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Introduction 
 
The flexible, unitised structure of Unit 4 Writing allows students to maximise achievement. There 
are 50 marks allocated to this unit and the test carries 25% of the total marks. 
 
Students are required to write, in Bengali: 
 
a short list or to complete a form, which demonstrates their ability to write words or 
phrases. (Question 1) 
 
a text, which offers the opportunity to use a variety of structures, expressing their personal 
opinions. (Question 2) 
 
a text which offers the opportunity to write descriptively or imaginatively, expressing and 
explaining ideas and points of view, eg an article, a letter, publicity material. (Question 3) 
 
Purposes for Question 2 and for Question 3 
 
Students are offered a choice of contexts and purposes for Question 2 and for Question 3: 
 
Question 2 (a) is drawn from the context Lifestyle; 2 (b) is drawn from Work and Education. 
Students answer either 2 (a) or 2 (b). 
 
Question 3 (a) is drawn from the context Leisure; 3 (b) is drawn from Home and Environment. 
Students answer either 3 (a) or 3 (b). 
 
Students must have access to a dictionary in the Writing test. 
 
Stimuli are displayed in Bengali with gist summaries in the rubrics and suggested content points, 
all in English. 
 
There is no word limit to either Question 2 or Question 3. It is important that the tasks are 
completed: the number of words need not be counted.  Students are expected to use a variety of 
structures and include different tenses. 
 
In Question 2, students are expected to express personal opinions and need to refer to at least two 
tenses in order to score top marks. 
 
In Question 3, students are expected to express and explain ideas and points of view and to refer 
to three tenses. 
 
The bullet points provided in Questions 2 and 3 are not prescriptive. Students do not have to 
respond to these bullet points fully. Instead, they may include their own ideas and points of view 
within the context of the question. 
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1: 2
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2aC: 14
2aR: 5
2aA: 5
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3bC: 10
3bR: 3
3bA: 2
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Student 1 Commentary 
 
Question 1 
 
The task is to convey 4 items which could be packed in a school bag, in Bengali. Three items are 
conveyed unambiguously, so 2 marks are awarded. 
 
Total mark = 2 
 
 
Question 2 (a) 
 
This piece of work is fully relevant and very clearly communicated. The response is detailed and 
contains a lot of information. Ideas and points of view are expressed and explained in all 
paragraphs.  
 
They are well justified by the student, for example: "qy¡V¡Qm¡ Bl hÉ¡u¡j Ll­m nl£­m lš² Qm¡Qm 
q­hz nl£l i¡­m¡ b¡L­hz ®a¡jl nl£l i¡­m¡ b¡L­m ®a¡j¡l je i¡­m¡ b¡L­hz a¡C­m ®mM¡fs¡u je hp­h" 
The response is also well structured, i.e. divided into clear paragraphs. 
 
Content - 14 
 
The student uses a wide variety of appropriate vocabulary. There are several examples of more 
complex sentences used successfully. Present, past and future tenses are all used on at least one 
occasion. Therefore, a mark of 5 is awarded.  
 
Range of Language – 5 
 
The response is accurate. Although there are several spelling errors and lapses, they are of a 
minor nature and do not affect communication. The intended meaning is clear in all sentences, 
therefore, a mark of 5 is awarded. 
 
Accuracy – 5 
 
Total marks = 24/24 
 
 
Question 3 (b) 
 
The response to the task is rather limited. Some relevant information is conveyed but not sufficient 
to score more marks. The piece would also benefit from improvements to the structure, which 
would make it clearer. The student begins by saying where she lives and where she lived before, 
she also linked where she would like to live in the future. This is followed by an opinion and 
reasons. However, the ideas could have been developed further, with more detailed information, 
hence a mark of 10 is awarded. 
 
Content - 10 
 
There is some variety of vocabulary, but the structure used is mostly simple. The student tries to 
use longer sentences, using appropriate linking words but the attempts are not always successful. 
There are attempts to use different tenses but they are in mostly simple structures. Therefore, a 
mark of 3 is awarded. 
 
Range of Language - 3 
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The piece contains many errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar but, on the whole, they do 
not impede communication. Verb forms are sometimes successful but occasional lapses impede 
appropriate communication. Therefore, a mark of 2 is awarded. 
 
Accuracy – 2 
 
 
Total marks = 15/24 
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1: 2
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2bC: 14
2bR: 5
2bA: 5
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3bC: 14
3bR: 5
3bA: 5
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Student 2 Commentary 
 
Question 1 
 
The student gives 4 items which could be packed in a school bag. The words are unambiguous, so 
a mark of 2 is awarded. 
 
Total marks = 2 
 
 
Question 2 (b) 
 
The content is fully relevant to the task. The information is communicated clearly, explaining ideas 
and points of view. The structures are also appropriate, varied and well organised. Complex 
structures are handled with confidence and the verb/tense forms are used successfully. 
 
