
 

Mark Scheme (Results) 
 
May 2012 
 
 
 
Functional Skills English 
 
Reading Level 2 
E202 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 
company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, 
vocational, occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further 
information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 
576 0027, or visit our qualifications website at www.edexcel.com. For 
information about our BTEC qualifications, please call 0844 576 0026, or visit our 
website at www.btec.co.uk. 
 
If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require 
the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service 
helpful.  
 
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:  
 
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/  
 
 
 
Alternatively, you can speak directly to a subject specialist at Pearson about 
Edexcel qualifications on our dedicated English telephone line: 0844 372 2188. 
 
Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 
Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe 
in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. 
We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 
countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for raising 
achievement through innovation in education. Find out more about how we can 
help you and your learners at: www.pearson.com/uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 2012 
Publications Code FC031535 
All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Pearson Education Ltd 2012 



 

Section A 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 Accept any reasonable answer based on the text. 
 
For example: 

• to argue that social networking sites / electronic 
media can cause problems 

• argument about the negative effects of social 
networking sites 

• to show the negative impact of social networking 
sites/electronic media 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 C - decreased since 1987 (1) 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 A - keep in touch with friends (1) 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 • make people more isolated/less face-to-face 
communication (1) 

• undermines people’s ability to learn social skills 
(1) 

• unable to read body language (1) 
• parents and children spend less time (talking) 

together (1) 
 
One mark for each correct answer, up to a maximum 
of two marks. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5  Fact  Opinion  
Social networking is the 
internet's biggest growth 
area. 

        

Parents spend less time 
with their children than 
they did a decade ago.  

        

25% of British children 
have their own computer 
by the age of 5. 

        

Social networking sites 
enrich our lives. 
 

        

Use of electronic media is 
higher in the UK than in 
the rest of Europe. 

        

New technology should 
make our life better. 

        

 
For 0 or 1 correct – 0 marks 
For 2 or 3 correct – 1 mark 
For 4 or 5 correct – 2 marks 
For 6 correct – 3 marks  
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6 Accept any reasonable answer about how the text 
might be biased, up to a maximum of two marks. 
 
Answers may refer to: 

• only gives Dr Sigman’s point of view 
• exaggerated / dramatic language  
• limited information about the nature of the 

research / studies considered  
• focuses only on negatives 
• selective use of statistics 
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Section B 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

7 Accept any reasonable answer based on the text. 
 
For example: 

• to give advice / tips on how to use social 
networking sites safely  

• to tell you how to use social networking sites 
safely  
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

8 Accept any reasonable answer about features that help 
to convey information based on the text, up to a 
maximum of three marks. 
 
Answers may include: 

• bullet pointed section 
• bold for key sentences / bold topic sentences / 

bold title / bold heading 
• use of underlining for emphasis / underlining of 

‘real world’ 
• use of block capitals to make statement stand 

out 
• concluding command 
• use of ‘you’ / direct address to the reader 
• rule of three 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

9 • teasing (1) 
• bullying (1) 
• picking on other people (1) 

 
One mark for each correct answer, up to a maximum 
of two marks. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

10 Report them 
 
One mark for a correct answer. 

(1) 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

11 Accept any reasonable answer about protecting your 
privacy based on the text up to a maximum of three 
marks.  
 
Answers may include: 

• don’t give away your date of 
birth/address/personal details 

• give as few contact details as possible 
• don’t refer to your school/place of 

work/favourite café 
• don’t accept every request (to be friends)/make 

sure you know the person 
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Section C 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

12 Ian (Essex) (1) 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

13 Peter (Southampton) (1) 
 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

14 Accept any reasons based on the chosen section of the 
text. Answers may include any of the reasons based on 
the contribution linked to the following ideas. 
 
Any option may be chosen but all reasons must refer 
only to the chosen option. 
 
Reasons for choosing Kat, New Cross: 

• social networking sites a way to make new 
friends 

• keep in touch with old friends 
• prevents loneliness 
• enables social life/talking to people when not 

face to face 
• true for all those living in remote places  
• family abroad 

 
Reasons for choosing Ian, Essex: 

• spent too much time on social networking sites 
• didn’t get out enough 
• competition to see who has the most friends 
• people being mean 
• posting stupid photographs 
• better to have a few ‘real’ friends 

 
Reasons for choosing Pete, Southampton: 

• balanced points / sees good and bad points 
about social networking sites 

• can lead to bullying 
• good way to keep in touch with people / 

organise social life 
• enjoys seeing friends photos / keeping up with 

news 
• careful with privacy settings 
• keeps password secret 
• doesn’t spend all free time on sites 
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