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Introduction
This was this second year of testing 1AA0_3H, based on the new 2017 specification
as first assessment.

The paper tests candidates' comprehension of written material based on the
themes of:

Theme 1: Identity and culture

* Who am I? relationships, when | was younger; what my friends and family are
like; what makes a good friend; interests; socialising with friends and family; role
models.

+ Daily life: customs and everyday life; food and drink; shopping; social media and
technology.

* Cultural life: celebrations and festivals; reading; music; sport; film and television

Theme 2: local area, holiday and travel

* Holidays: preferences, experiences and destinations

* Travel and tourist transactions: travel and accommodation; asking for help and
dealing with problems; directions; eating out; shopping

* Town, region and country: weather; places tom see; things to do

Theme 3: School

* What school is like: school types; school day; subjects; rules and pressures;
celebrating success

* School activities: school trips; events and exchange

Theme 4: Future aspirations, study and work

+ Using languages beyond the classroom: forming relationships; travel;
employment

* Ambitions: further study; volunteering; training

* Work: jobs; careers and professions

Theme 5: International and global dimension

* Bringing the world together: sports events; music events; campaigns and good
causes

* Environmental issues: being ‘green’; access to natural resources

In addition, candidates are required to be able to translate a passage from Arabic
into English.

In each of the Foundation Tier and Higher Tier papers, there are 50 marks available
over 10 questions.

Questions are of various types: filling in blanks, cloud with 12 options, boxes and
open response and they test the skill of comprehension.

Answers are not expected to be full sentences except in the translation question
when candidates are expected delivery of a coherent text in English with good
quality of language.



*It is worth noting that no words were used in this exam series, which are not
included in the vocabulary list available for candidates.

1AA0_3H_QO01: This question targets grades: 4

Clip 1
Angswer the following questions lin English. You do not need to write in full sentences.
(&} What position was Labeeb asked to play In?

Opeat. e ged .

{b) What happened when Labeels tried to catch & high ball?

[1

e Qehh e A Ploo Y. wjl.u-'l:el LS week.
el What did Labeeb tell the other players to do afterwands?

(1)

Mo eondids, Mg j.uv\_i,_u

(Total for Question 1 = 3 marks)

This candidate scores 2.

The candidate successfully answered 1a and 1b as a result has been awarded 2
marks of the available 3 marks. However, the candidate doesn't give the right
answer for 1c.

The correct answer for 1cis ‘to continue playing'.

Think about the question in the context of the stimulus text and aim to understand
the key word, which is in relation to 1c is "\sU", ‘continue/carry on'.



Clip 2

Anpwer the following questions in English. You do not need 1o write in full sentences.

(a) What position was Labeeb asked to play in?
i1

doal leefe v
(b} What happened when Labeeb tried to catch a high ball?
i1
he Jumfed /n the aic and Condy it bif he Leii _angl ECiofched

(c) What did Labeeb tedl the other players to do afterwards? hi's Knee-
i1l

Confimice. . Ldth Fﬂa.f;f}"j

(Total for Question 1 = 3 marks)

This candidate scores 3 of the available 3 marks.

The candidate offers a complete answer.

The candidate understood all sections of the stimulus text related to the three
questions. They established what stimulus text is about and understood the key
words. The candidate here offers full and well-presented answers, especially a
detailed one for 1b.

It's very important for the candidates to establish the meaning and try to express
themselves in their own words which the above candidate response gives a good
example on such strategy.



1AA0_3H_QO02 This question targets grades: 5

Clip 1

Anpwer the following guestions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

{a) ‘What Is special about Seville compared to other dties of its time?
1)

Th 15 D[dev fjuan !h 0 Hher)

() What increased the visitor's exciternent first of all?

The eld cars

(e} What was the visitor most impressed withi

"HH' Ll-i-f.!ﬁdf.ﬂ. ..Jl{lp_-,l,

(d) Whaat led the wisitor to think that the houses behind the wall were smpty?
11

Tﬁ‘;t'lt. Wasy pno Notit

This candidate scores 1of the available 4 marks.

