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AT  THIS  POINT RECORD  THIS DO  THIS

At the start of each 
new tape.

�GCSE Bengali Examination, 2008.

Centre No.__________________ .�

(a) On the form which is in the tape-
box, write your centre number 
and the language being tested.

At the start of each 
candidate�s test.

�Candidate No._______________ ,
__________________ (name of 
candidate).�

(b) On the form which is in the tape-
box, write the candidate�s name 
and number, the number of the 
role-play and the letter of the 
conversation card.

(c) On the Attendance List, write 
the tier (F or H)* at which the 
candidate is being tested.

(d) Start the test.

(e) Do not stop or pause the tape 
during the recording.

At the end of each 
candidate�s test.

�End of test.� (f) Check that the test has been 
recorded clearly and audibly.

(g) Reset the controls ready to 
record the next candidate.

(h) If you are not sure there is 
enough time on the tape, start the 
next test on side B, or on the next 
tape.

After the last 
candidate on side A.

�End of recording on this side.�

After the last 
candidate on side B 
of each tape.

�End of recording on this tape.� (i) When the tape is complete

 � wind to the start of side A;
 � check that all the details on 

the form in the tape-box are 
filled in;

 � write your name on the form;
 � place it and the tape back in 

the tape-box before you get 
the next tape out of its box.

* F = Foundation
 H = Higher



3

H/Jun08/3636/S

Turn over !

The instructions opposite are just a checklist.  For the complete instructions, refer to the booklet 
Modern Foreign Languages � Instructions for the 2008 Examinations, which is issued to all centres 
in the Spring Term.
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ROLE  PLAY  1  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are in a fruit shop.

! Say what you would like to buy.

! Say how much you want.

! Say you do not want anything else. 

! Ask how much it costs.

Your teacher will play the part of the shopkeeper and will speak first.
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ROLE  PLAY  1  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE
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ROLE  PLAY  2  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are talking to your parents about going out with your friend.

! Say when you want to go out.

! Say where you are going.

! Say what time you will be back.

! Ask if your parents can collect you.

Your teacher will play the part of one of your parents and will speak first.



7

H/Jun08/3636/S

Turn over !

ROLE  PLAY  2  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE
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ROLE  PLAY  3  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are talking to your cousin on the telephone about your trip to Bangladesh this 
summer.

! Say when you will arrive there.

! Say how you are travelling.

! Say how long you are staying.

! Ask if your cousin can come to the airport to meet you.

Your teacher will play the part of your cousin and will speak first.
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Turn over !

ROLE  PLAY  3  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE
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ROLE  PLAY  4  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are talking to your Form Tutor about leaving school for a dentist�s 
appointment.

! Say what time your appointment is.

! Say how far the surgery is.

! Say what time you will come back to school.

! Ask your Form Tutor if he/she can write a note for you.

Your teacher will play the part of your Form Tutor and will speak first.
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ROLE  PLAY  4  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE
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ROLE  PLAY  5  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are talking to your friend about cooking.

! Say what food you can cook.

! Name two things you need to make this dish.

! Say when you last cooked this dish.

! Ask your friend what he/she likes to cook.

Your teacher will play the part of your friend and will speak first.
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ROLE  PLAY  5  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE
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ROLE  PLAY  6  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are at a coach station in Manchester.

! Say where you want to go.

! Say what time you want to go.

! Ask how much the ticket will cost.

! Ask what time the coach will arrive there.

Your teacher will play the part of the ticket clerk and will speak first.
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Turn over !

ROLE  PLAY  6  (FOUNDATION  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE
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ROLE  PLAY  7  (HIGHER  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are talking to your teacher about a festival that you celebrated recently.

!

!

! !
!

When you see this � ! � you will have to respond to something which you have not prepared.

Your teacher will play the part of your teacher and will speak first.
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ROLE  PLAY  7  (HIGHER  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE

! Because the candidate�s role is unstructured, it is essential that you are clear about the tasks 
which the candidate must accomplish.

! You may change the target language phrases given below if necessary, for example if the 
candidate�s response makes them inappropriate.

! Remember that if you supply key vocabulary, candidates cannot be rewarded for it.

1. Begin the conversation by explaining the situation and then asking the candidate what the 
festival was and when he/she celebrated it.

2 Allow the candidate to explain what the festival was and when he/she celebrated it.
 Ask the candidate what he/she did.  Elicit two details.

3 Allow the candidate to say what he/she did at the festival.
 ! Ask the candidate what food he/she ate.  Elicit two details.  Then ask the candidate what food 

he/she enjoyed the most.

4 Allow the candidate to give two details about what he/she ate and to mention what food he/she 
enjoyed the most.

 Ask the candidate what present he/she received and who gave it.  

