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Introduction 
 

• Arabic A 1606 (4 skills) 

This specification offers positive and appropriate assessment for Arabic language learners at key 
stage 4. Building on best practice, it affords students and teachers choice and scope for linking 
learning activities to student interests and new technology. It encourages the development of 
different language skills and provides opportunities to apply these across a range of contexts. 

It is also possible to undertake GCSE examinations in Arabic without a speaking component. 
This specification provides appropriate information for the ‘3 skills’ alternative GCSE since the 
listening, reading and writing papers are common. The alternative specification is:  

• Arabic B 1607 (3 skills) 

Key features 

• Streamlined list of topic areas. 

• Increased focus on ICT. 

• Full INSET support, professional advice and guidance. 

• New speaking test arrangements. 

• Progression route to the Edexcel AS/AGCE Arabic specification.  
 

Other modern foreign languages in the Edexcel GCSE portfolio 

In addition to the Arabic GCSE featured in this specification, Edexcel also offer: 

• French (1226) 

• German (1231) 

• Italian (1237) 

• Spanish (1246) 

• Urdu (1901) 

• French – Short course (3226) 

• Japanese (1752/3)* 

• Chinese (1666/7)* 

• Modern Greek (1776) 

• Russian (1241) 

*An alternative three skills GCSE (no speaking test) is also available in Japanese 
and Chinese 
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Summary of the specification content and scheme of 
assessment 

This specification provides a framework for the development of effective language learning and 
use of the target language and relates to the requirements of the national curriculum orders for 
modern foreign languages in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

It combines an emphasis on communication skills with reward for a practical knowledge and 
understanding of language structures and grammar. Rather than develop language within 
numerous topic areas, students will be encouraged to adapt and apply their target language to 
different contexts and situations. All papers are designed to match the language experience and 
maturity of candidates at key stage 4 and will draw on some of the language knowledge 
developed at key stage 3 or during initial exposure to the target language. The specification 
provides student-focussed papers for listening and responding, speaking (as appropriate), 
reading and responding and writing.  

A list of five general topic areas and related sub-topics has been produced to provide learners 
with a clear focus but students will not cover all of these in each part of the examination. The 
speaking tests, for example, afford students an open choice of first conversation topic, but this is 
complemented by a reduced number of sub-topics for second and third conversation 
exploitation.  

There is a single tier of entry for this specification. The following grids show the relationship 
between assessment objectives and examination components. Full assessment criteria for 
speaking and writing papers are given in this specification. 

There has been special agreement with the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) 
concerning the subject criteria for the ‘3 skills’ GCSE in Arabic, Chinese and Japanese. 
Whereas the revised modern foreign language (MFL) GCSE criteria require a minimum of 20% 
of the total marks to be allocated to knowledge and accurate application of grammar and 
structures, this is reduced to 15% in the case of ‘3 skills’ language GCSEs. In the latter 
qualification, the assessment of knowledge and application of grammar will be solely based on 
each candidate’s performance in the writing paper. The endorsed ‘3 skills’ GCSE certificate will 
clearly indicate that there has been no assessment of speaking skills.  

NB: Due to changes in the MFL GCSE criteria, the 2003 specification does not permit 
dictionary access in any of the papers. 

Arabic A (4 skills) 

Paper/assessment objective % Method of assessment Time 

1 Listening and responding 25% Terminal Examination 45 mins (+ 5 mins 
reading time) 

2 Speaking  25% Terminal Examination 8 – 12 mins 

3 Reading and responding  25% Terminal Examination 55 mins 

4 Writing  25% Terminal Examination 1 hour 15 mins 

Arabic B (3 skills) 

Paper/assessment objective % Method of assessment Time 

1 Listening and responding  33% Terminal Examination 45 mins (+ 5 mins  
reading time) 

3 Reading and responding  33% Terminal Examination 55 mins 

4 Writing  33% Terminal Examination  1 hour 15 mins 



UG008966 – Specification – Edexcel GCSE in Arabic A and B – Issue 1 – September 2001 3

Topic areas with related subtopics 

In the United Kingdom and abroad • Things to see and do 

• Life in the town, countryside, seaside 

• Weather and climate 

• Travel, transport and directions 

• Holidays, tourist information and 
accommodation 

• Services and shopping abroad 

• Customs, everyday life and traditions in target-
language countries and communities 

 

Education, training and employment • School life and routine 

• Different types of jobs 

• Job advertisements, applications and interviews 

• Future plans and work experience 

 

House, home and daily routine • Types of home, rooms, furniture and garden 

• Information about self, family and friends 

• Helping around the house 

• Food and drink 

 

Media, entertainment and youth 
culture 

• Sport, fashion and entertainment 

• Famous personalities 

• The media 

• Current affairs, social and environmental issues 

 

Social activities, fitness and health • Free time (evenings, weekends, meeting 
people) 

• Special occasions 

• Hobbies, interests, sports and exercise 

• Shopping and money matters 

• Accidents, injuries, common ailments and 
health issues (smoking, drugs) 
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Availability of external assessment  

Students must be externally assessed for all four (or three) papers. First assessment of this 
specification will be in summer 2003. Assessment will be available in each summer 
examination session thereafter.  

Prior learning and progression 

This specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills established by the National 
Curriculum at Key Stages 1, 2 and 3. It provides a foundation for further study at levels 2 and 3 
in the National Qualifications Framework, including AS and Advanced GCEs and certain 
NLS/NVQ language units. 

Forbidden combinations and links with other subjects 

Every specification is assigned to a national classification code indicating the subject area to 
which it belongs. Centres should be aware that students who enter for more than one GCSE 
qualification with the same classification code will have only one grade (the highest) counted 
for the purpose of the School and College Performance Tables. 

The classification code for this specification is 5910. 

Candidates entering for this specification may not, in the same series of examinations enter for 
any other specification with the same title. 
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Specification aims and assessment objectives 
 

National qualifications framework criteria 

The specification is based on the common criteria and the GCSE criteria, which are prescribed 
by the regulatory authorities including QCA and are mandatory for all awarding bodies. It is 
also derived from the prescribed subject criteria for modern foreign languages. 

Aims 

The aims of this GCSE specification are to provide a framework for the development of 
different skills, knowledge and understanding in a modern foreign language. It is designed to 
enable students to: 

• develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of the modern foreign language in a 
range of contexts 

• develop the ability to communicate effectively in the modern foreign language, through 
both the spoken and written word, using a range of vocabulary and structures 

• develop knowledge and understanding of the grammar of the modern foreign language, and 
the ability to apply it 

• apply their knowledge and understanding in a variety of relevant contexts which reflect their 
previous learning and maturity 

• develop knowledge and understanding of countries and communities where the modern 
foreign language is spoken 

• develop positive attitudes to modern foreign language learning 

• provide a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of the modern foreign 
language. 

NB: Clearly those requirements which relate to the development of oral skills do not apply to 
those undertaking the 3 skills GCSE. 

