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Introduction 

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge Pre-U, and to show 
how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment 
objectives.  

Cambridge Pre-U is reported in three bands (Distinction, Merit and Pass) each divided into three grades (D1, 
D2, D3; M1, M2, M3; P1, P2, P3).

In this booklet a range of candidate responses has been chosen to illustrate as far as possible each band 
(Distinction, Merit and Pass). Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths 
and weaknesses of the answers. 

For ease of reference the following format for each paper of the subject has been adopted:

Question

Mark Scheme or

Indicative Content

Example Candidate 

Response

Examiner Comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by Examiners.  This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where marks were awarded and how additional marks could have been obtained. In this 
way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still have to 
do to improve their grades.

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus and other teacher support materials are available on www.cie.org.uk.  
For past papers and Examiner Reports please contact CIE on international@cie.org.uk.
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Components at a Glance 

Component Name Duration
Weighting 

(%)
Type of Assessment

1 Speaking c. 16 minutes 25 Externally assessed oral

2 Reading & Listening
2 hours 

15 minutes
25 Externally set and marked written paper

3 Writing and Usage
2 hours 

15 minutes
25 Externally set and marked written paper

4 Topics and Texts
2 hours 

30 minutes
25 Externally set and marked written paper

This booklet contains a selection of example candidate responses and Examiner comments for Paper 2 
(Translation and Summary), Paper 3 (Discursive Essay) and Paper 4 (Topics and Texts).
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Paper 2  Reading and Listening 

Part I  Reading

 

Texto de lectura 3

13 Translate the following passage into Spanish. You may use words or phrases from the 
previous passage.

This attack on a royal residence has taken place at a difficult time for the Spanish monarchy. 
Recently two supporters of Catalan independence were sentenced to 15 months’ imprisonment 
for burning photos of the King and Queen of Spain. The Catalan authorities are hoping 
that this latest event is an isolated act unrelated to any political faction – either terrorist or 
anti-monarchist. Politicians of all parties have condemned the incident and have rejected any 
violent action that citizens might commit in the future.

Mark Scheme

Translation

One tick for each box, then see conversion table.

General marking principles for the transfer of meaning

• The correct information should be communicated.
• Any suitable alternative rendering can be accepted.
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Translation

Accept Reject
This attack Este ataque ese/esto
on a royal residence a / contra una residencia real la casa del Rey
has taken place ha tenido lugar
at a diffi cult time en una época / tiempo difícil
for the Spanish monarchy. para la monarquía española. por
Recently Recientemente
two supporters dos partidarios hinchas / soportadores
of Catalan independence de la independencia catalana
were sentenced fueron condenados
to 15 months’ imprisonment a 15 meses de cárcel
for burning photos por la quema de fotos para por quemando 
of the King and Queen of Spain. de los Reyes de España.
The Catalan authorities Las autoridades catalanas / de Cataluña
are hoping esperan / están esperando estan
that this latest event que este último acontecimiento
is sea es
an isolated act un acto aislado
unrelated to que no tenga relación / que no esté 

vinculado
missing subjunctive

any political faction - con ninguna facción política – (ningún 
grupo politico)

wrong use of ningun/
cualquier

either terrorist ni terrorista
or anti-monarchist. ni antimonárquica.
Politicians Los políticos Las políticas
of all parties de todos los partidos
have condemned han condenado han condenados
the incident el incidente
and have rejected y han rechazado han negado
any violent action cualquier acción violenta
that citizens que los ciudadanos / la gente
might commit puedan cometer
in the future. en el futuro.

Conversion table

Number of ticks  Mark
28–30 10
25–27 9
22–24 8
19–21 7
16–18 6
13–15 5
10–12 4

7–9 3
4–6 2

3 1
0–2 0

 [10 marks]
 (AO2)
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Part II  Listening

Texto auditivo 3

EL DIVORCIO EN ESPAÑA

29 Listen to the interview and summarise its content according to the bullet points provided in 
no more than 100 words in English. You should mention:

• recent trends in divorce in Spain
• the reasons why clients approach a lawyer
• the lawyer’s role
• why it is difficult for a lawyer to evaluate the reasons for the break-up
• the positions of the Church and the Government.

Mark Scheme

Summary

The exercise is marked positively.  Continuous prose is not necessary.  Bullet points are acceptable.  The 
summary should be approximately 100 words long.  Short summaries will be self-penalising.  Long summaries 
will not be marked beyond the next natural break between 100 and 110 words. 

Candidates should provide a selection of information from the following:

• more and more people are getting divorced
• it is possible to divorce directly without a prior legal separation
• divorces between single-sex couples are starting

• clients seek information
• they want to know their rights and obligations

• divorce is a personal matter
• it is not the lawyer’s role to encourage or dissuade clients
• but to inform and advise once the decision has been made

• the lawyer usually only deals with one half of the couple
• that person will give their own version of events

• the Church fears for the disintegration of the traditional family
• the Government has an opposing position
• both positions stem from and fi t in with their ideologies
• they are both legitimate points of view

Maximum 2 marks for each bullet point
 [10 marks]
 (AO1)
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Transcript

M: Entrevista con África Viciana, abogado del Despacho Jurídico de Familia.

M: ¿Qué progresión ha seguido el divorcio en los últimos años en España?

F: Según las estadísticas cada vez se divorcia más gente.  Hay que tener en cuenta que en la actualidad 
se puede acceder al divorcio directo sin necesidad de tener que tramitar una separación legal previa 
y que aunque no existen muchos casos, se están empezando a tramitar divorcios entre personas del 
mismo sexo.

M: ¿Tratáis de disuadir a las parejas que quieren separarse?

F: Las personas que vienen al despacho por regla general vienen con ansia de información, quieren saber 
cuáles son sus derechos y deberes, pero la decisión de separarse o divorciarse siempre es personal y 
considero que no es labor de un abogado animar o disuadir a alguien para hacerlo.  Nuestra labor es 
informar o asesorar una vez que el cliente ha tomado la decisión.  

M: Con tu experiencia profesional en la mano, ¿por dónde suele pincharse el globo del amor en las 
parejas españolas?

F: Es muy difícil valorar por qué una pareja ha fracasado, sobre todo teniendo en cuenta que en la 
mayoría de las ocasiones el abogado solamente se relaciona con una parte de la pareja que, como es 
normal, da su versión de lo sucedido.

M: ¿Qué opinas de la postura de la Iglesia española y del Gobierno respectivamente?

F: La Iglesia advierte del peligro de la desestructuración de la familia tradicional y el Gobierno tiene una 
postura contraria.  Creo que ambas posturas parten de sus respectivas ideologías y son coherentes 
con ellas.  Son dos puntos de vista legítimos.

R: This is the end of the recorded material.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction (D1)

Reading: Translation 



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 11

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Listening: Summary
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Examiner Comment 

Reading

This is a very strong performance.  For the translation, the candidate writes in excellent Spanish language.  
There has been intelligent identification of the lexical items from the previous Reading passage and 
successful manipulation of the lexis and structures.  There are some excellent expressions, such as fueron 
condenados, por haber quemado, sea terrorista o antimonarquista, han rechazado, que los ciudadanos 
cometan en el futuro, etc.  There are a couple of minor errors, such as isolado for aislado, todos partidos 
instead of todos los partidos, but these are not enough to prevent the candidate scoring the full 10 marks for 
this translation.  