5 Allow the candidate to say what present he/she received and who gave it.
 End the conversation appropriately by saying:

 
NB  You should address the candidate as  throughout this role play.
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ROLE  PLAY  8  (HIGHER  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are talking to your uncle/aunt in Bangladesh about what you do at home after returning from 
school.

!

!

!

! !

When you see this � ! � you will have to respond to something which you have not prepared.

Your teacher will play the part of your uncle/aunt and will speak first.
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Turn over !

ROLE  PLAY  8  (HIGHER  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE

! Because the candidate�s role is unstructured, it is essential that you are clear about the tasks 
which the candidate must accomplish.

! You may change the target language phrases given below if necessary, for example if the 
candidate�s response makes them inappropriate.

! Remember that if you supply key vocabulary, candidates cannot be rewarded for it.

1 Begin the conversation by explaining the situation and then asking the candidate what he/she 
does at home after school and how long he/she spends doing this.

2 Allow the candidate to say what he/she does and for how long.
 Ask the candidate when he/she does his/her homework and who helps him/her.

3 Allow the candidate to say when he/she does homework and who helps him/her.
 Ask the candidate what time he/she eats his/her evening meal and what he/she eats.  

Elicit two items.

4 Allow the candidate to say when he/she eats and mention two food items.
 ! Ask the candidate what he/she does to help his/her mother.  Elicit two details.  

5 Allow the candidate to mention two things he/she does to help his/her mother.
 End the conversation appropriately by saying:

 
NB  You should address the candidate as  throughout this role play.
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ROLE  PLAY  9  (HIGHER  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You have an interview for a part-time job and are talking to the officer at the job centre.

!

!

! !
!

When you see this � ! � you will have to respond to something which you have not prepared.

Your teacher will play the part of the officer and will speak first.
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Turn over !

ROLE  PLAY  9  (HIGHER  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE

! Because the candidate�s role is unstructured, it is essential that you are clear about the tasks 
which the candidate must accomplish.

! You may change the target language phrases given below if necessary, for example if the 
candidate�s response makes them inappropriate.

! Remember that if you supply key vocabulary, candidates cannot be rewarded for it.

1 Begin the conversation by explaining the situation and then asking the candidate when he/she 
wants to start work and for how many hours he/she wants to work.

2 Allow the candidate to say when and for how many hours he/she wants to work.
 Ask the candidate where he/she prefers to work and for how long.

3 Allow the candidate to say where he/she prefers to work and for how long.
 ! Ask the candidate why he/she wants to do this job.  Elicit two details.

4 Allow the candidate to give two reasons why he/she prefers to do this job.
 Ask the candidate where he/she lives and when he/she will return to school.  

5 Allow the candidate to say where he/she lives and when he/she will return to school.
 End the conversation appropriately by saying:

 
NB  You should address the candidate as  throughout this role play.
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ROLE  PLAY  10  (HIGHER  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are in a department store in Dhaka buying presents for your family and you are talking to the 
shop assistant.

!

!

! !
!

When you see this � ! � you will have to respond to something which you have not prepared.

Your teacher will play the part of the shop assistant and will speak first.
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Turn over !

ROLE  PLAY  10  (HIGHER  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE

! Because the candidate�s role is unstructured, it is essential that you are clear about the tasks 
which the candidate must accomplish.

! You may change the target language phrases given below if necessary, for example if the 
candidate�s response makes them inappropriate.

! Remember that if you supply key vocabulary, candidates cannot be rewarded for it.

1 Begin the conversation by explaining the situation and then asking the candidate what he/she 
wants to buy and for whom.

2 Allow the candidate to say what he/she wants to buy and for whom.
 Ask the candidate how many he/she wants to buy and what colour.

3 Allow the candidate to say how many he/she wants to buy and what colour.
 ! Ask the candidate how much money he/she can afford to spend and how he/she would like to 

pay.

4 Allow the candidate to say how much money he/she can afford to spend and to say how he/she 
would like to pay.

 Ask the candidate what he/she wants to buy for him/herself. 

5 Allow the candidate to say what he/she wants to buy for him/herself.  Elicit two details.
 End the conversation appropriately by saying:

 
NB  You should address the candidate as  throughout this role play.
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ROLE  PLAY  11  (HIGHER  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are talking to your new friend in Bangladesh about the seasons and weather in England.

!

!

! !
!

When you see this � ! � you will have to respond to something which you have not prepared.

Your teacher will play the part of your new friend and will speak first.
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ROLE  PLAY  11  (HIGHER  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE

! Because the candidate�s role is unstructured, it is essential that you are clear about the tasks 
which the candidate must accomplish.

! You may change the target language phrases given below if necessary, for example if the 
candidate�s response makes them inappropriate.

! Remember that if you supply key vocabulary, candidates cannot be rewarded for it.

1 Begin the conversation by explaining the situation and then asking the candidate about the 
seasons and weather in England.