Assessment objectives 

All candidates will be required to demonstrate ability to: 

AO1 understand and respond to spoken language 25% (33% – 3 skills) 

AO2 communicate in speech, showing knowledge of applying 
accurately the grammar and structures prescribed in the 
specification 

25% (N/A – 3 skills) 

AO3 understand and respond to written language 25% (33% – 3 skills) 

AO4 communicate in writing, showing knowledge of and applying 
accurately the grammar and structures prescribed in the 
specification. 

25% (33% – 3 skills) 

NB: Assessment objective 2 relates to oral skills and does not apply to those undertaking the 
3 skills GCSE. 
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Knowledge, skills and understanding 

The specification complements and corresponds to the learning and teaching requirements for 
key stages 3 and 4 of the national curriculum as listed below: 

• acquiring knowledge and understanding of the target language 

• developing language skills 

• developing language-learning skills 

• developing cultural awareness 

• breadth of study. 

Further information is given in Learning and teaching requirements for key stages 3 and 4.  

Candidates will be required to: 

• listen and respond to different types of spoken language 

• express themselves in speech using a range of vocabulary, syntax and structures 

• read and respond to different types of written language, including texts from ICT-based 
sources 

• express themselves in writing using a range of vocabulary, syntax and structures 

• understand and apply the grammar of the modern foreign language as detailed in the 
specification  

• respond to materials from countries and communities where the modern foreign language is 
spoken. 

In addition, candidates aiming at grades C-A* will be expected to: 

• listen and respond to longer and more complex extracts of spoken language including some 
unfamiliar material 

• speak at greater length, using a wider range of vocabulary and more complex syntax and 
structures 

• read and respond to longer and more complex written texts including some unfamiliar 
material 

• write at greater length, using a wider range of vocabulary and more complex syntax and 
structures 

• understand and apply a fuller range of grammar, as detailed in the Linguistic structures 
(Appendix 2) section of this specification. 

NB: The expectations for speaking are, of course, not applicable to candidates undertaking 
the 3 skills GCSE. 
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Specification content and scheme of assessment 
 

Paper 1: Listening and responding 

Candidates will be required to listen to a range of authentic recorded material spoken by native 
speakers. The teacher supervising the test will be required to stop the tape at appropriate points 
to allow candidates sufficient time to write their answers. Extracts will be of varying lengths and 
no undue burden will be placed on memory. Speed of delivery will range from near normal to 
normal and all recordings will be heard twice and students will be allocated five minutes 
reading time immediately before the start of this examination paper. Before each section, the 
topic title and scenario will be introduced followed by the rubric ‘read the following questions’. 

The questions will elicit a combination of non-verbal responses, target language and English 
language answers. Up to 20% of the tasks set will require responses in English. These tasks will 
usually be placed at the end of the test. A range of test-types will be used and these may include 
grid completion, multiple-choice, matching, form or plan completion, note taking, questions in 
the target language and interpreting tasks. Where a response is required in English, tasks could 
include guided note taking or summary. 

Assessment 

Marks will be allocated for communicating an easily identifiable correct response and no marks 
will be awarded or removed for the quality of language. Questions will be presented in a ‘peaks 
and troughs’ format, which encourages candidates to complete the whole paper. A student 
experiencing difficulty with one particular task may find the next task more accessible since 
there is no progressive incline of difficulty. Students will not gain any mark for use of English 
where a target-language response is required (and vice versa). 

Content 

The recorded material may include instructions, announcements, telephone messages, short 
narratives, descriptions and dialogues, short news items and advertisements. 

Candidates will be required to: 

• identify and note main points 

• extract specific details. 

Additionally, questions targeted at grades D and C may also require candidates to: 

• identify points of view 

• show some understanding of familiar language in unfamiliar contexts 

• understand reference to past, present and future events. 
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Questions targeted at C-A* may also involve a wider variety of spoken texts, such as extracts 
from radio broadcasts, discussions, presentations and interviews. For these questions, candidates 
will be required to: 

• identify and note main points 

• extract specific details 

• identify points of view 

• recognise attitudes and emotions 

• draw conclusions 

• understand reference to past, present and future events. 
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Paper 2: Speaking 

• This test is a compulsory and integral part of the four skills GCSE. It is expected that key 
stage 4 students studying Arabic as a timetabled subject in school will undertake this paper. 
All marks awarded for speaking test performances fully contribute to the total marks and 
will count towards a candidate’s overall grade. 

• The 3 skills GCSE is available for candidates entering at centres without access to a teacher-
examiner.  

• Candidates will take part in a conversation on three topics and they will be assessed globally 
on the basis of their performance across all three topics. There is no role-play requirement 
for this specification. Although assessment should be qualitative rather than quantitative, it 
is expected that the total recording for each candidate should last between a minimum of 8 
and a maximum of 12 minutes. Candidates are able to score the highest marks without 
‘perfect’ or native speaker level Arabic. 

Conversation 1 

Candidates will have a free choice of first conversation topic. This will be agreed with the 
teacher in advance of the speaking test and should relate to any of the five main topic areas. For 
the first conversation, students may bring brief notes or a visual stimulus into the examination 
(no larger than an A5 piece of paper). A few target-language bullet points or a simple ‘spider 
diagram’ would be acceptable. Candidates will have the opportunity to introduce briefly their 
chosen topic (one minute maximum) to enable them to make a confident start. The first 
conversation should not exceed 3-4 minutes.  

Although there is a free choice of topic area for the initial conversation, possible examples of 
student topic choices are given below. Exact topic choice will depend on the interests and 
language experience of the individual student. Those aiming at grade C and above will be 
expected to express opinions and give a range of appropriate time references.  
 

In the UK and abroad My best holiday ever 

Education, training and employment My work experience at… 

House, home and daily routine My ideal home 

Media, entertainment and youth culture … (famous personality) 

Social activities, fitness and health My free time 

Conversations 2 and 3 

The second and third topics will be allocated on a random basis as prescribed by Edexcel and 
will require the teacher-examiner to choose from a limited choice of three. (This will ensure that 
the second and third conversation topics are different to the main topic area selected for the first 
conversation.) Edexcel provide guidance on the types of question to be asked to ensure that 
candidates are given the opportunity to demonstrate their linguistic skills at an appropriate level. 
These will be sample questions showing how a conversation may be developed to allow 
candidate expansion within the related topic area, and are not compulsory.  
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Teachers are free to develop any related conversation sub-topic or sub-topics and some possible 
sub-topics are identified in the following grid. Although the choice and use of these sub-topics 
is at the teacher’s discretion, there is no requirement to develop any additional sub-topics to 
those listed, although this will be permissible.  

As in the first conversation, those aiming at grade C and above will be expected to express 
opinions and give a range of appropriate time references. 

 

Suggested sub-topics 

In the UK and abroad My region/town... (or region/town in target-
language country that the student has either 
visited or researched) 

Holidays 

Education, training and employment School life and routine  

Future plans 

Work experience (if appropriate) 

House, home and daily routine My home and domestic routine 

Family 

Friends 

Food and drink 

Media, entertainment and youth culture Television/cinema/music/theatre 

Social activities, fitness and health Sports/exercise 

Free time/interests 

Health issues 

 

For example, a student undertaking Education, training and employment as their second or third 
conversation topic area, could talk about all the related sub-topics (School life and routine, 
Future plans and work experience) or focus on just one. Teachers would be able to refer to the 
Edexcel revised bank of possible linked questions. 

