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Introduction
The paper was well balanced, offering opportunities to candidates of all abilities to perform 
well.  There was a good range of tasks covering both topics, Media, Travel and Culture and 
Sport, Leisure and Work. Section B tasks were more demanding and stretching candidates 
aiming to achieve top grades.  Section A tasks were very accessible to the majority of 
candidates. It was felt that candidates were at ease in making their choice of essay.  It was 
clear that all abilities were represented, ranging from the very confident with excellent 
mastery of Arabic to performances showing lack of understanding the basics.  

This examination paper was designed to accommodate a wide range of candidate profiles, 
and rewards work from grades G to A*. It consisted of two tasks; short writing task and 
longer writing task. Candidates were asked to choose one question in each task out of 
a choice of four. They were required to write 30-70 words in task one (Section A), and a 
minimum of 120 words in task two (Section B). Both tasks required writing in Arabic where 
candidates had one hour to complete this paper. This paper carried a maximum of 50 
marks.

Section A (Short writing task):

Candidates were required to produce a short writing task in Arabic (30-70 words) in 
response to a choice of four questions that related to two prescribed themes:

1. Media, Travel and Culture

2. Sports, Leisure and Work

The task was assessed for Content and Communication (10 marks) and Knowledge and 
Application of Language (10 marks) only. The maximum mark for this task was 20.

Section B (Longer writing task):

Candidates were required to produce a longer writing task in Arabic (a minimum of 120 
words) in response to a choice of four questions that related to two prescribed themes:

1. Media, Travel and Culture

2. Sports, Leisure and Work

In this task, candidates were assessed for Content and Communication (15 marks), 
Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks) and Accuracy (5 marks). The maximum 
mark for this task was 30.

The questions in this examination paper were carefully selected to give candidates a wide 
choice of tasks through which they could express their knowledge of the Arabic language. In 
general, the performance of the candidates was of a high standard. Most of the questions 
proved accessible for a considerable number of candidates and there was no indication that 
English words or phrases in the question paper presented any difficulty for the majority of 
candidates.
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Question 1 (a)
Question 1(a): This question required candidates to plan a group holiday

This question was the second most popular task in Section A.  Although the topic was very 
familiar and one would expect that GCSE candidates of Arabic would have had a lot of 
practice on holiday essays, some candidates preferred to use some pre-learnt phrases from 
their past holiday experience(s). The majority of candidates managed to produce a good 
description of their planned holidays. There were many excellent responses with more able 
candidates clearly understanding all the requirements. They emailed their plan to the group 
detailing the suggested activities, adding how much they liked or disliked, for that matter, 
the planning process.

A good number of candidates went on to give a lot of details in their planning but some 
kept their description to a minimum and sometimes not to include all the details required 
for example what they liked/did not like about the planning. It was disappointing to see 
a good number of them missing marks for not mentioning the people they had met on 
their holidays. Some candidates omitted details on destination or accommodation, where 
transport requirement was mentioned casually within the writing.  Their answers often 
lacked focus and caused them to totally miss some requirements of the question. Others 
answered incorrectly by mentioning that they enjoyed the holiday itself rather than the 
planning process. 

 This question like all holiday questions, was rarely left unanswered. But the less able 
candidates struggled with one or two bullet points.  Candidates who didn’t understand the 
question and only knew the meaning of some keywords such as (Holiday), wrote about their 
own holiday to their friends. They wrote about a holiday they had in the past, or a mixture of 
a past holiday experience or one that they are going to have in the future. These candidates 
did not gain high scores.

This candidate managed to mention some of the information required by the question but 
failed to mention all of them. Their essay contained a mixture of verb tenses, when the 
expected is future tense, yet they obtained a good mark, CC: 8 and KL: 7.
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More improvement on Knowledge and Application of Language was required.
Examiner Comments



6 GCSE Arabic 5AR04 01

The following candidate managed to mention some of the information required by the  question. 
They failed to mention all the requirements, hence they lost some marks.
Their score was CC:7 and KL:5.