Listening

Similarly, the candidate has produced an excellent Listening summary.  All of the information required has 
been provided, and in sophisticated English language that makes the information a pleasure to read.  This 
candidate scored the full 20 marks available for these two exercises and, if allied to similar outcomes on the 
other excercises, this performance would certainly be of a D1 standard.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction

Reading: Translation 
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Listening: Summary 

Examiner Comment 

Reading

This candidate gained the marks for translating 20 of the 30 boxes in a suitable way. The candidate correctly 
identified some of the lexical items from the previous Reading passage, such as la monarquía, el incidente, 
el ataque, fotografías, etc. and introduced other items correctly, e.g.  recientemente, han condenado, etc.  
Nevertheless, there were some errors in the  Spanish lexis, such as imprisión, and incorrect genders, e.g. 
los autoridades catalanes.  Whilst the candidate successfully produced subjunctive forms, such as sea and 
cometan, other verb forms were not correct, such as para quemando for por quemar and han reyectado for 
han rechazado. Nevertheless, this is a good translation overall and the candidate scored 7 out of the possible 
10 marks. 

Listening

In the second exercise, the Listening summary gained 8 marks.  The candidate gave most of the information 
that was required, losing just two marks.  The first was in the first bullet point.  Although the candidate 
stated that ‘more and more people are getting divorced’, this was invalidated by wrong information 
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‘sometimes without help of a lawyer’.  Incorrect information can invalidate a point of information made.  The 
second point was lost in the second bullet point through not giving enough information.  Nevertheless, this 
is a good summary and the mark of 15 out of 20 for the two exercises represents a standard which, if allied 
to a similar performance in the remainder of the paper, would be worthy of the Distinction band.

Example Candidate Response – Merit

Reading: Translation 
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Listening: Summary 
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Examiner Comment 

Reading

This candidate was awarded a mark for 17 of the 30 possible sections of the translation.  The candidate 
attempted to re-use some of the lexical items from the previous Reading passage, and some sensible 
attempts at paraphrasing to avoid unknown words (Algunos días antes was judged just acceptable, as 
was un acto individual), and the re-use of the phrase in contra la Casa del Rey was just allowable as an 
expression of ‘anti-monarchist.’ However, some of the borrowing from the previous text, such as Infanta, 
could not be rewarded; likewise, there were some words well borrowed which could not be accepted 
because of a basic error of grammar (Los autoridades catalán).   The use of English words such as political 
was also unacceptable, for obvious reasons, and there were small errors, such as que los ciudadano, which 
meant that a phrase could not be credited. Overall, this was a fair attempt: the candidate’s final mark was 6 
out of 10 for the translation.  

Listening

In the Listening summary the Spanish material was understood quite well and the summary provided was 
concise and clear, although there were significant omissions.  The candidate grasped one of the elements 
of the first bullet point, but did not express the precise significance of the other two. On the second bullet 
point, one element was missed, and on the third, the candidate was given the benefit of the doubt, and one 
mark.  In the fourth bullet point there was also one misunderstood, or possibly over-extrapolated, element.  
Two of the four available elements were clearly and fully rendered for the final point, and both marks could 
be awarded. 

This was a creditable approach to the task, gaining 6 marks, and the total mark of 12 out of 20 on these two 
exercises represents a standard which, if allied to a similar performance in the remainder of the paper, would 
allow the candidate to approach the border between the Merit and Distinction bands.
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Example Candidate Response – Merit

Reading: Translation 
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Listening: Summary 
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Examiner Comment 

Reading

The working total for the translation is 30 and this candidate was awarded a mark for 16 of the boxes.  The 
candidate correctly identified some of the lexical items from the previous Reading passage, such as el 
incidente, el ataque, fotografías, etc. and introduced other items correctly, e.g. en el futuro, recientemente, 
han rechazado, etc.  Nevertheless, there are some examples of weak Spanish writing, such as using 
an English word ‘royal’; missed subjunctives, e.g. es for sea, and poderan for puedan; incorrect verb 
forms, such as ha condenaron for han condenado, etc.  The candidate’s final mark was 6 out of 10 for the 
translation.  

Listening

The candidate also scored 6 marks for the Listening summary.  The Spanish material was understood 
quite well and the candidate provided a concise summary in English.  The candidate scored full marks 
for the first two bullet points but misunderstood the word animar for the third.  This means ‘encourage’ 
and not ‘animate’ here.  The information for the fourth bullet point was totally missed and for the final 
point the candidate misunderstood advierte, thinking it meant ‘advertises’, when it meant ‘warns against’.  
Nevertheless, the candidate gave a creditable performance and the total mark of 12 out of 20 on these two 
exercises represents a standard which, if allied to a similar performance in the remainder of the paper, would 
be worthy of the Merit band.
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Example Candidate Response – Merit

Reading: Translation 
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Listening: Summary 
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Examiner Comment 

Reading

This candidate was awarded a mark for 10 of the 30 possible sections of the translation.  The candidate 
made a reasonable attempt to re-use some of the lexical items from the previous Reading passage, with 
varying success: un Casa del Rey  was not accepted, but independentismo catalán  was well borrowed. 
At times the re-use of language failed because of misunderstanding of the original, as in the attempt to 
use desvincula.  The task presented some major difficulties, which were not adequately met by the use 
of adapted English words such as suportores, rejectado and comitar.  The candidate made some sensible 
attempts at re-use of lexis and paraphrasing to avoid unknown words, but these were often let down 
through problems with basic grammar (e.g.  han condenando, las autoridades catalán, he pasado, las 
personas del ciudad).   The candidate’s final mark was 4 out of 10 for the translation.  

Listening

In the Listening summary the Spanish material was understood quite well and the summary provided was 
concise and clear.  The candidate scored full marks for the first two bullet points, despite misunderstanding 
one aspect.  On the third bullet point,  only one of the ideas was picked out from three available.  Likewise, 
on the fourth the candidate identified only one aspect of the lawyer’s role.  In the last bullet point there was 
ample information to use, but the candidate’s expression of the Church’s position lacked sufficient precision, 
and only 1 mark was scored, for the correct reference to the Government.

This was a creditable approach to the task, and the total mark of 11 out of 20 on these two exercises 
represents a standard which, if allied to a similar performance in the remainder of the paper, would be 
worthy of the Merit band.
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Example Candidate Response – Pass/Merit

Reading: Translation 
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Listening: Summary 

Examiner Comment 

Reading

This script scored 3 out of 10 marks for the translation.  The candidate attempts to translate the whole 
passage and leaves no gaps, and some of the translated phrases are correct enough to gain marks, e.g. 
los ciudadanos, sea, han condenado, etc.  However, the overall performance is affected by difficulty that 
the candidate encounters in writing sufficiently correct Spanish.  The errors include spelling mistakes such 
as resedencia and monarchía; use of English words, such as ‘royal’; invented words based on English 
equivalents, e.g. rejectado and isolidado; wrong verb forms, such as podría commir for puedan cometer; and 
other errors, such as esto ataque.  
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Listening 

The second exercise, the Listening summary, is better. The candidate clearly understood the material and 
scored 6 out of the 10 marks available.  Each bullet point has a maximum of 2 marks.  Whilst the candidate 
gave enough information to be awarded the marks for the first two bullet points, there was no specific 
information for the third point.  The response to bullet point 4 gained one mark but not the second, as there 
was no mention of ‘that person will give their version of events’.  The final point gained one mark as too 
much irrelevant information was given, rather than the specific points required.  Nevertheless, the candidate 
made a creditable attempt and this mark of 6 compensates for the lower mark of 3 for the translation.  So, 
together, the total of 9 scored on these two exercises would probably help the candidate to achieve the 
standard of Pass, and possibly Merit, overall on the paper.
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Paper 3  Writing 

Part I

Part I: Discursive Essay (40 marks)
Question

1  Responde en español a UNA de las siguientes preguntas.  Las redacción debe tener entre 350 y 450 
palabras.

(e) “Los alimentos genéticamente modificados traerán más problemas que soluciones.” Discute 
esta afirmación.

