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Introduction 
This was this second year of testing 1AA0_3H, based on the new 2017 specification 
as first assessment. 
 
The paper tests candidates' comprehension of written material based on the 
themes of: 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 
• Who am I? relationships, when I was younger; what my friends and family are 
like; what makes a good friend; interests; socialising with friends and family; role 
models. 
• Daily life: customs and everyday life; food and drink; shopping; social media and 
technology. 
• Cultural life: celebrations and festivals; reading; music; sport; film and television 
 
Theme 2: local area, holiday and travel 
• Holidays: preferences, experiences and destinations 
• Travel and tourist transactions: travel and accommodation; asking for help and 
dealing with problems; directions; eating out; shopping 
• Town, region and country: weather; places tom see; things to do 
 
Theme 3: School 
• What school is like: school types; school day; subjects; rules and pressures; 
celebrating success 
• School activities: school trips; events and exchange 
 
Theme 4: Future aspirations, study and work 
• Using languages beyond the classroom: forming relationships; travel; 
employment 
• Ambitions: further study; volunteering; training 
• Work: jobs; careers and professions 
 
Theme 5: International and global dimension 
• Bringing the world together: sports events; music events; campaigns and good 
causes 
• Environmental issues: being ‘green’; access to natural resources 
 
In addition, candidates are required to be able to translate a passage from Arabic 
into English. 
In each of the Foundation Tier and Higher Tier papers, there are 50 marks available 
over 10 questions. 
Questions are of various types: filling in blanks, cloud with 12 options, boxes and 
open response and they test the skill of comprehension. 
Answers are not expected to be full sentences except in the translation question 
when candidates are expected delivery of a coherent text in English with good 
quality of language. 
 



 

*It is worth noting that no words were used in this exam series, which are not 
included in the vocabulary list available for candidates.  
 
1AA0_3H_Q01: This question targets grades: 4 
 
Clip 1 

 
 
This candidate scores 2. 
The candidate successfully answered 1a and 1b as a result has been awarded 2 
marks of the available 3 marks. However, the candidate doesn’t give the right 
answer for 1c. 
The correct answer for 1c is ‘to continue playing’.  
Think about the question in the context of the stimulus text and aim to understand 
the key word, which is in relation to 1c is "تابعِوا" , ‘continue/carry on’.  
 
 
  



 

Clip 2 

 
This candidate scores 3 of the available 3 marks. 
The candidate offers a complete answer. 
The candidate understood all sections of the stimulus text related to the three 
questions. They established what stimulus text is about and understood the key 
words. The candidate here offers full and well-presented answers, especially a 
detailed one for 1b. 
It's very important for the candidates to establish the meaning and try to express 
themselves in their own words which the above candidate response gives a good 
example on such strategy. 
 
  



 

1AA0_3H_Q02 This question targets grades: 5 
 
Clip 1 

 
This candidate scores 1of the available 4 marks. 
The candidate successfully answered 1c but missed the rest and as a result has 
been awarded only one mark for 1d and 0 marks for the rest. The candidate 
attempted to answer 1a, however, missed the target phrase " مختلفة أبنیتھا"    (its 
buildings are different). Also, in 1b and 1d, the candidate possibly tried to guess 
the answers as used ‘cars’ and ‘no noise’, which there no mention to these words in 
the stimulus text.  
 
Clip 2 

 
This is an exemplar response to the question. The candidate obviously fully 
understood the stimulus text, especially the key words and successfully answered 
all questions correctly and was awarded the full 4 marks. 



 

 
1AA0_3H_Q03: This question targets grades: 6-7. 
 
Clip 1 

 
This candidate had a good attempt at answering the questions and got 3b correct. 
However, in 3a and 3d, the candidate understood part of the stimulus text but not 
the one which is linked to the question. This is very clear in their answer to 3d, 
where the candidate understood part of Musa’s statement but didn’t focus on the 
question to get the right answer: ‘to become a pilot’. Candidate may have struggled 
with understanding the word: "اخترتھا"   (I chose). This emphasises the importance 
and the need for the candidates to be well familiar with the vocabulary list.  
 
 
 
  



 

Clip 2 

 
This is an excellent detailed answer. The candidate clearly understood the stimulus 
text very well including the key words, critical to understanding the text. This is 
reflected in their very accurate answers all through the questions. The candidate 
was awarded all the available 5 marks.  
 
  



 

1AA0_3H_Q05 (a-d): This question targets grades 7-8  
 
Clip 1 

 
This candidate answered 5a, 5b, & 5b correctly and therefore was awarded 3 
marks of the 4 available marks for this part of Q05. However, he didn’t answer 5d 
correctly.  
It is very important for candidates not only to familiarise themselves with 
the vocabulary list but also appreciate the variations of meanings 
e.g.(homographs) within the context of the stimulus text. This candidate- as 
many others- didn’t manage to differentiate between the two meanings of the 
word “أدب" as used in the stimulus text meaning ‘literature’ and interpreted as 
‘behaviour/manners’.  
 
 
Clip 2 

 
The candidate scored 4 of the available 4 marks. 
The candidate successfully answered all questions and as a result has been 
awarded all the available 4 marks. It is clear that this candidate understood the 
stimulus text fully, and the key words within the context of the stimulus text, 
especially those for 5d. 
 