Assessment arrangements 

All speaking tests will be conducted by the teacher-examiner and recorded on a date chosen by 
the centre within a period specified annually by Edexcel. Centres must then send all recordings 
to Edexcel for marking. Please refer to the assessment criteria for further information. Further 
support will be available at INSET training sessions. 
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Paper 3: Reading and responding  

Candidates will be required to read a range of authentic written material of varying lengths. The 
questions will elicit a combination of non-verbal responses, target-language answers and 
answers in English. Up to 20% of the tasks set may require responses in English. These tasks 
will usually be placed at the end of the test.  

A range of test-types will be used and may include grid completion, matching, form or plan 
completion, multiple-choice, note-taking, cloze tests, summary, questions in the target language 
and interpreting tasks. Where a response is required in English, tasks could include guided note-
taking or summary. 

Students will be exposed to a range of stimuli (advertisements, articles and short passages) and 
these will include texts from ICT based sources.  

Assessment 

Marks will be allocated for communicating an easily identifiable correct response and no marks 
will be awarded or removed for the quality of language. Students will not gain any mark for use 
of English where a target-language response is required (and vice versa). Questions will be 
presented in a ‘peaks and troughs’ format which encourages candidates to complete the whole 
paper. A student experiencing difficulty with one particular task may find the next task more 
accessible since there is no progressive incline of difficulty. Dictionaries must not be used in 
these tests. 

Content 

The material for the test may include signs, notices, short advertisements, messages and letters 
(both printed and hand-written), information leaflets and newspaper and magazine extracts. 
Candidates will be required to: 

• identify and note main points 

• extract specific details. 

Additionally, questions targeted at grades D and C may require candidates to: 

• identify points of view  

• show some understanding of unfamiliar language  

• understand reference to past, present and future events. 

Students will also be required to respond to some longer texts, both factual and non-factual 
(targeted at grades C-A*). They will be expected to: 

• identify and note main points 

• extract specific details 

• identify points of view 

• recognise attitudes and emotions 

• draw inferences and conclusions 

• understand reference to past, present and future events. 
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Paper 4: Writing 

This paper will reward students for Communication and content as well as for Knowledge and 
application of grammar and structures: 

Task 1: Candidates will be required to write short lists or fill in a form or questionnaire 
using individual words. The task will be marked for communication only and 
instructions will be in English. Task instructions will be given in English. 

Task 2: Candidates will be required to write a postcard or similar message of 
approximately 30 words. Task instructions will be given in English. 

Task 3: Candidates will be required to produce a piece of continuous writing of 
approximately 70 words. A task could be a reply to a short letter in the target 
language, the expansion of notes or be based on visuals or other simple stimuli 
written in the target language. Instructions will be given in English. 

Task 4: Candidates may be required to narrate events, express ideas and justify points of 
view. They will be expected to produce longer sequences of writing, using a wider 
range of vocabulary, structure and time references. They will be offered a choice of 
task and will be required to produce a piece of approximately 150 words. Questions 
will be set so that candidates can undertake either narrative or discursive writing. 
These may be factual or imaginary narratives or involve extended letter writing. 
They may be based on stimuli in the target language, visuals or a combination of 
both. Instructions will be given in the target language. 
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Entry tiers 

There is a single tier of entry for this specification as all papers have been designed to reward 
performances from grades G to A*. 

Relationship of assessment objectives to scheme of assessment 

The tables on page 3 show the overall weightings of the assessment objectives and the 
relationship between the assessment objectives and each of the examination components. 

Awarding, reporting and equivalence 

The grading, awarding and certification of this specification will comply with the requirements 
of the GCSE and GCE A/AS Code of Practice for courses starting in September 2001, which is 
published by QCA. Qualifications will be graded and certificated on an eight grade scale from 
A* to G. The full qualification may be taken more than once.  

Language of assessment 

Assessment of this specification will be through non-verbal or target-language responses 
although up to 20% of the tasks set in listening and reading papers will require responses in 
English. This is necessary in contexts which include simple authentic interpreting situations (eg 
your friend is unable to read Arabic and wants to know…). Assessment materials will be 
published in the target language with English support provided where appropriate (eg 
contextualisation). 

Students with particular requirements 

Regulations and guidance relating to students with special requirements are published annually 
by the Joint Council for General Qualifications and are circulated to examinations officers. 
Further copies of guidance documentation may be obtained from the address below or by 
telephoning 0870 240 9800.  

Edexcel will assess whether or not special consideration or concession can be made for students 
with particular requirements. Requests should be addressed to: 

Special Requirements 
Edexcel 
Stewart House 
32 Russell Square 
London WC1B 5DN 
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Private candidates 

This specification is available to private candidates. Please contact the Edexcel Customer 
Response Centre on 0870 240 9800 for further details. 

NB: Those wishing to undertake a ‘4 skills’ GCSE must ensure that their examination centre is 
able to provide an appropriate teacher -examiner to conduct the speaking test.  
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Grade descriptions 
 

The following grade descriptions indicate the level of attainment characteristic of the given 
grade at GCSE. They give a general indication of the required learning outcomes at each 
specified grade. The descriptions should be interpreted in relation to the content specified by 
the specification; they are not designed to define that content. The grade awarded will depend 
in practice upon the extent to which the student has met the assessment objectives overall. 
Shortcomings in some aspects of the assessment may be balanced by better performances in 
others. 

Grade F 

Candidates identify and note main points and extract some details from simple language spoken 
clearly at near normal speed. (AO1) 

Candidates take part in simple conversations showing some ability to substitute words and 
phrases. Their pronunciation is generally accurate, and although there may be grammatical 
inaccuracies, the main points are communicated. (AO2) 

Candidates identify main points and extract some information from short, simple texts. They use 
context to work out the meaning of words. (AO3) 

Candidates make short sentences, and respond to written texts by substituting words and set 
phrases. Although there may be mistakes in spelling and grammar, the main points are 
communicated. (AO4) 

Grade C 

Candidates identify and develop main points and extract details and points of view from 
language spoken at normal speed. The spoken texts include past and future events. They are 
drawn from a variety of topics which include familiar language in unfamiliar contexts. (AO1) 

Candidates develop conversations and simple discussions that include past, present and future 
events, involving the use of different tenses. They express personal opinions and show an ability 
to deal with some unpredictable elements. Although there may be some errors, they convey a 
clear message, and their pronunciation and intonation are generally accurate. (AO2) 

Candidates identify and extract details and points of view from authentic and simulated texts, 
drawn from a variety of topics and which include past, present and future events. They show an 
ability to understand unfamiliar language. (AO3) 

Candidates express personal opinions and write about a variety of topics, both factually and 
imaginatively, including past, present and future events and involving the use of different 
tenses. They use an appropriate register. The style is basic but despite some errors the writing 
conveys a clear message. (AO4) 
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Grade A 