Mark Scheme

• Accuracy and linguistic range (24 marks) [AO2]
• Development and organisation of ideas (16 marks) [AO3]

Accuracy and linguistic range

22–24 Excellent Almost fl awless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Good sense of idiom.

18–21 Very good Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. Some 
sense of idiom.

14–17 Good Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence patterns. 

10–13 Satisfactory
Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex language 
attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of vocabulary, but some 
repetition.

6–9 Weak Persistent errors may impede communication. Simple and repetitive sentence patterns. 
Limited vocabulary. 

1–5 Poor Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Inaccuracy often impedes communication. 
Very limited vocabulary.

0 No relevant material presented.

Development and organisation of ideas

15–16 Excellent Implications of question fully grasped. Ideas and arguments very effectively 
organised, illustrated with relevant examples. Wholly convincing.

12–14 Very good Most implications of question explored. Ideas and arguments well organised, 
illustrated with relevant examples. Coherent argument. 

9–11 Good Main implications of question explored. Organisation generally clear but lacking 
coherence in places. Some relevant examples. Some ability to develop argument.

6–8 Satisfactory Some implications of question explored. Patchy or unambitious organisation, but 
with some attempt at illustration. Some irrelevant material.

3–5 Weak Limited understanding of question. A few relevant points made. Rambling and/or 
repetitive. Ideas and arguments poorly developed. 

1–2 Poor Minimal response. Implications of question only vaguely grasped. Very limited 
relevant content. Disorganised, unsubstantiated and undeveloped. 

0 No relevant material presented.
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Indicative Content

Candidates are free to interpret the question in any way they wish.  The following notes are not intended 
to be prescriptive but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to the 
question. They are by no means exhaustive.

Candidates should discuss whether they think that genetically modifi ed food has a harmful effect on humans 
and justify their opinions. They would be expected to give particular examples. Some candidates could discuss 
whether genetic manipulation is morally justifi ed. They could argue that economically it is a viable solution for 
poor areas.  A clearly expressed conclusion is to be expected.

Example Candidate Response – Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This is a good response in which the candidate has understood the scope of the question and produced an 
essay which is a coherent, interesting read. The ideas it contains are presented in a convincing manner, and the 
points of view are freely expressed and well supported: this feels like a genuinely creative piece of writing. 
There is a contrasting range of ideas, expressed without ambiguity in a very compelling argument. 

The language used includes, in the first instance, a wide and realistic range of appropriate vocabulary, with 
some use of idiom. There is some confident control and fluent deployment of complex structures (e.g. 
hasta que sepamos), and there are also some examples of clever use of a variety of registers (e.g. el punto 
flaco). This is a performance which lies clearly within the broad Distinction band, and, with a similar level of 
achievement in the remainder of the paper, would lift the candidate to within reach of D1 standard.

Accuracy and linguistic range 22/24 
Development and organisation of ideas 15/16 
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction 
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Examiner Comment

This is a very strong performance. The essay presents a thoroughly coherent point of view, with excellent 
use of examples in the development of a very convincing argument.  The expression of opinion contains a 
genuinely personal reaction which is convincing in the way it is developed. 

A wide range of appropriate vocabulary is used throughout the essay (e.g. sequías, tormentas, inundaciones) 
and a high standard of accuracy is achieved.  One can say that the essay reads well as a text in itself.  It is 
not a faultless answer, in that the introduction fails to offer a completely clear focus on the question and the 
conclusion addresses it in what is really a rather general manner: however, the clear paragraph structure, 
and language markers (e.g. empecemos por considerar, por otra parte, además, para concluir etc.), add 
consistently to the sense of progression.  This piece comfortably achieves the standard necessary to fall 
close to the top of the broad Distinction band.

Accuracy and linguistic range 21/24
Development and organisation of ideas 15/16 
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Question

1  Responde en español a UNA de las siguientes preguntas.  Las redacción debe tener entre 350 y 450 
palabras.

(a) “Hoy en día la gente se preocupa demasiado por el dinero” ¿Estás de acuerdo? Justifica tu 
respuesta.

Mark Scheme

• Accuracy and linguistic range (24 marks) [AO2]
• Development and organisation of ideas (16 marks) [AO3]

Accuracy and linguistic range

22–24 Excellent Almost fl awless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Good sense of idiom.

18–21 Very good Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. Some 
sense of idiom.

14–17 Good Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence 
patterns. 

10–13 Satisfactory
Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex language 
attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of vocabulary, but some 
repetition.

6–9 Weak
Persistent errors may impede communication. Simple and repetitive sentence 
patterns. 
Limited vocabulary. 

1–5 Poor
Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Inaccuracy often impedes 
communication. 
Very limited vocabulary.

0 No relevant material presented.

Development and organisation of ideas

15–16 Excellent Implications of question fully grasped. Ideas and arguments very effectively 
organised, illustrated with relevant examples. Wholly convincing.

12–14 Very good Most implications of question explored. Ideas and arguments well organised, 
illustrated with relevant examples. Coherent argument. 

9–11 Good Main implications of question explored. Organisation generally clear but lacking 
coherence in places. Some relevant examples. Some ability to develop argument.

6–8 Satisfactory Some implications of question explored. Patchy or unambitious organisation, but 
with some attempt at illustration. Some irrelevant material.

3–5 Weak Limited understanding of question. A few relevant points made. Rambling and/or 
repetitive. Ideas and arguments poorly developed. 

1–2 Poor Minimal response. Implications of question only vaguely grasped. Very limited 
relevant content. Disorganised, unsubstantiated and undeveloped. 

0 No relevant material presented.
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Indicative Content

Candidates are free to interpret the question in any way they wish.  The following notes are not intended 
to be prescriptive but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to the 
question. They are by no means exhaustive.

This essay offers candidates an open-ended question which could be answered in many different ways.  
Some could discuss whether the obsession of our society with money is benefi cial, detrimental, or even 
morally acceptable.  They could discuss the importance of moral values in society. They could write about 
the impact that fascination with money has on the average citizen.  They might wish to provide examples of 
different approaches to money.  A clearly expressed conclusion is to be expected.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction 
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Examiner Comment

The content is generally of a good standard, revealing a coherent understanding of the task. The essay has a 
good introduction, although perhaps the examples offered are not the best to illustrate the points made (e.g. 
el suicidio en Hong Kong). A more balanced exposition of the two sides of the argument might be expected.  
Although there is evidence of evaluation and personal reaction, it is not always presented and organised to 
full persuasive effect, and at times tends towards the repetitive.  

There is a good range of stucture which includes some complex sentence patterns, with a relatively 
good use of the subjunctive mood.  A conclusion which more clearly summed up the issues, and made 
recommendations or predictions related to the exposition, would have improved the outcome still further.  
The performance on this exercise can be regarded as probably falling just within the broad Distinction band, 
close to the borderline between Merit and Distinction.  The actual result would depend on the quality of the 
candidate’s response to the exercises in the remainder of the paper.

Accuracy and linguistic range 16/24
Development and organisation of ideas 12/16
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Question

1  Responde en español a UNA de las siguientes preguntas.  Las redacción debe tener entre 350 y 450 
palabras.

(e) “Los alimentos genéticamente modificados traerán más problemas que soluciones.” Discute 
esta afirmación

Mark Scheme

• Accuracy and linguistic range (24 marks) [AO2]
• Development and organisation of ideas (16 marks) [AO3]

Accuracy and linguistic range

22–24 Excellent Almost fl awless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Good sense of idiom.

