
 

Mark Scheme (Results) 
 
March 2013 
 
 
 
Functional Skills English 
 
Writing Level 2 
E203 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


 
Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 
 
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning company. 
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites 
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC qualifications. 
Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 
www.edexcel.com/contactus. 
 
 
If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help of a 
subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson.  
Their contact details can be found on this link: www.edexcel.com/teachingservices. 
 
 
You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at www.edexcel.com/ask. You will need 
an Edexcel username and password to access this service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 
Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in every 
kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been 
involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 
languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high standards 
and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more about how we can 
help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 2013 
Publications Code FC035019 
All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Pearson Education Ltd 2013 

 

http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


 

 
Task  
1 Indicative content 
  

General guidance on articles: 
As there is no set format for an article, if the response to a task fulfils 
the requirements and is functional, use the mark scheme to reward 
accordingly. 
 
In the article, the learner: 
 

• uses an appropriate tone for writing a magazine article 
• uses relevant organisation features, such as clear 

sections/paragraphing 
• gives detailed reasons why they think the chosen person is a 

good role model. 
NOTE 
Learners are free to choose anyone they think is a good role model.  
This could be a person known to them or a public figure.  

   
(15 marks) 

 

http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


 

 
Mark A: Form, communication and purpose 
0 No rewardable material. 

1-3 

• Presents appropriate information and develops ideas logically to a 
limited extent. 

• Basic ability to present complex ideas/information evident. 
• Uses language for specific purpose to a limited extent. 
• Uses a limited range of sentence structures with limited accuracy. 
• Makes limited use of paragraphing and other organisational features 

with basic accuracy. 
 

4-6 

• Presents appropriate information and develops ideas logically for 
some of the response. 

• Able to present complex ideas/information clearly and concisely with 
some lapses. 

• Uses language for specific purpose for some of the response. 
• Uses a range of sentence structures with some accuracy. 
• Makes some use of paragraphing and other organisational features 

with some accuracy. 
 

7-9 

• Presents appropriate information and develops ideas logically for 
most of the response. 

• Able to present complex ideas/information clearly and concisely, with 
occasional lapses. 

• Uses language for specific purpose throughout the response. 
• Uses a range of sentence structures accurately. 
• Makes consistent use of appropriate paragraphing and other 

organisational features with accuracy. 
 

 
Mark B: Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
0 No rewardable material. 

1-2 

• Uses spelling and grammar with limited accuracy, supporting 
meaning at a basic level. 

• Uses basic punctuation eg commas, apostrophes and inverted 
commas with limited accuracy. 

3-4 

• Uses spelling and grammar with some accuracy, supporting meaning 
some of the time. 

• Uses some punctuation eg commas, apostrophes and inverted 
commas correctly and appropriately. 

5-6 

• Use of spelling and grammar is mostly accurate, supporting meaning 
most of the time. 

• Uses a range of punctuation eg commas, apostrophes and inverted 
commas correctly and appropriately most of the time. 

 

http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


 

 
Task  
2 Indicative content  
  

General guidance on internet discussion: 
As there is no set format for contributions to internet discussion, if the 
response to a task fulfils the requirements and is functional, use the 
mark scheme to reward accordingly. 
 
In the contribution, the learner:  

• presents their views clearly 
• uses appropriate tone/Standard English when writing the 

contribution to the internet discussion.  
 
NOTE 
Learners may choose to write about the argument for, the argument 
against, or to cover both sides of the argument. All these responses 
could gain full marks if fit for purpose. 

 (10 marks) 
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Mark A: Form, communication and purpose 
0 No rewardable material. 

1-2 

• Presents appropriate information, developing ideas logically to a 
limited extent. 

• Basic ability to present complex ideas/information evident. 
• Uses language for the specific purpose, to a limited extent. 
• Makes use of a limited range of sentence structures with limited 

accuracy. 
• Makes limited use of paragraphing and other organisational features 

with basic accuracy. 

3-4 

• Presents appropriate information, developing ideas logically for some 
of the response. 

• Able to present complex ideas/information clearly and concisely with 
some lapses. 

• Uses language for the specific purpose, for some of the response. 
• Uses a range of sentence structures with some accuracy. 
• Makes some use of paragraphing and other organisational features 

with some accuracy. 

5-6 

• Presents appropriate information, developing ideas logically for most 
of the response. 

• Able to present complex ideas/information clearly and concisely with 
occasional lapses. 

• Uses language for the specific purpose throughout the response. 
• Uses a range of sentence structures accurately. 
• Makes consistent use of appropriate paragraphing and other 

organisational features. 
 
 
Mark B: Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
0 No rewardable material. 

1-2 

• Uses spelling and grammar with limited accuracy, supporting 
meaning at a basic level. 

• Uses basic punctuation eg commas, apostrophes and inverted 
commas with limited accuracy. 

3-4 

• Use of spelling and grammar is mostly accurate, supporting meaning 
most of the time. 

• Uses some punctuation eg commas, apostrophes and inverted 
commas correctly and appropriately most of the time. 
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Mapping to Functional Skills Coverage and Range for English Level 2 
 

Writing 
Skill Standard 
Write a range of texts, including extended written documents, communicating 
information, ideas and opinions, effectively and persuasively. 
Criterion 
Ref. no. 

Coverage Description No. of 
marks 

% 

L2.3.1 Q1 
Q2 

• Present information/ideas concisely, 
logically, and persuasively. 

15 60 

L2.3.2 Q1 
Q2 

• Present information on complex 
subjects clearly and concisely. 

L2.3.3 Q1 
Q2 

• Use a range of writing styles for 
different purposes. 

L2.3.4 Q1 
Q2 

• Use a range of sentence structures, 
including complex sentences, and 
paragraphs to organise written 
communication effectively. 

L2.3.5 Q1 
Q2 

• Punctuate written text using 
commas, apostrophes and inverted 
commas accurately. 

10 40 L2.3.6 Q1 
Q2 

• Ensure written work is fit for 
purpose and audience, with 
accurate spelling and grammar that 
support clear meaning in a range of 
text types. 

Total for Writing 25 100 
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