Candidates understand gist and identify main points and detail in a variety of types of authentic 
spoken language. They recognise points of view, attitudes and emotions and are able to draw 
conclusions. (AO1) 

Candidates initiate and develop conversations and conclusions and discussions, and narrate 
events. They express and justify ideas and points of view, and produce longer sequences of 
speech using a variety of vocabulary, structures and verb forms. They speak confidently, with 
good pronunciation and intonation. The message is clear although there may still be some 
errors, especially when candidates use more complex structures. (AO2) 

Candidates understand gist and identify main points and detail in a variety of types of authentic 
and simulated texts. They recognise points of view, attitudes and emotions and are able to draw 
conclusions. They show an ability to understand unfamiliar language and to extract meaning 
from more complex language. (AO3) 

Candidates give information and narrate events both factually and imaginatively. They express 
and justify ideas and points of view. They produce longer sequences using a range of 
vocabulary, structures and verb forms. Their spelling and grammar are generally accurate, and 
the style is appropriate to the purpose. (AO4) 
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Assessment criteria 

Assessment criteria are designed to reward learners at GCSE level. It will therefore not be 
necessary for candidates to perform ‘perfectly’ in order to attract the highest marks available in 
each grid. References to ‘high standard’ should be interpreted in this context. 

Speaking 

Percentage weightings for the Speaking paper  

Mark allocation 
Structure of speaking test Communication 

and content 
Application 
of language 

Accuracy Timing 

Conversation 

Topic 1 
 

Topics 2 and 3 

 

 

Chosen by 
the candidate 

Allocated by 
Edexcel 

50% 25% 25% 

 

 
8-12 minutes
in total 

 

Conversation 

Communication and content 

Application of language 

Accuracy 

Marks are not allocated separately for each topic but are awarded for performance throughout 
the full conversation (all three topics). Please refer to the following assessment grid. 
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Conversation 

 Communication and 
content 

 Application of language  Accuracy 

9-10 Responds very well indeed 
to a wide range of question-
types. Extremely responsive 
– expands and develops 
relevant interchange on own 
initiative. Clearly expresses 
wide range of opinions and 
attitudes. Frequently 
justifies opinions. 

5 Deploys a very wide range of 
structures and lexis as appropriate 
to questions. Use of some more 
complex lexical items 

5 Very accurate indeed 
although isolated, usually 
insignificant errors may 
occur. Pronunciation and 
intonation of a consistently 
good standard. 

7-8 Responds well to a wide 
range of question types 
although occasional 
prompting required. Takes 
initiative/develops more 
elaborate responses. 
Conveys opinions without 
undue difficulty. 

4 Generally at ease with 
subordination. Uses reasonably 
wide and mostly appropriate range 
of structure and lexis. 

4 Generally accurate in 
straightforward language but 
errors made (possibly basic) 
in more complex language. 
Pronunciation and intonation 
generally good. 

5-6 Responds well to familiar, 
straightforward questions 
but experiences problems 
with more complex 
question forms. Conveys 
simple opinions. Deals with 
open questions but rarely 
expands. Dependent on 
teacher-examiner’s 
structured language. 

3 Offers some examples of 
subordination. Mostly predictable 
lexical items deployed. 

3 Generally accurate in simple, 
basic language despite a fair 
number of significant errors. 
Less accurate in more 
unfamiliar language 
situations. Pronunciation 
generally accurate. 

3-4 Responses restricted to very 
straightforward questions. 
Answers invariably limited, 
short and very hesitant. 
Very dependent on teacher 
examiners’ language and 
prompts. Opinions limited 
to basic likes and dislikes. 

2 Short main clause structures 
predominantly used. Inappropriate 
lexical items may impede 
communication at times. Deploys a 
very limited/repetitive range of 
structure and lexis. 

2 Communicates main points 
despite high incidence of 
errors. Some ‘prelearnt’ 
stereotypes correct but 
frequent and basic inaccuracy 
in manipulated language. 
Pronunciation inconsistent. 

1-2 Produces minimal responses 
(mainly one word replies or 
very short phrases). Limited 
comprehension of basic 
questions and limited 
response. Totally reliant on 
teacher-examiner’s 
structured questions. 

1 Operates only in most basic 
structures. Rarely offers complete 
sentences. Resorts frequently to 
non-target language. 

1 Consistently inaccurate 
language. Pronunciation 
impedes basic communication 
most of the time. Offers only 
isolated examples of accurate 
language. Pronunciation very 
poor. 

0 No rewardable 
communication/content. 

0 No rewardable language. 0 No rewardable language. 
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Writing mark scheme 

The first question rewards candidates for communication only whereas all other questions 
attract marks for knowledge and application of target-language grammar and structures. 
Questions 3 and 4 share a common mark scheme both for communication and content, 
knowledge and application of language and accuracy. The knowledge and application of 
language mark scheme for question 2 incorporates elements that reward accuracy. 

Question 1 

Marked for communication only 

Marks are awarded positively for each item/point communicated in such a way that it can be 
readily understood by a sympathetic native speaker. No marks are allocated for accuracy beyond 
that required for effective communication. 

Question 2  

Marks are awarded globally across each task using the criteria below. 

Communication and content 

5 The task is completed, perhaps with minor ambiguity or omission. 

4 Most of the task is completed. There may be some ambiguity or omission. 

3 About half of the task is completed, though with some ambiguity. 

2 One or two elements of the task are completed but with some ambiguity. 

1 There is little meaningful communication – single lexical items only. 

0 No effective communication. 

Knowledge and application of language 

5 Appropriate vocabulary for the task. Correct syntax in simple phrases. Generally 
accurate with some lapses. 

4 Basic errors evident but these rarely interfere with communication. Able to construct 
simple sentences with some lapses. Vocabulary and structures generally appropriate 
for the task. 

3 Inaccurate language sometimes impedes communication. Shows some ability to 
construct simple sentences. Vocabulary and structures adequate to the task. 

2 Much inaccuracy which impedes communication. Some examples of simple sentence 
structure – prelearned phrases. Vocabulary and structures only just adequate for the 
task. 

1 Frequent errors which prevent communication, only isolated examples of accurate 
recognisable language – unconnected words or characters. No awareness of structure. 

0 No language worthy of credit. 
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Questions 3 and 4 

Marks are awarded for communication and content, knowledge and application of language and 
accuracy. Please refer to the following grids. 

Communication and content 

9-10 Task clearly understood and responds fully to stimulus. Ability to narrate, expand, give 
full descriptions and express opinions as appropriate to task. Piece clearly linked as a 
whole and relevant to set task. Coherent, pleasant to read. 

7-8 Responds fully to all or nearly all of the task although there may be some minor 
omissions. Task clearly understood. Shows ability to go beyond a minimal response, 
and provides evidence of description and opinion as appropriate to the task. Fairly 
clear, and reasonable attempt to link the piece into a whole. May be rather pedestrian 
or, alternatively, somewhat over-ambitious. 

