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Pre-U Mandarin Chinese: Principal Course
Component 1, Speaking

Notes on guestioning technique

A very demanding exercise for the examiner:

need to arrive at a consistent, objective and fair assessment
need to think up appropriate questions pitched at the right level

Good practice:

Examiners must aim to make candidates feel at ease
Need to come over as friendly and sympathetic human beings!
Need to be well prepared

Once a question has been asked, allow the candidate to give as full an answer as he/she is
capable of

Examiners can best impress by asking short, succinct, open-ended questions and keeping
what they say to a minimum

Aim to ask open-ended questions that encourage candidates to express and develop own
ideas

Avoid gquestions that elicit one-word answers (except when this is a starter question to lead
into more open-ended questioning)

Do not correct errors or invite candidates to correct their own errors
Aim to vary questions from one candidate to another
Candidates should not be allowed to deliver substantial chunks of rote-learned material

One of our prime aims must be to give the candidates the opportunity to defend and justify
their opinions, to expand, develop, exemplify and explain points

Do not repeat/labour a question when it is immediately obvious that the line of questioning is
not going to elicit anything positive

Think about the sort of questions that might be appropriate to achieve this aim:



Question bank
Topic Area 1: Family

Let’s talk about the size of families.

W—RIRN RER PO E X,
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Is your own family big or small? How many siblings do you
have?

RRBARERL R/ PNRE ? fREJLAN LB ALK ?

Do you think a big family or a small one is best? Why?
RUEBRAREHFERPNREH ? NFA?

Do your grandparents live with your family? Why/why not?

RVERE RN —RED ? A ?

In China, family size is decreasing. Why has it changed?
What are the advantages and disadvantages?

EFE REZSERENT ATLALBEXHMNEL?X
BHRNECE T LFLMARLL ? AL ?

What, in general, are the advantages and disadvantages of
a “one-child family” — either in the UK or China?

—iRRE RE-ITEFHREFBLEFLMFL TER
EREERERE?

What kind of a relationship do you think siblings should
have with each other?

RINR LR IBIRZ B AKX RN R ERFR ?



Tell me about your family.
R—RIR R
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Do you enjoy spending time with your family? Why/why
not?

RERBRAE—REL ? HAL?

If you and any member of your family have a difference of
opinion, how do you resolve it?

MRBEMRAZBRETTE RELABR?

How important are your family’s views are when you make
decisions?

HIRFEERENR RRANEREZEE?

Who do you listen to more: your parents or your friends?
MMREBEWRXSNENL EREEEWTHARNENL?

Would you see yourself living with your family when you go
to university or after you graduate? Why/why not?

ERYUE MEELLE FERRA—RESD? B
47

With respect to bringing up children, what are the
differences between parents in China and in the UK?

EFETAH FEXSNEEXSEWERE ?

Are attitudes to the family in China different to those in the
UK? How?

FEMREEXNRENSELRH , RTRT—H# 2?2 ELF—
¥ ?



Topic Area 2: Young People

Tell me about your spare time.
W —IRARAY 22 R B A

9778_1_questioning technique

What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?

BZEILHER RERBEFA?

Are hobbies important to young people? Why/why not?
MNBEEFNEBRARGUBREED ? HHAL?

Some people say, young people should spend more of
their spare time studying, not going out with friends. Do
you agree? Why/why not?

BAY FRANZAAZANASYY MRERBEA
f—f, REED? NHL 2

Some people just stay at home and chat with friends online
at the weekend. What are your views on this?

ARBEE BARRRERBENLRBARPX REA
g7

Do you think doing voluntary work in your spare time is a
good idea? Why/why not?

FIAZANER-LEEEETHE RANFTE? AHL?

Do young people in the UK and China enjoy doing the
same things? Why/Why not?

RENFRANPENFRAERMNEE—HD ? A
47



The role of young people

FRANER
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What kind of expectations do your family have for your
future?

RVRATHREVE R BT LAHWHE ?

What do you think about the young people around you?
RELNFRABALE?

In your view, how can young people help each other?

RIANFRATSEBE S EEARFE) ?

What kind of contribution do you think young people can
make to society?

RN FBABRBAEBEFL?

What sort of problems do young people have to deal with
today?

NENFRAZELERLRE ?

It is said that nowadays young people are not as happy as
they were in the past. Do you agree? Why/why not?

BARRENFRATUS ENFRBAZE, REAZXEHN
HIED ? A

What do you like about being young?
ERFRA , REBIEEARE?



Topic Area 3: Education

Tell me about your school and your
teachers.

W—RARH Z R E W,

9778_1_questioning technique

Is it a good school? Why/why not?

RNERFREF ? A

How would you like to change it? Why?

RBLMRNFREWELERE ? AL ?

Do you have a favourite teacher? What is he/she like?

