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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether
through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable
reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Unit 2 series overview

This series provided candidates with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of the pre-
production and planning process involved with a brief centred around planning an interactive animated
maths quiz aimed at primary school children. On the whole candidates were able to understand
audience and client requirements and identify the advantages and disadvantages of pre-production
documents and processes in relation to the brief.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally did the following: generally did the following:

¢ understood planning documentation that could | ¢ did not understand the format or contents of
be used to communicate initial ideas an asset log

e demonstrated they understood the difference | e did not demonstrate that other pre-production
between audience and client requirements materials would be needed to create an

e understood the purpose of a prototype. animated quiz alongside a storyboard.
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Section A overview

Once again, candidates had clearly been prepared successfully to work to a set brief. The majority of
candidates could identify and understand legal issues that need to be considered at the stage of pre-
production, project management tools and how to communicate initial ideas.

Question 1 (a) and (b)

1 (a) ldentify three assets that the team could use to create the interactive animation.

(b) Explain one potential consequence if the team do not consider all the assets needed to
complete the task.

In contrast to previous years, Question 1 (a) was not answered as successfully as expected. This is
because candidates were unable to identify the assets that would be required to create an animation and
instead listed hardware and software requirements. Some incorrect responses also included a list of
client requirements, which suggested that some candidates had been practising past papers and
expected that the first question would be about client or audience requirements.

Correct responses from the brief included music, links to educational content and colourful characters.
Responses to Question 1 (b) were more successful, with candidates explaining what would happen if
assets were not considered. Candidates were not penalised if they answered Question 1 (a) incorrectly if
the Question 1 (b) response was plausible.
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Misconception

Media assets are the elements that are central to the visual, aesthetic and sounds of a product.
Equipment and resources are the tools that are used to create and edit assets, such as
hardware and software. The categorisation of media assets can be found on websites such as
What are media assets? (promax.com)

Question 2

2 Identify and explain two audience requirements that need to be considered when designing
the animation interface.

Most candidates were able to correctly identify two audience requirements for Question 2 (a) with the
age of primary school children, the need for engagement and the necessity that the children were able to
learn from the animation cited and explained well.

Less successful responses tended to confuse audience requirements with client requirements. Centres
are reminded to demonstrate the explicit differences between the two when practising the review of set
briefs.
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Question 3 (a) and (b)

3 (a) Identify three planning tools that Jem Animation can use to show their initial ideas to
Daylight Education.

(b) Other than communicating ideas to the client, identify and explain one reason why Kofi
would need planning and pre-production tools to fulfil his job role.

For Question 3 (a) many responses demonstrated that candidates understood the difference between
planning materials that can be used to show initial ideas as opposed to documents that can be used
further down the pre-production process. Correct responses included mind map, mood board, blue sky
thinking and proposal/treatment.

Less successful responses included call sheets, storyboard and scripts that would be used after ideas
had been confirmed by the client and team. Therefore, centres should look at the different types of
documentation available and encourage candidates to look at when and how they might be used as part
of the pre-production process. For Question 3 (b) candidates were able to cite Kofi’s job role and explain
how documents could be used. Although this was not a requirement, the best responses were able to
link to Question 3 (a) and suggest why documents, such as wireframes and production schedules as
opposed to mind maps and mood boards, would be used by Kofi.
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Question 4

4 |dentify and explain two client requirements that will impact on Ben'’s job role.

For Question 4 most candidates were able to correctly identify how two client requirements would impact
Ben'’s job role with, for example, the six-month deadline and requirement for parental feedback through
the animation frequently cited.

Less successful responses tended to confuse client requirements with audience requirements. Centres
are reminded to demonstrate the explicit differences between the two when practising the review of set
briefs.
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Question 5

5 Jem Animation use project management tools to organise their activities and timescales.

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of two project management tools that Jem
Animation could use to organise their activities and timescales.

Project management tools 1

Whilst many responses to Question 5 demonstrated candidates had a clear understanding of project
management tools and systems available for creative teams to use, including Gantt charts, production
schedules and propriety systems such as Microsoft Teams and Monday.com, it was clear that some
candidates did not understand the difference between general planning and project management.

