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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge Pre-U, and to show
how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment
objectives.

Cambridge Pre-U is reported in three bands (Distinction, Merit and Pass) each divided into three grades (D1,
D2, D3; M1, M2, M3; P1, P2, P3).

In this booklet a selection of candidate responses has been chosen to illustrate each band (Distinction, Merit
and Pass). Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses

of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each paper of the subject has been adopted:

(oo )
$

[ oorn |

)

¢

CExample Candidate

Response
CExaminer Comment}

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by Examiners. This, in turn, is followed by
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained.
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still
have to do to improve their grades.

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus and other teacher support materials are available on www.cie.org.
uk. For past papers and Examiner Reports please contact CIE on international@cie.org.uk.
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Components at a Glance

For the Cambridge Pre-U Principal qualification in Latin, candidates take all four papers together at the end of

the course.
) ) Weighting
Component ComponentTitle Duration (%) Type of Assessment
(1]
P Verse Literature 2 hours 30 Written examination, externally set and
EES 30 minutes marked
. Writt ination, ext Il t and
Paper 2 Prose Literature 2 hours 20 ritten examination, externally set an
marked
. Written examination, externally set and
Transl 2h '
Paper 3 Unseen Translation ours 30 marked
Prose Composition or 1 hour Written examination, externally set and
Paper 4 . . 20
Comprehension 30 minutes marked
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Latin Paper 1

Commentary Questions
Section A
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Mark Scheme
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

The translation, as one would expect of a mid-D2 paper, is mainly accurate. In the answers to both
questions (ii) and (iii) there much good observation of stylistic features. Occasionally these observations
could be better related to the meaning of the text, but there is so much good detail that it would be unfair for
that not to be rewarded. The answer to question (iii) deals reasonably well with the idea that these lines are

an effective conclusion to this part of the story.
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Example Candidate Response — Pass
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Examiner Comment

This answer received mid-P2 marks partly because the translation was not that accurate (3/5 marks) and one
answer was so lacking in detail that it received no marks at all. The answer to question (ii) received 6 marks
out of 12. Some good points were made here but there was a lot of unconvincing assertion about stylistic
features ('Virgil uses alliteration . . . to show the bravery of Hercules'). In addition, some stylistic features
were incorrectly observed: at one point alliteration is identified as assonance.
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Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

This set of answers is an example of a mid-M2 answer. The translation is accurate, but the answer to
questions (i) and (ii) are not always convincing. Some good points are made in answer to question (i).
Occasionally here stylistic features are identified without proper analysis, as in this example: 'There is also
enjambement between the two lines of "addiderant" which makes the line more exciting and eager.' The
main problem here, though, is the answer to question (ii) which lacks detail and was rewarded only 2 marks
out of 8.
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This is an excellent answer that demonstrates all the qualities expected of a D1 answer. The translation is
accurate, and the knowledge of the set text is clearly very detailed and sophisticated. In both questions (ii)
and (iii) stylistic features are correctly identified but never just listed; they are related to the meaning and
effect of the text. In the answer to question (iii) there is a clear understanding of how to approach the last
eight lines, and the observation that 'vivat valeatque' picks up similar lines in poem 5 is acute. Excellent all

round.
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Essay Questions

Section B
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Mark Scheme
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Indicative Content
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment
This essay on the depiction of love in Catullus is extremely detailed and knowledgeable. The essay is
extremely well organised, starting with a consideration of the famous couplet of poem 85. Starting the

essay in this way allows for a genuinely sophisticated treatment of the ambiguous portrait of love in Catullus.
The essay is throughout fluently argued, returning to poem 85 for its conclusion.

Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

This would seem to be a good example of a mid-M2 essay. While there is lots of detail, it is not always
deployed in the best way in the service of the argument. There is also a tendency to exaggerate or assert
aggressively (‘countless references to Augustan Rome'; 'a piece of epic poetry which would be widely
accessible to his people'). The essay is better, though, where it relies on its knowledge of the text, such as
in the section on the tour of Rome, or on the shield of Aeneas.
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Unseen Literary Criticism Question

Section C
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Mark Scheme
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Indicative Content
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This is a good example of a mid-D2 answer. The standard in answering each of the three sub-questions is
fairly even. In all the answers there is much relevant observation. In question (i) there are good comments
about Lucretius' vocabulary; in question (ii) there are some very good comments about the contrast
between marriage and sacrifice. Indeed, the various contrasts deployed by Lucretius are well identified
throughout this answer. The answer to (iii) is for the most part convincing on the effects achieved by the
alliteration used by Lucretius.

