students should use a variety of structures and include different tenses

 In Question 2 students will need to express personal opinions and will need to refer to two
tenses

 In Question 3 students will need to express and explain ideas and points of view and to refer to
three tenses

 Students must have access to a dictionary in the Writing test

The bullet points provided in Questions 2 and 3 are not prescriptive. Students do not have to
respond to these bullet points. They may include their own ideas and points of view instead.
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MARK SCHEME

Question 1

This question will be assessed for Communication only.

List of four items
2 marks 1 mark 0 mark

3 or 4 words conveyed

without ambiguity eg. i¡a,
alL¡¢l, p¡m¡c, gm .

1 or 2 conveyed without
ambiguity.

No understandable words.

For Question 2 and Question 3 the following criteria will be used.

Content

Marks Criteria

13-14

Very Good

Fully relevant and detailed response to the task. Sound ability to convey
information clearly, express and explain ideas and points of view. Well
organised structure.

10-12
Good

Mostly relevant response to the task and shows ability to convey a lot of
information clearly, express and explain ideas and points of view.

7-9
Sufficient

Response to the task is generally relevant with quite a lot of information clearly
communicated. Points of view are expressed and ideas are developed.

4-6
Limited

Limited response to the task with some relevant information conveyed. Simple
opinions are expressed and there is some development of basic ideas.

1-3
Poor

Very limited response to the task with little relevant information conveyed. No
real structure.

0 The answer shows no relevance to the task set.
A zero score will automatically result in a zero score for the answer as a whole.
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Range of Language

Marks Criteria

5 Wide variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More complex sentences
are handled with confidence and verb tenses are used successfully.

4 Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures used. More complex
sentences are attempted and are often successful.

3 Some variety of vocabulary and structures used, including attempts at longer
sentences using appropriate linking words which are sometimes successful.

2 Vocabulary is appropriate to the basic needs of the task and structures are mostly
simple.

1 Inappropriate vocabulary with little understanding of language structure.

0 No language produced which is worthy of credit.

Accuracy

Marks Criteria

5
Largely accurate, although there may still be some errors especially in attempts at
more complex sentences. Verbs and tense formations are secure.

4
Generally accurate with errors occurring in attempts at more complex sentences.
Verb and tense formations are usually correct.

3
More accurate than inaccurate. Verb forms and tense formations are sometimes
unsuccessful. The intended meaning is clear.

2 Many errors which often impede communication. Verb forms are rarely accurate.

1
Limited understanding of the most basic linguistic structures. Frequent errors
regularly impede communication.

0 No language produced which is worthy of credit.

 The mark awarded for Range of Language must not be more than one band higher than the
mark awarded for Content. (See table below).

 The mark awarded for Accuracy must not be more than one band higher than the mark
awarded for Content. (See table below).

 If a mark is awarded for Content, this will inevitably lead to the award of a mark for Range of
Language and for Accuracy.

 If a mark of zero is awarded for Content, this will automatically result in a zero score for
Range of Language and for Accuracy.

Content Mark
Maximum Mark for each of
Range of Language and Accuracy

0 0
1 – 3 1 – 2
4 – 6 1 – 3
7 – 9 1 – 4

10 – 12 1 – 5
13 – 14 1 – 5
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Student 1
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Student 1 – Commentary

Question 1

4 items of food are conveyed clearly, therefore 2 marks are awarded.

Total marks = 2/2

Question 2 (b)

The content is fully relevant to the task. The information is conveyed clearly, explaining ideas and
points of view. The structures are also appropriate, varied and well organised. Complex structures
are handled with confidence and the verb/tense forms are used successfully.

However, all suggested points have not been fully responded to. In particular, the points on preferred
school subjects and the future plans after leaving the school could have been developed with more
detailed personal responses. Teachers should bear in mind that students do not always have to
respond to the suggested bullet points provided. They may include their own ideas and points of
view instead. The content comfortably exceeds the borderline of ‘Good’, therefore the lowest mark of
the top band (13) is awarded.

Content - 13 marks

There is a good variety of structures, including evidence of complex and conditional structures such

as k¢c qm l¤j b¡L ah ph¡C qm l¤j hp m¡’ ®Ma f¡lh and B¢j BlJ p¡hSƒ Q¡C ®k…m¡
Bj¡l i¢hoÉa L¡S m¡Nh. The piece lies well within the top band and so 5 is awarded.

Range of Language - 5 marks

This piece is largely accurate. Structures are varied and include complex structures. Verb and tense
formations are also secure. Therefore, it fits well within the top band and the mark awarded is 5.

Accuracy - 5 marks

Total marks = 23/24

Question 3 (a)

The content again is fully relevant to the task. The information is conveyed clearly, explaining ideas
and points of view. The structures are also appropriate, varied and well displayed. Complex
structures are handled with confidence and the verb/tense forms are used successfully.

However, here again the suggested points have not been rigidly responded to. The student
attempted to respond fully to the questions asked in the stimulus. This is perfectly acceptable.
Students do not have to respond to the suggested bullet points, as long as they have written a
relevant and detailed response and included their own ideas and points of view. The content fits
within the criteria of ‘Very Good’ and the lowest mark of the top band (13) is awarded.