Less successful responses cited tools such as call sheets, mind maps and storyboards which are not
used to manage a full project. Centres are reminded to encourage candidates to look into the different
types of documentation available that can be used to manage and track a full production.

Assessment for learning

Ensure that candidates fully understand the different types of pre-production documentation

and when and how these are used. Centres should offer the opportunity to go through each

stage of the planning process. This could be done by setting a flow-chart task, labelling which

documents can be used at each stage and why. This could be linked to a set brief from a
previous exam session.
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Question 6

6 Identify and explain two legal issues that the team will need to consider before finalising
design ideas.

Many candidates were able to correctly identify two legal issues for Question 6, citing copyright issues,
intellectual property, privacy and libel. Benefit of the doubt was also given to offence and use of
inappropriate language, even though this would technically be an ethical issue, owing to the target
audience being primary age school children.

Overall, it was clear that centres had been encouraging candidates to explore a range of legal issues
when learning about the pre-production and planning processes when developing ideas for creative
projects.
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Question 7

7 Explain two advantages of creating a prototype of the interactive animation.

As with Question 6, Question 7 was answered extremely well. Candidates were fully able to explain why
creating prototype is advantageous and they were fully able to link it to the set brief. The most successful
responses explained that prototypes allowed the team to gather feedback so ideas could be changed,
show the client an early working animation and that any bugs or glitches in the animation could be
correctly before the launch date.
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Section B overview

Section B demonstrated that many candidates have the ability to produce pre-production documents that
they are familiar with, particularly if they studied the L2 Cambridge National in Creative iMedia where
concept art and visualisations are regularly used for mandatory coursework units. It was evident,
however, that candidates struggled to replicate more sophisticated pre-production documents, such as
asset logs. The extended response evaluation question proved to be well written in the main with
candidates able to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using the storyboard as part of the
pre-production and planning of an interactive animation.

Question 8

8 You are helping to plan the character design for Number Hero.

In the space below, draw a piece of concept art for one potential design for Number Hero.
Use the information in the brief.

Marks will be awarded for:
» content
« fitness for purpose

« justifications of decisions.

(8]

Many responses to this task were extremely impressive and it was clear that candidates have had
extensive practice in creating concept art. Some of the Number Hero designs were delightful and very
creative. As a recommendation, centres should remind candidates that annotations to justify decisions of
fithess for purpose and link to brief, as well as describing colour and aesthetics, should be detailed in
order to reach fulfil the requirements of the mark scheme and therefore the top marks.

12 © OCR 2023




Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Digital Media - Unit 2 - January 2023 Examiners’ report

Question 9

9 Inthe space provided, create an asset log that catalogues the different assets required for the
project, based on the information in the brief.

Marks will be awarded for:
» content

+ layout

+ fitness for purpose.

[10]

Responses to Question 9 were less successful and it was clear that some candidates have not had the
opportunity to look at the format, content or layout or content of an asset log. Some candidates confused
an asset log with a production schedule, mind map or call sheet, and others simply listed information,
such as equipment, that would be required to create an animation. As a recommendation, centres should
ensure that candidates have had the opportunity to investigate all the pre-production documentation on
the specification as part of teaching and learning for this unit.
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Question 10

10* Evaluate the effectiveness of creating a storyboard as part of the pre-production and planning
process for the interactive animation.

Use the content from the set brief to support your answer.
[20]

Most candidates clearly knew what a storyboard was used for and why it would be beneficial to use one
as part of the pre-production and planning process when creating an animation. Candidates had clearly
not only understood the content of storyboards but evidenced how each of the team members in Jem
Animation might incorporate using storyboards into their job role.

The best responses linked fully to the brief. As per the requirements of the question, other more
potentially appropriate documents needed as part of the process were suggested such as scripts,
navigation / site structure tools and prototypes were cited.

Less successful response did not link the use of a storyboard to the brief. It is recommended that
candidates do this, particularly on the extended response question to show their understanding of
working in a given production context

OCR support

for Unit 2 Pre-production and planning

@ To further support teaching and learning for Unit 2 LO4 please refer to the OCR delivery guide
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