Theme Essay Questions
Section C

Essay
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Mark Scheme
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Indicative Content
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This answer is clearly in the top Distinction class. It locates both epics historically and politically, and it
examines the differing portrayals of heroism, divine machinery, prophecy and war itself in Virgil and Lucan.
There is clear knowledge of the texts and a good understanding of the genre.

Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This essay sees a good exploration of the huge topic of epic in the time available. It shows a degree of
insight into Lucan’s debt to Virgil (and the ways in which his epic differs from Virgil's). There is good analysis
of characterisation, choice of theme, the role of the gods (or lack thereof), and the different roles of Virgil's
Tiber and Lucan's Roma. All in all, very solid, but not outstanding.
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Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

This is a borderline Merit/Distinction essay. It shows some appreciation of the genre, and highlights
some key themes such as piety, as well as citing some significant episodes from both the Aeneid
and the Metamorphoses. However, notable omission of discussion of some obvious elements from
Metamorphoses XV resulted in a rather unconvincing conclusion.

Latin Paper 2

Commentary Questions

Section A
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Mark Scheme
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This answer deserves a D2 grade. Surprisingly, the translation is not entirely accurate, but the answer to the
context question (i) is very accurate and detailed. The answer to question (ii) is fairly detailed and is good

on Sallust's choice of words (especially for emphasis). There is a little too much translation of the passage,
but there are also some good remarks about some effective juxtaposition (e.g. in line 3 of the passage). The
candidate clearly knows the text very well and can talk in detail about it. Some of the points lack substance

and sophistication.

Example Candidate Response — Pass
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Examiner Comment

In this mid-P2 answer, the candidate is not really able to explain the context of the letter (as asked to do in
question (i)). The translation — given 3/5 — is adequate, though no more. The answer to question (ii) — which
offered the most marks — is not answered well. There is a lack of both necessary detail and accuracy; there
is a basic confusion, as well, in that the candidate seems to think that the letter quoted here is written by
Catiline. That said, some appropriate detail is observed.
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This is a superb answer which fully deserves its full marks and its D1 grade. The translation is very accurate,

as is the candidate's knowledge of the various philosophical schools referred to in the passage. Perhaps

most impressive, though, is the answer to question (iii), which shows an excellent understanding of Cicero's

rhetorical techniques and the particular way in which he deploys them in this passage for various effects. In

this regard, we might refer to the identification and analysis of the anaphora in lines 9-12 (multa . . multas .
. multarum). But the piece is full of detailed and sophisticated analysis.
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Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

The translation displays a lack of precise understanding of the Latin and justly receives 2/5. The answer

to question (ii) lacks detailed knowledge of the various philosophical schools asked about: only Stoicism is
dealt with in any detail. In the answer to question (iii) there is a tendency to identify stylistic features or
rhetorical techniques without relating them to the passage in a full or meaningful way, or in a way that is not
compelling (e.g. '. . . Cicero uses half-negatives, such as "vix posset’, is scarcely able, which is less assertive
than a full negative, but engages the listener by making them think if this is possible or not.').

Essay Questions

Section B
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Mark Scheme
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Indicative Content
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

It would be difficult to imagine how an essay produced in an examination could be better than this. Not
only does the candidate display an excellent knowledge of the text; she also lays out an argument that is
well organised, thorough and compelling. The various characterisations are well handled, as is the contrast
between Caelius and Clodia. Clearly worth a D1 grade.
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This is an essay worthy of a mid-D2 grade. While it demonstrates the sort of accurate and relevant
knowledge of the text that one would expect, it also shows a good understanding of Catiline's character
and the various ways in which Sallust presents him. The essay discusses the moral theme with some
sophistication but fails to achieve the highest marks because the essay does not quite deal with Sallust's
'stated purpose' (as mentioned in the essay question). The essay well argues, though, that Sallust's
portrayal of Catiline 'fits his purpose of giving an account of the moral degradation of Rome".
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Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

This is a good example of a mid-M2 essay. There is plenty of — mainly — accurate detail from the set text.
However, the argument is not as well organised as it might be, and (the mainly good) detail is sometimes
listed without proper attention to what the argument needs. Sallust's characterisation of Catiline is well
understood but is not related to Sallust's 'stated purpose' (indeed that 'stated pupose' is not clearly
understood).
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Example Candidate Response — Pass
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Examiner Comment

This essay demonstrates sufficient knowledge of the set text to warrant a mid-P2 grade. However, there

is — compared with the higher graded essays — nowhere near enough relevant quotation of the text. Indeed,
there is too much expressed in excessively general terms (e.g. 'However, these holes in Cicero's argument
do not ruin the convincing value of the speech, mainly because Cicero simply encourages the reader not

to think too much, often using verbs, simple language and structure where he can.'). Some of the essay is
plainly unconvincing: '. . . Cicero's style is even more convincing, as he uses many conditionals . . .".
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Latin Paper 3