5-6 Majority of task completed and relevant information conveyed although there may be 
some omissions. There may be some misunderstanding of the question leading to some 
irrelevance. Evidence of ability to go beyond a minimal response, beginning to expand 
ideas and express opinions etc suitable for factual/imaginative tasks. Comprehensible 
overall with some attempt at linking piece into a whole. Ambiguous in places 
especially if more ambitious language is attempted. 

3-4 Main points of question completed but some of the task may have been misunderstood. 
Some relevant information conveyed but there may be major omissions and/or 
irrelevance, repetition. Level of response minimal with no evidence of description or 
opinions etc appropriate to task. Just about comprehensible overall. Is not easy to read. 

1-2 Little relevant information conveyed. Much ambiguity and omission. Task generally 
misunderstood. Substantial degree of irrelevance and incoherence. Except for isolated 
items would not be comprehensible to a native speaker. 

0 No relevant communication. 
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Knowledge and application of language 

5 Vocabulary and structures comfortably equal to the task. Variety of vocabulary, idiom 
and structures appropriate for narrative and description eg expressing and justifying 
opinions, ideas and points of view and to avoid repetition. Confident use of more 
complex structures such as pronouns, negatives, superlatives although there may be the 
occasional lapse. Clear ability to manipulate language to suit purpose. 

4 Evidence of a range of vocabulary and structures appropriate to narrative and 
description, eg expressing opinions, justifying ideas and points of view. Some attempt 
to vary sentences by using more ambitious structures: subordinate clauses, pronouns, 
adverbial phrases, although these are unlikely to be wholly successful. Shows ability to 
manipulate language to suit purpose, albeit with mistakes. 

3 Vocabulary and structures adequate to task. Language appropriate for purpose, there 
may be occasional mother-tongue influence, which does not impede communication. 
Style basic, correct syntax when using simple short sentences. Some longer sentences 
where syntax not always correct. Fairly correct use of standard idiom. Attempts 
enhancement of fact with adjectives and adverbial phrases with (some) success. 
Attempts to use subordinate clauses/simple linking. Although there will be prelearned, 
set phrases and attempts to manipulate the language, this may be only partially 
successful. 

2 Limited vocabulary and structures, only just adequate to the task. Language basic and 
sometimes inappropriate to the task, some mother-tongue influence and words in non-
target language. Sentences simple and usually short, syntactically more or less correct, 
occasional use of standard idiom. Some evidence of correct formation and use of verbs 
though frequent lapses. Prelearned, set phrases predominate and there will be no 
evidence of any ability to manipulate the language. Some attempt at enhancement of 
fact with adjective or adverbial phrases though these are likely to be only partially 
successful. There may be some simple subordination.  

1 Very limited language. Frequent use of mother-tongue or non-target language words 
greatly restricts communication. Language very basic and frequently inappropriate. 
Little understanding of language. There may be the occasional almost correct phrase or 
short sentence but this will be prelearned or stereotyped. 

0 No language worthy of credit. 
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Accuracy of language 

5 High level of accuracy though not necessarily faultless. Orthography generally well 
mastered with the odd slip. Secure when using more complex language but again there 
may be minor errors. 

4 Generally accurate in straightforward language and most structures correct. Accuracy 
can be more variable when more complex structures are attempted. 

3 Fairly accurate in simple language. Inconsistency in structures but more correct than 
incorrect. About half of what is written should be free of major errors, inaccuracy 
increases if attempts more complex structures. Despite error the message is 
communicated. 

2 Many basic errors but main points communicated. Some correct phrases but frequent 
errors. 

1 Frequent basic errors and inaccuracies prevent communication. Isolated examples of 
correct language. 

0 No language worthy of credit. 

Summary of mark allocations for the writing paper 

 Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Communication 
and Content 5 5 10 10 

Application of 
Language – 5 10* 10* 

*Marks are equally divided between application of language and accuracy within this task. 
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Learning and teaching requirements for key stages 3 and 4 

This specification complements and corresponds to the learning and teaching requirements for 
key stages 3 and 4 of the national curriculum for England as listed below. 

Acquiring knowledge and understanding of the target language 

Pupils should be taught: 

• the grammar of the target language and its application 

• how to express themselves using a range of vocabulary and structures 

• the principles and interrelationship of sounds and writing in the target language. 

Developing language skills 

Pupils should be taught: 

• how to listen carefully for gist and detail 

• correct pronunciation and intonation 

• how to ask and answer questions 

• how to initiate and develop conversations 

• how to vary the target language to suit context, audience and purpose 

• how to adapt language they already know for different contexts 

• strategies for dealing with the unpredictable 

• techniques for skimming and for scanning written texts for information including those 
from ICT-based sources 

• how to summarise and report the main points of spoken or written texts, using notes where 
appropriate 

• how to redraft their writing to improve accuracy and presentation, including the use of ICT. 

Developing language-learning skills 

Pupils should be taught: 

• techniques for memorising words, phrases and short extracts 

• how to use context and other clues to interpret meaning 

• to use their knowledge of English or another language when learning the target language 

• how to use dictionaries and other reference materials appropriately and effectively 

• how to develop their independence in learning and using the target language. 
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Developing cultural awareness 

Pupils should be taught about different countries and cultures by: 

• working with authentic materials in the target language, including some ICT-based sources 

• communicating with native speakers 

• considering their own culture and comparing it with the cultures of the countries and 
communities where the target language is spoken 

• considering the experiences and perspectives of people in these countries and communities. 

Breadth of study 

During key stages 3 and 4, pupils should be taught the Knowledge, skills and 
understanding through: 

• communicating in the target language in pairs and groups, and with their teacher 

• using everyday classroom events as an opportunity for spontaneous speech 

• expressing and discussing personal feelings and opinions 

• producing and responding to different types of spoken and written language, including texts 
produced using ICT 

• using a range of resources, including ICT, for accessing and communicating information 

• using the target language creatively and imaginatively 

• listening, reading or viewing for personal interest and enjoyment, as well as for information 

• using the target language for real purposes 

• working in a variety of contexts, including: everyday activities, personal and social life, the 
world around us, the world of work and the international world. 
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The wider curriculum 
 

Key skills 

This specification will provide opportunities, as appropriate, to develop the key skills of 
information technology, improving own learning and performance, working with others and 
communication. 

Examples of such opportunities are signposted throughout the specification. It is important that 
these opportunities fall naturally into a programme of study, and it may be that not all the 
examples are appropriate for all programmes. The examples offered may be adapted to suit 
particular situations, and it will be possible to devise many alternative opportunities and 
approaches. The development of key skills can enhance teaching and learning strategies and can 
be a stimulus to new approaches, and increase levels of student involvement. 

*Although learning a modern foreign language will greatly assist in the development of 
effective communication skills, it is important to stress that evidence for the key skill of 
Communication can only be evidenced in English, Irish or Welsh. 

Key skills opportunities are detailed more fully in Appendix 4. 

Social, cultural, spiritual, moral and ethical issues 

This specification contributes to an understanding of spiritual, moral, ethical, social and cultural 
issues. 