18–21 Very good Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. Some 
sense of idiom.

14–17 Good Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence 
patterns. 

10–13 Satisfactory
Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex language 
attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of vocabulary, but some 
repetition.

6–9 Weak
Persistent errors may impede communication. Simple and repetitive sentence 
patterns. 
Limited vocabulary. 

1–5 Poor
Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Inaccuracy often impedes 
communication. 
Very limited vocabulary.

0 No relevant material presented.

Development and organisation of ideas

15–16 Excellent Implications of question fully grasped. Ideas and arguments very effectively 
organised, illustrated with relevant examples. Wholly convincing.

12–14 Very good Most implications of question explored. Ideas and arguments well organised, 
illustrated with relevant examples. Coherent argument. 

9–11 Good Main implications of question explored. Organisation generally clear but lacking 
coherence in places. Some relevant examples. Some ability to develop argument.

6–8 Satisfactory Some implications of question explored. Patchy or unambitious organisation, but 
with some attempt at illustration. Some irrelevant material.

3–5 Weak Limited understanding of question. A few relevant points made. Rambling and/or 
repetitive. Ideas and arguments poorly developed. 

1–2 Poor Minimal response. Implications of question only vaguely grasped. Very limited 
relevant content. Disorganised, unsubstantiated and undeveloped. 

0 No relevant material presented.
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Indicative Content

Candidates are free to interpret the question in any way they wish.  The following notes are not intended 
to be prescriptive but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to the 
question. They are by no means exhaustive.

Candidates should discuss whether they think that genetically modifi ed food has a harmful effect on humans 
and justify their opinions. They would be expected to give particular examples. Some candidates could discuss 
whether genetic manipulation is morally justifi ed. They could argue that economically it is a viable solution for 
poor areas.  A clearly expressed conclusion is to be expected.

Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Examiner Comment

The candidate makes some effort to address the topic, to support the ideas offered with examples, and to 
arrive at a clear conclusion.  The essay has a logical overall structure and the language communicates the 
ideas with general clarity, although not always with precision.  The content is fairly unsophisticated, and the 
expression and linking of ideas remains at a fairly basic, although also fairly accurate, level.

There is evidence of lexical preparation for this general topic, but also of areas of grammatical weakness: 
ser/estar usage, confusion over subject/verb agreement, and above all, a degree of uncertainty about 
when to use the subjunctive mood.  The overall impression is somewhat affected by the errors, but the 
communication of ideas is successful. 

The piece is at a standard appropriate to the broad Merit band for this task: the outcome on the paper as a 
whole would depend on the candidate’s performance on the structural exercises in Part II (Usage). 

Accuracy and linguistic range 12/24
Development and organisation of ideas 9/16 
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Question

1  Responde en español a UNA de las siguientes preguntas.  Las redacción debe tener entre 350 y 450 
palabras.

(c) “No hay lugar para la violencia en el deporte” ¿Estás de acuerdo? ¿Por qué (no)?

Mark Scheme

• Accuracy and linguistic range (24 marks) [AO2]
• Development and organisation of ideas (16 marks) [AO3]

Accuracy and linguistic range

22–24 Excellent Almost fl awless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Good sense of idiom.

18–21 Very good Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. Some 
sense of idiom.

14–17 Good Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence 
patterns. 

10–13 Satisfactory
Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex language 
attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of vocabulary, but some 
repetition.

6–9 Weak
Persistent errors may impede communication. Simple and repetitive sentence 
patterns. 
Limited vocabulary. 

1–5 Poor
Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Inaccuracy often impedes 
communication. 
Very limited vocabulary.

0 No relevant material presented.

Development and organisation of ideas

15–16 Excellent Implications of question fully grasped. Ideas and arguments very effectively 
organised, illustrated with relevant examples. Wholly convincing.

12–14 Very good Most implications of question explored. Ideas and arguments well organised, 
illustrated with relevant examples. Coherent argument. 

9–11 Good Main implications of question explored. Organisation generally clear but lacking 
coherence in places. Some relevant examples. Some ability to develop argument.

6–8 Satisfactory Some implications of question explored. Patchy or unambitious organisation, but 
with some attempt at illustration. Some irrelevant material.

3–5 Weak Limited understanding of question. A few relevant points made. Rambling and/or 
repetitive. Ideas and arguments poorly developed. 

1–2 Poor Minimal response. Implications of question only vaguely grasped. Very limited 
relevant content. Disorganised, unsubstantiated and undeveloped. 

0 No relevant material presented.
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Indicative Content

Candidates are free to interpret the question in any way they wish.  The following notes are not intended 
to be prescriptive but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to the 
question. They are by no means exhaustive.

The topic of sport and violence could be approached from a number of angles, which might ultimately centre 
on the confl ict between sportsmanship and the competition between fan clubs.  Candidates should provide 
particular examples taken from any country.  Some candidates might argue in favour of or against the 
reporting that these incidents receive in the press. A clearly expressed conclusion is to be expected.

Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

The essay contains a creditable attempt to express a fairly original point of view, revealing some 
understanding of the task and relevant reflection.  The structure of the essay is reasonably clear, and the 
reader is aided by a generally appropriate introduction, conclusion and paragraph structure. However the 
development of the ideas appears at times to be hampered by a lack of planning and organisation. 

Although some complex sentences are attempted, there is a limited range of language and sentence 
structure that leaves the writing at times repetitive and less adventurous than it might be.  Tenses are used 
quite effectively, but there is a tendency towards errors which arise from a lack of care rather than from 
linguistic ambition (e.g. pequeno / el mundo political / la tragedia del juegos olimpicos de Munich).  The effect 
of some fairly good ideas and examples is thus lessened by the way in which they are presented, and a final 
effort in terms of proofreading might well have eliminated such mistakes, leaving the reader with a better 
impression overall.

This performance on this exercise represents a standard at approximately the borderline between the broad 
Pass and Merit bands, probably falling slightly below the boundary.  The final outcome on the paper will 
depend on the quality of the candidate’s response to the remaining exercises.

Accuracy and linguistic range 10/24
Development and organisation of ideas 6/16
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Question

1  Responde en español a UNA de las siguientes preguntas.  Las redacción debe tener entre 350 y 450 
palabras.

(b) “Las cosas más importantes de la vida no se aprenden en la escuela.” ¿Qué opinas tú de este 
tema?

Mark Scheme

• Accuracy and linguistic range (24 marks) [AO2]
• Development and organisation of ideas (16 marks) [AO3]

Accuracy and linguistic range

22–24 Excellent Almost fl awless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Good sense of idiom.

18–21 Very good Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. Some 
sense of idiom.

14–17 Good Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence 
patterns. 

10–13 Satisfactory
Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex language 
attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of vocabulary, but some 
repetition.

6–9 Weak
Persistent errors may impede communication. Simple and repetitive sentence 
patterns. 
Limited vocabulary. 

1–5 Poor
Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Inaccuracy often impedes 
communication. 
Very limited vocabulary.

0 No relevant material presented.

Development and organisation of ideas

15–16 Excellent Implications of question fully grasped. Ideas and arguments very effectively 
organised, illustrated with relevant examples. Wholly convincing.

12–14 Very good Most implications of question explored. Ideas and arguments well organised, 
illustrated with relevant examples. Coherent argument. 

9–11 Good Main implications of question explored. Organisation generally clear but lacking 
coherence in places. Some relevant examples. Some ability to develop argument.

6–8 Satisfactory Some implications of question explored. Patchy or unambitious organisation, but 
with some attempt at illustration. Some irrelevant material.

3–5 Weak Limited understanding of question. A few relevant points made. Rambling and/or 
repetitive. Ideas and arguments poorly developed. 