The candidate successfully answered 1c but missed the rest and as a result has
been awarded only one mark for 1d and 0 marks for the rest. The candidate
attempted to answer 1a, however, missed the target phrase "alias il " (its
buildings are different). Also, in 1b and 1d, the candidate possibly tried to guess
the answers as used ‘cars’ and ‘no noise’, which there no mention to these words in
the stimulus text.

Clip 2

Angwier the fallowing questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.
(a} What is special about Seville compared to other diles of it time?

The Bv-faf,mj; at__sambuwhef  Jffeent

() What increased the wisitor's escitement first of all?

[0 hnow whad s behad Hhet .‘:.'jh ™ jufra,na;f:;r fle .

[£] What was the visitor most impressed with?

T worden doors Por _the housps st bideg it by

[d) What led the visitor to think that the houses behind the wall were empty?
11}

the legs dur thest hoses W6 hangog moa cel

(Total for Question 3 = 4 marks)

This is an exemplar response to the question. The candidate obviously fully
understood the stimulus text, especially the key words and successfully answered
all questions correctly and was awarded the full 4 marks.



1AA0_3H_QO03: This question targets grades: 6-7.

Clip 1

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sertences.

(a) What is the reason fior Khalid's choice of college?
1]

VTR e Balbn eted——vgs T Rmr—

(b} ‘What is Moah's concemn regarding his cholce of study?

bl ll.:l'-[]LI Ik Ll POk
{c] Wl b Farah's future ambition?

hHlmllll i nun At
() What b5 the malin reascn for Mustafa’s cholce of unbeersity !

nl Many W Whin  t0 [pedk .['ll.u‘mh.
&) Wiy did Musa choose his unbeersity?

T IULUBSTTTIE e T R TR TR

el for Musatinm T = § mmackek

This candidate had a good attempt at answering the questions and got 3b correct.
However, in 3a and 3d, the candidate understood part of the stimulus text but not
the one which is linked to the question. This is very clear in their answer to 3d,
where the candidate understood part of Musa’s statement but didn't focus on the
guestion to get the right answer: ‘to become a pilot’. Candidate may have struggled
with understanding the word:"& 1" (I chose). This emphasises the importance
and the need for the candidates to be well familiar with the vocabulary list.



Clip 2

Angwer the follewing questions in Emglish. You do not need to write in fulll sentences.

il 'What is the reason for Khalid's choioe of college?
(1]

e Cep @ fprelgh cerhfreodel
{bi} What is Moal's concem regarding hity of study?

bw.j Lengthir Tytars .
c) Whiat s Farah's futune amibition?

fobetlome o scacoessfull Louuy er

o) Wit s the maln reason for Mustafa’s choloe of university?
1l
freCas it g Curreculum | shaeky i< h::.-.ajhk inﬂrﬁh':h

Lmjmﬁt :

1 Wity did Musa choose his university T

Becoust We wanh mpecave o prlob:

{Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)

This is an excellent detailed answer. The candidate clearly understood the stimulus
text very well including the key words, critical to understanding the text. This is
reflected in their very accurate answers all through the questions. The candidate
was awarded all the available 5 marks.



1AA0_3H_QO5 (a-d): This question targets grades 7-8

Clip 1
Complete the following sentences with the correct information.
fa)Maihad 0 brothers and sisters. (n
{b) She decided to travel to Lebanon alone to complete her
education, (1)
{c) While at university, Mai was very interested in ____ Ambic .._Laagu‘qt (1)
(d) Since she was young, she was known for hH_aC.ﬂi behavigur . 1)

This candidate answered 5a, 5b, & 5b correctly and therefore was awarded 3
marks of the 4 available marks for this part of Q05. However, he didn't answer 5d
correctly.

It is very important for candidates not only to familiarise themselves with
the vocabulary list but also appreciate the variations of meanings
e.g.(homographs) within the context of the stimulus text. This candidate- as
many others- didn't manage to differentiate between the two meanings of the
word “wi" as used in the stimulus text meaning ‘literature’ and interpreted as
‘behaviour/manners'.

