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Introduction 

Our moderators’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on centre’s assessment of 

moderated work, based on what has been observed by our moderation team. These reports include a 

general commentary of accuracy of internal assessment judgements; identify good practice in relation to 

evidence collation and presentation and comments on the quality of centre assessment decisions. This 

report also highlights areas where requirements have been misinterpreted and provides guidance to 

centre assessors on requirements for accessing higher mark bands. Where appropriate, the report will 

also signpost to other sources of information that centre assessors will find helpful. 

OCR completes moderation of centre-assessed work to quality assure the internal assessment 

judgements made by assessors within a centre. Where OCR cannot confirm the centre’s marks, we may 

adjust them to align them to the national standard. Any adjustments to centre marks are detailed on the 

Moderation Adjustments report, which can be downloaded from Interchange when results are issued. 

Centres should also refer to their individual centre report provided after moderation has been completed. 

In combination, these centre-specific documents and this overall report should help to support centres’ 

internal assessment and moderation practice for future series. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 

2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 

Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 

our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional, there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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General overview/Introduction 

Administration: 

The moderation process was able to run reasonably smoothly this year, but it was felt that some 

paperwork was missing from a number of centres. To help moderators further: 

• please complete and cross check the Centre Summary Form (GCW184). This is vital to avoid clerical 

errors 

• please collate all the work of individual candidates with a completed Candidate Record Sheet 

(CCS/436)   

• supply samples promptly when requested.  

Candidates who are absent on the day of examining any component should be given the opportunity to 

attempt a different topic or language paper.  If this is not possible then such candidates must be marked 

with A.  Candidates should be given 0 for a Language test or Roman Culture task when they produce a 

response which gains no credit under the marking criteria. 

Finally, moderators give feedback and advice to centres in the form of reports.  These are available from 

Examination Officers on results day. Centres are advised to consult these. 

 

Language tests  

There are four tests available. As the mark scheme is quite prescriptive, it was felt that they had been 

fairly marked.  

In the future, centres might consider: 

• entering candidates with different combinations of Test 1 and Test 2. Candidates are free to attempt 

as many different papers as the centre wishes, and thus enter a best mark 

• marking work in a different colour from candidates 

• carrying out internal moderation where appropriate. 

Candidates who did well generally did the 

following: 

Candidates who did less well generally did 

the following: 

• thought about each answer before writing 
down the response 

• used the Latin glosses to produce an 
accurate translation 

• offered varied derivations. 

• had many options crossed out before 
settling on one response 

• did not use the vocabulary and help 
provided 

• offered alternative and different 
responses or derivations separated by /. 
These cannot gain credit. 
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Roman Culture task(s) 

The assessment for R447 awards 20 marks for AO2 – demonstrating knowledge of Roman culture and 

30 marks for AO3 – understanding of and personal response to Roman culture.   

Centres are still tending to enter all candidates for the same title, whereas affording candidates a choice 

may encourage engagement by all.   

Titles beginning with “What” or “Describe” can limit the possibility to reach higher levels in AO3. Empathy 

titles such as “Imagine you have…” or “Imagine you are” may be less successful. There is a tendency for 

responses such as these to be descriptive and lack analysis. 

Misconception 

By “personal response” moderators would like to see an argument set out by the candidate. 
The argument may be personal and not be wholly reliable, but the candidate is developing 
skills to think about a question and to try and respond. Empathy tasks cannot always elicit 
these responses. 

 

More successful question words Less successful question words 

• how far 

• to what extent 

• explain why. 

• what (was...) 

• describe (a day at…) 

• imagine (you are…). 

 

For topics on material culture (such as the Roman Theatre), images of ancient material would be 

expected (as opposed to modern illustrations), with discussion tied into the response. Quotations would 

be expected of passages from classical authors. 

Responses over the word limit are felt to gain an unfair advantage in the assessment of detail offered. 

Responses considerably below 400 words (or 2 x 200) are self-limiting as well.   

Examples of good practice were many, such as the inclusion of a copy of the task or passage set and a 

bibliography.  Many centres gave an indication of the amount of material provided by the teacher and 

that derived from the candidates’ independent research. This was really helpful and is now expected.  

OCR support 

OCR is happy to advise on the suitability of Roman Culture titles.  It was good to see that 
centres which had approached OCR in advance and acted on the advice produced successful 
and engaging responses.  Please contact: classics@ocr.org.uk  
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More successful titles Less successful titles 

• “A Roman palace fit for a King”. How far 
does the decoration at Fishbourne Roman 
palace suggest this statement is true? 

