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Introduction

GCSE Arabic Writing is assessed by an examination at the end of the course of study. 
Questions are set in common contexts, addressing a range of relevant contemporary and 
cultural themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken down into topics and sub-
topics. The five themes are: Identity and culture, Local area, Holiday and travel, School, 
Future aspirations – Study and work, and International and Global Dimension. The 
assessment tasks feature general content that is familiar and accessible to all candidates. 
Candidates are required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to express facts, 
ideas and opinions in Arabic. The length of each response required and complexity of 
language increases across the paper. Recommended word counts are specified for each 
question. Candidates will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count nor for going beyond the mandatory bullet points. All 
questions are marked against the assessment criteria as published in the current 
specification. The instructions to candidates are all in Arabic. The use of dictionaries is not 
permitted. The examination for paper 4H is 1 hour and 25 minutes in length and it carries 60 
marks.

The paper consists of two open response questions and one translation from English into 
Arabic. Candidates are required to answer all questions.

Q01 has two options, from which candidates have to select one. This question assesses 
candidates on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest, or 
convince the reader about a certain point. Candidates must use the informal register. This 
question is common to the Foundation tier.

Q02 has two options, from which candidates have to select one. This question assesses 
candidates on their ability to convey information, narrate, express and justify ideas and 
opinions, and interest or convince the reader. Candidates must use the formal register.

Q03 is the translation question. Candidates are required to translate a short paragraph from 
English into Arabic. The individual sentences are ordered by increasing level of difficulty.
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Question 1 (a)

This question had the theme of Identity and Culture and the topic of Cultural life. Candidates 
were given four bullet points within the context of an informal email about joining an online 
book club created by a friend. The question had to be answered using present, past and 
future time frames.

This question was less popular than Q01(b).

The vast majority of answers were well done with most scoring in the top two bands. Those 
who scored well showed a good understanding of the bullet points and gave opinions which 
they could justify. It was clear that candidates had been taught well to answer this style of 
question and most answered the points in equal length. The first two bullet points were done 
well with many using the perfect tense to give an opinion in answer to the second bullet 
point. For the third bullet point, some candidates found it difficult to say why Youcef must 
read the same story and why. A few wrote in excess of 90 words. These tended to be the 
more able candidates. However, unfortunately more mistakes were made towards the end of 
the piece, which became self-penalising. Knowledge of past and future tenses was generally 
sound. There was a high level of language used in most answers with the occasional idiom.
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This response receives 12 marks for Communication and Content. The 
candidate has written information relevant to all four bullet points. The 
candidate expands the key points and ideas. There is a variety of 
language used to express ideas and opinions, with some examples of 
uncommon language. The register and style are appropriate. This 
response receives 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The 
candidate produces some extended sentences frequently, which are 
linked using لأن and لأنني. The language is generally accurate and 
includes successful references to past, present and future events. 
Occasionally, errors occur that do not hinder clarity of communication.

Total score: 20 marks

Adhere to the recommended wording to make sure all bullet points are 
answered.
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Question 1 (b)

The theme of this question was Identity and culture and the topic of Who am I. Candidates 
were given four bullet points within the context of an informal letter to your cousin about 
advice on where to buy domestic animals and why it is important to look after them. The 
question had to be answered using present, past and future time frames.

This question was more popular than Q01(a).

Most candidates seemed to enjoy describing their pets and writing about their experience in 
answer to the second bullet point, which they did very well. Some candidates gave a very 
good answer to the third bullet point, explaining the difficulties of getting a pet. However, 
some candidates found the third bullet point quite challenging. Knowledge of past and future 
tense was generally sound. There was a high level of language used in most answers with the 
occasional idiom. In the less good attempts, there were basic mistakes in tenses, and 
complex language was inaccurate.
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Question 2 (a)

This question had the theme of Local area, holiday and travel and the topic of Holidays. 
Candidates were given four bullet points within the context of writing to the manager of a 
hotel to clarify their opinion about coastal resort. They had to write 130 – 150 words. The 
question had to be answered using present, past and future time frames.

This question was less popular than Q02(b).

There was a good number of candidates who answered this question very well. They entered 
into the spirit of the task by using persuasive language, which was most pleasing.
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This response receives 16 marks for Communication and Content. The 
candidate has written detailed information relevant to all four bullet 
points.