Clip 2

Complete the following sentences with the correct information.

@@ Maihad 0o [1€¥0  peothersand sisters. (1)

(b) She decided to travel to Lebanon ___Oh N Cf 0w [alonk, omojete her
education. (1]

i wd
{c) While at university, Mal was very interested in __ T1%_ P.mm{l_ﬂhj ?{ (n

(d) Since she was young, she was known for her_" HE[WE‘_H__ = m
r.u-trl'nHl'

The candidate scored 4 of the available 4 marks.

The candidate successfully answered all questions and as a result has been
awarded all the available 4 marks. It is clear that this candidate understood the
stimulus text fully, and the key words within the context of the stimulus text,
especially those for 5d.




1AA0_3H_QOS5 (e-f): This question targets grades 7-8

Clip 1
Answer the following questions in English according to the above text.

(e) What did Mai organise while continuing her writing?
J h"uﬁ" e

(f) How did the relationship of some of the writers with Mai influence them?
Sy he Lped ‘nrnd.mf{ fe.r hese W,J;_!\;J‘

L e nd h-\e,*.r . ogst. Wr’*tm‘jg .....(.PJ'.e.usJ. S

Tre vedon _(Totalfor Question 5 =6 marks)

(1)

o Ohy . S

Good attempt by the candidate to answer 5e, but unfortunately, instead of using
‘meeting’ (+4) wrote ‘speech’ (& <)), the candidate possibly got confused the two
words.

The candidate however, gave a perfect answer to 5f and therefore, scored 1 mark
for 5f and no marks for 5e with a total score of 1 mark out of the 2 available marks
for this section of QO5.

Clip 2
Answer the following questions in English according to the above text.

{e) What did Mai organise while continuing her writing?
(1

Hedings erecr ;;950’&;’ abovt _nofls _with sone ¥ 1 byl

(f) How did the relationship of some of the writers with Mal influence them? '
"

I inflyenced  some o Her g e I ulikofg

___(Total for Question 5 = 6 marks)

The candidate gave full answers to both 1e & 1f and was awarded the full 2 marks
of the available 2 marks. It is clear that this candidate understood the stimulus text
fully and therefore gave full and exemplary answers.



1AA0_3H_QO06a: This question targets grade 9

Clip 1

(a) What does this report say?

Put a cross B in each one of the three correct boxes.

Example

Greeting customs differ from one country to another.

The nose doesn't have any importance.

Greeting by using hands is very common.

Noses shouldn't touch during the greeting.

Kissing the nose is a sign of respect.

Some people greet others by kissing their cheeks.

m  m| O N @

The word 'nose’ has one meaning only in Arabic.

B OoOoRO0NBDR

People touching noses to greet each other is a very common
custom.

(3)

The response to 6a relates to different parts of the stimulus text.

This candidate did well by giving two correct answers ( B & D,) however,
misunderstood part of the stimulus that is talking about the ‘strange habit’ of
kissing the nose and it is limited to Gulf countries and incorrectly gave G as a
correct answer when it should be E (since many Arab countries kiss each other on
the cheeks). The candidate was awarded 2 marks of the available 3 marks.

It is important for candidate to seek accurate comprehension of the grade 9
stimulus text in this question paper.

Clip 2

(a) What does this report say?

Put a cross [ in each one of the three correct boxes.

Example

Greeting customs differ from one country to another.

A

The nose doesn't have any importance.

Greeting by using hands is very common,

Noses shouldn't touch during the greeting.

Kissing the nose is a sign of respect.

Some people greet others by kissing their cheeks.

m m| O N @

The word ‘nose’ has one meaning only in Arabic.

OiRRoipa R

People touching noses to greet each other is a very common
custom,

X}

(3}

This candidate was awarded 3 marks of the available 3 marks. The candidate fully
understood the related parts of the stimulus text.



1AA0_3H_QO06 b: This question targets grade 9

Clip 1

Answer the following questions in English.