This piece of work is fully relevant and very clearly communicated. The response is detailed and 
contains a lot of information. Ideas and points of view are well expressed and justified by the 
student using conditional and habitual past. For example: "B¢j Cw®l¢S LÓ¡­h k¡C L¡lZ Bj¡l 
Cw­l¢S Ha i¡m e¡; B¢j kMe h¡wm¡­c­n ¢Rm¡j aMe Ha LÓ¡­h ®ka¡j e¡z n¤d¤ ®Mm¡d§m¡l LÓ¡­h ®ka¡j, 
Bj¡l ®Mm¡d§m¡ M¤h i¡m m¡­N; LÓ¡­h ®N­m A­eL hå¥ h¡åh£J f¡Ju¡ k¡u; LÓ¡­h ¢N­u k¢c ¢LR¥ ¢nM¡ k¡u 
a¡q­m i¢hoÉ­a L¡j Bp­a f¡­lz  
 
The examples above show that the piece contains varied structures and fits well within the context, 
though all suggested points have not been fully developed. In particular, the points on possible 
improvements to the current range of school clubs were not covered. However, teachers should 
bear in mind that students do not have to respond to all the suggested bullet points. They may 
include their own ideas and points of view instead. The overall content comfortably fits in the top 
band of ‘Very good’, therefore, the highest mark of the top band (14) is awarded. 
 
Content - 14 marks 
 
The student uses a variety of appropriate vocabulary and varied structures. There are several 
examples of more complex sentences used successfully. Present, past and future tenses are all 
used on at least one occasion. More complex sentences are handled with confidence and verb 
tenses are used successfully, so 5 marks are awarded for Range and Language.  
 
Range of Language – 5 
 
The response is largely accurate, although there are some errors (wrong spelling, for example: 
¢nL¡, L¡j,HLe, ph­R) particularly in attempts at more complex structures. However, they are of a 
minor nature and do not affect communication. Verbs and tense formations are also secure. 
Therefore, 5 marks are awarded for Accuracy. 
 
Accuracy – 5 
 
Total marks = 24/24 
 
 
Question 3 (b) 
 
This piece of work is fully relevant and very clearly communicated. The response is detailed and 
contains a lot of information. Ideas and points of view are expressed and explained in detail. 
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They are well justified by the student, for example: "Bj¡l m¾X­el h¢s Bj¡l L¡­R i¡­m¡ m¡­N e¡ 
L¡lZ m¾X­el h¡¢s M¤h ®R¡V Bl ®k¢c­L a¡L¡C n¤d¤ ¢hm¢Xw Bl ¢hm¢Xw; M¤h ®h¢n N¡¢sl nëz N¡¢sl 
n­ël SeÉ l¡­a HLV¥ n¡¢¿¹­a O¥j¡­a f¢¢l e¡z. The response is well structured and sequenced very 
well. The overall content comfortably fits into the top band of ‘Very good’; therefore the highest 
mark of the top band (14) is awarded. 
 
Content - 14 
 
The student uses a wide variety of appropriate vocabulary. There are several examples of more 
complex sentences used successfully. Present, past and future tenses are all used on at least one 
occasion, there is a range of language and wide variety of appropriate vocabulary in evidence. The 
student deserves full marks in this category, so a mark of 5 is awarded.  
 
Range of Language - 5 
 
The response is accurate, and although there are several spelling errors, they are of a minor 
nature and do not affect communication. The intended meaning is clear in all sentences. 
 
Accuracy – 5 
 
Total marks = 24/24 
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1: 2
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2bC: 8
2bR: 3
2bA: 2
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3bC: 14
3bR: 5
3bA: 4
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Student 3 Commentary 
 
Question 1 
 
There is some ambiguity on item 1 and item 2. However, items 3 and 4 are displayed 
unambiguously. It is to be noted that to score 2 marks, students need to convey 3 out of 4 words. 
Here, the student conveys 3 words appropriately. Therefore, a mark of 2 is awarded. 
 
Total marks = 2 
 
 
Question 2 (b) 
 
The task requires the student to focus on the context of curricular and extra-curricular activities on 
offer and thoughts about a way forward. The student does not have to respond to each bullet point, 
so the messages conveyed are generally relevant. However, the information conveyed was not 
enough to score marks within the top two bands. The piece would also benefit from improvement 
to the structures and formation of verbs. The student offers simple opinions, and there is some 
development of basic ideas. However, they are not always explained or justified, hence a mark of 8 
is awarded. 
 
Content – 8 
 
There is some variety of vocabulary but the structures used are mostly simple with heavy influence 
from regional dialectical expressions. The student tries to use longer sentences, using appropriate 
linking words but the attempts are often unsuccessful, with a frequent mismatching of verb forms. 
Therefore, a mark of 3 is awarded. 
 
