
GCSE 

Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report on the Units 
 
January 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1490/R/07J

 

  General Certificate of Secondary Education   GCSE 1490 

Applied Art and Design (Double Award) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
OCR (Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations) is a unitary awarding body, 
established by the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate and the 
RSA Examinations Board in January 1998. OCR provides a full range of GCSE, A 
level, GNVQ, Key Skills and other qualifications for schools and colleges in the 
United Kingdom, including those previously provided by MEG and OCEAC. It is also 
responsible for developing new syllabuses to meet national requirements and the 
needs of students and teachers. 
 
This mark scheme is published as an aid to teachers and students, to indicate the 
requirements of the examination. It shows the basis on which marks were awarded 
by Examiners. It does not indicate the details of the discussions which took place at 
an Examiners’ meeting before marking commenced. 
 
All Examiners are instructed that alternative correct answers and unexpected 
approaches in candidates’ scripts must be given marks that fairly reflect the relevant 
knowledge and skills demonstrated. 
 
Mark schemes should be read in conjunction with the published question papers and 
the Report on the Examination. 
 
OCR will not enter into any discussion or correspondence in connection with this 
mark scheme. 
 
© OCR 2007 
 
Any enquiries about publications should be addressed to: 
 
OCR Publications 
PO Box 5050 
Annesley 
NOTTINGHAM 
NG15 0DL 
 
Telephone: 0870 870 6622 
Facsimile: 0870 870 6621 
E-mail:  publications@ocr.org.uk 

 



 

CONTENTS 
 

General Certificate of Secondary Education 
 

Art & Design (Double Award) (1490) 
 
 
 

REPORT ON THE COMPONENTS 
 
 

Unit Content Page 
   
* Chief Examiner’s Report 2 
   
4860 2D and 3D Visual Language 2 
   
4861 Materials, Techniques and 

Technology 
3 

   
4862 Working to a Project Brief 4 
   
* Grade Thresholds 21 

 

 



 

 



         
 

Report on the Units
January 2007

 
 

 

 1



 
 
Report on the Units taken in January 2007 

 
Chief Examiner’s Report 

 
There is now an established pattern of predominantly 4862 entry for the January 
session.  There is consequently little comment that can be made for portfolio units 
4860 and 4861.  
 
Moderators reported no misunderstanding or misinterpretation of the specification 
requirements. The requirement to produce both 2D and 3D objects and evidence has 
clearly registered with the centres entering for this session. Moderators did not report 
any instances of entries which did not include some 3D elements. Centres are to be 
congratulated on their efforts to ensure the specification requirement for candidates to 
work in both 2D and 3D has been met. 
 
Work was presented in rank order and was clearly labelled. 
Centres are reminded that when following an holistic approach to the delivery of units 
1 and 2, it is important that assessment for each unit can be clearly tracked and that 
there is separate evidence for each unit. The same piece of work cannot be assessed 
twice for different units.  
 
 

Principal Moderator’s Report 
 

4860 - 2D & 3D Visual Language 
 
This unit is primarily concerned with the understanding and application of visual 
language. Candidates had been encouraged to develop this understanding both 
through their own practice, and through acquaintance with the work of established 
practitioners. 
 
Most candidates demonstrated some evidence that they had integrated some 
familiarity with the work of other practitioners into their own process. Acquaintance 
with practising designers and artists proved valuable for some candidates.   
 
Sound drawing skill was a characteristic of the more successful submissions. 
Observational drawing usually provided the basis of extended and worthwhile 
developments. 
 
Vocationality was usually designed into tasks and projects by the centre. Some 
candidates were able to expand and develop this aspect into relevant scenarios and to 
provide solutions which were appropriate or fit for purpose. Elsewhere, however, 
candidates had neglected to explore and capitalise on this aspect and had 
consequently compromised the vocational element. 
 
Annotation ranged from the informative and reflective to the descriptive and banal.   
Candidates had clearly been encouraged to collect relevant research material but at 
times had neglected to organise and analyse that same material. Judicious editing 
might, in some instances, have contributed to more coherent and persuasive 
submissions.  
 
Presentation was sometimes neglected and centres should be aware that this is an 
important ingredient of good communication as well as vocationality. 
 
It is encouraging to note that candidates are increasingly willing to explore the 
possibilities of ICT. This is an aspect of the designing process which not only 
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enhances presentation but can also extend the possibilities of a given brief 
significantly. 
 
 

4861 - Materials, Techniques and Technology 
 
This unit is concerned with the understanding and use of 2D and 3D materials. The 
underpinning skills learnt in this unit support the whole qualification. It is important that 
sufficient time is given to the delivery of this unit in order to enable candidates to be 
successful in other units. 
 
Centres are reminded that the qualification ‘is suitable for those wanting a broad 
background in Applied Art and Design. It enables candidates to make valid personal 
choices on completion of the qualification and to allow progression into art-related 
areas of employment.’ (www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/GCSEAppliedArtandDesign
(DoubleAward).htmls - Overview) 
 
The requirements for both the portfolio units are premised on the assumption that a 
candidate’s approach will develop during the course. Centres should allow for that 
maturing process and be aware that a candidate’s best interests might not be served 
by submitting work for external assessment too early in that development.  
 
Exposure to a broad range of materials and processes over a period of time is 
invaluable in developing a candidate’s knowledge and skill base. Successful 
submissions invariably demonstrate a degree of confidence, which can only be 
acquired by repetitive and sustained practice. Similarly, being aware of how other 
artists and craftspeople engage with and exploit materials can be of enormous benefit 
to a candidate’s developing appreciation of materials and processes. 
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General Certificate of Secondary Education 
Applied Art & Design (Double Award) 1490 

January 2007 Assessment Series 
 
 
Unit Threshold Marks 
 

Unit Maximum 
Mark 

A* A B  C D E F G U 

Raw 100 94 84 74 65 55 45 35 25 0 4860 
UMS 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0 
Raw 100 94 84 74 65 55 45 35 25 0 4861 
UMS 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0 
Raw 100 94 85 75 65 54 43 32 21 0 4862 
UMS 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0 

 
Entry Information 
 
Unit Total Entry 

 
91 4860 
40 4861 
516 4862 

 
Specification Aggregation Results 
 

GRADE A*A* AA BB CC DD EE FF GG UU 
UMS 270 240 210 180 150 120 90 60 0 
Cum % 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.5 2.5 5.0 12.5 25.0 100 

 
47 candidates were entered for aggregation this session 
 
For a description of how UMS marks are calculated see; 
www.ocr.org.uk/OCR/WebSite/docroot/understand/ums.jsp
 
Statistics are correct at the time of publication 
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