{b) For what reason do people in the Arab Gulf countries kiss both the nose and the

head?
‘(Mﬂ_i' (1)
onoMe  cloos T oAveic relaxonship 1S clueg

The candidate didn't capture the part of the stimulus text which is related to the
guestion and ‘assumed’ the answer they have given. The right answer according to
the stimulus text, kissing the nose is when, for example, the other person is older
or has a special status. This candidate wasn't awarded the 1 mark available for 6b.

Clip 2

Answer the following questions in English.

(b) For what reason do people in the Arab Gulf countries kiss both the nose and the

head? .s..:he,n Someone. isolder han Ham or o Nghe
. . R

(1} Sk

This candidate was awarded the full 1 mark available for 6b, showing that the
candidate fully understood the related part of the stimulus text and gave the
correct response.




1AA0_3H_QO06 c: This question targets grade 9

Clip 1

(¢) What does the nose signify to the Arab people?

We Voot v NoreaAe mm@\ it

This candidate wasn’t awarded the 1 mark available for 6c. The candidate used a
phrase in the stimulus text which is not related to this specific question with the
focus is on what does the nose ‘signify’ to Arab people. It is important for the
candidates to give time to understanding the question before start giving the
answer.

Clip 2

(c) What does the nose signify to the Arab people?
JCPereit Quiu'»ag. S ctdons (1)

This candidate was awarded the full 1 mark available for 6¢, showing that the
candidate captured all possible answers for this question according to the stimulus
text.



1AA0_3H_QO08: This is a target language and a crossover to Foundation Tier
guestion and targets grade 5:

Clip 1

N " (PR RIS T 2 E R R, U g PR AR | W RET R e

i oo AT ) s SLELE el iy il (DU
T RRELE T [P PR Uk i

n LD et ga il le Uabedl e i;-—"-ivm#r‘-_,hl ia)

._1__.‘],
i s Yo i T o g Glas bl o
i g By gl Ty 2y L.-.(v/ Pozsl st )
i1 D g e i) faall e Sl aRA )
[ el ilals s flisal CPURER SR P
{Total for Question 8 = § marks)

This candidate was awarded 3 marks of the available 5 marks. This question
requires matching the statement to one of the people named to fill in the blank. It
seems the candidate didn't fully understand the statements in 8a and 8e and
confused them with other people’s statements.

Clip 2

T TN TR HPS, TR & T S o S T AL T JE g i sl e L
g o ST ) plisat SLSLT  plm iy il W00 oy
D T

n CIJLU plazal o gl ho il ol tle sty o womtadl (8

gl
1] ptilae Blom LS Ups Lo W .[JL A el )
i et Tz ol 0y Yy J..CJ slaal 313 i)
1) e Oy e A l] Laall L0 phi )
i) R TR TR ;L-@ I s i 2l (e
(Total for Question & = 5 marks)

This candidate clearly understood the stimulus text very well and was awarded the
full 5 available marks.



1AA0_3H_QO09: This is a target language question and targets grades 8-9:

Clip 1

LE ke 3 g tll ) gl B U A o

a..-—-lJ_,J--u._ﬂ,n.-r':nou oo (al
0 nb"‘"" Y ,_.J-"'H-'*-""“-"-.“’w"'"'ﬂll' e
Parr':?"? T P el D Ul gl i ]
; Pl Ponprloal oy o] i lgadt iy e o 0 L i)
]
Ze 3y U fﬁJpn;M“#'-}rhﬂﬂL‘.ﬁﬂ' AL 2 At
. 8 el st il a2l ek U )
| |

ln-.n-JF" L?"l- R ME f(_,rh— et 'JJ\. u,'._.,.-.' FEAT
’ ...A:n-'....'_n"'.l.__.-.-'ﬂ....i o o e Frl ]
(2]

- _ .
ULN'}'L? i e g -JSJI-H-I-HJL 1—_?{_... 1[;'-’! "_J‘-J-:’ s Yt

This candidate did reasonably well and was awarded 3 marks of the available 5
marks.