Social and cultural issues 
The ethos of any language course is to promote understanding of other cultures in addition to 
developing language knowledge. Use of the target language in a range of contexts and for 
different purposes offers natural opportunities for students to consider and express opinions on a 
variety of social and cultural issues. In particular, the specification identifies the importance of 
developing student awareness of ‘Current affairs, social and environmental issues’. 

Spiritual, moral and ethical issues 
General spiritual, moral and cultural values of society and the individual should also be upheld. 
The qualification encourages individual learning, pair work and group activities. When working 
with others, the respect of each member’s personal beliefs is very important in building a 
positive and supportive environment in which to develop and respond. In producing and making 
notes on their own work and through research, students may address spiritual, moral and 
cultural implications and impact on others through their written and oral communication. 

Education for citizenship 

This specification makes a contribution towards coverage of the key stage 4 programme of 
study for Citizenship. Study of a modern foreign language can enable students to understand 
and appreciate different countries, cultures, people and communities. They will be expected to 
learn about the customs, everyday life and traditions of the countries or communities where the 
target language is spoken. 

This affords students an opportunity to consider themselves as world citizens as well as citizens 
of the United Kingdom and Europe. 
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Information and communication technology 

Information and communication technology can play a vital role in supporting and stimulating 
modern foreign language learning. As the range of available software increases and as access to 
e-mail and Internet facilities becomes more widespread, it is expected that teachers will 
integrate ICT activities into the language learning process. It provides an effective means of 
communication with foreign students and can facilitate independent target-language learning 
and research.  

Environmental education, health and safety education and the 
European dimension 

This qualification provides opportunities to support awareness of environmental issues, health 
and safety considerations and European developments consistent with relevant international 
agreements. This can be in the form of activities undertaken within the contexts of everyday 
activities, personal and social life, the world around us, the world of work and the international 
world which feature in this specification. Although Arabic is not an official language of the 
European Union, the specification provides opportunities for language activities that have a 
European or international dimension. For example, students may refer to European social issues, 
celebrities or visits. This is reflected in the topics and minimum core vocabulary of the 
specification. References may also be made to Arabic speaking communities in Europe. 
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Textbooks and other resources 
 

Advice on language teaching resources is available from the following organisations: 

CILT (Centre for Information on Language Teaching) 
20 Bedfordbury 
London WC2N 4LB 

Tel: 020 7379 5110 

Grant and Cutler Ltd 
55-57 Great Marlborough Street 
London W1V 2AY 
Tel: 020 7734 2012 

Association for Language Learning (ALL) 
150 Railway Terrace 
Rugby CV21 3HN 

Tel: 01788 546443 

Arabica 
PO Box 150 
Altringham 
Cheshire WA15 8RR 

Tel and Fax: 0161 904 8102. (For information and advice on the teaching and learning of 
Arabic.) 

Useful Internet site addresses 

All the websites listed commence http://www. 

The sites given represent a selection of the large number available. The list should not be 
regarded as recommended or exhaustive. It is suggested that interested teachers and students 
should experiment and pursue their own research to find suitable and helpful websites. 

bbc.co.uk/arabic 
News in Arabic 

middlebury.edu/~lit/arabic.html 
Resources 

aucpress.com 
American University of Cairo 

amazon.co.uk 
For the purchase of resources 

Examiners’ comments and mark schemes 

Examiners’ comments and mark schemes will be issued to centres for each language after each 
examination session. Additional copies may be obtained from Edexcel Publications. 
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Support and training 
 

Training 

A programme of INSET courses covering various aspects of the specifications and assessment 
will be arranged by Edexcel each year on a regional basis. Full details may be obtained from: 

INSET 
Edexcel 
Stewart House 
32 Russell Square 
London WC1B 5DN 

Tel:  0870 240 9800 
Fax: 020 7758 6960 
E-mail: inset@edexcel.org.uk 

Edexcel Publications 

Specimen papers, teachers’ guides and further copies of this specification can be obtained from: 

Edexcel Publications 
Adamsway 
Mansfield 
Notts NG18 4LN 

Tel: 01623 467467  
Fax: 01623 450481 
E-mail: publications@linneydirect.com 

Website 

www.edexcel.org.uk 
Please visit the Edexcel website, where further information about training and support for all 
qualifications, including this GCSE, can be found. The website is regularly updated, and an 
increasing amount of support material and information will become available through it. 

E-mail 

A special e-mail facility has been set up which is dedicated to providing centres with a modern 
foreign language advice and information service. Queries can be sent direct to 
modernlanguages@edexcel.org.uk 

Regional offices and Customer Response Centre 

Further advice and guidance is available through a national network of regional offices. For 
general enquiries and for details of your nearest office please call the Edexcel Customer 
Response Centre on 0870 240 9800.  
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Appendix 1 – GCSE Arabic rubrics 
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Appendix 2 – GCSE Arabic linguistic structures 
 

GCSE candidates will be expected to have acquired knowledge and understanding of the 
grammar of the modern foreign language during their course. Please refer to the following for 
an outline of the required linguistic structures. 

The list given below sets out the linguistic structures with which candidates should be familiar. 
Structures required for activities targeted at grades C-A* have also been identified. 

All letters and numerals: (sun and moon letters, hand-written and printed texts of different 
types) 

 

Use of Hamza (initial, medial, final), ta’marbuta, madda, and other standard orthographic 
devices 

 

Transliteration of common English and other loanwords in Arabic script 

 

(C-A*) Knowledge of vowelling, such as nunation, to assist in comprehension of spoken and 
written text 

 

Nouns:     in the three cases: nominative, accusative, genitive; 
      Definite and indefinite; 
      Masculine and feminine; 
      Singular, dual and plural; 
      Common broken plurals; 
also (C-A*) :   notable exceptions to prevalent rule: 
      eg non-human plurals are grammatically feminine singular 

 

Pronouns:     personal, demonstrative, relative, interrogative 

 

Adjectives:    in the three cases: nominative, accusative,  
      genitive agreement in gender, number and use 

 

Prepositions:   the possessive and construct state (Idafa) 

 

Nominal sentences: Subject and predicate in equational sentences 
(C-A*) Sentences with kana and its common sisters and  
with inna and its common sisters 

 

Verbs: formation and use of common triliteral [and some examples  
of quadrilateral verbs(C-A*)];the perfect, imperfect and 
imperative; basic rules of the subjunctive and the jussive; 
Essential weak verbs eg masha, rama, qala; 
Essential doubled verbs eg shadda, ‘adda; 
Essential hamzated verbs eg ra’a 
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Verbal sentences: word order; verb, subject, direct object; 
Pronoun suffixes and the verb; 
Negative sentences 

 

Conjunctions:   comparative and superlative 

 

Adverbs:    (C-A*) adverbial objects of manner and purpose 

 

Exception:    Basic rules eg use of illa 

 

The conditional 

Interjections:   (C-A*) the vocative 
Emphasis 

 

Proper nouns: names of countries (Arab and non-Arab); 
nationalities; 
familiar personal Arab names; 

 

The calendar:  months of the Christian year will be expressed in the easier of the two 
alternative forms eg July = yuulyo rather than tammuz 

 

Numbers:  Cardinal and ordinal numbers; fractions; expressions of time, date, age,  
telephone numbers, prices, weights, measures. 
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Appendix 3 – GCSE Arabic minimum core vocabulary 
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Appendix 4 – Key skills 
 

This GCSE offers a range of opportunities for students to: 

• develop their key skills 

• generate assessed evidence for their portfolio. 