Content - 13 marks
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There is evidence of a variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More complex sentences

are handled with confidence, such as as Nljl R¥¢Va hei¡Se k¡Ju¡l HL¢V BcnÑ pju and
k¡q¡L, B¢j je L¢l fÊaÉL h¡P¡m£l h¡wm¡cnC k¡Ju¡ E¢Qa The piece lies well within the top band

and so 5 is awarded.

Range of Language - 5 marks

This piece is largely accurate. Verb and tense formations are also secure. Therefore, it fits well
within the top band and the mark awarded is 5.

Accuracy - 5 marks

Total marks = 23/24

Total marks for Student 1 = 48/50
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Student 2
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Student 2 - Commentary

Question 1

4 items of food are conveyed clearly, therefore 2 marks are awarded.

Total marks = 2/2

Question 2 (a)

The content is fully relevant to the task. The information is conveyed clearly, explaining ideas and
points of view. The structures are also varied. Complex structures are handled with confidence and
the verb/tense forms are used successfully in most cases.

However, the student’s point of view about eating unhealthy food could have been developed further
with detailed personal responses. The content fits comfortably in the criteria for ‘Good’, therefore the
top mark of the band (12) is awarded.

Content - 12 marks

There is a good variety of structures, including evidence of complex and imperative structures such

as Hph M¡h¡l ®l¡S ®l¡S ®Mm ®a¡j¡l nl£l M¡l¡f qa f¡l, a¤¢j ®j¡V¡ qu ®ka f¡l¡ Hje¢L ...... jlJ
®ka f¡l¡ and ah B¢j ¢eu¢ja hÉ¡u¡j L¢l, a¡C Bj¡l h¡s¢a JSe L¢ju ®gm¢R The piece lies well

within the top band and so 5 is awarded.

Range of Language - 5 marks

This piece is largely accurate. Structures are varied and include complex structures. Verb and tense
formations are also secure in most cases. There are, however, minor spelling errors in attempts at
more complex sentences. Therefore, it fits well within the top band and the mark awarded is 5.

Accuracy - 5 marks

Total marks = 22/24

Question 3 (b)

The content is mostly relevant to the task. The information is conveyed in detail, explaining ideas and
points of view. The structures are also varied. Complex structures are handled with confidence and
the verb/tense forms are used successfully.

However, the suggested points have not been responded to uniformly. One or two points have been
responded to with detailed information. The point on opinions about the local city/area could have
been explained more fully. Overall, the content fits in well within the band of ‘Good’, therefore the
mark of 12 is awarded.

Content - 12 marks
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There is evidence of a range of vocabulary and structures. Also, more complex sentences are

handled with success, such as ®c¡a¡m¡u HLC lLj p¤k¡N p¤¢hd¡ and B¢j ®R¡Vhm¡u j¡l p¡b h¡N¡e
Lla¡j ¢L¿º HMe Bl L¢l e¡ The piece lies well within the top band and so 5 is awarded.

Range of Language - 5 marks

This piece is generally accurate. Verb and tense formations are also secure. However, a number of
spelling errors are evident. Therefore the mark awarded is 4.

Accuracy - 4 marks

Total marks = 21/24

Total marks for Student 2 = 45/50
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Student 3
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Student 3 - Commentary

Question 1

2 items of food are conveyed therefore 1 mark is awarded.

Total marks = 1/2

Question 2 (b)

The response is mostly limited to the task, with some relevant information conveyed. However,
instead of responding to the prescribed bullet points sequentially, the student made an attempt to
respond to the question asked in the Bengali stimulus. This is fine and should not be penalised, as
long as the response is relevant.

However, the student’s point of view about possible changes to existing school facilities could have
been developed even further, with detailed personal responses. Unfortunately, this was missing here.
Overall, the content fits on the borderline between the criteria for ‘Limited’ and ‘Sufficient’, therefore
the mark of 6 is awarded.

Content - 6 marks

Some variety of vocabulary and structures are used. The use of verb forms is mostly correct and
there are longer sentences, with appropriate linking words. Also, there is evidence of two tenses,

which is required for this task, such as Bj¡l CpL¤m M¤h f¤l¡e¡ ¢Lea¤ ea¤e e¡Ql S¡CN¡ aCu¡l Ll¡
m¡N. Overall, the piece is quite simple and so fits well with the mark of 3 available in this category.

Range of Language - 3 marks

This piece is more accurate than inaccurate. Verb and tense formations are usually successful. There
are spelling errors but the intended meaning is clear. Therefore a mark of 3 is awarded.

Accuracy - 3 marks

Total marks = 12/24

Question 3 (a)

In this piece, the student gives a relevant but limited response. The information consists of some
simple ideas, with basic explanations. The student gives some examples and expresses opinions
clearly. However, the student’s point of view did not cover the context of the task sufficiently. Overall,
the content fits on the borderline between the criteria for ‘Limited’ and ‘Sufficient’, therefore a mark of
7 is justified.

Content - 7 marks
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Some variety of vocabulary and structures are used. The verb forms are mostly correct and there
are longer sentences with appropriate linking words. Complex sentences are attempted and are
usually successful. Also, there is evidence of three time frames which is required for this task.
Overall the piece fits well with a mark of 4.

Range of Language - 4 marks

This piece is more accurate than inaccurate. Verb and tense formations are usually successful.
The sentences are generally accurate There are, however, quite a few spelling errors but the
intended meaning is clear. Therefore, a mark of 3 is awarded.

Accuracy - 3 marks

Total marks = 14/24

Total marks for Student 3 = 27/50