 Ask him/her to describe two types of weather.

2 Allow the candidate to talk about the seasons and weather in England and to describe two types 
of weather.

 Ask the candidate what type of weather he/she likes and why.

3 Allow the candidate to say what type of weather he/she likes and why.
 ! Ask the candidate to describe what he/she does during this weather.  Elicit two details.

4 Allow the candidate to give two details to describe what he/she does during this weather.
 Ask the candidate what festivals are celebrated in the winter season and ask how people observe 

them.  Elicit two details.  

5 Allow the candidate to give two details about festivals in the winter season and how people 
celebrate them.

 End the conversation appropriately by saying:

 
NB  You should address the candidate as  throughout this role play.
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ROLE  PLAY  12  (HIGHER  TIER)

CANDIDATE�S  ROLE

You are talking to your friend about films.

!

!

! !
!

When you see this � ! � you will have to respond to something which you have not prepared.

Your teacher will play the part of your friend and will speak first.
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Turn over !

ROLE  PLAY  12  (HIGHER  TIER)

TEACHER�S  ROLE

! Because the candidate�s role is unstructured, it is essential that you are clear about the tasks 
which the candidate must accomplish.

! You may change the target language phrases given below if necessary, for example if the 
candidate�s response makes them inappropriate.

! Remember that if you supply key vocabulary, candidates cannot be rewarded for it.

1 Begin the conversation by explaining the situation and then asking the candidate what is his/her 
favourite film and what type of film it is.

2 Allow the candidate to name his/her favourite film and to explain what type of film it is.
 Ask the candidate why it is his/her favourite film.  Elicit two details.

3 Allow the candidate to give two details about why this is his/her favourite film.
 ! Ask the candidate when and with whom he/she watched the film.

4 Allow the candidate to say when and with whom he/she watched the film.
  Ask the candidate what kind of television programmes he/she likes to watch and why.  

5 Allow the candidate to say what kind of television programmes he/she likes to watch and why.
 End the conversation appropriately by saying:

 
NB  You should address the candidate as  throughout this role play.
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SETS  OF  TOPICS  AND  SUGGESTED  QUESTIONS  
FOR  CONVERSATIONS
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TOPICS  �  SET  A

GENERAL  CONVERSATION

! Teachers should conduct a conversation on at least two of the following topics.  Only these 
topics may be used.  Suggested questions are given as a guide only.

! For Foundation Tier, the conversation should last for not less than four minutes and not more 
than six minutes.

! For Higher Tier, the conversation should last for not less than six minutes and not more than 
eight minutes.

Leisure

Home Life 

 
         
The Environment
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TOPICS  �  SET  B

GENERAL  CONVERSATION

! Teachers should conduct a conversation on at least two of the following topics.  Only these 
topics may be used.  Suggested questions are given as a guide only.

! For Foundation Tier, the conversation should last for not less than four minutes and not more 
than six minutes.

! For Higher Tier, the conversation should last for not less than six minutes and not more than 
eight minutes.

Personal Relationships

Home Life 

 
         
The Environment
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TOPICS  �  SET  C

GENERAL  CONVERSATION

! Teachers should conduct a conversation on at least two of the following topics.  Only these 
topics may be used.  Suggested questions are given as a guide only.

! For Foundation Tier, the conversation should last for not less than four minutes and not more 
than six minutes.

! For Higher Tier, the conversation should last for not less than six minutes and not more than 
eight minutes.

Education / Work

Personal Relationships

 
         
Tourism
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TOPICS  �  SET  D

GENERAL  CONVERSATION

! Teachers should conduct a conversation on at least two of the following topics.  Only these 
topics may be used.  Suggested questions are given as a guide only.

! For Foundation Tier, the conversation should last for not less than four minutes and not more 
than six minutes.

! For Higher Tier, the conversation should last for not less than six minutes and not more than 
eight minutes.

Home Life 

Leisure 

 
         
Tourism
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TOPICS  �  SET  E

GENERAL  CONVERSATION

! Teachers should conduct a conversation on at least two of the following topics.  Only these 
topics may be used.  Suggested questions are given as a guide only.

! For Foundation Tier, the conversation should last for not less than four minutes and not more 
than six minutes.

! For Higher Tier, the conversation should last for not less than six minutes and not more than 
eight minutes.

Education / Work

Leisure 

 
         
Tourism
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TOPICS  �  SET  F

GENERAL  CONVERSATION

! Teachers should conduct a conversation on at least two of the following topics.  Only these 
topics may be used.  Suggested questions are given as a guide only.

! For Foundation Tier, the conversation should last for not less than four minutes and not more 
than six minutes.

! For Higher Tier, the conversation should last for not less than six minutes and not more than 
eight minutes.

Personal Relationships

Education / Work

 
         
The Environment
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