1–2 Poor Minimal response. Implications of question only vaguely grasped. Very limited 
relevant content. Disorganised, unsubstantiated and undeveloped. 

0 No relevant material presented.
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Indicative Content

Candidates are free to interpret the question in any way they wish.  The following notes are not intended 
to be prescriptive but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to the 
question. They are by no means exhaustive.

This essay centres on the difference between the usefulness of things which are learnt at school and those 
learnt through experience in life. They could say that with the current changes in society the education 
system is inadequate and that “formal” learning needs to accommodate itself to the demands of society.  
Candidates might wish to show their awareness of people who have succeeded without “formal” education. 
Others could highlight differences in career prospects as a result of getting a degree.  A clearly expressed 
conclusion is to be expected.
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Example Candidate Response – Below Pass
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Examiner Comment

The content of this essay suggests that the candidate has a limited understanding of the scope of the topic, 
but there is a fairly competent introduction and some of the implications of the question are addressed.  The 
essay offers some evidence in support of its basic line of argument, but this is not thoroughly developed, 
and the evaluation is not clearly focused on the question.  There is some attempt to organise the ideas in 
paragraph structure and to lead to a logical resolution: however, the conclusion offered is somewhat vague 
and, ultimately, the arguments feel as though they could have been much better developed.

The relevant points tend to be dealt with in a repetitive fashion, perhaps due to the limited range of language 
available to the candidate.  This shows most clearly in the vocabulary used, which limits the effect on the 
reader, and communication is also impeded at times by persistent errors and by a lack of consistency in the 
use of grammatical structures.  Overall, the piece is at a standard just below that of the broad Pass band: the 
actual outcome on the paper would depend on the candidate’s performance on the remaining exercises. 

Accuracy and linguistic range 6/24
Development and organisation of ideas 5/16
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Paper 4  Topics and Texts 

Part I  Topics

Part I: Cultural Topics (30 marks)

Choose EITHER question A OR question B from ONE of the topics and answer it in Spanish.

Recommended word length: 350–500 words.

You should bear in mind that you will be assessed on both content and language.

In your essay in Part I you must refer to TWO works from the prescribed list. You may also refer to other 
sources.

Mark Scheme

Candidates are to attempt one question from Part I: Topics and will write their answers in the Target 
Language as these texts/fi lms are to be studied primarily in cultural context (be it historical, political, social) 
as well as a literary/cinematic one.  

Answers are to be marked out of 30 according to the criteria below:

• 20 for Content [AO3: 10 marks, AO4: 10 marks]
• 10 for Language [AO2]

This paper is intended to test candidates’ knowledge and understanding of a topic and their ability to use 
this knowledge to answer questions in a clear and focused manner.  A sophisticated literary approach is not 
expected (although at the highest levels it is sometimes seen), but great value is placed on evidence of a 
fi rsthand response and thoughtful, personal evaluation of what candidates have studied.  Candidates may 
have been encouraged to depend closely on prepared notes and quotations: quotation for its own sake is not 
useful, though it will not be undervalued if used appropriately to illustrate a point in the answer.  This applies 
to fi lms as well as literary texts.  Texts and notes may not be taken into the examination.

Candidates will not tend to show all the qualities or faults described in any one mark-band.  Examiners will 
attempt to weigh up all these at every borderline, in order to see whether the work can be considered for the 
category above. 

Examiners will take a positive and fl exible approach and, even when there are obvious fl aws in an answer, 
reward evidence of knowledge and especially any signs of understanding and careful organisation.  In the 
marking of these questions, specifi c guidelines will be given for each question, agreed by the examination 
team.
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Part I: Topics – Content 

18–20 Excellent Excellent ability to organise material in relation to the question.  Comprehensive 
knowledge of both texts/fi lms.  Ability to look beyond the immediate material and 
to show good understanding of underlying themes. 

15–17 Very good A thoughtful and well argued response to the question.  Thorough knowledge 
of both texts/fi lms. Detailed understanding and illustration of thematic and 
comparative issues.

12–14 Good A well argued response to the question. Equally sound knowledge of both texts/
fi lms.  Good understanding and illustration of the thematic and comparative 
issues.

9–11 Satisfactory A mainly relevant response to the question.  Shows fair knowledge of texts/fi lms.  
Some understanding and illustration of the thematic and comparative issues 
AND/OR good understanding of texts/fi lms, but lacking detail.  Stronger on one 
text/fi lm than the other. 

5–8 Weak An uneven OR basic response to the question. Shows some knowledge and 
understanding of the texts/fi lms.  Includes some relevant points, but development 
and illustration are limited.  Contains padding AND/OR has some obvious 
omissions OR is largely narrative.  

1–4 Poor Little attempt to answer the question.  Poor knowledge and understanding of the 
texts/fi lms.  Insubstantial with very little relevance.

0 No rewardable content.

Part I: Topics – Language

10 Excellent
Almost fl awless. Excellent range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. 
Good sense of idiom.

8–9 Very good
Highly accurate. Wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence patterns. Some 
sense of idiom.

6–7 Good
Generally accurate. Good range of vocabulary and some complex sentence 
patterns. 

4–5 Satisfactory
Predominantly simple patterns correctly used and/or some complex language 
attempted, but with variable success. Adequate range of vocabulary, but some 
repetition.

2–3 Weak Persistent errors. Simple and repetitive sentence patterns. Limited vocabulary. 

1 Poor Little evidence of grammatical awareness. Very limited vocabulary.

0 No rewardable language.
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Question 1A

REPÚBLICA ESPAÑOLA Y GUERRA CIVIL

Mercè Rodoreda, La plaza del Diamante
¡Ay, Carmela! (película de Carlos Saura)
Réquiem por un campesino español (novela de Ramón J. Sender o película de Francesc Betriu)

“En estas obras la violencia es excesiva y totalmente gratuita.” ¿Estás de acuerdo con esta 
opinión crítica? Justifi ca tu respuesta con referencia a episodios particulares de las dos 
obras que has estudiado.

Indicative Content

Questions are open to interpretation and, therefore, the following notes are not intended to be prescriptive 
but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to each question. They are 
by no means exhaustive. Candidates must choose one question from one of the sections, and answer it in 
Spanish with reference to two works.

There could be a number of episodes in La plaza del Diamante on which candidates could focus. The main 
source of violence is the Civil War, and anarchist actions against Natalia’s bosses and their middle-class 
acquaintances could be discussed. Likewise, the executions of Republicans by Francoist troops referred 
to in the novel are important as they affect Natalia directly. In addition, there are other sources of violence 
too, most particularly those which are gender related (Quimet), and also Natalia’s cruel treatment of the 
doves, symbolising her own tortured self. All in all, violence is ever present but certainly not gratuitous, as it 
emphasises the diffi cult times which the protagonist, her family, society and country were experiencing at the 
time when the novel is set.

As far as Carlos Saura’s fi lm is concerned, the main source of violence is political. The air raids and hunger 
we witness at the beginning are obvious examples. It is, however, the Francoist troops and their allies 
who are portrayed as the most important sources of violence. Candidates could discuss the moment when 
nationalist forces discover Paulino’s van and arrest the family. Their arrival at the school/prison and the 
execution of the previous mayor as a personal revenge by the local landowner are important scenes, but it 
is Carmela’s murder at the end of the fi lm which is particularly cruel. This will be followed by the execution 
of the Poles from the International Brigades. There is a lot of violence indeed but, again, it is used very 
effectively and for a purpose.

