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Introduction

Candidates were assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing in
Arabic. Candidates needed to communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes
across a range of specified contexts; to write short texts, using simple sentences and familiar
language accurately to convey meaning and exchange information; to produce clear and
coherent text of extended length to present facts and express ideas and opinions
appropriately for different purposes and in different settings; to make accurate use of a
variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some more complex forms, to
describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future events; to manipulate the
language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary with increasing accuracy
and fluency for new purposes, including using appropriate style and register; to make
independent, creative and more complex use of the language, as appropriate; to note down
key points, express and justify individual thoughts and points of view, in order to interest,
inform or convince; and to translate sentences and short texts from English into the assessed
language to convey key messages accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of
language and structures in context.

The assessment was out of 60 marks. Each question was set in a context drawn from the
themes and topics. The assessment tasks featured general content that was familiar and
accessible to all candidates. Candidates were required to produce responses of varying
lengths and types to express facts, ideas and opinions in Arabic. The length of each response
required, and complexity of language increased across the paper. Recommended word
counts were specified for each question. Candidates were not penalised for writing more or
fewer words than recommended in the word count or for going beyond the mandatory
bullets.

The assessment time was 1 hour and 15 minutes in length. The paper consisted of three
open questions and one translation from English into Arabic. Candidates had to answer all
questions.

Question 1 assessed candidates on their ability to write, to describe and to express opinions.

Question 2 had two options from which candidates had to select one. This question assessed
candidates on their ability to note down key points and convey information.

Question 3 had two options from which candidates had to select one. This question assessed
candidates on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest, and
convince the reader about a certain point. Candidates had to use the informal register. This
guestion was common to the Higher tier.

Question 4 was the translation question. Candidates were required to translate five
sentences from English to Arabic. The sentences were ordered by increasing level of difficulty.

3 GCSE Arabic 1AAQ 4F



Question 1

This question addressed the theme of Local area, holiday and travel, and the topic Holidays.
Candidates were given a photo of four people on camels in a desert; they had to describe the
photo and express their opinion about the tourist guide in about 20-30 words of Arabic. The
qguestion could be answered using exclusively a present time frame, but candidates were not
penalised for using other tenses. Most candidates responded to this question with some
success. The most successful ones restricted themselves to the recommended word count.
Exceeding the word limit often increased the scope for error, ambiguity and irrelevance. Most
candidates described who was in the picture and expressed a simple opinion about travelling
to Egypt. Some candidates wrote in the first person, which was totally acceptable. Indeed,
some examiners commented that such attempts were often among the most creative and
interesting. Some candidates found it difficult to say what camels were in Arabic. Some of the
opinions given were contradictory, eg ! Jas 43¥ s jall qal

A few candidates thought they had to give an opinion about the picture or the featured
people rather than The Tourist guide in general. A few others either omitted the opinion
altogether, or else omitted to describe the photo.

Lo lapmi ! cuupon S \e. L. f_{a_)._..._?_xm_\ _________ D_l..@@ ........................

- L)_“;_Q/O 9 (Total for Question 1 = 12 marks)
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p / ResultsPlus
/---". Examiner Comments

This candidate has written more than the suggested number of words.
The photo was described fairly clearly and with some detail, but with a
degree of ambiguity. The candidate has used a small selection of
familiar vocabulary and produced simple sentences with little linking.
There was an inconsistently accurate application of a small selection of
straightforward grammatical structures, including the present tense.
More than one error hindered clarity of communication.

Communication and Content: 4 marks

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy: 4 marks

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
There will always be two parts to this question. A description of the
photograph will be required along with an opinion about the theme of
the photograph. The words in the title and in the rubric will help to
express the opinion.
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The candidate has written more than the suggested word count but
has written relevantly and has included extra detail. The photo is
described and there is a clear opinion about the tourist guide. The
candidate has used a small selection of familiar vocabulary and
produced simple sentences with some linking. There was a small
selection of straightforward grammatical structures, and the present
tense has been used successfully. There were few errors, and these
have not hindered communication.

Communication and Content: 6 marks

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy: 5 marks

P4\ ResultsPlus
<\

| Examiner Tip
This is an example of a typical candidate achieving almost full marks
for this question.
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Question 2 (a)

This question addressed the theme of Identity and culture, and the topic of Cultural life.
Candidates were given four bullet points within the context of an Arabic song festival; they
had to write 40-50 words of Arabic. The question could be answered using present and
future time frames, but candidates were not penalised for using other tenses. Many
candidates found this question quite difficult to access, as they appeared not to understand
some of the bullet points. Several candidates wrote about a music festival in general rather
than Arab music. There were, however, some good responses where all bullet points were
attempted and were well linked. These candidates used tenses appropriately and even
attempted complexity and development of individual points of view.

This question was less popular than Q02(b).
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« {ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments
This response receives the maximum 8 marks available for
Communication and Content. The candidate gives information relevant
to the four bullet points and adds some development. The language
enables the candidate to present simple facts, give information and to
note down key points using simple ideas and using common, familiar
vocabulary and language structures. The language used is
independently selected and does not rely too much on the language of
the stimulus material to convey ideas. This response receives the
maximum mark of 8 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The
candidate produces simple sentences, which are linked.
Straightforward grammatical structures are used, which are mostly
accurate. There are mostly accurate references to both present and
future events. Verbs and spellings tend to be accurate with the odd
exception.