REXERERBEIN ? /R4 AN ?

Do you think a teacher can influence your life? Why/why
not?

RIAN —NEM T RRLSFMIRE —4EB 2 L2

Who plays a more important role in young people’s
education, teachers or parents?

NERANHE RENEEELRRKEEER?

Who would you like to keep in touch with after graduation
from school or university, teachers or classmates? Why?

HLNE  FREREREMALHR IREESHERY
RISBR? WL ?

With respect to the relationship between teachers and
students, what are the differences between China and UK?

EHMMFEZEANXREE HENREEHLTRE?

What differences do you think there are between the
education system here and the one in China?

RANZRENHERENPENHEREEBLERE ?

What can we learn from the education system in China and
vice versa?

MR ERHE RGBS L 2 NEENHE RS
2 2

What is the point of education?
HENBENRIA?



What subjects are you studying?
RZIPERLIE ?

The role of school uniform

The role of sport
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What subjects do you like? Why?
RENRPLERIE ? HHAL?

What do you think about your Chinese course? How do
you think it could be improved?

{REV R STRE AR ? YRINTY O] BUBH o 2

What do you know about the differences in subjects
studied at school in China and the UK?

EFIMEFE PEMRKESMTALATE?

Those who study well at school and university will achieve
more in their future life. Do you think this is true? Why/Why
not?

EERFIFNFE FRETFFHIEEERS, XH
BYBLEXT AR ? A ?

Why do you think it is important to learn Chinese in the
modern world?

ESSHR ZFIPNFEER, ATAL?



Topic Area 4: The media (first examination June 2014)

9778_1_questioning technique 8



Topic Area 5: Urban and Rural life

Tell me about your hometown.
RK—RIRBIR S,

What are the differences between
the countryside and cities?

RN TR BLESF 2
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Do you come from a city, a town or a village? How do you
like it?

RRE REMTERERN ? IRELABIRHIRS ?

What kind of changes have there been in your hometown
since you were a small child? Do you think there are any
more changes needed?

BARNEHRLL | RIORS BIBLE(L 2 RN R RS BB
BUBL?

Is it possible to develop tourism in your hometown? How?

ERNRS ET e R BRI ? EHRERE?

Some people say that the countryside is a better place for
people to live. Do you agree? Why/why not?

BARRNEBRAREEEE REEB? HHAL?

Do you want your children live in the countryside or in a
city? Why?

RABLMRN K FEERNEREEHMT 2 AL ?

Some people say “The cities are for the rich and the
young.” Do you agree? Why/why not?

BAR  “HHREBRANFRAENNS | REZXHY
BB ? ATA?

What lifestyle differences are there between the
countryside and the cities?

EEFEARL RNNEHTHETATRE?

In big cities, the relationship between people is more and
more distant. What do think?

EAETE AMNZBEXRERBET | REABXNE
a2
In China, there is a big gap in the standard of living

between the countryside and cities. How do you think that
the gap might be decreased?

EHE RNNFHERETHERANES RIANNEZE
BN XEEE R ?



Topic Area 6: Environment

Talk about pollution issues.
W — IS REE,
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What is the environment like where you live? What kind of
pollution is there?

RIEMNMH IR E LR ? BMLSR?

How has the environment of our planet changed compared
to the time when you were at primary school?

RIR E/NZFRRMRLE AR #IRIRMR R & 7 LAY 2

What problems does pollution cause?
RIS R RPBL R ?

Do you think overpopulation is an important environmental
issue? Why/why not?
RIARAOEZR—NMRFEMNERESL ? AL ?
How serious are the pollution issues in the UK? Who is

more responsible for addressing the issues — citizens or
government? Why?

REMNHESRESZFE?NX—AE , BN ZAESHRE
F?RBFERERHL ? NTAL?

How serious are the pollution issues in China? Can you
talk about any pollution problems in China?

PENIRRSRESTE ? IR — K PENELESREE
m ?
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Tell me how to protect the Which items which you use daily can be recycled?

environment. 1E B % 4 5 oh R 2R 75 BT A B IR A 2
R—REERIPTE,
What can you do to protect the environment in your own
life?

HAE PR ZEFRIPER ?

Why is it very important to protect the environment? How
can we educate people to protect the environment?

N ARPHRIIFEEE ? EHEHE AMMRIPHE ?

How can we use resources rationally? What kind of new
energy resources could we develop?

BB MBI SERARIR 2 BAALTF R BLEH LR 2

What efforts have the people made for protecting the
environment in your country?

EARMNER , AMIARPRRRITTHELS D ?

Do you think developing the economy may damage the
environment? Why/why not?

RN ERREFQSWIRMEL ? NHAL ?

What do you know about how China is tackling
environmental issues?

ATHRRERE PEEREGFL?
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