In Sender’s Réquiem por un campesino español we witness ‘social violence’ early on in the novel, when 
Paco accompanies Mosén Millán to the squalid caves and realises that the social order is cruel in that it 
perpetuates poverty, which the Church seems to accept as part of God’s plan. When Paco’s political activity 
starts later on, there are more examples of violence. Candidates could discuss a number of episodes in 
relation to don Valeriano, don Gumersindo, Cástulo Pérez or the señoritos forasteros. Paco’s tragic end is, 
of course, the culmination of this process and it should be analysed in answers. As in the cases of the two 
other works above, it could be argued that there is a lot of violence here, which might be excessive at times 
in relation to our sanitized vision of reality, but perhaps totally necessary in order to depict the horrors of the 
Spanish Civil War. 
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

The candidate places the two works in their historical context and rightly emphasises that the violence 
depicted is a result of extreme ideological conflict.  He chooses suitable examples from both texts, 
mentioning the murder of the main hero/heroine, which is at the heart of both works.  It is a strong answer 
because it shows sound knowledge of the texts and the analysis is well balanced between the two.

This answer, however, mixes two different interpretations of the question.  The first is: ‘Do these works 
depict too much violence/describe violence for no purpose?’ The candidate answers this question 
convincingly in the negative.  The second is: ‘Were the acts of violence depicted in these works excessive 
and gratuitous in themselves?’  The candidate answers, understandably, in the affirmative, but this is not 
what was being asked in the question.

The language is mostly accurate and the errors do not impede communication.  There is a fairly wide range 
of vocabulary and complex structures.  At the same time, there are also repeated gender disagreements 
(e.g. los diferencias), several spelling errors on vowels (e.g. sangrientes, prograsistas), and a tendency 
towards the unnecessary use of accents (e.g. iglésia, conflícto, tragédia).  The use of verbs in the simple 
tenses is generally correct, but the candidate has more difficulty with the compound tenses.

This is a fairly strong answer which lies approximately in the middle of the Distinction standard. 

Content 15/20
Language 7/10
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Question 4A

LA CUESTIÓN INDÍGENA EN AMÉRICA LATINA

José María Arguedas, Los ríos profundos
Elizabeth Burgos, Me llamo Rigoberta Menchú y así me nació la conciencia
El Norte (película de Gregory Nava)

Describe el concepto de la naturaleza que tienen los protagonistas de las dos obras que 
has estudiado. ¿Hasta qué punto es la naturaleza fundamental para ellos?

Indicative Content

Questions are open to interpretation and, therefore, the following notes are not intended to be prescriptive 
but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to each question. They are 
by no means exhaustive. Candidates must choose one question from one of the sections, and answer it in 
Spanish with reference to two works.

In the case of Los ríos profundos Nature is ever present because it is part and parcel of the Indian worldview. 
The acceptance that there is no distinction between man and the natural order becomes fundamental for 
Ernesto in his search for his own identity. In his mind Nature is closely related to the world of magic and 
supernatural forces, as represented by the zumbayllu, and it gradually becomes clear to him that Catholicism 
is incompatible with this. Candidates might wish to concentrate on Ernesto’s internal fi ght, where we see the 
clash of Indian and European elements, or perhaps on the language of the novel, as Nature is a constant 
source of metaphors and similes, including the very title of Los ríos profundos.

The life of Rigoberta Menchú offers many examples of the central importance of Nature to herself and the 
Indian communities she represents. Candidates might wish to discuss the rituals associated with sowing and 
reaping the crops, or concentrate on chapter 10, which is wholly devoted to Nature as la tierra es la madre 
del hombre porque es la que da de comer al hombre. Sacred elements such as the sun, water, fi re and 
copal are discussed and several prayers are mentioned. Rigoberta Menchú’s fi ght is not only against political 
oppression but also against the danger that Indians might be alienated from their ancient beliefs.

The story of Enrique and Rosa in El Norte also shows the importance of Nature for the indigenous people 
of Latin America. The fi lm starts in their village, which could be seen as an idyllic place where men and 
women are at one with Nature, if it was not because we are conscious of social confl ict from the start of the 
fi lm. Brother and sister are soon expelled from this paradise and, in their search for a better life in the North, 
they progressively lose their Indian identity (most particularly Enrique) and therefore their attachment to 
Nature. The tragic end brings about a change in Enrique, who cannot turn the clock back but accepts that his 
roots are and can only be Indian. Candidates might wish to discuss what the dreams and visions in the fi lm 
represent as far as the relationship between man and Nature is concerned.
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Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Examiner Comment

This is a fair attempt at answering the question which includes a number of relevant and valid points, 
although they are not always made as well as they might be:  for example,  the respect shown by Indians to 
nature and animals, the connection between nature and religion (as seen in the worship of the sun), or the 
importance of nature as a source of food and shelter. 

Most of these points are general, and could have carried still more weight if more specific examples had 
been included to illuminate them.  The zumbayllu are rightly mentioned, but it is not explained what they are 
or what their significance is.  At the same time, there is a good explanation of what the river Pachachaca 
means to Emesto.  Overall, the essay tends somewhat towards repetitiveness.  Two main ideas (that nature 
is important to Indians and that it is more fundamental to Rigoberta than to Ernesto) are repeated several 
times. 

The candidate confines himself to simple constructions and employs a fairly limited vocabulary.  There 
appear to be some errors which may arise from a lack of care, or perhaps time, rather than from linguistic 
ambition.  Overall the language is somewhat marred by wrong choices of gender and preposition, and the 
verb form fuera is used frequently and incorrectly.  Other verb forms show confusion between different 
tenses (habían viviendo) or conjugations (sientaba).  However, in spite of these mistakes, the candidate 
succeeds in effectively communicating his key ideas to the reader.  This is an answer at the bottom end of 
the Merit standard, but with better exemplification, more ambition and greater accuracy it could be much 
stronger.

Content 10/20
Language 4/10 
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Question 3A

EL CINE DE PEDRO ALMODÓVAR

Mujeres al borde de un ataque de nervios
Todo sobre mi madre
Volver

“Las películas de Almodóvar son claramente machistas.” ¿Estás de acuerdo con esta 
afi rmación? Justifi ca tu respuesta con ejemplos de las dos películas que has visto.

Indicative Content

Questions are open to interpretation and, therefore, the following notes are not intended to be prescriptive 
but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to each question. They are 
by no means exhaustive. Candidates must choose one question from one of the sections below, and answer 
it in Spanish with reference to two works.

Almodóvar has been seen as a women’s director and, as such, it can be argued that he champions their 
cause. Women are often portrayed as interesting characters in all their complexity. In the case of Mujeres 
al borde de un ataque de nervios, there is emphasis on female solidarity in order to overcome the problems 
which have been created by men. Even Lucía, who is rather ridiculous in her attempt to kill Iván, is seen as a 
victim of her husband’s sexism. Marisa also becomes rather likeable by the end of the fi lm, and she does not 
even need a man to achieve sexual pleasure in her dreams. On the other hand, the one feminist (Paulina) 
fails to help Pepa and Candela. And several women are the object of ridicule because of their clothing 
(Lucía) or their comic desperation (Candela). Indeed, the very title of the fi lm and the presence of several 
hysterical women in it could be said to reinforce a patriarchal perception of femininity.

In Todo sobre mi madre a number of women learn to live without men and the fi lm could be said to be a 
celebration of motherhood. From this point of view, the fi lm has been interpreted along feminist lines. The 
scene of female bonding in Manuela’s fl at and the fact that male characters are only peripheral to the action 
(and even then ill, senile or dead) might reinforce this interpretation. Other critics have stressed the fact that 
mothers are seen here at their most traditional and Manuela, who is a caring individual looking after Agrado, 
Rosa, her baby and Huma, could be accused of taking on the role of the self-sacrifi cing mother which 
patriarchy identifi es with womanhood. Candidates might wish to analyse particular characters such as Huma 
and Nina, or Agrado, in addition to Manuela, in order to reach their own conclusions.  