Total score: 16 marks

\ Examiner Tip

This question will always assess the ability to refer to both present and
future events. The bullet points will require responses using mainly
present tenses or time frames and also a future tense or time frame.
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Examiner Comments

This response receives 7 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written information relevant to four of the bullet points
and has added some development. The language used has enabled
the candidate to present simple facts, information and to note down
key points using simple ideas and using common, familiar vocabulary
and language structures, with some success. Clarity of communication
is occasionally an issue. The language used is independently selected
and does not rely too much on the language of the stimulus material
to convey ideas.

This response receives a mark of 7 for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. The candidate produces simple sentences which are linked.
There is little repetition of the use of wai, Straightforward grammatical
structures are used, which are sometimes accurate. There are some
accurate references to present and future events; the latter is
accomplished with the use of an immediate future time reference, <isw.
Occasionally, errors occur that prevent meaning being conveyed.

Total score: 14 marks
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Examiner Tip

This question will always assess the ability to refer to both present and
future events.

The bullet points will require responses using mainly present tenses or
time frames and also a future tense or time frame.

GCSE Arabic TAAO 4F 10



Question 2 (b)

This question addressed the theme of Local area, holiday and travel, and the topic of Travel
and tourist transactions. Candidates were given four bullet points within the context of
booking a room at a hotel; they had to write 40-50 words of Arabic. The question could be
answered using present and future time frames, but candidates were not penalised for using
other tenses. Many candidates found this question quite easy to access, as they appeared to
understand all of the bullet points. There were some good responses where all bullet points
were attempted and were well linked. These candidates used tenses appropriately and even
attempted complexity and development of individual points of view.

This question was more popular than Q02(a).
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« {ResultsPlus

/“-- Examiner Comments
This candidate has written more than 50 words in Arabic. This
response scores the maximum 8 marks available for Communication
and Content. The candidate has written information relevant to the
bullet points and has added some development. The language used
has enabled the candidate to present simple facts, information and to
note down key points using simple ideas, using common, familiar
vocabulary and language structures. The language used is
independently selected and does not overly rely on the language of the
stimulus material to convey ideas. This response scores the maximum
mark of 8 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate
produces simple sentences which are linked, using ¥.
Straightforward grammatical structures are used which are accurate.
There are accurate references to both present and future events.

Total for this response: 16 marks.

.... g Y T .'Hus

\ Examiner Tip

This question will always assess the ability to refer to both present and
future events.

The bullet points will require responses using mainly present tenses or
time frames and also a future tense or time frame.
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Question 3 (a)

This question addressed the theme of Identity and culture, and the topic of cultural life.
Candidates were given four bullet points within the context of an email to a friend about
joining a book club; they had to write 80-90 words of Arabic. The question had to be
answered using past, present and future time frames. Many candidates found this question
more accessible. There were some quite lengthy answers in which candidates were
describing stories they are currently reading. Sometimes this description rather
overwhelmed the response to the other bullet points. The most successful candidates
restricted themselves to the recommended word count. Exceeding the word limit often
increased the scope for error, ambiguity and irrelevance.

This question was more popular than Q03(b).
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/---'. Examiner Comments
This response receives 12 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written information relevant to all four bullet points. The
candidate has expanded the key points and ideas. There is a variety of
language used to express ideas and opinions, with some examples of
uncommon language. The register and style are appropriate. This
response receives 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The
candidate produces some frequently extended sentences, which are
linked. The language is generally accurate and includes successful
references to past, present and future events.

Total score: 20 marks

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Try and use some more complex grammatical structures.

GCSE Arabic TAA0 4F 14



gl paadl 123 CoBY e Ga S S (92U el gy Lipds £43 (2) 3
gV e S Soly SVl oy il

gt ) ey b §a5) Uy S

Y Sleglaal Bl G S5 of Gy

M VO 9, s s

A0 tofdadll 2l sl 3L o

\mm““\nﬂib ﬂﬂﬁd‘ﬁ*jd'mhu .

&\Q(ﬂm '-u“'i‘i-'*’b-’-l-l-h._,-ﬂu.‘m&,.m .
(20) tmw\m hlﬁlﬁQﬂﬁ Ay Al Tl 205790 - 80 o Lo 51

e e

;ig.sgswb\&l __________ L.E:.x.{gL‘:"s Lt s U 55
\l_a@)%\m .......... _;é—w Lm-a-l-ﬂi\ ....... il ug:_s.sz_....»} ...........
1 LA QU J

15 GCSE Arabic 1AAQ 4F



™

*, .

