CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL EXAMINATIONS

SYLLABUS UPDATE

PRE-U MANDARIN CHINESE SYLLABUS (PRINCIPAL COURSE AND
SHORT COURSE)

Please note that this syllabus, for examination in 2013, 2014 and 2015, has been updated.
Topic areas — Principal (9778) (page 7)

The topic areas from which all textual material used in Papers 2 and 3 will be drawn are set out below:

Topic areas Topic areas Topic areas
to be examined in 2013 to be examined in 2014 to be examined in 2015

1 Family 1 Family 1 Family

2 Young people 2 Young people 2 Young people

3 Education 3 Education 3 Education

4 Tourism* 4 NEW FOR 2014: The media 4 The media

5 Urban and rural life** 5 Urban and rural life** 5 NEW FOR 2015: Work and
leisure

6 The environment 6 The environment 6 The environment

* The topic area of Tourism will be examined for the last time in 2013. It will be replaced by the topic area
of The media. The media will be examined for the first time in June 2014. The list of new core vocabulary
for this new topic area is provided in this document.

** The topic area of Urban and rural life will be examined for the last time in 2014. It will be replaced by
the topic area of Work and leisure. Work and leisure will be examined for the first time in June 2015. The
list of new core vocabulary for this new topic area is provided in this document.

Topic areas — Short Course (1341) (page 13)

There are no changes to the Short Course topic areas.

2013 2014 2015
1 Family 1 Family 1 Family
2 Young people 2 Young people 2 Young people
3 Education 3 Education 3 Education




SYLLABUS 9778 ONLY
CORE VOCABULARY FOR REPLACEMENT TOPIC AREAS

NEW TOPIC AREA FOR 2014: The media: #4& (replaces Tourism, which will be examined for the last
time in 2013)

RRIR ban kuai section
RE bao dio report (v.)
RE bao dao report (n.)
YRiE bian ji edit

BB bo fang broadcast
B bé ke blog

XKip cai fang interview
S ddo yan director
&= dudn xin text message
X géng xin update

fal il jian xun brief news
B man hua cartoon
o3 méi ti media

FE piao fang box office
¥Fit ping lun commentary
B 5l she zhi production
M5 shi pin video media
b F tié zi post

g wéi bd twitter
RIAE xiang zheng symbol
ik yu bao forecast

TE= zhuan lan column



SYLLABUS 9778 ONLY
CORE VOCABULARY FOR REPLACEMENT TOPIC AREAS

NEW TOPIC AREA FOR 2015: Work and leisure: TYERI$KE (replaces Urban and rural life, which will be
examined for the last time in 2014)

#3% chong shi enrich / fulfill

;A dong li drive / motivation
&34 fen dou strive

UK guo chéng process/ course
= hé yué contract

o4 hu wai out-door

Z8 huan jié relief / remission

> 62l ji lie intense

R5 jiaoyi trade / deal / transaction
e jié zou pace / rhythm
NFrRER [i sud néng ji in one's power
B péi ying cultivate / foster

il Al pei fu admire

"5 pi ldo tired / strain

B& qgi fa inspire

ity S qu wei interest / delight
AAEIR rén li zi yuan human resources
B she ying photography

HE tido zhéng adjust / adjustment
B ES xiao 10 efficiency / productivity
FRE Xin shang enjoy / appreciate
B yi li willpower / stamina

B zhut qiu pursuit / aspire



Description of components — Principal and Short Course (page 11 and page 15)

Culture Options for 2013, 2014 and 2015

Paper 4 (9778 Principal)/Paper 2 (1341 Short Course) — Chinese Culture

Questions will be set on the following options:

Section 1: Topics in Chinese culture

Options to be examined in
2013

e The founding of the People’s

*kk

Republic of China

e Chinese economic trends
since 1978***

e The city of Beijing*

Options to be examined in
2014

The founding of the People’s
Republic of China***
Chinese economic trends
since 1978***

NEW FOR 2014: Emerging
China: population,
environment and migrationt

Options to be examined in
2015

The founding of the People’s
Republic of China***
Chinese economic trends
since 1978***

Emerging China: population,
environment and migrationt

Section 2: Chinese literature and film

Options to be examined in
2013
e Fiction — The Picador Book
of Contemporary Chinese
Fiction*

e Fiction — Red Dust, Ma Jian**

e Film — Yellow Earth, Chen
Kaige**

Options to be examined in
2014

NEW FOR 2014: Fiction —
Love in a Fallen City and
other stories, Eileen ChangT
Fiction — Red Dust, Ma
Jian**

Film — Yellow Earth, Chen
Kaige**

Options to be examined in
2015

Fiction — Love in a Fallen
City and other stories, Eileen
Changt
NEW FOR 2015: Fiction —
Boat to Redemption, Su
Tongtt
NEW FOR 2015: Film —
Balzac and the Little Chinese
Seamstress, Dai SijiefT

* Options marked with ONE asterisk will be set in 2013.