Unseen Prose Translation Question
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Mark Scheme
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

An almost flawless translation, as the mark suggests. The candidate has not been put off at all by Livy's
occasionally difficult sentence structure, and has managed to produce a translation that is not only accurate,
but also readable. Any sentence or phrase could be chosen as an example of a translation extremely well
done.
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This was a good translation that exemplied what we mean by a mark in the middle of the D2 range. While
there were some problems with vocabulary or grammar — note, for instance, suadentibus translated as a
passive, not quite understanding what plenam agrees with —, the translation was for the most part accurate.
There were also some good attempts at idiomatic translation, as in the opening sentence and in the
translation of ostenderet as 'display’, which merited a mark of 3/5 for style.
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Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

This candidate struggled a little and was not always entirely in control of the meaning of the passage.
Overall, the sense was grasped; it was more in the specifics, in the precise detail that the candidate did
not achieve the highest marks. For example, suadentibus was incorrectly identified, interim was incorrectly
translated, and the clause describing the benefits of New Carthage was very confused. Given all this, it
was no surprise that the candidate was unable to come up with an idiomatic translation, as in 'so that he

might not drag across everyone, by his deed, as one unit neither so that one equal unit was against so many
armies'.
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Unseen Verse Translation Question
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This translation exemplifies what we mean by a D1 answer. There are almost no mistakes in the translation;
the metre is correctly scanned and there is a genuine and mostly successful attempt at an idiomatic
translation: the choice of words in the translation is regularly good.
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

A very good attempt. The candidate was clearly familiar with the metre of an elegiac couplet, as full

marks were achieved on the scansion question. For the most part, the candidate demonstrated a clear
understanding of the distinctive nature of Latin verse expression, as there were few errors in translation.
Attempts at an idiomatic translation were a little inconsistent, but there were some good moments, such as
the boldness to translate sumus as 'l have been'.
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Latin Paper 4

Prose Composition Question
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction (D1)
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Examiner Comment

This was a splendid attempt. There were a few grammatical and vocabulary errors — recuseret, patias,
cultarent — but overall this read very nicely as a piece of Latin. The translation began with a nice connecting
relative in an ablative absolute, attempted a purpose clause by using ad with the gerundive, understood the
uses of utinam and quin, used a nice ablative absolute with the present participle (amicis iuvantibus), and
arranged magno cum labore in typical Latin word order.
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Example Candidate Response — Distinction
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Examiner Comment

This was a confident and mainly accurate prose composition. It began well with a connecting relative

in ablative absolute. Sentences were for the most part accurately connected, and the syntax required
accurately identified. Grammar and vocabulary were both mainly sound (though note nemoni, cupet,
vestimentibus). At the same time, a number of opportunities for use of idiom were missed, as in the clause
that said which no one was permitted to do without leave from a magistrate. This was translated as quod
licebat nemoni sine permissione magistrati. Some usual words here, and some incorrect grammar. All
round, though, this was a good attempt which deserved its 3/5 mark for style and its D2 grade overall.
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Example Candidate Response — Pass
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Examiner Comment

This candidate had many attempts at translating the passage. The final version was literally translated, with
few attempts at Latin idiom. On the other hand, there was some worthy knowledge of syntax, though this
was undermined on occasions by a lack of firm grammatical knowledge (e.g. audibatur, Romanes, Misere,
haberemus). There was some attempt at connection of sentences, and the knowledge of vocabulary was
reasonable. There was some confusion as to when a passive should be used (as in the sentence about
being allowed onto the rostra).

Comprehension Question
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Example Candidate Response — Merit
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Examiner Comment

This candidate clearly tried hard to follow what the passage was saying and also wrote substantial answers.
However, on the high-scoring questions ((i), (vi) and (vii)), 4 marks out of a possible 14 were achieved. Two
of those questions — (i) and (vii) — were comprehension questions: clearly the candidate had not understood
everything in the lines referred to. However, the answers to the grammatical and syntactical questions
revealed that the candidate's precise knowledge was sketchy (e.g. there was an inability to spot that a
subordinate clause within indirect speech would normally have its verb in the subjunctive; a result clause
went unnoticed as well).
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Example Candidate Response — Pass
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Examiner Comment

This candidate struggled with understanding what the passage meant. That explains why question (i) — a
standard comprehension question for 5 marks — received only 2 marks. In particular, there was confusion
over the relative pronouns in the first four lines and what they referred to. At no point in the passage

could one say that the candidate was entirely in control of its meaning, though the contrast asked for in
question (vi) was correctly identified. In addition, the candidate was unable to manage the grammatical and
syntactical questions with any degree of success (though some of the subjunctives in the final question
were correctly explained).
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