Range of Language -3 
 
The piece contains many spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors, which often impede 
communication. Therefore, a mark of 2 is awarded. 
 
Accuracy – 2 
 
Total marks = 13/24 
 
 
Question 3 (b) 
 
The content again is fully relevant to the task. The information is conveyed clearly, explaining ideas 
and points of view. The structures are also appropriate, varied and well presented. Complex 
structures are handled with confidence and the verb/tense forms are used successfully. The 
suggested points have not all been covered. This is perfectly acceptable. Students do not have to 
respond to the suggested bullet points, as long as they have written a relevant and detailed 
response to the title and included their own ideas and points of view. The content fits well within 
the criteria of ‘Very Good’ and a mark of 14 is awarded. 
 
Content - 14 marks 
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There is evidence of a variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More complex sentences 
are handled with confidence, such as Bj¡l Hm¡L¡l SeÉ ¢LR¥ Ll­a C­µR L­l e¡z Bj¡l h¡¢sl 
L¡ec¡u ¢SjJ e¡C H L¡l­Z Bj¡l nl£l M¡l¡f q­u­Rz. The piece lies well within the top band and so 
the mark of 5 is awarded. 
 
Range of Language - 5 marks 
 
This piece is generally accurate. Verb and tense formations are also secure. However, a number of 
spelling errors are evident. Therefore, a mark of 4 is awarded. 
 
Accuracy - 4 marks 
 
Total marks = 23/24 
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Writing Assessment Criteria – Bengali/Modern Hebrew/Panjabi/Polish 

 

 Content Range of 
Language 

Accuracy Total 

Question 1 2 - - 2 

Question 2 14 5 5 24 

Question 3 14 5 5 24 

Total 30 10 10 50 

 
Question 1 - Content 
 

Marks Content 

0 No understandable words. 

1 1-2 words conveyed without ambiguity. 

2 3-4 words conveyed without ambiguity. 
 
For Question 2 and Question 3 the following criteria will be used 
 
Content 
 
Marks Criteria 

13-14 
Very Good 
Fully relevant and detailed response to the task.  Sound ability to convey information 
clearly, express and explain ideas and points of view.  Well organised structure. 

10-12 
Good 
Mostly relevant response to the task and shows ability to convey a lot of information 
clearly, express and explain ideas and points of view.  

7-9 
Sufficient 
Response to the task is generally relevant with quite a lot of information clearly 
communicated. Points of view are expressed and ideas are developed.   

4-6 
Limited 
Limited response to the task with some relevant information conveyed.  Simple 
opinions are expressed and there is some development of basic ideas. 

1-3 
Poor 
Very limited response to the task with little relevant information conveyed.  No real 
structure. 

0 The answer shows no relevance to the task set. 
A zero score will automatically result in a zero score for the answer as a whole. 
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Range of Language 
 
Marks Criteria 

5 Wide variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures.  More complex sentences are 
handled with confidence and verb tenses are used successfully.  

4 Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures used. More complex sentences 
are attempted and are often successful. 

3 Some variety of vocabulary and structures used, including attempts at longer sentences 
using appropriate linking words which are sometimes successful. 

2 Vocabulary is appropriate to the basic needs of the task and structures are mostly 
simple. 

1 Inappropriate vocabulary with little understanding of language structure. 

0 No language produced which is worthy of credit. 
 
Accuracy 
 
Marks Criteria 

5 Largely accurate, although there may still be some errors especially in attempts at 
more complex sentences. Verbs and tense formations are secure. 

4 Generally accurate with errors occurring in attempts at more complex sentences.  
Verb and tense formations are usually correct. 

3 More accurate than inaccurate.  Verb forms and tense formations are sometimes 
unsuccessful.  The intended meaning is clear. 

2 Many errors which often impede communication.  Verb forms are rarely accurate. 

1 Limited understanding of the most basic linguistic structures.  Frequent errors 
regularly impede communication. 

0 No language produced which is worthy of credit. 

 
 The mark awarded for Range of Language must not be more than one band higher than the 

mark awarded for Content.  (See table below). 

 The mark awarded for Accuracy must not be more than one band higher than the mark 
awarded for Content.  (See table below) 

 If a mark is awarded for Content, this will inevitably lead to the award of a mark for Range 
of Language and for Accuracy. 

 If a mark of zero is awarded for Content, this will automatically result in a zero score for 
Range of Language and for Accuracy.  

 
Content Mark Maximum Mark for each of 

Range of Language and Accuracy 
0 0 

1 – 3 1 – 2 
4 – 6 1 – 3 
7 – 9 1 – 4 

10 – 12 1 – 5 
13 – 14 1 – 5 
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