Volver is also a tale of female solidarity in many ways, most particularly between mother and daughter 
(Raimunda and Paula), and a tale of women who feel betrayed by men. Raimunda herself was abused by 
her father and, to her horror, she discovers her sexist unemployed husband has tried to do the same to her 
daughter Paula. Raimunda’s mother, Irene, also metaphorically comes back from the dead because she has 
her own story to tell and her own confession to make. As a matter of fact, men are almost entirely physically 
excluded or reduced to a voice on the telephone, and Paulina kills her would-be rapist. The disposal of the 
corpse brings another scene of female solidarity. This is perhaps Almodóvar’s most gynocentric fi lm and one 
in which men are either peripheral, unnecessary or monstrous, but candidates might wish to mention the 
depiction of traditional women in the village.
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Example Candidate Response – Pass
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Examiner Comment

This essay takes an approach which focuses closely on the question, and the main idea expressed is sound 
in the context of the films (Ios hombres causan problemas para las mujeres). However, further development 
is limited and the essay falls into repetitiveness. The main idea is stated five times in one and a half pages 
(the total length of the answer).

The candidate does additionally identify another theme that is common to the films – that women help each 
other – and gains some credit for illustrating it with two examples. However, considerably more width and 
depth would have been needed to lift this candidate from Pass to Merit.

The standard of writing in the essay suffers from errors of grammar: in particular, it appears that there are 
some weaknesses in the candidate’s grasp of the Spanish verbal system.  Serious mistakes are evident from 
the first sentence (está instead of estoy, formar/ayudar instead of forman/ayudan), in addition to non-existent 
forms such as es mostrando (twice), han crearan, ha matá and queré abusó.

Overall, the candidate has managed a response to the question despite the limitations of his linguistic range. 
However, the lack of a wider and more confident range of correct language forms, and the consequent 
limitation on expression, limit this response to the lower end of the broad Pass band.

Content 8/20
Language 3/10 



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu70

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Part II  Texts

Part II: Literary Texts (30 marks)

Choose EITHER question A OR question B OR question C on ONE of the literary texts, and answer it
in English.

Recommended word length: 450–600 words.

You should bear in mind that you will be assessed on both content and structure.

Mark Scheme

Candidates are to attempt one question from Part II: Texts and will write their answers in English as these 
texts are to be studied primarily from a literary point of view.

Answers are to be marked out of 30 according to the criteria below:

• 25 for Content [AO3: 10 marks, AO4: 5 marks]
• 5 for Structure [AO3]

Examiners will look for a candidate’s ability to engage with literary texts and to produce answers which show 
knowledge, understanding and close analysis of the text.  A more sophisticated literary approach is expected 
than for answers to Part I.  Great value is placed on detailed knowledge and understanding of the text; on 
the construction of an argument which engages the terms of the question and on a close and sophisticated 
analysis of sections of the text pertinent to the terms of the question.  Candidates may have been 
encouraged to depend closely on prepared notes and quotation: quotation for its own sake is not useful, 
although it will gain credit if used appropriately to illustrate a point in the answer.  Texts and notes may not be 
taken into the examination.

Candidates will not tend to show all the qualities or faults described in any one mark-band.  Examiners will 
attempt to weigh all these up at every borderline, in order to see whether the work can be considered in the 
category above.  

Examiners will take a positive and fl exible approach and, even when there are obvious fl aws in an answer, 
reward evidence of knowledge and understanding and especially any signs of analysis and organisation.

In the marking of these questions specifi c guidelines will be given for each essay, agreed by the examination 
team.
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Part II: Texts – Content 

23–25 Excellent Excellent ability to organise material in relation to the question.  Comprehensive 
response with an extensive number of relevant points targeting the terms of the 
question with precision.  Displays detailed knowledge and sustained analysis.

19–22 Very good A thoughtful and well argued response to the question. Includes a large 
number of relevant points, well illustrated. Displays thorough knowledge, good 
understanding and analysis of the text. 

15–18 Good A well argued response to the question.  Includes a good number of relevant 
points, most of which are developed and illustrated.  Some limitations of insight, 
but a coherent approach. 

11–14 Satisfactory A mainly relevant response to the question.  Shows fair knowledge and 
understanding of the text. Includes a fair number of relevant points not always 
linked and/or developed.

6–10 Weak An uneven OR basic response to the question. Shows some knowledge and 
understanding of the text.  Includes some relevant points, but development and 
illustration are limited.  Contains padding AND/OR has some obvious omissions 
OR is largely narrative.  

1–5 Poor Little attempt to answer the question.  Only elementary knowledge and 
understanding of the text.  Makes very few relevant points and even these are 
largely undeveloped and unsubstantiated.  OR a response which makes hardly 
any attempt to address the terms of the question but which displays a basic 
general knowledge of the text.

0 No rewardable content.

Part II: Texts – Structure

5 Very Good A well structured and coherent piece of writing, with ideas and arguments clearly 
linked throughout.  All paragraphs well constructed.  Includes a comprehensive 
introduction and conclusion.

4 Good A clear structure, with logical presentation of ideas.  Most paragraphs well 
constructed.  Includes an adequate introduction and conclusion.

3 Satisfactory Some success in organising material and ideas into a structured piece of writing.  
A reasonable attempt to paragraph but weakness in introduction and conclusion.

2 Weak Some attempt to organise material and ideas into a structured piece of writing.  
Many single-sentence paragraphs or no attempt at paragraphing.  Organisation of 
ideas not always logical.

1 Poor No attempt to organise material and ideas into a structured piece of writing.  
Incoherent.  Ideas introduced in no apparent order.

0 No rewardable structure
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Question 8C

Pablo Neruda, Veinte poemas de amor y una canción desesperada

It has been argued that Neruda’s attitude to the woman (or women) in Veinte poemas de amor y una 
canción desesperada is profoundly sexist. Would you agree with this view? Discuss the statement 
providing relevant examples from at least two poems in the collection (other than the one printed 
above).

Indicative Content

Questions are open to interpretation and, therefore, the following notes are not intended to be prescriptive 
but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to each question. They are 
by no means exhaustive. Candidates must choose one question from one of the works below, and answer it 
in English.

The point of the question is not to identify the possible women being alluded to (Marisol and Marisombra, as 
Neruda called them; or Albertina Azócar, as we now know) but to discuss the relationship of the poet with the 
woman or women depicted. The lover’s attitude towards them is unstable, forever changing, and the amada is 
also described in contradictory terms resulting in the poet’s anguish. Initially, he attributes a positive whiteness 
to the beloved, thus idealising her, even if later in the collection other more ambiguous colours are associated 
with her. Her body is often linked to nature (musgo, rosas, ciruela, caracola terrestre) and this in itself might be 
interpreted as a sign of patriarchy at work, particularly as the fi rst poem assigns a passive role to the woman 
discussed (tu actitud de entrega) while the male poet creates her (te forjé como un arma) in his image. In any 
case, the collection is rich enough to afford several valid readings.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

The essay starts with a concise introduction stating the view presented in the question and indicating that 
Neruda’s poems present us with a complex relationship that goes beyond pure sexism.  A comprehensive 
analysis follows.  The candidate’s response looks at the theme of machismo in the poems from many 
different angles, covering a wide range of aspects, such as:

• the absence of the beloved woman and the poet’s solitude
• the focus on the woman as a vehicle of sexual pleasure
• the images of darkness/light, the sea and war
• the insistence on possession
• the objectification of the woman
• the desire for silence
• the link between femininity and nature
• the poet’s dependency on the beloved woman.

