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Introduction

This was the first year of testing unit 1AAO_4H, based on the new 2017 GCSE specification.

The paper tests candidates' comprehension of written material based on the themes of:

(1) Identity and culture.

(2) Local area, holiday and travel.

(3) School.

(4) Future aspirations, study and work.

(5) International and global dimension.

Candidates are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing in Arabic for
different purposes and audiences. Candidates are required to produce responses of varying
lengths and types to express ideas and opinions in Arabic. The instructions to candidates are in
Arabic. Word counts are specified for each question. Candidates must answer all questions.
Most responses to questions in this paper were good, especially in Q1(a) which was both popular
and well answered. The topic of the cinema was attractive for candidates, and most were able to

successfully explain how Arabic films have influenced their Arabic language skills.

Question 2(a) was the least popular and elicited fewer outstanding responses. The candidates who
answered this question found writing creatively to be particularly challenging.

Common spelling and grammatical mistakes were found, especially for similar sounding letters

such as &b or uvue and tenses; which of course can change meanings or render sentences
meaningless.
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Question 1 (a)

A very popular question for candidates, and the majority of responses were well written accounts
on Arabic film festivals covering the four points (how did they know about the festival, the invitation
of a friend to attend, the film that was watched and its benefits for their Arabic language skills).
Candidates lost marks if they did not cover the four points mentioned in the stimulus.

The example below is a good response (15: 10CC & 5KL), which attempts to cover the four points,
with a satisfactory level of SpaG skills.

A good example.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Notice the style of writing used by the candidate.

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Revise the vocabulary list.
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Question 1 (b)

Few candidates chose this question. Those who did choose it found the ability to express their
awareness and suggestions on environmental issues very challenging due to the lack of Arabic
vocabulary learnt for this topic.

The example below is a stronger response (15, 10CC & 5KL) which gives a good representation of
the types of ideas candidates should be working towards.

A good example.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Notice the style of writing by the candidate.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Revise the vocabulary list.
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Question 2 (a)

This question requires candidates to create a letter to the mayor of a town to propose the
establishment of a youth club. The letter should give reasons for the club and the potential benefits
that could be enjoyed. This was a less popular question, with few candidates successfully
responding to the stimulus.

Candidates need to study the full vocabulary lists, learn how to construct simple sentences and
develop their spelling and grammar skills to maximise potential.

The example included below has been written by a candidate with a very high knowledge and skill
in Arabic (23, 13CC & 10KL), and they have been able to fully articulate themselves to the mayor.

A good example.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Notice the style of writing in this example.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Revise the vocabulary list.
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Question 2 (b)

A highly popular question, with almost all candidates writing an account of the benefits of the
iPhone. This question proved very appealing as candidates were able to firmly articulate the
advantages and disadvantages of its use for communication, learning and entertainment, and the
difficulties it also brings to the user (such as screen time and over-reliance).

Most candidates were successful here, and provided a well expressed piece of writing, as can be
seen in the example below (25, 15CC & 10KL).

A good example.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Notice the writing style of the example.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Revise the vocabulary list.
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Question 3
Translation means transfer of meaning, with the aim of presenting an authentic piece of writing in
the target language. The majority of candidates responded well here, with the average candidate

achieving 60% for the question. The example below gains full marks for their translation (12).

All the translation stimulus words are included in the vocabulary list so it is imperative that all
candidates learn all of the words in the list.

An excellent example.
gﬂ) By

gl Al J) A dadadll o5 3

| love the beach activities in Sharm el Sheikh, especially sailing and diving. | went there last
weekend with my friends, who have the same hobbies as me. However, it started to rain a lot, so
we decided to go and have lunch in a restaurant. We are going to return next Thursday to do some

fishing.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Notice the way the candidate transfers the meaning, and the
vocabulary used.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Revise the vocabulary list.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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