For 93, the candidate started with giving the correct answer but changed their
mind and crossed it out replacing it with an incorrect answer. For 9b, the candidate
didn’t focus on the key word in the question ‘check his work’ (Lg% ) instead their
answer was about the material the designer used in his designs.

It is important to be careful when reading the question and gain an accurate
understanding of what is required before starting to give an answer.

Clip 2

AL ok A gl gl gl B AN A

| P f...u;.,'-lh’.n--‘r J.-.-h]

*T’“ﬂl“’" qffjn"ﬁ”ﬂ'"‘”‘ ':’*Mﬂ?l H)JJ" y} fmnl.r 'J-J

hﬂhﬂlv‘r;r'ﬁ-#hru'-ﬁhlﬂ_ﬂ -r‘,l'u[h]

UJ"LI-NIl ':E.)j.d qJ.lll ?J."u—uu Ul[f

.-,-‘J--,a..--.na‘}-.n.-w-\.,.-,._.n.- ks ()

"'""'""‘""'"‘""J‘I .-1'_‘1'.-4‘(,&_,.1-#_,!,.‘5'} dl

oy 3G9L3-eiatﬂ3u-€5 o s .:.-_.IML
This is an excellent response. This candidate was awarded the full 5 marks. This
candidate’s answers are exemplary with a high level of accuracy.

Fi




1AA0_3H_Q10: This question targets grades 6-9

Clip 1

) Starked . to 46 CARand Love  ApaUE. (ldang
Wow OGRS Whea A WS SiA . A my dad ket "‘m
.;un@mg apdur . rak. Nowy | tarred workwg fecoally and
im _ gping fo bry. . and be pru[rusiunm. mats way |
A banee O week. My dod helgl tae _brm_tneChact
H0.Athfive Al _my dream Fnr&,ﬂuﬁ-}nﬂ the (pnng
(tiwhy - Lotk wear my dad ome asr e 0
warcw. " Ine—tace ne bear face Fr hoes"  And | enjoyel
it O la.

This candidate did well in most of the sections of this translation task. They were
awarded 5 marks of the available 7 marks. There are several mistakes occurring
when the candidate was faced with challenging terms (e.g.’ pursuing’ instead of
‘encouraging’; ‘spring activity' instead of ‘Arab races’; ‘bear race’ instead of ‘Dubai'.
In this question, it is strongly advised that candidates make themselves very
familiar with the vocabulary list available as part of this qualification specification.

Clip 2
HU inkrcsrand  love for horse set figding eegan when

T wos Six ers old . And ey farnes hos alwoy )
encouwraged me ovboud thal - Bight now, Tam wokly
hard Gnd 1 wilt vy becomiry 4 proressonol . Beasud
ok har I trajn /PEFOCm houning fiice o week . K
£agher has hel ped e WomHhe beginning to achieve my
jfnﬂ |aSpirahons o« pas ri;i_p-u_lh.-‘\j in Arabic o rocings
__Ya . And Ldst Yeaf my father okt o coorch
L o W patfs Yl Dubaif horge viding race’ and
 Treallw enoYed N/ enjo yed that a tor .
This candidate was awarded the full 7 marks. This candidate’s translation of the

text has a high level of quality of language and transferred the meaning accurately
too.




Summary
* Knowledge and understanding of the vocabulary and its variations in the stimulus
text context is a key to candidates’ good performance in this reading paper.

* It is crucial for candidates to study the vocabulary list in order to assist them in
understanding the stimulus texts and the target language questions (Q8 & Q9).

* Although due to the unusual circumstances affecting this exam series, whereby
non-vocabulary words weren't not used in the question paper, in normal
circumstances, these non-vocabularies are included in the stimulus texts for
questions 5 (10 words), question 6 (14 words) and questions 9 (12 words).
Candidates’ understanding will be tested on six of these non-vocabulary words in
each aforementioned three questions.

* It was noticeable that some candidates didn’'t base their answers on the stimulus
text. Candidates are strongly advised to base their answers on the stimulus text
and not what they wished it to be.

+ Candidates must read the instruction (rubric) well and give time to understanding
the stimulus text and question before starting to give their answers.
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