« {ResultsPlus

/--.'. Examiner Comments
This response scores 9 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written information relevant to three of the four bullet
points. The candidate has developed some key points and ideas. There
is a variety of mainly common, familiar language with the occasional
example of uncommon language. The register and style are
appropriate. This response scores 6 marks for Linguistic Knowledge
and Accuracy. The candidate produces some extended sentences and
simple sentences which are linked with familiar straightforward
conjunctions. The language is frequently accurate and the references
to present and future events are mostly successful. There is occasional
ambiguity and sometimes errors occur that hinder clarity of
communication.

Total score: 15 marks.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Ensure that spellings are as accurate as possible.
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Question 3 (b)

This question addressed the theme of Identity and culture, and the topic of Who | am.
Candidates were given four bullet points within the context of an informal letter to a friend
asking for advice on how to purchase and look after a domestic animal. They had to write 80-
90 words of Arabic. The question had to be answered using past, present and future time
frames. Many candidates found this question less accessible. Some candidates included
some irrelevant material. The better responses covered all the bullet points and were able to
use different time frames successfully. Some candidates used quite complex structures and
vocabulary to express opinions.

This question was less popular than Q03(a).
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/--.'. Examiner Comments
This candidate has written more than what is required in Arabic. All
words written by the candidate are considered and assessed even
though the response is slightly longer than the recommended word
count. This response scores 12 marks for Communication and Content.
The candidate has written information relevant to all four bullet points.
The candidate has expanded the key points and ideas. There is a
variety of language with some examples of uncommon language. The
register and style are appropriate. This response scores 8 marks for
Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The candidate produces some
frequently extended sentences which are well linked. The language is
generally accurate and includes successful references to past, present
and future events.

Total for this response: 20 marks

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Try and use some more complex grammatical structures.
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Question 4

Question 4 addressed the theme of School and the topic of What school is like. Candidates
had to translate five sentences from English to Arabic. Many candidates found this a difficult
question. Very few achieved full marks. Many found particular items of vocabulary a
problem, for example, ‘busy’, ‘my timetable’, ‘during’, ‘some’, ‘other’ and ‘lunch break’. Others
found difficulty with grammar, such as personal pronouns and verbs: ‘we have’, ‘we
finished’ and ‘we ate’. However, most candidates at least attempted each sentence and were
rewarded in most cases with a mark for a partial translation.

gt Al J) W st s 4
A day at my school

(a) | have a busy school day.

(¢) Next on my timetable is Chemistry after the break.

(2)

......................................................... %WEMJ)J@\JWJJA

(d) During the lunch break, my friends and | ate kebabs with rice and fruit.
(3}
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() We finished the day in the gym, playing handball and some other games too.

\.

N / ResultsPlus
/'-—-'. Examiner Comments

QO04(a): The message is fully and clearly communicated. 2 marks are
awarded.

QO04(b): The message is fully and clearly communicated. 2 marks are
awarded.

QO04(c): This response scored 1 of the 2 available marks. The message
is partially communicated with errors that hinder clarity or prevent
meaning being conveyed.

QO04(d): This response scored 1 of the 2 available marks. The second
part of the response communicates well but the first part (during lunch
break) does not. The meaning is partially communicated with errors
that hinder clarity or prevent meaning being conveyed.

QO04(e): This response scored 1 of the available 3 marks. A common
error on this part of question 4 was the omission of the notion of (we
finished the day) with many candidates writing today instead of We
finished the day. The meaning of this sentence is partially

communicated.

GCSE Arabic 1AA0 4F
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(a) 1 have a busy school day.
. (2)

(b) My first lesson is History and then we have Geography.

Y S S
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(c) Next on my timetable is Chemistry after the break.

(d) During the lunch break, my friends and | ate kebabs with rice and fruit.
gl ol ilsie |

EERSNDL TS I/ BN YV S |

(3)

(e) We finished the day in the gym, playing handball and some other games too.
(3)
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< ! ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments
QO04(a): The meaning was fully communicated with occasional errors
that did not hinder clarity. 2 marks awarded.

QO04(b): This response scored the 2 available marks. Despite lapses
with agreements, the meaning is fully communicated with occasional
errors that do not hinder clarity.

QO04(c): The message is fully and clearly communicated. 2 marks
awarded.

QO04(d): The meaning of the sentence was fully communicated.
Linguistic structures were accurate with only occasional errors that did
not hinder clarity. 3 marks awarded.

QO04(e): The meaning of the sentence was fully communicated.
Linguistic structures were accurate with only occasional errors that did
not hinder clarity. 3 marks awarded.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e answer the questions within the range of words which is suggested,;

e read the bullet points carefully and note which tense is required in your response;

e be aware that words such as W (now) suggest that your response should be about a
present event, while il i (in the future ) suggests that your answer should feature a
future event. Other key words in question instructions include pourquoi (why) ('3«!) and
(what) (1 );

e be prepared to write in the first person and in the third person;

e correct formation of verbs is essential in all questions;

e in QO1, write both a description of the photo and an opinion. There is no need to use
tenses other than the present in QO1;

e in Q02 and QO03, answer all four of the bullet points;

e QO02 requires only present and future time frames in your response;

e in QO03, try and vary the language you use, and avoid repetition;

e in Q04, try and translate all the words, as you will get credit even for partially correct
answers;

e ensure that your handwriting is as neat as possible.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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