  



 

1AA0_3H_Q05 (e-f): This question targets grades 7-8 
 
Clip 1 

 
Good attempt by the candidate to answer 5e, but unfortunately, instead of using 
‘meeting’ (لقاء) wrote ‘speech’ ( كلمة إلقاء ); the candidate possibly got confused the two 
words.  
The candidate however, gave a perfect answer to 5f and therefore, scored 1 mark 
for 5f and no marks for 5e with a total score of 1 mark out of the 2 available marks 
for this section of Q05. 
 
Clip 2 

 
 
The candidate gave full answers to both 1e & 1f and was awarded the full 2 marks 
of the available 2 marks. It is clear that this candidate understood the stimulus text 
fully and therefore gave full and exemplary answers. 
 
  



 

1AA0_3H_Q06a: This question targets grade 9 
 
Clip 1 

 
The response to 6a relates to different parts of the stimulus text. 
This candidate did well by giving two correct answers ( B & D,) however, 
misunderstood part of the stimulus that is talking about the ‘strange habit’ of 
kissing the nose and it is limited to Gulf countries and incorrectly gave G as a 
correct answer when it should be E (since many Arab countries kiss each other on 
the cheeks). The candidate was awarded 2 marks of the available 3 marks. 
It is important for candidate to seek accurate comprehension of the grade 9 
stimulus text in this question paper. 
 
Clip 2 

 
This candidate was awarded 3 marks of the available 3 marks. The candidate fully 
understood the related parts of the stimulus text. 
 
  



 

1AA0_3H_Q06 b: This question targets grade 9 
 
Clip 1 

 
The candidate didn’t capture the part of the stimulus text which is related to the 
question and ‘assumed’ the answer they have given. The right answer according to 
the stimulus text, kissing the nose is when, for example, the other person is older 
or has a special status. This candidate wasn’t awarded the 1 mark available for 6b. 
 
Clip 2 

 
This candidate was awarded the full 1 mark available for 6b, showing that the 
candidate fully understood the related part of the stimulus text and gave the 
correct response.  
 
  



 

1AA0_3H_Q06 c: This question targets grade 9 
 
Clip 1 

 
This candidate wasn’t awarded the 1 mark available for 6c. The candidate used a 
phrase in the stimulus text which is not related to this specific question with the 
focus is on what does the nose ‘signify’ to Arab people. It is important for the 
candidates to give time to understanding the question before start giving the 
answer.  
 
 
 Clip 2 

 
This candidate was awarded the full 1 mark available for 6c, showing that the 
candidate captured all possible answers for this question according to the stimulus 
text. 
 
  



 

1AA0_3H_Q08: This is a target language and a crossover to Foundation Tier 
question and targets grade 5: 
 
Clip 1 

 
This candidate was awarded 3 marks of the available 5 marks. This question 
requires matching the statement to one of the people named to fill in the blank. It 
seems the candidate didn’t fully understand the statements in 8a and 8e and 
confused them with other people’s statements.  
 
Clip 2 

 
This candidate clearly understood the stimulus text very well and was awarded the 
full 5 available marks. 
 
  



 

1AA0_3H_Q09: This is a target language question and targets grades 8-9:  
 
Clip 1 

 
This candidate did reasonably well and was awarded 3 marks of the available 5 
marks. 
 For 9a, the candidate started with giving the correct answer but changed their 
mind and crossed it out replacing it with an incorrect answer. For 9b, the candidate 
didn’t focus on the key word in the question ‘check his work’ (یختبر ) instead their 
answer was about the material the designer used in his designs.  
It is important to be careful when reading the question and gain an accurate 
understanding of what is required before starting to give an answer.   
 
 
Clip 2 

 
This is an excellent response. This candidate was awarded the full 5 marks. This 
candidate’s answers are exemplary with a high level of accuracy. 
 
  



 

1AA0_3H_Q10: This question targets grades 6-9 
 
Clip 1 

 
This candidate did well in most of the sections of this translation task. They were 
awarded 5 marks of the available 7 marks. There are several mistakes occurring 
when the candidate was faced with challenging terms (e.g.’ pursuing’ instead of 
‘encouraging’;  ‘spring activity’ instead of ‘Arab races’; ‘bear race’ instead of ‘Dubai’.    
In this question, it is strongly advised that candidates make themselves very 
familiar with the vocabulary list available as part of this qualification specification. 
 
Clip 2 

 
This candidate was awarded the full 7 marks. This candidate’s translation of the 
text has a high level of quality of language and transferred the meaning accurately 
too. 
 
  



 

Summary 
• Knowledge and understanding of the vocabulary and its variations in the stimulus 
text context is a key to candidates’ good performance in this reading paper. 
 
• It is crucial for candidates to study the vocabulary list in order to assist them in 
understanding the stimulus texts and the target language questions (Q8 & Q9). 
 
• Although due to the unusual circumstances affecting this exam series, whereby 
non-vocabulary words weren’t not used in the question paper, in normal 
circumstances, these non-vocabularies are included in the stimulus texts for 
questions 5 (10 words), question 6 (14 words) and questions 9 (12 words). 
Candidates’ understanding will be tested on six of these non-vocabulary words in 
each aforementioned three questions.  
 
• It was noticeable that some candidates didn’t base their answers on the stimulus 
text. Candidates are strongly advised to base their answers on the stimulus text 
and not what they wished it to be. 
 
• Candidates must read the instruction (rubric) well and give time to understanding 
the stimulus text and question before starting to give their answers. 
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