Pay attention to the requirements of the 
question to secure a very good score. 

Examiner Tip

The score for this response was not as high as it 
could have been because the task was incomplete.

Examiner Comments
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The candidate used future tense to describe a group holiday they are planning for friends.

Perfect answer for the question, 
Candidate obtained CC:10, KL:9.

Examiner Comments

Very successful: Candidate managed to 
provide  all the information required by 
the question. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
Question 1(b):  Describing an Arab cultural event.

This question was the least popular in section A. However, the candidates who answered it 
were able to meet almost all the requirements.  Even the least able candidates managed to 
gain some marks. It proved to be quite challenging for those who opted to write about any 
Arab event. Despite being the least popular question of this year’s paper, it was answered 
very well by all candidates who attempted it. Many candidates gained full marks. They 
described weddings, birthdays, musical festivals and some culture awareness parties.

Less able candidates missed out on scoring high marks, as there was no attempt to answer 
the last requirement of the question, regarding people they met. They focused more on 
friends they accompanied to the festival.

Section A required candidates to write short writing tasks that were not expected to exceed 
70 words. This candidate's response was short but to the point.

They managed to obtain full mark; CC:10 KL:10.

Short but very successful response.
Examiner Comments

An excellent answer.

Examiner Tip
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There were some spelling difficulty with this response, which interfered with the 
communication. Therefore this candidate lost some marks and scored CC: 7 and KL: 6.

Another example where the response 
was not very successful, but was able 
to gain some marks.

Examiner Comments

Work on improving spelling.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate answered all the requirements of the  question, including who they met, how 
they much they liked the event and why.

Perfect Answer; Candidate scored full marks.
Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (c)
Question 1(c) : Your favourite hobby.

This was by far the most popular task in section A. One can understand that candidates 
were happy to talk about something they like doing in their free time.  For the majority, 
marks were high for full descriptive accounts whereas others scored fewer marks as they 
found it difficult to go beyond basic individual words around the subject of activities.  

However, the least able candidates managed to hit the main points and gained some marks. 
It was quite obvious that the most popular hobby for the majority of the candidates was 
football therefore, almost every candidate managed to expand and explore in their 
sentences and use some complex and compound sentences. As for the reason for their 
hobby preference, they wrote nice and sincere reason(s). Few candidates did not mention 
where they practice their hobbies as required in the question.

More practice is needed to answer 
questions.

Examiner Tip

This response scored 2 marks for 
Communication and Content and 2 
marks for Knowledge of Language.

Examiner Comments
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The candidate mentioned more than one hobby and forgot to mention all the requirements 
of the question. Therefore they lost 2 marks in Communication and content but obtained 
full mark in Knowledge of language.

This candidate was able to extend their answer further and express 
their language clearly.

Examiner Comments
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This response was short but there was a good command of language and good on Content 
and Communication. This candidate scored 9 marks for Content and Communication and 8 
marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

 

Despite the poor hand writing, the 
candidate was able to obtain a very 
good score.

Examiner Comments

Work on spelling and handwriting.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)
Question 1(d): Describing a sport match.

As per question 1(b), this task was not a popular choice by most candidates.  For most 
candidates who answered it, they applied all requirement of this question. They wrote good 
details of their experience and feeling(s) about their team losing the match. The majority 
expanded on vocabularies and gave nice explanation to why they felt angry or sad.

The less able candidates found it difficult to describe the match, given that this was a short 
essay, some were unable to express their feelings adequately.

Despite the missing information the candidate was able to obtain a fair score. CC:6 & KL:4.

Work on spelling and handwriting.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should practice writing essays.
Examiner Comments
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A very successful answer; it satisfied all the requirements of the question and had excellent  
command of Arabic language, obtaining full marks.

 

This is a good example to use as reading material for candidates.
Examiner Comments
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The response lost marks as a result of the deviation. It is important to read well into the 
question before answering in order not to lose marks. This candidate scored 6 marks for 
Communication and Content and 5 marks for Knowledge of Language.