This makes the decoration the focus and so the 
response can be successfully attempted in 400 
words 

• Gladiators- a source of entertainment or 
cruelty? 

This gives candidates an argument with two 
aspects to address within 400 words. 

• My life as a gladiator 

The response may be descriptive, limiting access 
to marks for AO3 
 

• What happened when…. 

The response may be very factual, but the 
analysis will be limited 
 

• Were slaves important to the Romans?  

This is very general as a title and could be 
narrowed down perhaps to domestic slaves and 
posed as how far or to what extent. 

 

Misconception 

For centres which enter candidates under code R447/01, the intention is that samples will  
be uploaded into the OCR Repository. Centres which enter candidates under code R447/02 
would be expected to send samples to moderators via the postal system. This year several 
centres entered candidates under the code R447/01 but in fact only two centres uploaded work 

to the repository. 

 

Avoiding potential malpractice 

Centres are advised to study and refresh their understanding of the requirements of the R447 

specification. 

• candidates are free to attempt as many different Language papers as the centre wishes, and thus 

enter a best mark, however candidates may not sit the same Language test as both a practice paper 

and live test 

• peer marking is not permitted 

• Language papers must not be returned to candidates to take home.  Nor should tests be 

returned to candidates in order for them to see mistakes and make corrections 

• OCR Entry Level Language Tests must not be used as internal centre examinations when feedback 

and results are required sooner than OCR’s releases results 

• the write up of the Roman Culture task(s) should be undertaken in the classroom under supervised 

conditions and not set as homework. 

 

Security 

Please make sure the continued security of the qualification for all by keeping all completed test papers 

and written pieces under secure conditions within the centre. All Language papers, including unused 

ones should be securely shredded in November and fresh copies downloaded for the new series. The 

test papers are live and should not be put into general recycling.  
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Helpful resources 

Centres might consider using source material offered by other classical qualifications: 

Latin GCSE Prescribed source booklet  

Classical Civilisation GCSE Prescribed visual sources 

Classical Civilisation GCSE Prescribed literary sources 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/latin-j282-from-2016/planning-and-teaching
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/classical-civilisation-j199-from-2017/planning-and-teaching
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/classical-civilisation-j199-from-2017/planning-and-teaching


If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish  
to consider one of our post-results services. For full information 
about the options available visit the OCR website. 

We send a weekly roundup to tell you about important updates.  
You can also sign up for your subject specific updates.  
If you haven’t already, sign up here.

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear directly from a  
senior assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our courses  
are delivered live via an online platform, so you can attend from  
any location.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page  
on our website or visit OCR professional development.

ExamBuilder is the question builder platform for a range of our 
GCSE, A Level, Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals 
qualifications. Find out more.

ExamBuilder is free for all OCR centres with an Interchange 
account and gives you unlimited users per centre. We need an 
Interchange username to validate the identity of your centre's first 
user account for ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account please contact your 
centre administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a 
username, or nominate an existing Interchange user in your 
department.

Post-results 
services

Keep up-to-date

OCR  
Professional 
Development

Signed up  
for ExamBuilder?

Supporting you

http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/professional-development/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/


Need to get in touch?

If you ever have any questions about OCR 
qualifications or services (including administration, 
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch 
with our customer support centre. 

Call us on 
01223 553998

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit
 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

 ocr.org.uk
 /ocrexams
 /ocrexams
 /company/ocr
 /ocrexams

We really value your feedback

Click to send us an autogenerated email about  
this resource. Add comments if you want to.  
Let us know how we can improve this resource or 
what else you need. Your email address will not be 
used or shared for any marketing purposes. 

          

OCR is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. 

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2022 Oxford Cambridge and 
RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels, 
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update 
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be 
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you 
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource freely if you keep the OCR logo and this small print intact and you acknowledge OCR as the originator of the resource.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications. 

I like this

I dislike this

I dislike this

Please note – web links are correct at date 
of publication but other websites may 
change over time. If you have any problems 
with a link you may want to navigate to that 
organisation’s website for a direct search.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder/
https://www.ocr.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ocrexams
https://twitter.com/ocrexams
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ocr/
https://youtube.com/ocrexams
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20the%20Summer%202022%20Moderators%27%20report%20Entry%20Level%20Latin%20R447/01/02
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20dislike%20the%20Summer%202022%20Moderators%27%20report%20Entry%20Level%20Latin%20R447/01/02
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