In particular, the following key skills can be developed through this specification at level 2: 

• information technology 

• improving own learning and performance 

• working with others 

• *communication. 

* Although learning a modern foreign language will greatly assist in the development of 
effective communication skills, it is important to stress that evidence for the key skill of 
communication can only be evidenced in English, Irish or Welsh. 

Copies of the key skills specifications can be ordered from Edexcel Publications. 

The individual key skills units are divided into three parts: 

• Part A: what you need to know – this identifies the underpinning knowledge and skills 
required of the student 

• Part B: what you must do – this identifies the evidence that students must produce for their 
portfolio 

• Part C: guidance – this gives examples of possible activities and types of evidence that may 
be generated. 

This GCSE specification signposts development and internal assessment opportunities which 
are based on Part B of the level 2 key skills units. For those students working at level 1, these 
level 2 opportunities can also be used to generate evidence at level 1. Reference should be made 
to the appropriate level 1 statements in the key skills specifications. 

The evidence generated through this GCSE will be internally assessed and contribute to the 
student’s key skills portfolio. In order to achieve the key skills qualification, students will need 
to take the additional external tests associated with communication, information technology and 
application of number. Centres should check the current position on proxy qualifications as 
some students may be exempt from part or all of the assessment of a specific key skill.  

Each paper (listening, speaking, reading and writing) within all the modern foreign language 
GCSEs featured in this specification will provide opportunities for the development of the key 
skills identified. This appendix identifies the key skills evidence requirements and also provides 
a mapping of those opportunities. Students will need to have opportunities to develop their skills 
over time before they are ready for assessment. This appendix contains illustrative activities for 
each key skill that will aid development and facilitate the generation of appropriate portfolio 
evidence. To assist in the recording of key skills evidence Edexcel has produced recording 
documentation which can be ordered from Edexcel Publications. 
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Mapping of key skills: summary table 

Key skills (level 2) Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4 

Information technology 

IT2.1 3 3 3 3 

IT2.2   3 3 

IT2.3    3 

Working with others 

WO2.1 3 3 3 3 

WO2.2 3 3 3 3 

WO2.3 3 3 3 3 

Improving own learning and performance 

LP2.1 3 3 3 3 

LP2.2 3 3 3 3 

LP2.3 3 3 3 3 

Communication 

C2.1a 3 3   

C2.1b  3  3 

C2.2  3 3 3 

C2.3    3 
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Information technology level 2 

When producing work for any of the GCSEs in this specification, students will have numerous opportunities to use information technology. The Internet, 
CD ROM, etc could be used to collect information. Documents can be produced using relevant software and images may be incorporated in those documents. 
Early drafts of documents could be E-mailed to tutors for initial comments and feedback. 

As part of their modern foreign language programme students may not be able to generate sufficient evidence required for this unit, for example working with 
numbers through the use of a spreadsheet application, or some aspects of database use. In this situation, students may use standalone IT sessions for development 
and evidence generation and/or other parts of their GCSE course. 

 

Key skill portfolio evidence requirement GCSE 
paper(s) 

Opportunities for development or internal assessment 

IT2.1 Search for and select information for 
two different purposes 

1, 2, 3, 4 Students will need to identify suitable sources of information and effectively search for information using 
multiple criteria. Information selected should be interpreted and students should decide what is relevant for 
their purpose. 

A student could, using key words, search, locate and extract target-language information from the Internet 
or other ICT sources on a given topic as appropriate to the activity (eg reviewing a tourist bulletin of a 
given locality and then selecting suitable holiday activities for different people with specific interests or 
requirements). 

IT2.2 Explore and develop information, and 
derive new information, for two 
different purposes 

3, 4 Students are required to bring together information in formats, such as tables, that help development. The 
information should be explored by, for example, changing information in a spreadsheet model. 
Information should also be developed and new information derived as appropriate, for example through 
the use of headings, tables, charts and graphs.  

New information could be derived from websites, eg football league table or another sports-related source 
from a target-language country, and this could be compared with results from the previous year and, using 
different formulae, converted into tables. This could provide a stimulus for further research and language 
development, eg students could discover more information about a certain club and key players. 

Eg a student could undertake research into the ‘Most Popular Weekend Activities’ identified by 
contributors to an Internet discussion group in the target language. This information could be transferred 
into a table and provide a stimulus for an article (to be word processed in the target language). 
Additionally, students could contribute to the online discussion. 
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Key skill portfolio evidence requirement GCSE 

paper(s) 
Opportunities for development or internal assessment 

IT2.3 Present combined information for two 
different purposes 

This work must include at least one 
example of text, one example of 
images and one example of numbers 

4 In presenting combined information students will need to select and use appropriate layouts in a consistent 
way through, for example, the use of margins, headings, borders, font size, etc. Layouts, etc should be 
refined to suit both the purpose and the needs of the audience (early drafts should be kept as portfolio 
evidence). 

The final piece of work should be suitable for its purpose and audience, eg OHTs/handouts for a 
presentation, etc. The document should have accurate spelling (use of spell-checker) and have been 
proofread. 

Eg a student could undertake a task such as the ‘Weekend Activities’ article (see IT2.2) and develop this 
as a piece of word-processed extended writing in the target language. This could possibly be enhanced 
with suitable graphics and charts/tables. The student would choose a suitable layout and insert symbols as 
appropriate to the target language.  

Evidence 

Student evidence for information technology could include: 
• tutor observation records 
• notes of sources used 
• printouts with annotations 
• draft documents. 
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Working with others level 2 

To achieve this key skill, students are required to carry out at least two activities. One example must show that they can work in one-to-one situations and one 
example must show that they can work in group situations. Students will plan their work with others and confirm working arrangements, work co-operatively 
towards achieving identified objectives, and exchange information on progress.  

 

Key skill portfolio evidence requirement GCSE 
paper(s) 

Opportunities for development or internal assessment 

WO2.1 Plan straightforward work with 
others, identifying objectives and 
clarifying responsibilities, and 
confirm working arrangements 

1, 2, 3, 4 Students should identify the objectives of working together and the tasks, resources and timescales 
required to meet these objectives. Information should be exchanged to clarify responsibilities, for example 
suggesting ways help can be given, asking what others can do, checking their own and others’ 
responsibilities. The group needs to confirm responsibilities and working arrangements. 

Eg students agree tasks and responsibilities for carrying out a project comparing likes and dislikes about 
school with other class members, undertaking research, planning questionnaires, writing articles. 

Eg students plan an informative web page or video project on their town intended for a target-language 
audience.  

