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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Unit 2 series overview 
Centres had used the online resources provided by OCR to support the teaching and learning of Unit 2. 
Candidates were mostly clear about the requirements of the unit, understanding that they were working 
to a brief, and were prepared in the main for the vocational case study nature of the exam. However, in 
this session candidates displayed varied success when answering questions about the types of 
resources that would be needed to create a multimedia game, often confusing resources with assets 
(Q2). A number of candidates struggled to give answers to demonstrate they understand the key 
elements of a wireframe document (Q4a). Some candidates would have benefited from developing a 
more secure understanding of the difference between primary and secondary research (Q7) which is a 
key area of synopticity on the specification. However the responses to the extended response question 
were better than in previous series’, with clear evaluations made about the usefulness of user testing 
(Q10). 
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Section A overview 
In this series it was clear that many candidates were able to understand the brief and were clearly well 
prepared for the structure and style of the examination. There were some excellent responses in relation 
to how a production team share work, and candidates’ understanding of pre-production documents such 
as storyboards and scripts had improved. However, while some candidates gave excellent answers to 
questions that tested understanding of research methods, it is still clear that not all candidates 
understood secondary research methods in the context of both the brief and its importance in the pre-
production process. 

Question 1 (a) and (b) 

Question 1 (a) was mainly answered extremely well by candidates, with very few responses not gaining 
4 out of 4 marks. In Question 1 (b) candidates were able to choose one of their Question 1 (a) responses 
and clearly link this to creation of assets, teamwork or the creation of pre-production documents. 
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Question 2  

As discussed in the introductory overview, answers to this question were not always successful, with 
some responses confusing resources with assets. Answers that discussed specific equipment and 
software, including programs such as Adobe Illustrator and Unity, and production spaces such as a 
sound recording facility, were credited fully for their clear links to the set brief. 

Question 3 

Question 3 was mainly answered extremely well by candidates, with answers such as a storyboard, a 
script, and a visualisation diagram all credited. Pre-production documents such as risk assessments that 
do not clearly show ideas were not rewarded. 
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Question 4 (a) 

As discussed in the introductory overview, many candidates did not show understanding of wireframe 
documents.. Correct responses were those that discussed layout, image placement and navigation, with 
the best responses linking fully to the brief. 
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Question 4 (b) 

Many candidates were clear that the main assets that would be needed were an avatar, sound effects, 
buttons, and backgrounds. The best responses linked the fact that the children needed to be engaged 
and educated as suitable explanations in relation to the brief. Answers that cited pre-production 
documents such as a SWOT analysis, a proposal and a recce could not be credited as these are not 
assets that need to be created or sourced to produce the game. 

Question 5 (a) 

Candidates understood that a sequence for a quiz question could not be shown by a script or a mood 
board, and correct responses of a sitemap or mind map were given with suitable explanations as to why. 
The best answers discussed why their chosen document could show alternative responses. 
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Question 5 (b) 

This question clearly demonstrated that candidates understood how to collaborate when team members 
work in different locations. Many responses referenced email or Skype, with the best responses 
discussing specific collaborative software, such as Apollo. 

Question 6 

As discussed in the section overview, candidates showed clear understanding about the elements of a 
storyboard and a script and why they would be useful for planning the cut scenes of the game. As this 
question is an evaluation candidates could reference any other documentation that would be more or 
less suitable for the set question.  
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Question 7 

As with other series this question showed that some candidates are mixing up primary or secondary 
research. As a synoptic skill, centres need to make sure candidates are clear about the different 
secondary sources that are available to access when collating research for the set brief. Additionally 
some correct responses did not reference the question stem about finding research about the ways that 
children enjoy learning. However, those responses given full marks did show strong knowledge about 
ways to find this information, even commenting on reliability and validity of sources as part of their 
explanations. 



Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Digital Media - Unit 2 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

 11 © OCR 2019 

Section B overview 
In this series, candidates were not consistently clear that they are required to justify their ideas through 
annotations and links to the brief in order to reach the top marks in the questions that test their 
understanding of the content of planning documentation. However, it was pleasing to see that candidates 
were engaging with specific instructions, for example many visualisation diagrams had an actual 
Astronomy question with possible correct answers to show the navigation and outcomes of the quiz 
question page (Q9). Answers to the extended response question showed an overall improvement in the 
quality of evaluation and understanding that a pre-production document or process could be tested. 

Question 8 

This question required candidates to draw a piece of concept art for the main avatar of the game, and 
even though this task had not appeared in previous series candidates were fully able to draw appropriate 
astronauts many of which were creative and engaging. Successful responses fully addressed the 
requirements of both the brief and the question, showing movement and skills of the avatar; less 
successful responses were those that had no annotation to explain decisions. 

Question 9 

This required candidates to create what is essentially a visualisation diagram or flat plan for one of the 
quiz pages. As discussed in the section overview there were some excellent responses. Less successful 
responses did not show understanding of navigation and appropriate layout for a game question, and did 
not demonstrate that they understood how a diagram could show interactivity, such as identification of 
where the settings, help, home and back and forward buttons would be positioned. 



Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Digital Media - Unit 2 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

 12 © OCR 2019 

Question 10 

This extended response question tested candidates’ ability to evaluate the pre-production process of 
user testing, making it very specific to the set brief. The quality of evaluation has improved since last 
series. Centres are clearly giving opportunities for candidates to practice their discussion of pre-
production tasks. The best answers demonstrated clear understanding of the limitations of user testing 
based on the specific age group of the children, and the logistics of arranging the testing. In addition, 
such responses also placed importance on other methods of cheaper and less time-consuming planning 
and pre-production that could be used to evaluate the game, such as questionnaires. Less successful 
answers did not discuss the limitations of user testing or suggest any other planning activities that would 
be required to make sure that LiveWire produced a working game by the deadline that considered the 
client requirements. 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications. 

Mark grade boundaries

Find the grade boundaries for this series on the OCR website.

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website. 
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OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Support Centre

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

Vocational qualifications
Telephone 02476 851509
Facsimile	 02476 851633
Email vocational.qualifications@ocr.org.uk
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