 
 

Read well into the questions before answering so you know what is 
actually required.

Examiner Comments



17GCSE Arabic 5AR04 01

This was an excellent answer. The response had all the information and details required. 
The candidate had satisfactory command of the language and beautiful hand writing.

This is an excellent example of how Q1(d) should be answered.
Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
Question 2(a): Interview with a famous person.

This was the least popular task in section B. 

The Majority of candidates who answered this question wrote rather very descriptive 
interviews, displayed sincere feelings and discussed what they gained talking to a famous 
celebrities.  They were rather mature and discussed the advantages and disadvantages of 
their interview. A lot of them mentioned a famous star, and also talked about the normal 
lives these famous people have. The majority mentioned that they learnt to be determined 
and achieve one goal in life with hard work.

However less able candidates failed to refer to any interview conducted and they wrote 
about their favourite personality or celebrity. These answers were short and limited, and so 
failed to satisfy the word count criteria.

Candidate failed to answer the question and wrote a completely different answer to this 
question. They failed to communicate, which made it difficult to understand the candidate’s 
response.

This response scored 1 mark for Accuracy, 2 marks for Communication and Content and 1 
mark for Knowledge of Language.

Enrich your knowledge of language.
Examiner Comments

Practice how to answer questions.

Examiner Tip



19GCSE Arabic 5AR04 01

This was an excellent response that scored full marks.

Very able candidate who was able to produce a good level of response.
Examiner Comments
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This was a perfect answer. Candidate obtained full marks.

Candidate used dialect in their response, which made them lose marks.
They scored 2 marks for Accuracy, 4 marks for Communication and Content and 3 marks for 
Knowledge of Language.

An excellent essay.
Examiner Comments

Overall this was not a successful answer.
Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)

Question 2(b): An article about large families.

This was a very popular question.  Many managed to “draw on their own family experience”. 
Most candidates liked this question as it related to the majority of them. They showed their 
awareness, and point of views about having large families and wrote a good article stating 
the advantage and disadvantage of having or being in a large family. 

A few candidates made rather sincere comparison between their friends being in a 
small family to others in a large one. Some candidates were confused between family 
and extended family and spoke about aunts, uncles and cousins. The advantages and 
disadvantages were different, so those who wrote about large families highlighted problems 
with siblings, such as accommodation and the cost of bringing up a large number of children 
in the family. Others who wrote about uncles and aunts as part of their family highlighting 
different problems such as interference, control and jealousy. Despite all of these 
differences, all candidates agreed that the Arab society is characterised by large families.

It was obvious that candidates were familiar with the topic and many managed to talk about 
both the benefits and disadvantages of large families. Generally speaking, despite the many 
disadvantages of a being part of a big family, candidates were all for having a big family 
themselves in the future. They expanded well in their articles, using various simple and 
adequate levels of language.

This candidate gave a valid experience in addition to the advantages and disadvantages 
required by the question. This response scored full mark.

A well written essay, demonstrating excellent handwriting.
Examiner Comments
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The response included good, relevant material and scored reasonably well. The candidate 
lost some marks in Communication and Content for not mentioning certain requirements.

This response scored 3 marks for Accuracy, 13 marks for Communication and Content and 8 
marks for Knowledge of Language.

 

Despite scoring well, response was read 
with difficulty.

Examiner Comments

Work on spelling and handwriting.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate's response was mostly 
irrelevant and deviated from the 
question. It scored 2 mark for Accuracy, 
4 marks for Communication and 
Content and 3 marks for Knowledge of 
Language.

Examiner Comments

Using past papers when preparing for 
the exam would benefit candidates.

Examiner Tip
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Perfect essay, which can be used as a sample answer. It scored full mark.

Excellent command of Knowledge and 
Application of Language.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (c)
Question 2(c): Organising a sports day.