** Options marked with TWO asterisks will be set in 2013 and 2014.
*** Options marked with THREE asterisks will be set in 2013, 2014 and 2015.
T Options marked with ONE cross will be set for 2014 and 2015
Tt Options marked with TWO crosses will be set for 2015

REPLACEMENT CULTURE OPTIONS FOR 2014 AND 2015

Paper 4 (9778 Principal)/Paper 2 (1341 Short Course) — Chinese Culture
Section 1: Topics in Chinese culture

NEW OPTION FOR 2014: Emerging China: population, environment and migration (replaces The city of
Beijing which will be examined for the last time in 2013)

The bullet points listed below are intended to give further details and exemplification of the syllabus
content. They are neither exhaustive nor prescriptive and should not necessarily be regarded as the basis

for full questions.

Students need to understand the trends and the key issues and have some key facts and/or case studies

which they can quote.

e  Water control and availability — Three Gorges Dam Project case study

e  Air pollution — coal mining, industrial development




Soil erosion and forest resources

China’s environmental protection framework
Sustainable cities — Dongtan Eco City

Population policies and implementation post 1949
Population density and distribution: east/west
Population trends: age, gender, wealth, education
Population pyramids

Migration in China: push and pull factors

Forced and voluntary migration

The Hukou system

Migrant workers

REPLACEMENT CULTURE OPTIONS FOR 2014 AND 2015

Paper 4 (9778 Principal)/Paper 2 (1341 Short Course) — Chinese Culture
Section 2: Chinese literature and film

NEW OPTION FOR 2014: Fiction — Love in a Fallen City and other stories, Eileen Chang (replaces The
Picador Book of Contemporary Chinese Fiction which is examined for the last time in 2013)

The bullet points listed below are intended to give further details and exemplification of the syllabus
content. They are neither exhaustive nor prescriptive and should not necessarily be regarded as the basis
for full questions.

Students need to know the novellas and be able to discuss literary techniques, structure, characterisation,
language, mood and lyricism. They should also be able to compare and contrast the novellas. Sometimes
the question will refer to a specific novella and at other times the question will ask the student to refer to
two to illustrate their answer. Students will also need to have some background to the socio-political
situation in Shanghai and Hong Kong at the time and discuss themes of:

tradition and modernity

love

family

politics

conflict

women and escape from convention

REPLACEMENT CULTURE OPTIONS FOR 2014 AND 2015

Paper 4 (9778 Principal)/Paper 2 (1341 Short Course) — Chinese Culture
Section 2: Chinese literature and film

NEW OPTION FOR 2015: Fiction — Boat to Redemption, Su Tong (replaces Red Dust, Ma Jian, which is
examined for the last time in 2014)

The bullet points listed below are intended to give further details and exemplification of the syllabus
content. They are neither exhaustive nor prescriptive and should not necessarily be regarded as the basis
for full questions.

Students need to know the plot of the novel and again be able to discuss literary techniques, structure,
characterisation (of father, son and Huixian in particular), language and mood. It is important that
students have some knowledge of the Cultural Revolution, as otherwise what they are reading will have
little real meaning for them. They will need to be able to discuss:

e tragedy and comedy
e  absurdity and parody
o Dongliang as the narrator



obsessive love

the relationship between father and son
the metaphor of water and land
narrative techniques

politics and revolution

fate

REPLACEMENT CULTURE OPTIONS FOR 2014 AND 2015

Paper 4 (9778 Principal)/Paper 2 (1341 Short Course) — Chinese Culture
Section 2: Chinese literature and film

NEW OPTION FOR 2015: Film — Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, Dai Sijie (replaces Yellow
Earth, Chen Kaige, which is examined for the last time in 2014)

The bullet points listed below are intended to give further details and exemplification of the syllabus
content. They are neither exhaustive nor prescriptive and should not necessarily be regarded as the basis
for full questions.

Students need to have some background knowledge to the Cultural Revolution and rusticated youth in
order to be able to understand the film. They should also know about the Three Gorges Dam for the coda
at the end of the film to have any significance. Students should be very familiar with the plot and should
be able to discuss the characters, particularly the main protagonists Lu, Ma and the Little Seamstress, but
also the other characters too. With respect to the film, they will also need to be able to discuss:

power and the impact of classical literature and art
brutality and the Cultural Revolution
political repression and freedom of thought
youth and love

cinematography

audience impact and critical reaction
change and tradition

the individual and the collective

the role of women

nostalgia and reality

rural Sichuan

In some schools, it may be that the Culture Paper will be taught by the Chinese department with support
from the history, economics or even English department. For most Chinese language teachers, teaching
the Culture paper through the medium of English will be a new experience and support for teachers will
be available through the Cambridge Pre-U online forum, which will be a place to ask questions and
receive support from the online moderator and fellow teachers.

The syllabus lends itself to both teacher-led lectures followed by student research e.g. for the founding of
the People’s Republic of China topic; alternatively Love in a Fallen City could be taught exclusively
through a series of student-led seminars with an individual student/groups of students leading a
discussion on a novella or a particular aspect of it and the sharing of research and ideas. Both modes of
delivery can revolve round student discussion of ideas, which will then prepare students well for essay
writing. (There will not be any questions comparing Boat to Redemption and Balzac and the Little
Chinese Seamstress, but students may well find discussion about the similarities and differences in
approach to the portrayal of the Cultural Revolution both interesting and insightful).