WO2.2 Work co-operatively with others 
towards achieving identified 
objectives, organising tasks to meet 
responsibilities 

1, 2, 3, 4 Students will need to organise tasks so that responsibilities can be met, for example obtaining resources, 
completing tasks on time, etc. Tasks should be completed accurately and safely. Co-operative ways of 
working should be supported through, for example, anticipating the needs of others, avoiding actions that 
offend, etc. Advice from others, including group members, tutor, etc, should be sought when needed. 

Eg students actively engage in activities to ensure completion of the ‘School’ project as mentioned above. 

WO2.3 Exchange information on progress 
and agree ways of improving work 
with others to help achieve objectives 

1, 2, 3, 4 Once completed the full group needs to review outcomes against the agreed objectives. In doing this they 
should identify what has gone well and what has gone less well. Students should listen and respond to 
progress reports from others and agree ways of improving work with others to help achieve objectives.  

Eg students react appropriately to assessment from teacher and peers – acknowledging areas of weakness 
and identifying ways to improve target-language performance. 

Evidence 

Student evidence for working with others could include: 
• tutor observation records 
• preparatory notes 
• records of process and progress made. 



 

UG008966 – Specification – Edexcel GCSE in Arabic A and B – Issue 1 – September 2001 104 

Improving own learning and performance level 2 

Within these MFL GCSEs, students will have opportunities to develop and generate evidence that meets part of the evidence requirement of this key skill. 

To achieve this key skill, students will need to provide at least two examples of meeting the standard required. Students are also required to improve their 
performance through studying a straightforward subject and learning through a straightforward practical activity. This GCSE will provide opportunities for 
students to study a straightforward subject. Evidence for learning through a practical activity may come from other GCSEs in the students’ programme or from 
enrichment activities. 

Activities that generate evidence for this skill should take place over a period of a few weeks. Over the period of the activity there will be times when the 
students should work without close supervision. However, students should seek and receive feedback, from tutors and others, on their target setting and 
performance. 

Any project work (including coursework) is a suitable learning activity and may be used to generate evidence for this key skill. 

 

Key skill portfolio evidence requirement GCSE 
paper(s) 

Opportunities for development or internal assessment 

LP2.1 Help set short-term targets with an 
appropriate person and plan how 
these will be met 

1, 2, 3, 4 Students plan how they are to meet short-term targets with an appropriate person, eg agreeing a project 
with their tutor. This will include setting realistic targets and action points. Review dates with, for 
example, their tutor should be built into the plan.  

Eg discussing planning and research procedures for an assignment and agreeing a deadline for plan and/or 
initial draft.  

LP2.2 Take responsibility for some 
decisions about your learning, using 
your plan and support from others to 
help meet targets 

Improve your performance by: 
• studying a straightforward 

subject 
• learning through a 

straightforward practical activity
 

1, 2, 3, 4 The plan should be implemented with performance reviews and should include working for short periods 
without close supervision. 

Eg agree to undertake independent study/homework as directed and respond to teacher guidance, 
interpreting general teacher/feedback and identifying errors within texts through consulting reference 
books, teacher or language assistant.  
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Key skill portfolio evidence requirement GCSE 

paper(s) 
Opportunities for development or internal assessment 

LP2.3 Review progress with an appropriate 
person and provide evidence of your 
achievements, including how you 
have used learning from one task to 
meet the demands of a new task 

1, 2, 3, 4 Students should review their own progress with the help, for example, of their tutor. They should identify, 
with evidence, what and how they have learned and provide information on what has gone well and what 
has gone less well, targets met, providing evidence of achievements from relevant sources. They should 
identify, with for example their tutor, action for improving their performance. 

Eg target-setting review meeting may reveal that a student has developed a wide vocabulary but needs to 
be more secure with a range of tenses. 

Eg asking for advice and guidance from the teacher when referring to marked work. 

Evidence 

Student evidence for improving own learning and performance could include: 
• tutor records 
• annotated action plans 
• records of discussions 
• learning log 
• work produced. 
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Communication level 2 

For the communication key skill, students are required to hold discussions and give presentations, read and summarise information, and write documents. Students 
will be able to develop all of these skills through an appropriate teaching and learning programme based on this GCSE specification. 

 

Key skill portfolio evidence requirement GCSE 
paper(s) 

Opportunities for development or internal assessment 

C2.1a Contribute to a discussion about a 
straightforward subject 

1, 2 Many of the topics in this specification are suitable as the basis of a group discussion. The discussion 
should be about a straightforward subject. This may be a subject often met in their studies, etc and the 
vocabulary will be familiar. During the discussion students should make clear and relevant contributions, 
listen and respond to others, helping to move the discussion forward.  

Eg students choose a topic for discussion about different types of film. They would prepare this and then 
contribute to a class/group discussion. This activity would encourage students to give and justify opinions.  

C2.1b Give a short talk about a 
straightforward subject, using an image 

2, 4 Following a period of research, students could be given the opportunity to give a short talk to the rest of 
their group. 

During the talk students should speak clearly in a way that suits the subject and situation. They should 
keep to the subject. The structure of the talk should help listeners follow points made. The talk should 
include an image to illustrate main points clearly. Images could include charts and diagrams, pictures or 
models, maps, etc. 

Eg a student could make a short presentation about their work experience. The presentation could be 
enhanced with a copy of a page from the work diary to illustrate the daily work routine and activities 
undertaken. 
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Key skill portfolio evidence requirement GCSE 

paper(s) 
Opportunities for development or internal assessment 

C2.2 Read and summarise information from 
two extended documents about a 
straightforward subject 

One of the documents should include at 
least one image 

2, 3, 4 Students will have a number of opportunities to read and synthesise information from two extended 
documents, for example as part of their preparation for the discussion and talk, or as preparation for a 
piece of written work for their GCSE. 

Extended documents may include textbooks and reports and articles of more than three pages. At least one 
of these documents should contain an image from which students can draw appropriate and relevant 
information. 

Students will need to select and read relevant material. From this information they will need to identify 
accurately the lines of reasoning and main points from the text and images. Students will then need to 
summarise this information in a form that suits the purpose, eg for a talk, discussion or an essay. 

Eg a student could read two extended letters from students living in a country where the target language is 
spoken giving information about and their views on a particular topic (eg school life). Students could then 
extract and summarise the main points from each letter. 

C2.3 Write two different types of documents 
about straightforward subjects 

One piece of writing should be an 
extended document and include at least 
one image 

4 Students are required to produce two different types of document. At least one of these should be an 
extended document, for example a report or an essay of more than three pages.  

The document should present relevant information in an appropriate form. At least one of the documents 
should include an appropriate image that contains and effectively conveys relevant information. The 
information in the document should be clearly structured, eg through the use of headings, paragraphs, etc. 

Students should ensure that the text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate. 

Eg a student could undertake an essay about a special occasion or visit. They could enhance the 
presentation with an annotated story board incorporating photographs, drawings, etc. This would be ideal 
preparation for the development of extended writing skills. Students could write a letter about a different 
topic as a contrasting activity. 

Evidence 

Student evidence for communication could include: 
• tutor observation records 
• preparatory notes 
• audio/video tapes 
• notes based on documents read 
• essays. 
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