There is extensive and skilful use of quotation.  Sometimes, images or lines from different poems are 
brought together to illustrate a point.  The connection between the quotation and the theme is always clearly 
explained.  The quotations are nearly always incorporated into the body of text.  There is some consideration 
of the formal as well as the thematic aspects of the poetry.  Thus, some rhetorical devices are examined, as 
well as auditive effects created by specific sounds.
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The candidate writes in a sophisticated style, using complex sentences which are always consistent and 
clear.  Punctuation is also perfect: one excellent example: ‘The constant allusions to nature are a reflection of 
the awe he feels at her, and an acknowledgement, despite his longing to possess her, of her power.’

Finally, the conclusion weaves together several contradictory aspects of this topic and is crowned by a 
personal opinion which is well-supported by the preceding paragraphs.  This is a thorough and sophisticated 
response to the question, well organised and supported throughout. It falls at the top of the broad 
Distinction band, and is an excellent example of D1 standard.

Content 25/25
Structure 5/5 

Question 8A

Pablo Neruda, Veinte poemas de amor y una canción desesperada 

Comment on the following poem, explaining its meaning and discussing how the poet views the 
nature of love and/or the act of loving. Add any other comments on content, form or style which you 
think might be relevant to the interpretation of the poem.

      Ebrio de trementina y largos besos,
      estival, el velero de las rosas dirijo,

torcido hacia la muerte del delgado día,
cimentado en el sólido frenesí marino.

Pálido y amarrado a mi agua devorante
cruzo en el agrio olor del clima descubierto,
aún vestido de gris y sonidos amargos,
y una cimera triste de abandonada espuma.

Voy, duro de pasiones, montado en mi ola única,
lunar, solar, ardiente y frío, repentino,
dormido en la garganta de las afortunadas
islas blancas y dulces como caderas frescas.

Tiembla en la noche húmeda mi vestido de besos
locamente cargado de eléctricas gestiones,
de modo heroico dividido en sueños
y embriagadoras rosas practicándose en mí.
  
Aguas arriba, en medio de las olas externas,
tu paralelo cuerpo se sujeta en mis brazos
como un pez infi nitamente pegado a mi alma
rápido y lento en la energía subceleste.



Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 83

Cambridge Pre-U Example Candidate Responses

Indicative Content

Questions are open to interpretation and, therefore, the following notes are not intended to be prescriptive 
but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to each question. They are 
by no means exhaustive. Candidates must choose one question from one of the works below, and answer it 
in English.

This poem (number 9) is constructed on a series on antithetical pairings (sólido/frenesí, lunar/solar, ardiente/
frío, repentino/dormido, rápido/lento) pointing towards the growing conflict which is clarified at the end. 
This is a technique going back several centuries (think of Quevedo, for example) and which is used here 
to refer to the instability and tumultous nature of love. There are clear allusions to sensuality and sexuality 
(largos besos, duro de pasiones, caderas frescas) but the tone is very different from that of poem 13 (He 
ido marcando con cruces de fuego). The backdrop of the poem is the Pacific, which is clearly not a peaceful 
ocean here but a rough sea which is full of contradictions and frustrations, like love itself (notice, for 
example, the negative references to la muerte and sonidos amargos). The last stanza gives a clue to what 
might be interpreted as the impossibility of total communication in the act of loving, given that the woman 
of the poem, who is surrounded by olas externas, is seen as a paralelo cuerpo [que] se sujeta en mis brazos 
como un pez. She is existentially far from him in a sense, aguas arriba.
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Example Candidate Response – Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This is a strong answer which is limited by a slight misreading and, more importantly, by an uneven coverage 
of the stanzas of the poem. 

Overall, it contains elements of acute commentary on the poet’s work, and is particularly strong in its 
analysis of nautical and sexual imagery. The candidate also notes the fusion of the two types of images in 
the third stanza, remarking perceptively that ‘the woman becomes part of the seascape’. The interpretation 
of the poem is rather personal but coherent. There is, however, a misreading of the second stanza, where 
the poet is clearly talking about himself, not his lover as the candidate thinks.

The introduction provides a good summary of how the essay will go on to develop. There are then four 
paragraphs, discussing stanzas 1, 2, 3 and 5 respectively, but commentary on stanza 4 is missing. The 
final paragraph is devoted to the conclusion, ‘that love is inherently like hooking a fish’, which may sound 
surprising but it is very well argued.

This a thoughtful response deserving of credit, which comfortably achieves the standard of the broad 
Distinction band. If the candidate had discussed the fourth stanza and given more thought to the second 
stanza, he might well have achieved enough marks for a D1 standard.

Content 18/25
Structure 4/5 
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Question 10B

Ernesto Sábato, El túnel

It could be argued that Castel achieves real communication with María. To what extent would you 
agree that this is the case? Discuss this view making reference to particular episodes in El túnel.

Indicative Content

Questions are open to interpretation and, therefore, the following notes are not intended to be prescriptive 
but to give an indication of some of the points which could be made in response to each question. They are 
by no means exhaustive. Candidates must choose one question from one of the works below, and answer it 
in English.

It is indeed true that there seems to be a very special kind of communication between Castel and María. 
Candidates might wish to comment on, for example, the scene in which María gazes at one of Castel’s 
paintings at an exhibition. This is why they meet in the first place and where his insane obsession starts. 
As early as Chapter II, he claims that she indeed was the only person who could understand him. Their 
relationship, however, becomes more and more turbulent as the novel progresses, and candidates might 
question whether there is real communication between them. At the end of the day, Castel himself 
confesses towards the end of the novel that both he and María seemed to inhabit parallel tunnels, however 
close to each other: los pasadizos seguían paralelos como antes, aunque ahora el muro que los separaba 
fuera como un muro de vidrio y yo pudiese verla a María como una figura silenciosa e intocable. Insanity 
makes him feel what is probably no more than an illusion of communication.

Example Candidate Response – Merit
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Examiner Comment

This is a fair although somewhat uneven attempt to answer the question, mixing some excellent points with 
more questionable assertions.

A number of valid points are well made.  The candidate aptly mentions Maria’s interest in Maternidad and 
Castel’s curiosity about what exactly she saw in his painting.  She also discusses the significance of the 
frequent letters and phone calls and takes into account CasteI’s obsessive and over-analytical personality.  
The all-important scene on the cliffs is given consideration and a valid interpretation, and the image of 
tuneles separados is used in support of a personal but reasonable conclusion.

At the same time, the candidate underestimates the importance of the protagonists’ face to face 
interchanges, claiming that ‘rarely does anything interesting evolve’ from them.  There is a tendency to offer 
unfocused or vague statements, such as ‘it is that thirst for knowledge which makes him such an unknown 
quantity’, and to label an aspect or fact as ‘fascinating’ or ‘interesting’ without further analysis.  Unsupported 
opinions are also included: ‘One could argue that the physical side of their relationship is stronger than the 
emotional.  This is, potentially, an interesting assertion: however, we need to know how one could argue 
that, and the candidate, unfortunately, does not explain or follow it up.

There is also at times a lack of clarity in the organisation of the ideas: ‘His last words to her are me has 
dejado solo, suggesting that she has answered the questions that he needed answering.’  The structure of 
the essay might also be improved.  The first paragraph lacks unity and should probably have been separated 
into two, as well as the excessively long second paragraph, which mixes too many different ideas.
This is an answer at the bottom end of the Merit standard, but contains the seeds of a much stronger 
response.

Content 12/25
Structure 3/5
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