The candidate develops their points and ideas effectively. They adapt 
the language they use to narrate, inform, interest and convince the 
reader of their ideas and points of view. There is a wide variety of 
vocabulary and expression with many examples of uncommon 
language. The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 12 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and 
Accuracy. The response is fluent with extended, well linked sentences 
using a variety of structures.

The language is consistently accurate and includes consistently 
successful references to past, present and future events. Any errors do 
not hinder the clarity of the communication.

Total score: 28 marks

Read through carefully to check more complex structures are accurate. 
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This response receives 5 marks for Communication and Content and 4 
marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. This candidate 
communicates some information but not all bullet points are 
addressed. There is some effective language and creative language to 
express individual thought. The structures are mostly straightforward 
with occasional complexity and some successful references to past, 
present and future events, but errors hinder clarity of communication.

Total score: 9 marks
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Write only what is relevant to the bullet points, in order to spend time 
fulfilling the requirements of the task with clarity.
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Question 2 (b)

This question dealt with the theme of school and the topic of school activities. There are four 
bullet points to be responded to within the context of writing a formal letter to the 
headteacher to convince him/her about the idea of inviting an Arab celebrity that you have 
chosen. Candidates had to write 130 – 150 words. The question had to be answered using 
present, past and future time frames.

This question was more popular than Q02(a).

Candidates were seemingly well prepared for this question, both in terms of how to tackle 
the bullet points and the theme of school. There was quite a lot of creativity within such a 
formal question, which was refreshing. Most candidates attempted the first two bullet points 
well, finding different reasons for each. Several candidates were passionate about the Arab 
celebrity and that was lovely to read about.

There were some lovely idiomatic expressions. A good number of candidates had learnt 
introductory phrases and complex opinions that were used to good effect along with some 
very complex vocabulary that some very able candidates produced. This made their scripts 
pleasant to read and should be generally encouraged.
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This response receives 16 marks for Communication and Content. The 
candidate has written detailed information relevant to all four bullet 
points. The candidate develops their points and ideas effectively.

They adapt the language they use to narrate, inform, interest and 
convince the reader of their ideas and points of view. There is a wide 
variety of vocabulary and expression with many examples of 
uncommon language. The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 12 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and 
Accuracy. The response is fluent with extended, well linked sentences 
using a variety of structures. The language is consistently accurate and 
includes consistently successful references to past, present and future 
events. Any errors do not hinder the clarity of the communication.

Total score: 28 marks

Read through carefully to check more complex structures are accurate.

18GCSE Arabic 1AA0 4H



19 GCSE Arabic 1AA0 4H



This response receives 9 marks for Communication and Content and 6 
marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. This candidate 
communicates detailed information with effective development of key 
ideas. Whilst there are irrelevant parts, all bullet points are fulfilled. 
The language is consistently effective with examples of creative and 
uncommon language to express individual thoughts. There is a wide 
variety of grammatical structures including complex language, and it is 
consistently accurate.

Total score: 15 marks

Write only what is relevant to the bullet points, in order to spend time 
fulfilling the requirements of the task with clarity.
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Question 3

This question addressed the future aspirations, study and work and the topic of ambitions. 
Candidates had to translate a passage from English into Arabic. There were some excellent 
attempts at this question showing good knowledge of vocabulary as well as higher level 
constructions and some were quite accurate. Many candidates omitted ‘senior citizens’ and 
‘medical charity’. There was much paraphrasing elsewhere too. However, the words ‘hospital’ 
and ‘holidays’ were well known.

The meaning of the passage is communicated fully. The candidate uses 
accurate language and structures consistently. Any errors are minor 
and do not hinder the clarity of the communication.

This response scored 12 marks.

Leave time to check spellings carefully.
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This candidate has partially communicated the passage. Some words 
and phrases are incorrectly communicated or omitted. Language and 
structures are accurate in some places but some errors prevent 
meaning being conveyed.

This response scored 4 marks.

Translate every word carefully.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

read every question on the exam paper before you begin to write your answers;
look very carefully at the whole question, including the rubric, to make sure that you 
understand fully what you are being asked to do;
look for key words in the bullet points because these will help you to answer each of the 
bullet points correctly;
use vocabulary and language structures that you have learned, which are related to the 
topic about which you are writing;
answer each of the bullet points in order, using a new paragraph for each one;
leave enough time to check your work carefully at the end of the exam.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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