This was an excellent question and as popular as the sports themselves. It was chosen by 
a good number of candidates as they were asked to talk about organising a sports day. 
However a few failed to apply all the requirements of the question. Their planning for the 
sport day was mixed with the importance of the sports, or expressed their love for sport 
and the enjoyment people have whether watching or playing it.  They talked about the 
importance of sport especially in football more than organising it.

The question was however more demanding for some as the task was to organise the 
day rather than just describing it. More able candidates came up with a very detailed 
programme for the sport day. The programme contained dates, times, events taking into 
account First Aid and Health and Safety issues. There were good examples of expressing 
feelings and emotions about how they had felt in organising it.  Many candidates achieved 
full marks by producing excellent essays.

 Less able candidates wrote about their favourite sports, missed out on being the organiser 
of the programme so their answer failed to address the question.

Despite the untidy essay, this response managed to score full marks. It satisfied all the 
requirements of the question.

Candidate addressed all the required bullet points.
Examiner Comments
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This was an example of a pre-learnt essay. The candidate did not score well. The response 
scored 1 mark for Accuracy, 2 marks for Content and Communication and 1 mark for 
Knowledge of Language.

It is very important for candidates to 
realise what the question is asking 
them to do before answering. 

Examiner Comments

Pay more attention to the question 
requirements.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate’s response was too brief, therefore they were unable to secure high marks. 

They scored 2 marks for Accuracy, 5 marks 
for Content and Communication and 3 
marks for Knowledge of Language.

Examiner Comments

Spend more time in answering 
questions.

Examiner Tip
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This was a very good answer where the candidate gave most of the information required. 
They had satisfactory command of the language which obtained 4 marks Accuracy, 10 for 
Knowledge of Language and 15 for Content and Communication.

 

 

Very successful response.
Examiner Comments
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Question 2(d)
Question 2(d): Suggestions to improve school facilities.

This task was the second most popular task in section B.  It was about a request from the 
head teacher asking for suggestions to improve the facilities at school. A good number 
of candidates who chose this question produced a fair description of school facilities. 
Candidates demonstrated a clear demand of their own wishes to see changes in their own 
school. It was interesting to notice that they all have more or less the same wishes, whether 
in providing more computers, change lunch menus to healthy ones, or providing better 
sport halls. They also explained the importance and the impact these changes would have 
on their study.

It is worth mentioning that alongside the more traditional changes in technology and 
sporting facilities, canteens and food, there were ideas about efforts to recruiting good 
teachers and establishing extra-curricular clubs to engage candidates. There were very high 
standard answers to this question.  Some excellent suggestions for improved or added 
facilities included access for the disabled and swimming facilities and the use of technology. 
Some other suggestions were basic and not ambitious like having white boards instead of 
black ones. 

The response scored: A:1, CC:2, KL:1.
Examiner Comments

More relevant Arabic language writing 
is needed.

Examiner Tip
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This was very successful answer. The essay satisfied all the requirements of the question 
and had excellent command of Arabic language, obtaining full marks.

 

 

This essay was a perfect example that could be used for future reference.
Examiner Comments
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Very good command of language, where this candidate managed to address and comment 
on most of the question requirements. The score was 4 marks for Application, 13 marks for 
Content and Communication and 7 marks for Knowledge of Language.

The candidate understood the 
question and was able to communicate 
almost all the requirements of the 
question.

Examiner Comments

Pay more attention to all question 
requirements.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Candidates seemed to be more familiar with the layout of questions than previous 
years. However, they are reminded to read well into the questions before answering, so 
that they do not lose any of the information required by the questions.

• Candidates should not write pre-learnt past papers when answering the exam 
questions. Candidates are advised to avoid doing that as they will not secure full marks.

• Each question consists of a number of requirements. Candidates are advised that when 
the requirement of a question is presented in the plural form, then they are expected to 
produce more than one answer for that particular requirement to secure full marks.

• Candidates should use past papers when preparing for the exam.

• The use of English words should be avoided.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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