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Choose one of Topics 1 to 3.

Answer two questions.

You must answer both parts of the question in Section A and one question from Section B for the 
Topic you have chosen.

You should divide your time equally between the questions you attempt.

Topic 1 Philosophy of Mind

Answer Question 1 and either Question 2 or Question 3.

Section A

Some recent medical cases provide striking evidence in favour of the Reductionist View. Human beings 
have a lower brain and two upper hemispheres, which are connected by a bundle of fibres. In treating 
a few people with severe epilepsy, surgeons have cut these fibres. The aim was to reduce the severity 
of epileptic fits, by confining their causes to a single hemisphere. This aim was achieved. But the 
operations had another unintended consequence. The effect, in the words of one surgeon, was the 
creation of ‘two separate spheres of consciousness’.

[Extract from Derek Parfit: Reasons and Persons: 245]

1 Parfit refers here to the “Reductionist View” of mind. 

 (a) (i) Explain briefly why Parfit’s view of mind is reductionist.

  (ii) Using one of Parfit’s thought experiments, show how Parfit uses the idea that the brain 
might contain “two separate spheres of consciousness” to support his reductionist view 
of persons. [10]

 (b) Critically assess Parfit’s view that with persons, what really matters is not personal identity, 
but psychological connectedness. [15]

Section B

2 ‘The explanatory weakness of substance dualism means that it fails as a theory of mind.’ Discuss. 
 [25]

OR

3 Critically assess functionalism as a theory of mind. [25]
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Topic 2 Ethics

Answer Question 4 and either Question 5 or Question 6.

Section A

Consequently, when I recognise, as entirely authentic, that man is a being whose existence precedes 
his essence, and that he is a free being who cannot, in any circumstances, but will his freedom, at the 
same time I realize that I cannot not will the freedom of others. Thus, in the name of that will to freedom 
which is implied in freedom itself, I can form judgments upon those who seek to hide from themselves 
the wholly voluntary nature of their existence and its complete freedom. Those who hide from this total 
freedom, in a guise of solemnity or with deterministic excuses, I shall call cowards. Others, who try to 
show that their existence is necessary, when it is merely an accident of the appearance of the human 
race on earth – I shall call scum. But neither cowards nor scum can be identified except upon the plane 
of strict authenticity. Thus, although the content of morality is variable, a certain form of this morality is 
universal. Kant declared that freedom is a will both to itself and to the freedom of others. Agreed: but 
he thinks that the formal and the universal suffice for the constitution of a morality. We think, on the 
contrary, that principles that are too abstract break down when we come to defining action. To take 
once again the case of that student; by what authority, in the name of what golden rule of morality, do 
you think he could have decided, in perfect peace of mind, either to abandon his mother or to remain 
with her? There are no means of judging. The content is always concrete, and therefore unpredictable; 
it has always to be invented. The one thing that counts, is to know whether the invention is made in the 
name of freedom.

[Extract from John-Paul Sar tre: Existentialism and Humanism: 62-63]

4 (a) Examine how Sartre defends his theory of choice in this passage. [10]

 (b) ‘No rule of general morality can show you what you ought to do.’ (Jean-Paul Sartre: 
Existentialism and Humanism: 43). Evaluate this claim with respect to the general rule of 
morality against killing the innocent.  [15]

Section B

5 Consider the view that virtue ethics is the most useful ethical theory when considering business 
ethics. [25]

OR

6  Critically examine Kant’s attempt to put forward a theory of morality based on reason. [25]
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Topic 3 Old Testament: Prophecy

Answer Question 7 and either Question 8 or Question 9.

Section A 

2When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take for yourself a wife of 
whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the 
Lord.”  3So he went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

4And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel; for in a little while I will punish the house of Jehu for the 
blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 5On that day I will break the 
bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.”

6She conceived again and bore a daughter. Then the Lord said to him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will 
no longer have pity on the house of Israel or forgive them. 7But I will have pity on the house of Judah, 
and I will save them by the Lord their God; I will not save them by bow, or by sword, or by war, or by 
horses, or by horsemen.”

8When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. 9Then the Lord said, “Name him 
Lo-ammi, for you are not my people and I am not your God.

[Hosea 1: 2-9]

7 (a) Consider the meaning of this passage in relation to the rest of the book of Hosea. [10]

 (b) Critically assess the view that in Hosea’s prophecy love is stronger than judgement. [15]

Section B

8  Critically examine the roles of the ro’eh, hozeh and nabi’ in the development of Old Testament 
Prophecy.   [25]

OR

9  Critically examine the content, structure and meaning of prophetic call narratives or the nature 
and meaning of symbolic acts in pre-exilic prophecy. [25]
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